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The original of “The Inside Plan of Wilmington Church” is kept in the 
church office of St. James. Many of the early occupants of these pews were 
active in civic affairs, and their names are repeatedly found in the minutes 


of the town’s governing body. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
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FOREWORD 


The Office of Archives and History was fortunate in obtaining 
the services of two exceptionally well-qualified people to edit 
The Wilmington Town Book. Mr. Donald R. Lennon and Mrs. 
Ida Brooks Kellam are both versed in the history of the Cape 
Fear area, and both are familiar with source materials relating 
to that section of North Carolina. Mr. Lennon, a native of 
Brunswick County, is a graduate of East Carolina University 
and has his master’s degree in history from that institution, 
awarded in 1961. A former member of the staff of the Division 
of Archives and Records Management, Mr. Lennon is currently 
director of the East Carolina Manuscript Collection and assistant 
professor of history at East Carolina University in Greenville. 
Mrs. Kellam, a native of Moore (now Lee) County, attended 
Meredith College, the University of North Carolina at Greens- 
boro, and North Carolina State, Wake Forest, and Duke univer- 
sities. She taught for forty years, nearly thirty of which were 
spent in the public schools of Wilmington. Mrs. Kellam is the 
author of Brooks and Kindred Families, Wilmington: Historic 
Colonial City, and many articles on genealogy and on the history 
of Wilmington and the Lower Cape Fear section of North 
Carolina. To the two editors the Office of Archives and History 
expresses its sincere appreciation. 

The manuscript was checked and the book was seen through 
the press by Mrs. Mary Reynolds Peacock, historical publica- 
tions assistant in the Division of Publications. Photographs, 
except where otherwise noted, were copied by photographers of 
the Division of Historic Sites and Museums. It is appropriate 
that recognition be given to the careful work done by these 
people and to the part they played in making this book possible. 


Memory F. Mitchell, Director 
Division of Historical Publications 


March 1, 1973 
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PREFACE 


Colonial North Carolina, being almost entirely rural, could 
boast of only a few small towns or villages scattered throughout 
the province. Although their inhabitants were few, North Caro- 
lina towns exerted an influence disproportionate to their popu- 
lation. They were significant as focal points for commerce, 
government, and cultural development; and the very existence 
of urban society in this frontier setting was unique in an other- 
wise agrarian colonial province. To reproduce the record of life 
and government in one such North Carolina town is the purpose 
of this volume. 

Wilmington is singular in eighteenth century North Carolina 
as its town book is the only known extant record of local munici- 
pal government in colonial North Carolina. For that reason it 
is necessary to rely on this record to provide insight into an 
important aspect of North Carolina’s early history. The town 
book contains commissioners’ and aldermen’s minutes, tax 
records, laws and ordinances, records of public works, and vari- 
ous proceedings related to Wilmington between 1743 and 1778, 
when use of the volume was discontinued. One should note that 
this volume is concerned solely with Wilmington’s government 
and administration and consequently is almost completely devoid 
of references to political events centering in and around the 
town during the Revolutionary period. In order to provide a 
frame of reference for the entries included in the book, a de- 
scription of the town’s historical development prior to 1778 
has been incorporated into the introduction which follows the 
preface. 

In reviewing briefly the history of the volume itself, it is 
apparent that Wilmington began in 1743 to maintain a record 
of its municipal activities. The first official recognition of the 
existence of such a book can be found in the 1745 law for regu- 
lating the town in which it is prescribed that the names of the 
town commissioners shall be “properly entered in the Journal of 
the Proceedings of the Town” (Walter Clark [ed.], The State 
Records of North Carolina [Winston and Goldsboro: State of 
North Carolina, 16 volumes, numbered XI-X XVI, 1895-1914], 
XXIII, 235). A more specific regulaton, enacted in 1754, stated: 


the Commissioners for the Time being, shall hire a Town Clerk, and 
shall keep a Town Book, in which shall be entered all the Orders they 
may make, the Defaulters on the Streets, and the Accounts of the 
Monies they may have received, the Manner they have applied such 
Monies, and what Sums may remain in their Hands, under a Penalty 
of Fifty Pounds, Proclamation Money; to be recovered by any Person 
who shall or may sue for the same, in the General Court of this 
Province, wherein no Essoign, Injunction, Protection, or Wager of 
Law, shall be allowed or admitted of. 

(Clark, State Records, XXV, 260-261) 


The extant volume was donated to the town by John Ruther- 
furd in 1751; entries prior to that date presumably were copied 
from an earlier journal. After use of the book was discontinued 
in 1778, it was preserved by the town. From penciled notations 
on several pages, it appears that William A. Wright had access 
to the journal in 1895. Eight years later, in 1903, Dr. Kemp 
P. Battle edited and published extracts from the book in the 
University of North Carolina’s James Sprunt Historical Mono- 
graph No. 4. Since that time historians have occasionally re- 
ferred to the town book, and in 1920 Evangeline Walker Andrews 
and Charles McLean Andrews used these records extensively as 
research material for their edition of the Journal of a Lady of 
Quality. 

The Wilmington town book disappeared from view shortly 
thereafter, and its whereabout was unknown until the book was 
located in 1966 by the Reverend David Worth Sprunt of Wil- 
mington. The find was transferred by Mr. Sprunt to Mr. James 
Laurence Sprunt, who forthwith made it available to Mr. Henry 
Jay MacMillan, chairman of the New Hanover County Historical 
Commission. Mr. MacMillan subsequently contacted the North 
Carolina State Department of Archives and History about 
possible publication. 

In preparing this edition for publication, every effort has 
been made to reproduce the original journal in its entirety. Spell- 
ing, punctuation, and grammatical structure reflect the individ- 
ual handiwork of the colonial scribes, and only rarely has 
punctuation been altered for the sake of clarity. It should be 
noted that accuracy in spelling and punctuation will vary with 
the clerk responsible for recording municipal activities. Many 
entries lack uniformity in spelling, capitalization, and punctua- 
tion; this irregularity has been preserved intentionally by the 
editors. Footnotes have been designed to give brief biographical 


Xli 


sketches of many of the residents. In identifying names that 
appear in the book, the editors have attempted to include all 
local officials in addition to professional people, craftsmen, 
prominent businessmen, and others whose activities reflect life 
in a colonial town. Regrettably, it has been impossible to 
identify all residents named in the record. 

While this was a labor of love for the editors, they must 
express their appreciation to Mrs. Billie R. Lennon and Mrs. 
Marian Wells for invaluable assistance in typing and proof- 
reading and to Dr. Ralph Hardee Rives and Dr. Charles L. 
Price for suggestions pertinent to the introduction. 


Donald R. Lennon 
Ida Brooks Kellam 
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INTRODUCTION 


The colonial town of Wilmington, nestled in a slight valley 
and sheltered by sandy hills rising on the three landward sides, 
was located along the east bank of the Cape Fear River. Through 
the town flowed numerous streams; and a public wharf reached 
a full block into the commercial heart of the settlement, pro- 
viding for small local craft loading and unloading facilities 
along Dock Street from the river to Front Street. Many 
travelers in the area, though displeased with the sand and dis- 
gusted at the many inconveniences which they experienced, 
commented favorably on the pleasant and advantageous location 
and the “very abundant. . . springs of crystalline water, which 
gush everywhere.””! 

The history of Wilmington’s development can be traced to the 
factional and economic problems which beset the Cape Fear re- 
gion during the 1730s. By 1729 the town of Brunswick, estab- 
lished by Maurice Moore in 1725 on the west bank of the river, 
had become the seat of the New Hanover precinct with all 
public offices established there. As newcomers attempted to 
settle along the river, difficulties began to develop with the 
earlier settlers who had laid claim to vast stretches of the best 
land. Edward Moseley, John Baptista Ashe, Eleazer Allen, and 
Maurice, Roger, and Nathaniel Moore were accused of hindering 
development by their unquenchable thirst for land ownership.? 
These men were connected by family ties resulting from their 
marriages into the Alexander Lillington family of Perquimans 
County and the William Rhett family of Charleston, South 
Carolina. Living on plantations scattered along the Cape Fear 
and the Northeast Cape Fear rivers, they still maintained an 
active interest in and concern for the success of Maurice Moore’s 
town-building venture at Brunswick. 

In April, 1731, Governor George Burrington, who counted 
the Brunswick clique among his many enemies, asked the 
General Assembly to “pass an Act for building a Town on Cape 


1 Francisco de Miranda, The New Democracy in America; Travels of 
Francisco de Miranda in the United States, 1783-1784, translated by Judson 
P. Wood, edited by John S. Ezell (Norman: University of Oklahoma, 1963), 
14, hereinafter cited as Miranda, New Democracy in America. 

2 William L. Saunders (ed.), The Colonial Records of North Carolina 
(Raleigh: State of North Carolina, 10 volumes, 1886-1890), III, 254, 338, 
460, hereinafter cited as Saunders, Colonial Records. 
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Fear and appointing Commissioners for that purpose.’ To this 
suggestion the lower house responded by reminding Burrington 
that “there is a Town already Established on Cape Fear River 
called Brunswick in New Hanover Precinct... [and] it is like to 
be a flourishing place.’” 
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A map, “drafted and layed out” by James Wimble in 1733, shows “New 
Carthage town” clearly marked in the upper left hand corner. This copy is 
from the files of the Office of Archives and History, Raleigh. The original 
is in the Bodleian Library, England, and has been reproduced here by 
permission. It is catalogued as MS Rawl. D. 908, f. 207. 


By 1733 John Watson was in possession of a 640-acre grant 
which he had received from Governor Burrington. This property 
joined the lands of John Maultsby and Robert Halton “opposite 
to the thoroughfare” at the confluence of the northeast and 
northwest branches of the Cape Fear River. Not waiting for the 
actual grant, which was not awarded until September 13, 1735,* 
Watson immediately sold portions of the acreage to Michael 
Higgins, Joshua Grainger, and James Wimble, who thereupon 
entered into a scheme for erecting a town on the site. Plans for 


3 Saunders, Colonial Records, III, 258, 261. 


4 Land Grant Records of North Carolina, Office of the Secretary of State, 
Raleigh, Land Grant Book 8, p. 355, hereinafter cited as Land Grant Books. 
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laying off the town were made in April, 1733; William Gray 
proceeded to survey the streets and lots for the settlement sub- 
sequently known as New Carthage, New Liverpool, and Newton. 
Apparently, several plans for the town were drawn, as deeds 
from the period refer to two in particular, “Turner’s Plan” 
and “Wimble’s Plan.”® 

The records for the first years of Newton’s existence are scat- 
tered and incomplete. Indeed, many of the first property owners 
were dead or had departed before the town book was begun in 
1748, and it is difficult to determine whether or not these in- 
dividuals had ever actually resided at Newton. Most aspects of 
the town’s development in the 1730s are obviously open to con- 
jecture; nevertheless, one may read the land records and gain 
some insight through the names and vocations of those who were 
involved in Newton’s earliest real estate activities. It is known, 
for instance, that the aforementioned John Watson, James 
Wimble, Michael Higgins, and Joshua Grainger proceeded almost 
immediately to sell lots in the new village, and apparently their 
business was brisk. In an effort to stimulate further develop- 
ment, many of the early deeds included a provision requiring the 
construction within two years of a “tenantable” house of 16 feet 
by 12 feet. 

Among those individuals who appeared between 1733 and 
1739 but had departed before 1743 were: John Field, mariner 
of Great Britain; Nicholas Brewer, millwright; Richard Keen, 
shipwright; Edward Mitchell; William Norton, Sr., blockmaker ; 
James Long of the Island of “Curressoe”; Samuel Hassell of 
Philadelphia; Lewis Jenkins, mariner of Great Britain; Richard 
Mortimer, by 1737 listed as a local merchant; Dr. Roger 
Rolfe; Thomas More, mariner of Great Britain; Captain 
Samuel Woodward; Michael Dyer, shipwright; and Ralph Samp- 
son.® 

Names of individuals who were still present in 1743 or who 
left descendants in the town are probably more familiar to the 
reader, although they may have been no more active in encourag- 
ing Newton’s earliest developments. These include: five mer- 
chants—James Campbell, James Murray, James Smallwood, 
Rufus Marsden, and Robert Walker; a planter, Charles Harri- 


5 New Hanover County Deed Books, Office of the Register of Deeds, New 
Hanover County Courthouse, Wilmington, Deed Book 3, 191-193, herein- 
after cited as New Hanover Deed Books. 

6 New Hanover Deed Books, AB passim. 


Xvii 


N.C. OFFICE OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 


son; Dr. Armand John DeRosset, physician; Thomas James, 
tailor; Robert Halton, provost marshal of North Carolina; 
Francis Veale, mariner of Somersetshire, England; Daniel Dun- 
bibin, mariner and merchant; Nicholas Fox, attorney; Caleb 
Mason, carpenter; and Cornelius Harnett, Sr.7 

While this listing is ostensibly a simple enumeration of early 
Newton property holders, it can reveal much more. The ma- 
jority were men dependent upon the sea and the commerce 
associated with a port. Apparently these first settlers recognized 
Newton’s potential as a port, since they came from England, 
Charleston, New York, and the West Indies to invest in a ven- 
ture of such unassured success. 

Soon after becoming governor of North Carolina in 1734, 
Gabriel Johnston found his interests tied to the new town six- 
teen miles above Brunswick. He purchased land adjoining the 
settlement on the north and proceeded to influence the com- 
munity’s development. In March, 1735, the inhabitants in and 
around “Newtown” petitioned the governor’s council to desig- 
nate the place as a town. The council approved the motion con- 
tingent upon the construction within the next two years of 
six brick houses 40 feet long and 30 feet deep. At the same time, 
Governor Johnston announced his intention to open a land office 
at Newton on May 18, 1735, for inhabitants of those places 
adjacent in Bath County.® He also ordered the governor’s 
council, the court of exchequer, and the court of oyer and 
terminer to be held in the town beginning on the same date.1° 

Apparently the six brick buildings required by the council 
had been completed by 1736; in October of that year a bill was 
introduced to establish the town of Wilmington “at a place now 
called Newton.’’!! Although the bill failed to win legislative ap- 
proval, it is noteworthy that the legislation called for the 
erection of a courthouse and the holding of a court there. The 
selection of the name “Wilmington” indicates the active partici- 
pation of Governor Johnston, whose sponsor and mentor was 
Spencer Compton, Earl of Wilmington. Also significant was the 
fact that while the quitrent law of 1735 provided that the 


’ Biographical sketches for these individuals appear as footnotes to the 
town book. 

8 Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 43. 

9 Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 40. 

10 Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 44, 45, 48. 

11 Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 235. 
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Spencer Compton, Earl of Wilmington (1673?-1743), was the sponsor of 
Governor Gabriel Johnston. Johnston promoted the development of the 
town eventually called Wilmington, in honor of the earl. Photograph from 
the files of the Office of Archives and History. 


collection of rents for New Hanover County be held in “Newton 
and Brunswick Town,” similar bills for 1736 and 1739 required 
rent payments to be made only at Newton.” 


12 Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 186-187, 205, 372: Walter Clark 
(ed.), The State Records of North Carolina (Winston and Goldsboro: 
State of North Carolina, 16 volumes, numbered XI-XXVI, 1895-1914), XXV, 
217-218, hereinafter cited as Clark, State Records. 
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When the council convened on February 15, 1739 /40,18 
Governor Johnston reported that there were no regular meetings 
of the court of chancery in North Carolina and that it was 
necessary to establish a place for the meeting of this court. The 
council thereupon by a unanimous vote ruled that all future 
courts of chancery would be held at Newton.'* Five days later, 
on February 20, Colonel William Bartram of Bladen County 
introduced a bill into the General Assembly for the establish- 
ment of the town and township of Wilmington.» When the bill 
reached the upper house, a peculiar situation existed. Eight 
council members were present. Of these, Nathaniel Rice, Eleazer 
Allen, Edward Moseley, and Roger Moore, all having close ties 
with Brunswick Town, were hostile to the measure. Elder 
member William Smith, along with Robert Halton, Matthew 
Rowan, and James Murray, supported enactment of the legisla- 
tion. With a tie vote registered, Smith claimed the right as 
senior member to cast a second and tie-breaking vote. By 
Smith’s use of this rather dubious procedural prerogative the 
Wilmington Town Bill passed into law.1¢ 

This legislation was responsible for prescribing the earliest 
physical limits for Wilmington and for outlining its govern- 
mental structure. The law specified that the boundary of the 
town would join the lands of Governor Gabriel Johnston to the 
northeast and the lands of Michael Dyer to the north and south; 
the river marked the western boundary, while a line drawn be- 
tween the lands of Johnston and Dyer 120 poles from the river 
established the eastern boundary. A board of commissioners was 
to be established as the governing body for the town. Robert 
Halton, James Murray, Samuel Woodard, William Faris, Richard 
Eagles, John Porter, and Robert Walker, appointed to fill these 
posts, were “invested with all Powers and Authorities, within 
the Bounds of the said Town of Wilmington, in as full and ample 
manner, as the Commissioners for the Town of Edenton have 


13 Prior to 1752 Great Britain and her American colonies used the Julian 
calendar, which did not register the change of each year until March 25. 
The Gregorian calendar had been introduced in Europe in 1582, and in 
1752 the British officially converted to the more accurate system. Entries 
for January 1 through March for years prior to 1752 are actually one year 
later than recorded. 

14 Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 441. 

15 Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 510. 

16 Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 448-453. 
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or possess.” The commission appointments were to be perma- 
nent; and in the event of the death or departure of a commis- 
sioner, the governor was to choose a replacement from a list of 
three persons submitted by the remaining commissioners. 

As a town, Wilmington was authorized to send one representa- 
tive to the General Assembly of North Carolina. To be eligible 
for election a prospective legislator had to own a brick, stone, 
or frame house 20 by 16 feet with at least one brick chimney. 
The constituents must have resided in a “habitable” house of 
equal specifications for a minimum of three months prior to the 
election. The owners of vacant houses were allowed to vote in 
lieu of qualified tenants. In addition, any person living in a 
brick house of at least 30 by 16 feet located between the town 
limits and Smith’s Creek to the north would have the right to 
vote in town elections. As a result of this provision, Cornelius 
Harnett of Maynard and possibly Robert Halton (also, later, 
Thomas James, Sr., of Halton Lodge) were qualified to partici- 
pate in town government. 

Also significant was the requirement that the collector of the 
Port of Brunswick, the naval officer for that port, the clerk of 
court, and the register of conveyances for New Hanover County 
had to reside in Wilmington as well as maintain their respective 
offices there. Public buildings to be constructed included the 
completion of a courthouse and the erection of a jail.17 

Nathaniel Rice, Eleazer Allen, Edward Moseley, and Roger 
Moore protested the content of the Wilmington Town Bill and 
the manner in which it was passed. They also voiced to Governor 
Gabriel Johnston their complaint against the irregular actions of 
Smith. In asking the governor to repeal the Wilmington law by 
proclamation, they argued that “the Wilmington Bill is highly 
Detrimental to the trade and Shipping of this Province, In- 
jurious to private property and destructive to the Libertys of 
the Inhabitants that do at present or may hereafter reside at 
Newton or Wilmington.”?® 

William Smith, Robert Halton, Matthew Rowan, and James 
Murray responded by commenting that “‘this is such an Insolent 
demand and discovers such a violent, restless and arbitrary 
Spirit . . . to gratify the little Spleen (malice) and private 
Interest of a few people in the neighborhood of Brunswick. .. . 


17 Clark, State Records, XXIII, 133-135. 
18 Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 452-453, 486-487. 
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it is notorious that Brunswick is the most sickly unhealthy place 
in the whole Colony. . . .’’!9 

Shortly thereafter, James Murray wrote to an associate in 
England an account of the actions of the recent assembly session. 
Murray confided that the Moores thought that they had “a good 
handle” to get the law repealed by the ministry because of the 
method used for its passage, and he warned the correspondent 
that “it is for your Interest to Support that law and get it con- 
firmed if Possible.’20 

To determine the sentiments of Governor Johnston relative to 
the controversy, one has only to examine his letter to the Board 
of Trade, written March 8, 1739/40. He calls the attention of the 
board to the act in question and comments that: 


The situation of this town is mighty convenient being at the meet- 
ing of the two great Branches of Cape Fear River, its Road capable 
of receiving Vessels of great burthen and extremely safe in the most 
violent storms and there is a most easy access to it from the remotest 
heads of the River by the smallest Vessels. I always looked upon 
the want of a Town with a convenient Port as one of the greatest 
Obstacles to the Improvement of the Trade of this Country and 
the polishing its Inhabitants. I hope this impediment is now re- 
moved... .”’21 


Governor Johnston apparently had even more grandiose plans 

for his new project. That North Carolina had never established 
a permanent capital was a matter of great concern to the 
governor. In another letter written to the Board of Trade some 
nine months later, he decried the impediment to the “dispatch of 
public business” created by the lack of a town near the center 
of the province where all of the public offices could be kept. 
He wrote: 
I have however last Assembly prevailed so far tho’ not without 
great opposition to get a law passed for establishing a town 
on the Forks of Cape Fear River which is the most commodious 
in every respect, of any situation in the Province. ... In a year or 
two I hope to get all Public Business done here. But this must be 
done by Degrees.?? 


19 Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 457-458. 

20 James Murray, Letters of James Murray, Loyalist, edited by Nina M. 
Tiffany (Boston: Privately printed, 1901), 58-60, hereinafter cited as 
Letters of James Murray. 

21 Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 418. 

22 Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 423-424. 
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Because of the complaints? and confusion surrounding the 
passage of the original town bill, the General Assembly, after 
reconvening in July of 1740, passed an act “for the better Regu- 
lation of the Town called Wilmington.’’4 This legislation con- 
firmed the legality of the previous law and went into greater de- 
tail in specifying the framework of town government. The board 
of commissioners was restructured to allow the electorate to nom- 
inate annually five candidates from which number the governor 
would select three town commissioners. Also, the St. James 
Parish church building as well as the New Hanover County 
courthouse and jail were to be constructed at Wilmington rather 
than in Brunswick as provided in earlier legislation. 

Town government subsequently underwent two major changes 
during the colonial period. The first occurred in 1745 when the 
governor’s authority to appoint commissioners was withdrawn; 
this authority was transferred to the people, who elected a five- 
man board each year. Elections were to be held on New Year’s 
Day except when that day fell on a Sunday, in which case the 
vote would be on the following Monday.2® The second major 
change occurred in 1760 when Wilmington temporarily departed 


23 The discord between Brunswick and her unwelcome neighbor was slow 
in dying, and it was several years before difficulties were resolved. Two 
rather interesting examples of this jealously and resentment are sufficient 
to reflect the mood. Anglican missionary James Moir in 1742 reported to 
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel that the people of St. James 
Parish in Wilmington were dominated by dissenters who interfered with 
his work and refused to pay him a livable wage for his service. At the 
same time, they objected to his occasional trips to officiate at St. Philips 
Parish in Brunswick. In disgust Moir left Wilmington to accept the 
Brunswick ministry; then the Wilmington vestry, in an effort to exasperate 
the people of St. Philips Parish, began to insist that Moir officiate fre- 
quently in Wilmington. (Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 606-608). 

On another occasion the Brunswick leader Roger Moore allowed his 
resentment to take the form of economic sanctions. In a deed dated July 
11, 1743, Roger Moore sold to John Jean a 108-acre island above Brunswick 
in the center of the Cape Fear River. The river was shallow above this 
point and it was convenient to store goods here for loading upon ocean- 
going vessels of larger draft. A special stipulation, the violation of which 
would void the entire transaction, provided that: “John Jean shall not 
permit any Inhabitant of the Town of Wilmington in New Hanover County 
or any other person who has a Shop, Store or Warehouse in the said 
Town of Wilmington, to Land or Store or put in Store any Rice, Tar, or 
Turpentine or Lumber of any kind whatsoever or any other goods or 
Commodities of North Carolina production for Exportation, on said Land 
or any Part of said Land... .” (New Hanover Deed Books, C, 30). 

24 Clark, State Records, XXIII, 146-149. 

25 Clark, State Records, XXIII, 234-235. 
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The first church building of the Saint James Episcopal Church was sit- 
uated at Market and Fourth streets. Begun in 1751, the original structure 
was consecrated in 1770 and used until 1839. This sketch cannot be com- 
pletely authenticated and the artist is unknown ; the original is preserved 
in the office of the Saint James rector. The copy above is taken from 
William Lord DeRosset (compiler, editor, and publisher), Pictorial and 
Historical New Hanover County and Wilmington, North Carolina, 1723- 
1938 (Wilmington, 1938). 


from the town commission system with the town’s “erection” 
into a borough.” At that time Governor Arthur Dobbs issued a 
charter which established a form of local government consisting 
of eleven aldermen, a mayor to be chosen from the board of 
aldermen, and a borough recorder. Together with the free- 
holders, they constituted the Common Council which made the 
bylaws for the town. The new borough was to take in not only 
earlier Wilmington town limits but also Eagles Island across the 
river to the west and all areas within two and one-half miles of 
the courthouse in every direction. This was the area included 
within Wilmington’s ‘Precincts and Liberties.” 


26 The borough charters of 1760 and 1763 are included in the town book. 
For an in-depth description of the background of Wilmington borough 
government see Lawrence Lee, The Lower Cape Fear in Colonial Days 
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1965), 127-132, and 
Mary Phlegar Smith, “Borough Representation in North Carolina,” North 
Carolina Historical Review, VII (April, 1930), 177-191. 
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The mayor and aldermen were given authority to hold a 
mayor’s court for minor civil offenses. When town fairs were 
being conducted, they were also allowed to institute a court of 
piepowder—a court of English origin designed to administer 
justice for commercial injuries at the fair. The royal charter 
appointed the mayor and aldermen and provided that a new 
mayor would be selected by the freeholders each year from 
among the aldermen. Upon the death of an alderman a replace- 
ment would be selected by the freeholders at a public election. 
A second charter was issued by Dobbs in 1763, but the content 
was basically the same. 

Apparently borough government and commission government 
coexisted from 1760 until 1764. In 1764 the General Assembly 
enacted legislation to regulate the proceedings of the mayor’s 
court, which the charter provided. Article XIII of this law speci- 
fied that “so much of an Act intituled, an Act for the Regula- 
tion of the Town of Wilmington, as relates to the Appointment 
of Commissioners for the said Town, is from henceforth, re- 
pealed and made void.’27 Commission government ceased to 
function at this point and there are no further records for it 
until 1768. Borough government continued at least until 1766 
but was abandoned sometime shortly thereafter. The commis- 
sioners were serving again in 1768 and continued to do so for 
the remainder of the period under study. Effective in 1772, the 
term of office for commissioners was extended to three years, 
thus abandoning the traditional process of annual elections. 

It is apparent that the residents of Wilmington realized at an 
early date that a courthouse was necessary to the growth and 
development of their town. There is a possibility that some form 
of temporary courthouse had been provided by 1736, as a 
quitrent bill introduced in the General Assembly that year pro- 
vided for the collection of quitrents “at the Court House for New 
Hanover at New Town.’’8 The Wilmington Town Act of 1739/40 
provided for the levy of a five-shilling poll tax to be used 
for “finishing and completing the Court House already erected in 
the said Town of Wilmington.’2° This building, located in the 
center of the intersection of Front and Market streets, was 
financed largely by private donations from the citizenry and was 


27 Clark, State Records, XIII, 656. 
28 Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 186-187. 
29 Clark, State Records, XXIII, 135. 
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completed by June, 1740.2° For several years the structure was 
utilized for court, public meetings, religious services, and im- 
prisonment of lawbreakers. The area beneath the courthouse 
served temporarily as a public market or “shambles” for the 
buying and selling of meat and produce. Throughout the colonial 
period the courthouse apparently remained basically as con- 
structed in 1740. In 1764 the county court contracted to have 
brick pillars placed under the building; the following year it 
decided to construct a cupola or belfry atop the courthouse so 
that the town bell could be moved from the inside. Evidently 
this work was completed by 1768.74 

Although the original Wilmington act had called for the build- 
ing of a jail, the courthouse and a five-acre designated area of 


C. J. Sauthier’s map of 1769 designates C at the corner of Market and 
Third streets as the location of the town jail. Part of Lot 3 on Market 
Street was purchased in 1744, and a jail was completed on this lot in 
1749. Photograph from the files of the Office of Archives and History. 


30 Alexander McDonald Walker (comp. and ed.), New Hanover County 
Court Minutes (Bethesda, Md: Alexander M. Walker, 4 volumes, 1958-1960), 
I, 15, hereinafter cited as Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes. 

31 Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 56-57, 65, 67, 86. 
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Wilmington were used for that purpose until a “common” jail 
could be constructed. In 1744 a part of Lot 3 on Market Street 
near the corner of Third was purchased from Benjamin Bur- 
leigh for £ 350 currency,*? and upon this plot construction of the 
jail was completed in 1749.33 Sometime thereafter a jailer’s 
house, stocks, a pillory, and a public whipping post were con- 
structed on the site; and a jailer was employed in 1764 ‘“‘to 
prevent the escaping of prisoners lately happening too often.’ 
In 1767 a 10 by 10-foot cage adjoining the east end of the pillory 
was constructed for the confinement of Negroes who had been 
arrested.2> During the following year the sheriff was ordered to 
enclose the jail lot with a board fence and to build an oven 
therein ‘for a Garden for the benefit of the prisoners.’’*¢ 

Because a bill providing for construction of a new jail and 
jailer’s house was defeated in the General Assembly in 1768,37 
it is probable that the old structure served until October of 1772 
when the sheriff reported to the court that it “had been set on 
fire and greatly impair’d, and thereby render’d insufficient for 
the detention of Felons.’’*® A temporary prison was built on the 
site. The General Assembly in 1773 and again in 1777 passed 
legislation calling for the erection of a new brick or stone jail 
and jailer’s house.®® In 1779 commissioners were instructed either 
to purchase a new lot for a jail or to construct a new building 
on the old site, but as late as 1783 a law was passed which noted 
that the jail had burned and a new one had to be built.*° 

The early inhabitants apparently felt little need for religious 
training, for the construction of a church did not share the high 
priority of the courthouse and jail. As the result of this in- 
difference and preoccupation with other matters, many years 
passed before a suitable house of worship was completed. The 
missionary John Lapierre, who had come to the Cape Fear in 
1730, was complaining by 1733 that any clergyman who came 


32 New Hanover Deed Books, C, 41; Walker, New Hanover Court 
Minutes, I, 27. 

33 Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 1023. 

34 Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 56-57, 92; II, 28. 

35 Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 77. 

36 Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 93. 

37 Saunders, Colonial Records, VII, 639. 

38 Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, II, 16. 

39 Clark, State Records, XXIII, 928-929; XXIV, 137-138; Saunders, 
Colonial Records, IX, 393-394. 

40 Clark, State Records, XXIV, 296, 520; Walker, New Hanover Court 
Minutes, II, 51. 
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to the area would find “a lawless place, a scattered people, no 
glebe, no parsonage to receive him.’*! The General Assembly 
which confirmed the Wilmington town charter in 1740 also 
provided for the establishment of the church of St. James 
Parish in the town.*? Although the enabling legislation was a 
matter of record, no visible effort was made to begin construc- 
tion of a sanctuary. Since no church building existed, the court- 
house served in that capacity, as the town commissioners had 
authorized its use for religious services and public meetings. In 
1742 James Moir, the Anglican minister, reported from Wil- 
mington that the county contained about 3,000 inhabitants, two 
thirds of whom were Negro. “I take one half of the whites to 
be Dissenters of various denominations ... we have no churches, 
no Glebes, no Parsonage Houses, nothing so far as I can see, that 
discovers in the People the least intention of providing even the 
necessary travelling charges.’ 

However, there was always some support for a church. The 
Wilmington merchant William Flavell specified in his will that 
his bequest of £200 in South Carolina currency was to be used 
in constructing an English church at Newton. Almost fifteen 
years elapsed before any use was made of the gift.** Also, 
Michael Higgins donated a one-half acre tract of land on Market 
Street near Fourth as a sight for a sanctuary, but as late as 1751 
little progress had been made toward actual construction. As the 
half-acre provided by Michael Higgins was not sufficient, the 
church commissioners were empowered to use 30 feet of Market 
Street for the front of the church. To assist in the project, the 
General Assembly of 1751 levied a tax of ls. 4d. on all taxables 
of the parish for three years. Seeking to increase private con- 
tributions to the building fund, subscribers were allowed to have 
pews built in proportion to the size of their subscription. The 
pews would then become their personal property with full in- 
heritance rights for their descendants.*® 

In 1754 Governor Arthur Dobbs reported that the people of 


41 Saunders, Colonial Records, III, 529-530. 

42 Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 540-542. 

43 Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 605-606. 

44 New Hanover Deed Books, AB, 141. See also Ida Brooks Kellam and 
Elizabeth Francenia McKoy, St. James Church, Wilmington, North Caro- 
lina, Historical Records, 1737-1852 (Wilmington: Mimeographed by Ida 
Brooks Kellam, 1965). 

45 Clark, State Records, XXV, 243-244. 
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Wilmington had “raised a large Brick Church which is ready for 
the Roof.’’*6 With the walls erected, a fresh series of delays fol- 
lowed. In 1759 and again in 1760 laws were enacted authorizing 
lotteries to help finance the completion of St. James Church in 
Wilmington and St. Philips Church at Brunswick.47 Apparently 
these sources of revenue failed to materialize, for in 1766 an 
observer commented that the church founded at Wilmington in 
1753 had walls which were “carried up about 10 or 12 feet and 
so remain.’48 Later that same year, Governor William Tryon 
optimistically reported that the churches at Wilmington and 
Brunswick would both be ready for public worship by Christ- 
mas.*® Despite Tryon’s optimism, it was not until after 1770 
that the church in Wilmington was finally completed. 

Construction of a church was only one of the varied problems 
which faced the Wilmington commissioners. Another problem 
was that the lack of an effective survey hindered the orderly 
development of streets and buildings. Although Matthew Higgen- 
botham prepared a plan of the town prior to September, 1737,51 
continued confusion necessitated a new survey in 1743. Based on 
the affidavit of Michael Higgins, Jeremiah Vail surveyed the 
town and prepared a new map which was lodged in the office of 
the secretary of the colony.®? 

Although ordinances and laws were passed repeatedly in an 


46 Saunders, Colonial Records, V, 158. 

47 Saunders, Colonial Records, VI, 32; Clark, State Records, XXIII, 535- 
537. 

48 Saunders, Colonial Records, VII, 284. 

49 Saunders, Colonial Records, VII, 260. 

50 Clark, State Records, XXIII, 803-804. 

51 New Hanover Deed Books, C, 261. 

52 The town was laid off in squares with its center located at the inter- 
section of Front and Market streets. Numerically designated streets ran 
parallel to the river and at right angles to Market and the other named 
streets. Running from north to south, streets perpendicular to the river 
included Red Cross, Walnut, Mulberry (now known as Grace), Chestnut, 
Princess, Market, Dock, Orange, Ann, Nun, Church, Castle, and Queen. 
Except for Market and Third streets which were 99 feet (6 poles) wide, 
all others were 66 feet (4 poles) wide. There were 14 blocks running along 
the river, with the town extending east for 5 blocks. All lots, with the 
exception of waterfront property, were 330 feet (20 poles) long by 66 
feet (4 poles) wide. Most lots were subsequently subdivided into much 
smaller units by individual owners. Business activities of the colonial port 
were concentrated along Front and on Dock and Market streets between 
the river and Second. The present-day Water Street along the river front 
was not added until 1785 when legislation was passed providing for its 
establishment. Clark, State Records, XXIV, 725-726. 


Xx1x 


N.C. OFFICE OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 


effort to regulate buildings, it is obvious that lot boundaries 
went unheeded by local builders. Property owners proceeded to 
build houses, porches, platforms, chimneys, and other obtrusions 
which extended into neighboring lots or onto the streets. Many 
of the early houses included piazzas in the initial construction ; 
others, without porches and without adequate space for later 
additions, were built immediately adjoining the street. The re- 
sult of this lack of foresight and proper regulation was that 
piazzas, chimneys, and rooms added later were of necessity con- 
structed upon the street proper. On several occasions legislation 
was passed to remedy this situation by charging ground rent 
on obtrusions such as cellars and chimneys which could not be 
easily removed, but the legislation was ineffective and the 
problem persisted throughout the colonial period. As late as 
1772 the town commissioners levied ground rent fines against 
at least sixty buildings for encroachments upon the public 
streets.°? These violations included parts of houses, basements, 
porches, platforms, and piazzas. 

Local ordinances reveal a certain degree of concern for prob- 
lems of an urban nature. One major concern was the Negro 
population. While figures are not available for the exact number 
of Negroes living in Wilmington, New Hanover County in 1765 
had 1,476 blacks and 529 white men out of a total taxable 
population of 2,005.54 A visitor in 1786 observed that the town 
had an estimated 1,200 inhabitants, with a ratio of four to one 
blacks over whites.® 

As the town grew, provisions were made for limiting the 
association of slaves and free Negroes and for preventing slaves 
from living in their own homes apart from their respective 
owners. A bylaw passed by the borough government in 1763 
specified that 


if any person being an Inhabitant of the borough or Liberties of 
Wilmington shall upon any pretence Whatsoever . . . presume to rent 
or hire any Tenement to a Slave or receive any Consideration for the 


53 All information in this section, not documented otherwise, has been 
taken from the records of the town book. 

54 Saunders, Colonial Records, VII, 145-146. 

55 Robert Hunter, Jr., Quebec to Carolina in 1785-1786: Being the 
Travel Diary and Observations of Robert Hunter, Jr., a Young Merchant 
of London, edited by Louis B. Wright and Marian Tinling (San Morino, 
California: Huntington Library, 1943), 286. 
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same such person shall forfeit & pay the sum of Forty Shillings Proc’ 
money for every month such Slave shall possess such Tenement. 


Permits were required for travel at night, whites were pro- 
hibited from supplying rum to Negroes, and slaves were for- 
bidden to sell any goods without written authorization from 
their masters. Probably of primary consideration was the prob- 
lem of theft and the constant fear of slave uprisings. Attorney 
William Hooper complained in 1773 that persons known to him 
were purchasing from his Negroes everything they could pillage 
from his home in town or from his nearby plantation. Fear of 
uprisings is evident in Janet Schaw’s description of an incident 
which occurred in Wilmington in 1775: 


I came to town yesterday with an intention of being at church this 
day. ... I found the whole town in an uproar, and the moment I 
landed, Mt Rutherford’s negroes were seized and taken into custody 
till I was ready to return with them. ...I found my short prophecy 
in regard to the Negroes was already fulfilled and that an insurrection 
was hourly expected. There had been a great number of them dis- 
covered in the adjoining woods the night before, most of them with 
arms, and a fellow belonging to Doctor Cobham was actually killed. 
All parties are now united against the common enemies. Every man 
is in arms and the patroles going thro’ all the town, and searching 
every Negro’s house, to see they are all at home by nine at night.’ 


Of equal concern to the town fathers was the constant threat 
of fire. Ordinances were passed prohibiting the use of wooden 
or clay chimneys and requiring all chimneys to be swept every 
two weeks. Residents were required to own fire buckets, and 
the town purchased hooks and ladders to be kept at the town 
hall for use in case of fire. 

In 1755 a special property tax of 1 percent of evaluation was 
levied to finance the purchase of a fire engine for the town. 
Captain Benjamin Heron was commissioned to purchase a suit- 
able engine in England using the £60 proclamation money raised 
by the special tax. When the engine was delivered, the cost 
including freight, insurance, and commission amounted to 


56 Cape Fear Mercury (Wilmington), September 22, 1773. 

57 Janet Schaw, Journal of a Lady of Quality; Being the Narrative of a 
Journey from Scotland to the West Indies, North Carolina, and Portugal, in 
the Years 1774-1776, edited by Evangeline Walker Andrews with the 
collaboration of Charles McLean Andrews (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1923), 199-200, hereinafter cited as Schaw, Journal of a Lady of 
Quality. 

XXxi 


N.C. OFFICE OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 


£121 12s. 9d. proclamation money — more than twice the ex- 
pected sum. An engine house was constructed, and from time 
to time a resident was employed to repair and maintain the 
engine. Even with the fire engine, a major fire during the spring 
of 1756 did extensive damage to the town. In 1768 two wells 
were sunk in the center of Front Street within 50 feet of the 
courthouse to provide an improved water supply for the town. 
Finally, in 1772 the firm of Ancrum & Schaw was commissioned 
to purchase for the town “one of the best fire Engines” in 
Philadelphia, along with fire chains and hooks; and James 
Blythe agreed to repair Wilmington’s old machine, which was to 
be sold. 

The commissioners set about to improve the physical facilities 
necessary for effective trade; then they tried to establish price 
and quality controls which would be in the best interest of the 
consumer. In 1749 a 26-foot-wide dock, or wharf, was constructed 
up the center of Dock Street from the river to Front Street. To 
facilitate local commerce further, another wharf at the foot 
of Market Street was in use by 1752. Regulations were adopted 
limiting the period during which a vessel could be tied to the 
docks and prohibiting prolonged storage of goods in the im- 
mediate area. Produce and meats brought to town by water had 
to be offered for sale at the Market Street wharf before street 
sale was permitted. Originally the space below the courthouse 
was utilized as a marketplace for the buying and selling of meats 
and produce, but apparently sometime during the 1740s a sep- 
arate market house was constructed on Market Street between 
the courthouse and the river. Town records contain occasional 
references to the existence of a market house; however, factual 
information concerning the structure is somewhat limited. The 
building probably did exist in 1748, but by 1763 meats were 
again being sold beneath the courthouse. During that same 
year a poll tax was levied to defray the cost of constructing a 
market house. As late as 1768 the book records the use of the 
courthouse for marketing purposes. The T. E. Hyde map of 
1826, showing the city as it existed at the end of the colonial 
period, includes a market house in the center of the street 
below the courthouse. 

Of much greater significance than the physical market house 
were the restrictions placed on marketing, from time to time, 
throughout the period. Marketing hours were established and 
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sellers were required to offer their goods for sale at the desig- 
nated market places for a specified period of time before hawk- 
ing them in the streets. Butchers were required to provide meat 
in small quantities upon request, and all sales had to be mea- 
sured in pounds. An ordinance adopted in 1751 provided a price 
ceiling of 2 pence per pound on all beef sold at the Wilmington 
market. As further protection to the consumer, an ordinance of 
1763 prohibited the sale of ‘“unwholesome or stale Victuals, 
Blown meat, Bulls flesh, Murrain Beef, Ram Mutten, or Leprous 
Swine.” 

The local government frowned upon efforts by unscrupulous 
merchants to delude the buying public. This was evident when 
the Common Council in 1765 called attention to the problem of 
adulturated milk caused by adding water or other impurities. 
The resulting ordinance prohibited such activities and provided 
that any two freeholders selected at random would serve as 
tasters of suspected milk. Violators would have their milk con- 
fiscated for the use of the poor and be subject to a 5-shilling 
fine for each offense. 

Price controls were a vital part of the effort to cope with 
marketing problems, to assure fair competition, and to provide 
consumer protection. In 1763 restrictions on the size, weight, 
and price of bread were initiated to prevent bakers from taking 
unfair advantage of the unwily consumer. Tables of weight, 
content, and size were set up and distributed to all bakers. A 
limit of 20 percent above the cost of flour was permitted as the 
baker’s profit. Bread was to be inspected periodically to assure 
compliance, and violators were subject to fine and confiscation. 

Another problem facing the frontier community was the 
necessity to build and maintain streets and roads. For Wilming- 
ton the 1745 law approached this difficulty in two ways. Com- 
missioners were given authority to levy an annual tax not to 
exceed ls. 6d. proclamation money on each male taxable; this 
revenue was to be used for building and repairing public 
wharves, bridges, and “other public charges.” In addition, the 
commissioners were empowered to call upon all male taxables 
to meet at least twice each year for the purpose of clearing and 
repairing the streets, wharves, docks and slips. Those neglecting 
or refusing to serve were fined 2s. 8d. for each day missed. 
Because of this mandatory service, residents were exempt from 
working on the public roads outside of the town. The town book 
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reveals widespread noncompliance with this act, forcing the 
commissioners to collect fines and employ laborers. As the town 
grew, the work system became so unwieldy that by 1772 the 
system had been abandoned for a regular tax assessment for 
street repair by hired workers. 

To the hard-pressed commissioners it probably seemed that 
there was a never-ending list of problems which required their 
attention. It was their responsibility to order the drainage of 
unimproved lots, to restrict the location of “necessary houses,’ 
to employ a “scavenger” or garbage collector to see to the dis- 
posal of waste, and to walk the streets as a guard against 
disturbances. It was necessary to regulate the operation of ordi- 
naries or taverns during religious. services, provide for the 
proper treatment of sailors while in port, prohibit the roaming 
of goats and hogs in the town, and restrict the speed with which 
horses were ridden through the streets. 

Wilmington remained quite small throughout the colonial 
period, but it was referred to by the natives of the Cape Fear as 
their “metropolis” and by visitors as “the leading town in the 
province.’>§ As early as 1733 travelers through the area were 
impressed with the rapid rate of population growth along the 
Cape Fear and predicted a bright future “because of ye good- 
ness of navigation.”°® During the following year 42 ships had 
loaded on the river, and a house and lot in the village of Newton 
might sell for as much as £1,000. Twenty years later, in 1754, 
Governor Arthur Dobbs boasted of 100 ships entering the river 
annually and of 70 families living in Wilmington.*! Peter DuBois, 
writing from Wilmington in 1757, related that “the Regularity 
of the Streets are equal to those of Philadelph* and Buildings in 
General very Good. Many Of Brick, two or three Stories High 
with double Piazas wch. make a good appeara.’’® 

It is difficult to determine the exact population or number of 
houses in Wilmington at any given time. The town book reveals 
106 taxables in the city in 1755; one year later this number had 
increased to 125. These statistics do not include women, white 


58 Schaw, Journal of a Lady of Quality, 283. 

59 Richard Marsden to ye Lordship, June 20, 1733, Anglican Church 
Records, Reel 66 of microfilm copy, State Archives. 

60 Letters of James Murray, 29. 

61 Saunders, Colonial Records, V, 158. 

62 Peter DuBois to Samuel Johnston, Jr., February 8, 1757, typescript, 
Hayes Collection, State Archives. The original is in the library at Hayes. 
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males below the age of sixteen, or Negroes below the age of 
twelve, and accordingly are not an accurate record of the town’s 
population. In 1755 there were in the town 58 house owners with 
property subject to tax evaluations; by 1758 this figure had 
increased to 61. The total property evaluation for 1758 amounted 
to £7,125. The assessed values varied from £5 to £500, indicating 
that many of the designated property owners possessed more 
than one house. John DuBois, for example, owned more than 
nine houses when he died in 1768. By 1765 there were almost 
800 people in the town and the population continued to increase 
in the years that followed. Even unhappy visitors accustomed 
to the society and culture of Edinburgh and London were forced 
to admit that “while the houses are not spacious, they are in 
general very commodious and well furnished.”’® 

The inhabitants of colonial Wilmington represented a wide 
variety of backgrounds and vocations. While many townsmen 
moved from various parts of North Carolina, drifting down 
from the Albemarle and Pamlico Sound regions, the majority 
came from other colonies and from foreign countries. They 
migrated from Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Charleston, and 
Virginia. The settlement reflected a strong influence of the West 
Indies as newcomers arrived from Jamaica, Antigua, Barbadoes, 
and St. Croix. Englishmen immigrated from London, Liverpool, 
Lancashire County, Somersetshire, Sussex, and Yorkshire. 
Among the Irish cities represented were Dublin and Ulster, 
while various parts of Scotland and France were points of origin 
for a number of the new residents. 

Perhaps more intriguing than national Aeon are the 
trades, crafts, and professions which were practiced by the 
residents. Merchants, innkeepers, mariners, and carpenters prob- 
ably made up the majority of the inhabitants; and it is known 
that at least 24 physicians practiced in Wilmington prior to 
1778.6 Among the government officials residing there were nu- 


63 Schaw, Journal of a Lady of Quality, 155. 

64 Included in this number were Roger Rolfe, Thomas Hall, John Stuart, 
Armand John DeRosset, Samuel Green, Moses John DeRosset, Cosmos 
Farguharson, Edward Wight, John Mortimer, Thomas Lloyd, Benjamin 
Burleigh, Isaac Faris, John Corbin, Thomas Neilson, William Forrester, 
James Ward, James Fallon, John Fergus, Daniel McNeill, Nathaniel Hill, 
John Eustice, Robert Tucker, James Geekie, and Thomas Cobham. Many 
of these individuals appear in the town book and its footnotes. Undoubtedly 
some of them were self-styled “doctors of physicks” with little formal 
training, who practiced medicine as the need required. 
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merous council members, the receiver general of quitrents, and 
the attorney general of North Carolina. Also in residence were 
attorneys, ministers, tailors, coopers, blacksmiths, tanners, peri- 
wig makers, goldsmiths and silversmiths, and at least one author, 
cabinetmaker, watchmaker, sadler, chairmaker, coppersmith, and 
shoemaker. 

Wilmington, first and foremost, was a port; and its economy 
was inescapably tied to the sea and to the commerce the sea 
provided. Shipbuilding, naval stores, and lumbering operations 
were of major consequence to the town’s development; tar and 
turpentine distilleries operated around the fringe of the town 
and across the river on Eagles Island. Shipbuilding existed as 
early as 1737 when Michael Dyer operated a shipyard between 
Church and Castle streets.» Two years later Dyer agreed to 
accept William Martindale as an apprentice to learn the trade 
of shipwright.** Records do not reveal the number of ships con- 
structed at Wilmington during the colonial period, but it is 
probable that such ship carpenters as Joshua Grainger, Jr., John 
Walker, and Robert Wells actively pursued their trade. The port 
town continued to thrive during the early 1760s as the produc- 
tion of naval stores, lumber, hemp, and flax increased. By 1764 
more than 36,600 barrels of naval stores were being shipped 
from the river annually with approximately 30 million feet of 
lumber and scantling being produced at 40 sawmills along the 
river.®7 

Travelers to Wilmington during the Revolutionary War period 


Hugh Finlay’s map of the post roads, made after an inspection of the 
area in 1774, shows orderly clusters of houses and a church on the site of 
Wilmington, “the most flourishing town in the province.” Photograph from 
the files of the Office of Archives and History. 


65 New Hanover Deed Books, AB, 60. 
66 Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 11. 
67 Saunders, Colonial Records, VI, 1030. 
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had mixed reactions to the town and its residents. Some visitors 
were extremely critical of the sand, the heat of summer, and 
the remoteness of the area in general. Others appear to have 
found the community and its people quite pleasant. Hugh Finlay, 
while inspecting the post roads in 1774, referred to it as ‘‘the 
most flourishing town in the Province.’’®8 Shortly after the close 
of the war, the superiority of Wilmington over New Bern was 
affirmed by visitors to both towns. Though there were only an 
estimated 150 houses in Wilmington in 1784,® they were thought 
to be “comfortable, clean, and generally better than those in 
Newbern. There is more commerce . . . and the inhabitants 
appear to be more sociable, more generous, and better dressed.””° 

From all of the varied observations, it is possible to see 
Wilmington, even by eighteenth century standards, as a relative- 
ly small, unimposing town. But it was a port and vital to the 
development of the colony. As the port and commercial center 
for a frontier area, it attracted a wide variety of settlers. As 
can be seen from the town book, there were doctors, lawyers, 
and merchants; but there were also ordinary-keepers, tailors, 
carpenters, and laborers. Those who worked with their hands 
were in the majority and they accumulated property and wealth 
as a result of their efforts. They were in a new, remote environ- 
ment where labor was necessary for survival; without their toil 
Wilmington would not have thrived or survived. These were the 
builders of a town in the coastal wilderness of eastern North 
Carolina, and this book is a record of their endeavors. 


68 Hugh Finlay, Journal Kept by Hugh Finlay, Surveyor of the Post 
Roads on the Continent of North America, during his Survey of the Post 
Offices between Falmouth and Casco Bay in the Province of Massachu- 
setts, and Savannah in Georgia (Brooklyn: Frank H. Norton, 1867), 66. 

69 Johann David Schoepf, Travels in the Confederation (1783-1784) from 
the German of Johann David Schoepf, translated and edited by Alfred J. 
Morrison (Philadelphia: W. J. Campbell, 2 volumes, 1911), II, 145. 

70 Miranda, New Democracy in America, 12-14. 
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CALENDAR OF RECORDED TRANSACTIONS 


MINUTES AND DOCUMENTS DATE 
MeGtingsofEP TCENGLGCYS io oe isin sisters os Pe April 5, 17438 
Notice-of / Freeholders iMeeting ....... 222s eras April 27, 17438 
SUEVOV AU LMOTIZeC eee eere th. ie, ic wis ote eae eee se ea [May 9, 1743] 
SV USCHEDOTS ee LIS bCte ea nt Pae oy oF 5 side eo aie cee May 9, 1748 
AThoavit Oteviichael Hiegines iy cos acLin., Re May 9, 1743 
Street Surveyor Commissioned ..........0.5000 0.000. May 30, 17438 
SULVEVOr ss) Deposition HIE) any 35 eee. aa. 3 Lee June 7, 1743 
Meeting of Preeholdersw ite). chats jae ie July 12, 1748 
Meeting of Commissioners [elected after 1745] ..November 30, 1745 
Meeting of Commissioners: 2... .6s. 6c: is SEY December 14, 1745 
Meeting: of Commissioners, 6 eh a es oe hl Be December 21, 1745 
Meeting of Commissioners ..................... December 25, 1745 
iMeeting Of Commissioners: icin sce ls BE December 28, 1745 
PURO LA SS OIIIOL YG me tr NIL i castle ante cutee s baud. et are Rae ane aa April 20, 1745 
WIBELING “OLVF TEEN OLACTS hsh i.) ais screw eines aie Ae May —, 1745 
Hiceting + O14 COMMISSIONCTS | ook. chawsiia die oe ee July 2, 1745 
Meetingsot Commissioners ..2).) si)... 6.4 als July 3, 1745 
Meetine*of ‘Comrfiissioners .........../0.000 July 9, 1743 [1745] 
Meetiie of “Freeholders: ... <.....4024 5.000" January 1, 1745 [1746] 
Meetine.ol  Rreeholderat it. 6s. oS a5. ae AM January 1, 1746 [1747] 
Meeting Of PCOMMISSIONENS A.....« nce smden se Ae June 23, 1747 
Meeting Of Gommissioners: ..)..6..44..0.0 Lop SER ee July 3, 1747 
Meeting of Freeholders) =)... ca gee eee January 1, 1747 [1748] 
Meeting of ‘Cormmissioners. 2 54.4. Wis «6. Se April 18, 1748 
Meeting of Commissioners... i66.6 os o5 ) p55 sk Oe April 25, 1748 
Commissioners’ Report on Street Work ................ May 2, 1748 
Neel ING O1-GOMMISSIONErS: i 04y Hawes scope ee ee July 5, 1748 
NVEIGELING: OF “COMMISSIONGES ©). 11/004 x (oaretse «end eee ee July 26, 1748 
Commissioners’ Report on Street Work ......... ses August 8, 1748 
Meeting of Freeholders and 

Election of Commissioners .............. January 2, 1748 [1749] 
Meeting Or-GOMMISSIONCES. «63.56.45 xs os Re August 18, 1749 
Meeting ore Preehnolderse  .hs.asia a a 4 oc RR August 19, 1749 
Mestinge of Gommissioners.. :<. 6.2.46 4. 00M August 24, 1749 
Meeting Of COMMISSIONELS °..) atau. FAP August 28, 1749 
Nreetine OL }COMMISSIONOTS > vikie'o ders ed SO September 21, 1749 
Meeting: Of (hTreeholders: U... 6. 044 4 wana ae January 1, 1749 [1750] 
Commissioners QuUAlITY..2 3s 4 suction dee January 2, 1749 [1750] 
Commissioner Qualifies ; 

Meeting of Commissioners ............ February 28, 1749 [1750] 
Meeting’ of Commissioners ... 2... 66 es 000 JM March 13, 1749 [1750] 
Meeting ‘or Commissioners | 2. 6. ed cues. OO June 21, 1751 [1750?] 
Meeting of Commissioners ................ August 8, 1751 [1750?] 
Meeting OFVRreenolgers 26. 4 eben dns a ee August 14, 1750 
OMIMISSTONGY SEG WAIL Va bo otek uce-e edeic a ate Dae meee August 15, 1750 
Meeting vot sHreeholders (vd cuss. anes aedckstow EA September 25, 1750 
Meeting of “Commissionerss: 2° s.. @Aeu oe wee. December 15, 1750 


Meeting of Freeholders; 


Meeting of Commissioners .............. January 1, 1750 [1751] 
Meeting of Commissioners .............. Oe gab sraae March 28, 1751 
Mé6lin ge OT ZR reenoldars oa nic ih ate 5-0 cee e 4 Glen ee ae June 24, 1751 
Commissioner Qualifies ; 

Meeting oraCommissioners. .. |... 8a. exehliiee JULY GLAM ioe 
Meeting ofa Commissioners .2 0.80... ..2220/.5 Se duly el Syel751 
Meeting of Commissioners .................... September 20, 1751 
Meeting ;ofiCommissioners . 22.2... oa eek December 10, 1751 
Meeting of Commissioners ..................... December 31, 1751 


Meeting of Freeholders; 
Commissioners Qualify; 


Meeting -of ‘Commissioners’: 14. b. } yo) nea. January 23, 1752 
Mecting, of (Commissioners...) . 2... 35 eee February 14, 1752 
Commissioners Qualify; 

Meeting sof Commissioners xc... +... See ae March 8, 1752 
Meeting: off Commissioners: o sdsic wn sco <n ee March 17, 1752 
Meeting of Commissioners ........... slain ery ae aa April 14, 1752 
Meeting: of Commissioners; oo 560.6 ee November 7, 1752 
Meeting of Commissioners ..............8)0.0). December 30, 1752 
Meeting of Freeholders; 

Meeting’ of Commissioners’... .s6.6. +... Bee January 1, 1753 
MéetingoL Gommmigsigners |. ci. diigo a ao eee March 29, 1753 
Plection’of:Conimissioners .. 2 os .asadsns. Dee July 21, 1753 
Meeting ofiComniissioners ...).405.0.055.40.. eee August 7, 1753 
Meeting sof iCommissioners 4.02.5... 55. ¢ eee ee. December 8, 1753 
Meeting of Freeholders; 

Meeting of Commissioners ...................... January 1, 1754 
Commissioner Qualifies ; 

Meeting of Commissioners .. js ode se), Peed ee April 6, 1754 
Meeting yor tCommissioners -.....06/205. ) see eee April 29, 1754 
Meeting: of (Commissioners... 4.0...) 5 See: May 31, 1754 
Meeting of sCommissioners .. ..20Y2 Jae Pe September 18, 1754 
Meeting of Commissioners |... 6.02. 0 eke eee October 1, 1754 
Meeting of Commissioners (23.000. ..). eee October 5, 1754 
Meeting of): Gommissioners: 40055 45405. eee ee October 18, 1754 
Meeting of: Commissioners. i: 7 vache ee October 30, 1754 
Meéting..of: Commissioners: 2... 62.405 Ja eee: November 18, 1754 
Meeting ‘of Commissioners. ....%..-< s.;. 4 Seen November 21, 1754 
Meeting of (Commissioners. ...... +... 4. 996 December 3, 1754 
Meeting Jof' Freeholders. ...... 0 2s. sas) eee January 7, 1755 
Commissioners. Qualify... ae eee January 8, 1755 
Meeting of Commissioners ...................5.. January 23, 1755 
Meeting of Commissioners... 02.2... eae ee: January 28, 1755 
Meeting of) Commissioners .. «2.0. .4..45. . wee April 17, 1755 
Meeting of Commissioners ................... November 13, 1754* 
Meeting of; Commissioners: ..5 ... 2... Yar 2 Bee a May 2, 1755 
Meeting: of Commissioners’ .....2..023-- 1. 2B ada May 17, 1755 
Meeting of: Commissioners 000355 46s es ee a August 11, 1755 


* This is the date which appears in the town book; presumably, the minutes 


were copied out of order. 
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Meeting Jor Commissioners il. Gacncave as See December 11, 1755 
Meeting of (Commissioners ii icisd wtc. ans December 20, [1755] 
Meeting: of Commissioners: :..0..5..0.002.4 02900 December 30, 1755 
DMectinig ToL Teeno der ste i hy wince lonlwean Md Oe January 5, 1756 
MOMMIBSIONGrStQUaliTYy: oy) ou ke January 19, 1756 
Meeting ofdininaiivantow sc. ui sate vcca.ae January 24, 1756 
Tet lerato re Beniaminerreroney 6oo4.:..5.ccssionne oe February 11, 1756 
Meeting sof Commissioners 2. c6e. ccc sl Loe, March 23, 1756 
Meeting-of ,Commissionerssy rat. el eS) eae Ry os March 26, 1756 
Avppointmentiot Mire Wardens. ones Jove). ey ie ais May 7, 1756 
Meeting of Commissioners .................... November 15, 1756 
Meeting of Commissioners ............... January 2, 1756 [1757?] 
Meching otyvlrechnoldersiei., 20. he. ei ok January 4, 1757 
Meshing sof Commissioners 9) 42s eek Lee January 5, 1757 
Meating gofiMrecholdersiie ooo. f 5 RE ae January 3, 1758 
Meeting of; Commissioners ...............@%/20 January 16, 1758 
Mecting of eCommissionera 2, v.00.) 6. dieaeely euieh March 17, 1758 
Meeting of Commissioners. 2.16 cen a oa May 24, 1758 
Meeting ‘of Commissionersentm (al ewe cael eee July 4, 1758 
Commissioner Qualifies sie i eels emcee dues July 18, 1758 
Meetinescoi: Mrecholdersitey 7% Meraulh ol Waleed Me eds January 2, 1759 
GompmesonersQualifviies.. ca January 3, 1759 
CormmnmesronersQualifies (een... eo inc vc dle ee January 10, 1759 
Mbering of «Commissioners: y.hcuss) * oy bree bt eee dilve 26.5769 
Meeting of Commissioners. 4.000. © View oe October 29, 1759 
Mectinzeof Commissioners .. 3...) iawn November 10, 1759 
Meeting of (Commissioners: , . casscwhA :wekeroant December 28, 1759 
Meoting- ofslivesholders mes 26 le, wo aa January 1, 1760 
Commissionersm@Oua li type. ee ae eg ale July 21, 1760 
Meeting of Commissioners ..........0..... 20a September 23, 1760 
Meeting of Commissioners ................... December 22, 1760* 
Meeting of. Commissioners: ¢...0... 22. walsh. laden October 3, 1760 
Meeting of (Commissioners ..... 2.5.06. 0000-4: ... October 26, 1760 
WanmmissionersaQualiive gi oi. a ete. ba aed, March 14, 1761 
Meeting: of. Commissioners’). .2s) she. 064.... 2 wlect March 18, 1761 
Meetinovol. Commissioners ical: Mu nriica tl. gaa ek March 27, 1761 
Meeting of Commissioners ...............000c5-o. e May 11, 1761 
Meeting of Commissioners’ / heoedl sate weal? ian die May 29, 1761 
Preating of, Commissioners’ ...4.o3.0 oe cancers September 29, 1761 
Meeting of Commissioners .................... November 19, 1761 
Meeting of Commissioners .................... December 17, 1761 
Meciiiigaotelrecholders 30. 6): ook a amen! January —, 1762 
Meeting ofCommissioners. .. 22... 6 cs. aeecrnlanden March 29, 1762 
Meetingvof- Commissioners: 3.2 oc. ssi... «« dieeabuntaade May 18, 1762 
Neovingno Commissioners ©0565 4.6 oh ola ewe wneasplees May 24, 1762 
Neeting: Oty Commissioners: .. =.) 6... ssc 5 < Sanus Ab oedteas June 14, 1762 
MeetingsorCommissioners |...) ci <4 «ics webeoane: November 4, 1762 
Meeting of Commissioners .................... December 12, 1762 
PomunicsionersnQuantyaee®, ose ke ae February 3, 1763 
Meeting of Commissioners ..................... February 21, 1763 


* The minutes for December 22, 1760, were out of order in the original book. 
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Meeting’ of \Commissioners (2. ih5.).5).. 2. 2 RE June 24, [1763] 


Meeting of; Commissioners, coi)... 2. July 1, [1763] 
Meeting) of {COMMISSIONGrS os. esi oe PABA January 2, 1764 
Meeting tofalhreenolders 3 ii.k hee obs lel ics he SOR January 3, 1764 
COMMISSION CLS BO U atti Ao canines: Galevasnes Meneren January 12, 1764 
Mecting of @ommissioners ' .. 3.5.5.0 pcos MOREE January 16, 1764 
Meetine oftCommissioners sibs i. ee NS I January 23, 1764 
Ghartervor King Georgerl] 2. .4dnaenss > BARRE January 15, 1760* 


Mayor and Other Borough Officials Sworn into Office ... [—, 1760 | 
Mayor’s Court: monthly, from March, 1760, through December, 1760 


PHCCEIOMN  OLU WTA VOL re ior Gin eee hae Nie eh, eo January, 1761 
Bilection "OL “Mayor Peis. sys dod a oe eer eos se January 1762 
Mayor Qualifies Py Aes uy lend a ee ane January 14, 1762 
Meeting ‘of¢ Common (Council (..:2./204.0%4> SPR January 3, 1763 
Gharter of Kinet George: LIL... its ean ee March 5, 1763 
Boroughs Officials; Quality: oy 0 wee oe Oe March 22, 1763 
Meeting. of (Common Council, oo nn.<ka. an. See March 29, 1763 
MATderiiian eQUual Ly ve ers ati ew goles ‘a og SOR CON April 22, 1763 
Mayor’s monthly Court: May, July, September, November _. 1763 
Meeting of Common Council, «4.2.4. .5% cae x eeeee ee November, 1763 
Table of Weights and Prices for Bread ................ 

Blection Wie MAy Gee Ce ade usaw less eee January 2, 1763 [1764] 
Meeting of ‘Common’ Council «.....444..0. 5)nee eee January 7, 1765 
Election of Mayor; Meeting of Common Council ... January 14, 1765 
Meeting: of’ Common Council. cis 602 0) 52 1 PAPO January 21, 1765 
Meeting of Common Council ............... January 29 [28?] 1765 
Meeting of Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen ............ October 26, 1765 
ERlectionvormaAqaermens . 0085s, 364k dn ele ee RR October 30, 1765 
Electione OLPOlay Ore Ae ss CSA Vein be ee eee January 6, 1766 
Meeting or Aldermen? hticra wick sees eis Bees January 14, 1766 
Election ofsNlavowr rds fs ceiedie Pe aR ae oy ie January 20, 1766 
Blection ‘of Assembly ‘Member .......... 8.00053" February 11, 1766 
Election’ of Recorder tg) Cu kel Seng caehe eee eee June 23, 1766 
Election’ of’ Commissioners «via vee cleans ose ee See January 3, 1768* 
Commissioners Quality is ia RG ee ee ene January 22, 1768 
Commissioner Qualifies; Meeting of Commissioners . February 8, 1768 
Meeting of Commissioners isch hed na eee  ee April 23, 1768 
Table of Weights and Prices for Bread ................ 

Meeting of Commissioners: ») 2 e.28s49 ho. hee ee July? 25,1768 
Meeting of: Conimissioners: +: 6) 4 ¢¢552 0: July 26, 1768 
Mcetingvor- Commissioners -).5a.icai eke September 19, 1768 
Hilection’ or ‘Commissioners’ 4.5) bcc ei ee ee see ee January 3, 1769 
Meeting of * Commissioners |: .442 45580 h eae tee ee May 1, 1769 
Meeting of Commissioners nooo Arie ree August 19, 1769 
Meeting’ of ‘Commissioners: -i!i)../.74 0 oe eee September 1, 1769 
Meeting of ‘Commissioners: 2 2.2. eee eee. September 30, 1769 
Blection’ of: Commissioners \. sito. Lae eee January 3, 1770 


* The repetition of dates from this point through 1766 occurs because there 
was a coexistence of borough government and commission government dur- 
ing those years. 

* Commissioners’ records are resumed at this point in the town book. 
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Election of Commissioners 
Election of Commissioners 
Commissioners Qualify 
Meeting of Commissioners 
Commissioners Qualify 


January 7, 
ee ee ene eee er January 7, 
Rio iGo Sob Mi ARIA LS eet Oe AC Be January 138, 
Aids IRA TDM ia OStatic Nigel! January 16, 
FR hi Ra Ress UA Laelia) Cape td det January 21, 


a Ce 36. 1 19: 19 -@) 67.0) G1) a) 0) 04 "@. 6) 60 6) 4) 8) ays 


Meeting of (Commissioners) «O25 6. hae ee oe ee January 22, 
Meeting of (Commissioners)... 294.029. fas, ve ee January 25, 
Meeting of Commissioners) |) 6.0) nce ee February 19, 
Meeting “of eGommissioners: 2S ele ea April 7, 
Meeting ore Commissioners: 6. eee eae April 14, 
Meetings of Commissionersi.). bono s Wo Bee ea ay June 11, 
Meeting 20L COMmmMiISsiOners ca ee tie peed neu eae July 6, 
Meeting. on COMmMISsIONera Wain. ke bee a ene August 19, 
Meenng 701s COMMISSIONCES 1) eee as August 22, 
Meeting -of ‘Commissioners. ius. ee September 7, 
Meeting of Commissioners ..........,........... January 4, 
Meeting of Commissioners ....................... January 5, 
Meeting yor Commissioners nc.) 2 6S. une tas oe January 16, 
Meeting of Gommissioners) yak eta eee March 24, 
Meeting ors Commissioners). a4 oe et hen ea ee April 3, 
Meetingsol Commissioners oc eee April 12, 
Meetinezof (Commissioners. 2... {002 pen April 21, 
Neeting .0f Commissioners)... 6) fe wn Me October 27, 
Meeting of Commissioners ..................... November 2, 
Meeting of Commissioners ..................... December 6, 
Meeting of Commissioners. 4.04.) Be ae December 7, 
Meeting of (Commissioners... uh ou aia January 3, 
Meeting 01, Commissioners) ee oe) ag ne ie Wor ae January 19, 
Meeting 10f “Commissioners, .0).5. 0 Wii Oe Ve ty hanes February 7, 
Meeting. of. Commissioners!) 6. .ch. cess fee eee ae March 1, 
Meeting of ;Commissioners (\4,.00 4) 0 sen hee March 21, 
Meeting or; Commissioners: 0.0): 5 aon he yy ee April 4, 
Meare. 01. Commissioners ©. 6) ea ae et May 18, 
Meeting or Commissionersi:)) hs lig 3) SO a eens ea June 14, 
Meetings of Commissioners: two sessions ........... June 16, 
Meeting vor, Commissioners ih ta Gees anes September 6, 
Meeting of) Commissioners) ee ee Mk ae October 11, 
Meetingsof Commissioners)..i hs ee October 14, 
Meeting 7ol, Commissioners: a Joss he eee November 8, 
Meetine: Of ‘Commissioners, wut oe el le January 2, 
Piectionco1, (Ommissioners: fu cia) nis Cee ee ee. January 6, 
Commissioners «Qual Vic) is ahh ae eee January 16, 
Meeting of Commissioners. ..,.0..0.0 0.08. .0200228, January 20, 
Meetingson Commissioners <0) aie ee a January 28, 
Meeting eOrsC OMMISSIONCYS se Lhe EWA) ee February 3, 
Meeting of Commissioners ....4...0....0040800... February 17, 
Meeting of Commissioners ............0:-4...54: February 24, 
Meeting cof COMMISSIONCYS i secs’ \eiheslo Gals berths ceolee ak March 17, 
Mectingsof) Commissioners) aateioi. sity nenoilel wees ee July. 21, 
Meeting 01) Commiscioners iy: Mik. | hee aa August 18, 
Mecting “of *Commissioners Po (REL YG Fe oe eee December 15, 
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“The Town Book The Gift of John Rutherfurd Senior” is inscribed on 
the page pictured here. Presumably, entries from an earlier journal were 
copied into the Wilmington Town Book given to the town in 1751 by 
Rutherfurd. Other notations on the page were made by unidentified persons. 
Photograph supplied by the editors. 


The Wilmington Town Book 
1743-1778 
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Wilmington April 5 1743 


The Freeholders met at the Court House in Pursuance of an 
Act of Assembly to Elect proper Persons to be Return’d to his 
Excelley the Governor to serve as Commissioners for the ensuing 
Year, when on Closing the Pole the five following had a ma- 
jority of Votes, viz. 


James Campbell? James Smallwood? 
Rufus Marsden? Richard Hellier* 
Armand DeRosset® 


1James Campbell referred to himself in 1734 as a “merchant of New 
Liverpool,” thus making him one of Wilmington’s earliest residents. A town 
commissioner and the father of future commissioners—James, John, 
Samuel, and William Campbell—the elder Campbell was dead by 1756. 
New Hanover County Deed Books, Office of the Register of Deeds, New 
Hanover County Courthouse, Wilmington, Deed Books, ABrOLOO, 101ze dD, 
219, hereinafter cited as New Hanover Deed Books; North Carolina Wills, 
Secretary of State Papers, 1663-1789, State Archives, State Department 
of Archives and History, Raleigh, V, 61, hereinafter cited as N.C. Wills. 

2 James Smallwood was a Charleston, S.C., merchant before coming to 
New Hanover County in 1736. He was subsequently appointed by the 
governor to the posts of register of New Hanover County, clerk of the 
county court of pleas and quarter sessions, and naval officer of Port Bruns- 
wick. Among his many real estate transfers was the sale of a lot on 
Market Street for the graveyard of St. James Episcopal Church. Small- 
wood had died by 1763. New Hanover Deed Books, AB, 55; C, 167, 206; 
E, 103; Alexander McDonald Walker (comp. and ed.), New Hanover 
County Court Minutes (Bethesda, Md.: Alexander M. Walker, 4 volumes, 
1958-1962), I, 12, 18, hereinafter cited as Walker, New Hanover Court 
Minutes. 

3 Rufus Marsden came to the Cape Fear by 1736 from the Chorley-Liver- 
pool region of Lancashire County, England. He represented New Hanover 
County in the General Assembly, 1746-1749, and served as justice of the 
peace. A merchant of prominence, he was married to Alice Rigby, sister 
of mariner William Rigby, and owned Lotham Plantation on Smith’s 
Creek, the brigantine John & William, and several houses and lots in 
Wilmington. New Hanover Deed Books, AB, 52, 144; C, 26, 133, 219, 223, 
230, 238; William L. Saunders (ed.), The Colonial Records of North 
Carolina (Raleigh: State of North Carolina, 10 volumes, 1886-1890), IV, 
835, 855, 984, hereinafter cited as Saunders, Colonial Records; Walter 
Clark (ed.), The State Records of North Carolina (Winston and Goldsboro: 
State of North Carolina, 16 volumes, numbered XI-XXVI, 1895-1914), 
XXII, 272, hereinafter cited as Clark, State Records. 

4 Richard Hellier (Hillier, Heller) was petitioning for Bladen County land 
by 1735 and first appears in New Hanover County records in 1739. He and 
his wife, Ann, lived near the corner of Second and Dock streets in 
Wilmington; and, until his death in 1756, he belonged to the Masonic Order 
and owned the estate Prestleigh in Great Britain. Saunders, Colonial 
Records, IV, 56; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 10; New Hanover 
Deed Books, C, 18, 97; D, 249, 519; N.C. Wills, V, 90. 

5 Armand John DeRosset (1693-1759), “Doctor of Physick,” received a 
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A Return whereof was made to his Excell’ the Governour— 
Test 
Richard Hellier (Appointed to take the Pole) 


Wilmington April the 27% 1743 


A General meeting of the Inhabitants & Freeholders of Wil- 
mington in order to concert Measures for laying out the Streets 
of the said Town in a more exact manner. Is decided by the 
Subscribers to meet at the Court House on Monday the Ninth 
day of May next at Ten ’Clock In the morning— 


William Faris® James Campbell 
Richard Hellier Rufus Marsden 
Samuel Green? John Maulsby, Junr.§ 


grant for 640 acres on Long Creek around 1736. He purchased a house in 
Wilmington the following year and was residing there by 1741. His three 
children, born to his first wife, Madeline, were Lewis Henry, Moses John, 
and Gabrielle de Gondin DeRosset. Dr. DeRosset married Elizabeth 
Catherine Bridgen in 1751. Land Grant Records of North Carolina, Office 
of the Secretary of State, Raleigh, Land Grant Books, IX, 91, hereinafter 
cited as Land Grant Books; New Hanover Deed Books, AB, 1387, 152; 
D, 215, 420; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 37. 

6 William Faris was installed as a Wilmington town commissioner in 
1740 when the town was chartered. Formerly a merchant of London and 
possibly Ireland, he represented Wilmington in the General Assembly, 
1740-1745. He owned a tar house and wharf on Princess Street between 
Front and the river; and, in partnership with David Lindsay, Faris 
formed the mercantile firm of Faris & Lindsay which operated a store 
on Market Street. New Hanover Deed Books, C, 125, 133, 174, 198, 296; 
Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 588, 720, 770; Clark, State Records, 
XXIII, 184; New Hanover County Wills, 1732-1864, State Archives, State 
Department of Archives and History, Raleigh, II, 63, hereinafter cited as 
New Hanover Wills. 

7Dr. Samuel Green (1707-1771) was known in Wilmington as an 
“Apothecary” by 1740 and is subsequently identified as a “Doctor of 
Physick,” “Practitioner of Physics” and “Surgeon.” He served as Wilming- 
ton town commissioner and alderman. His gravestone at St. James 
Episcopal Church in Wilmington reads in part, “He practiced Physick 
and Surgery 30 years with good success.” Dr. Green owned Greenfield 
Plantation (present site of Greenfield Gardens), Green Hall Plantation 
near Wilmington, and numerous town lots. New Hanover Deed Books, 
AB, 380; C, 163; D, 110; New Hanover County Will Books, Office of the 
Clerk of Court, New Hanover County Courthouse, Wilmington, Will Books, 
C, 117, hereinafter cited as New Hanover Will Books; Ida Brooks Kellam 
and Elizabeth Francenia McKoy, St. James Church, Wilmington, North 
Carolina, Historical Records, 1737-1852 (Wilmington: Mimeographed by 
Ida Brooks Kellam, 1965), 11, hereinafter cited as Kellam and McKoy, 
St. James Records. 

8 John Maultsby, Jr. (1716-1757), tanner and trader of Wilmington, 
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[May 9, 1743] 


In Pursuance of the above at the time & place there mentioned 
The greatest part of the Freeholders and Inhabitants met and 
came to the following resolution—viz. 

Whereas We the Subscribers Freeholders and Inhabitants of 
the Town of Wilmington have taken into Consideration the 
many Inconveniencies and hardships the Inhabitants of the said 
Town suffer by Reason of that the Bounds of the Lotts and 
Streets thereof are not duely assertained, and in order to come 
to the knowledge of the Original Survey of the said Town Have 
desired the favor [of] Michael Higgines® One of the Original 
Proprietors to declare and [he has] declared before a Majistrate 
upon Oath what he knows [of the original survey] And the said 
declaration or Affidavit of Mr. Higgines seem[s to locate to our] 
satisfaction the Place where the said Survey was begun together 
with the Courses and manner of carrying it on We have Re- 
solved and do hereby Resolve that William Faris Esqr., Mr. 
Rufus Marsden and Mr. Thomas Clark?® shall be Impowered as 


Lp tease Mae RR el Pe fe) ST a ee ee ee 
was descended from the Quaker Maultsby family that emigrated from 
Nottinghamshire, England, to Philadelphia in 1698. His father had moved 
to the Cape Fear by 1730 and received grants in New Hanover and 
Bladen counties. Kellam and McKoy, St. James Records, 10; New Hanover 
Deed Books, E, 200, 326; Sunday American (Atlanta, Georgia), December 
AT V9Sl. 

9 Michael Higgins, planter, merchant, innkeeper, tavernkeeper, and 
victualer, was busily involved in Newton and New Liverpool real estate 
activities between 1733 and 1744. By 1737 he was serving as attorney and 
agent for James Wimble in the sale and renting of property. After becom- 
ing involved in financial and legal difficulties, Higgins moved in 1744 
or 1745 to Craven County where he died in 1753. New Hanover Deed 
Books, AB, 40, 48, 63, 79, 86, 309; C, 42, 48, 100, 105, 216; N.C. Wills, 
XIV, 12. 

10 Thomas Clark, the father of the Revolutionary War hero, General 
Thomas Clark, was a justice of the peace (1740), commissioner of high- 
ways (1740), collector of the Port of Brunswick (1741), and sheriff of 
New Hanover County (1741). He was elected to represent Wilmington in 
the 1746 General Assembly and died that same year. Clark was married to 
Barbara Murray, sister of James Murray, and he lived at Spring Garden 
Plantation below Wilmington on the east bank of the Cape Fear. This 
estate later belonged to Governor Edward B. Dudley and was known as 
Mt. Tirzah. Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 447, 683, 815, 839; Walker, 
New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 12, 25; James Murray, Letters of James 
Murray, Loyalist, edited by Nina M. Tiffany (Boston: Privately printed, 
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Commissioners to agree with a proper Surveyor and Necessary 
Assistance to Resurvey the Streets of the said Town and fix 
proper Stakes or Posts at Convenient places, And to defray the 
charges of the Premisses We the said Subscribers do hereby 
promise to Pay Mr. Thomas Clark or produce him the Surveyors 
Receipt for the Several Sums Opposite to our respective names 
within ten days after the said Town shall be Survey’d pursuant 
to the Agreement to be made by the Commissioners aforesaid. 
And that the said Resurvey may be Agreed for and made on the 
Terms and in the manner that shall be most agreable to the 
Freeholders of the said Town. It is the Intention of us the Sub- 
scribers and accordingly resolved that the Commissioners afore- 
said shall not make the Agreement for the Resurvey but after 
three days Notice Affixed at the Court House of the time and 
place Appointed for making such Agreement, which shall not be 
made without the Consent of the Freeholders aforesaid being 
Subscribers hereto, or the Majority of them then and there 
present. 


Wilmington the 9 May 1748 


WilliamsFaris: Twenty five Pounds. Curr?) ia ea ae een 25— 
James Murray > Ten Pounds) Curr We eet. sot the ks seat 10— 


Lg I ee PP ecm eds le) ds «teeny ie ie ve SU se 
1901), 49, hereinafter cited as Letters of James Murray; New Hanover 
Deed Books, E, 133; F, 294; T, 297. 

11 James Murray arrived on the Cape Fear from Scotland in 1736. After 
several months at Brunswick, he moved to Newton where he operated a 
store on Front Street between Princess and Chestnut. In a letter to Henry 
McCulloh dated May 11, 1741, he graphically describes the house and 
store: “In my house there is a large Room 22 by 16 feet, the most airy of 
any in the Country, two tolerable lodging rooms & a Closet up stairs & 
Garrets above, a Celler below divided into a kitchen with an oven and a 
Store for Liquors, provisions, &c. This makes one half of my house. The 
other, placed on the east end, is the Store Celler below, the Store and 
Counting House on the first floor, & above it is partition’d off into four 
rooms, but this end is not plaister’d but is done with rough boards.” 
(Letters of James Murray, 63-64). During his 29 years of residence in 
North Carolina, Murray developed Point Repose Plantation above Wilming- 
ton on the Cape Fear, served as justice of the peace, deputy naval officer, 
secretary and clerk of the crown, member of the governor’s council, and 
president of that body. In 1757 he and John Rutherfurd were suspended 
from the council; but, after a prolonged investigation, they were restored 
in 1762. By 1765 Murray had moved to Boston where he lived until he was 
forced to flee to Nova Scotia during the American Revolution. His Cape 
Fear property was confiscated by the state and awarded to his nephew, 
General Thomas Clark. Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 275, 339, 935; 
V, 18, 210, 945-950; VI, 799, Letters of James Murray, passim. 
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The merchant James Murray amassed considerable property during his 
twenty-nine years of residency in North Carolina. His nephew was awarded 
Murray’s Cape Fear property after its confiscation during the American 
Revolution. The photograph reproduced here is owned by Mr. Donald R. 
Lennon; the original portrait, painted by John Singleton, is dated 1763. 


Thomas Glark Ten.Pounds: gee a ee ae ny 1 
WalhiamisNorton Six); Pounds yuh iat: aah See ee nee Tice 6— 
Robert. .Wialker! ., Ten: Pounds: < oye: Re. eet Aaa aoe. “aad Ph Lo 
Rufus Marsden Twelve Pounds ten shill® ....... 4 oe ve es Pees ki) 
PhitpyDavids ebive. Poundsit.e, uel ee ae ee 5— 
Thomastames ae hive Pounds) et) Pow ae en eee ee gs 5— 


12 Robert Walker, merchant, and his wife, Ann, came to Wilmington 
from Dublin, Ireland, as early as 1738. By 1740 he was serving as justice of 
the county court, an office he apparently held until his death in 1746. 
Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 4, 12; New Hanover Deed Books, 
C, 125; F, 57; New Hanover Will Books, C, 429, 452. 

13 Thomas James first appears in New Hanover County records in 1738 
when he bought property from John Porter and Michael Higgins. He is 
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Joshua Gralngertrw lene? POUnGsy als sii:iail cuehnieen. te ed Fe Tei 8— 
JON Maniteh Vip ben we OUT GSii ens cete uz a eee Fo Ata Ra 10— 
Caleb ‘Grainger’-& Wm. Faris Twenty Pounds 7!) 00002. 9 20— 
Thomas (Hedveswih ive ye OUNnUs te i we mee kh ee be 
a MC barlinerwenree UP OUNdS) SO) MNA Aer gn GRU hy COREE 3— 
[torn] eee Seven? Pounds Tenr Shiela. Are eee ya 7—10 
[torn] ieee LBave Ee OUnds = 4 seit Few aie ae! Oe Ih.) seal Gua te! — 
FravicisMy eater Pete A OUTS) Mug vod Wo. sen hak MN oy Gi Ml AY Ee 10— 
Richerdereuierie  L WwOr COS OS oa a alsa ER eee LAMY ie MRREE WEGIB 2—10 
Daniel impioin anh Iver E OUNGS | Lee eer MTN acini a Mase cy 5— 
JAMES OMALW OOO RIVE POUNGS Me dc tin cle th AALS cle CSUs ees 5— 
Morgan gorge ie) Bed iVe er OUNdS AVR Gere tah ee yee eh Arg) 5— 
Hugh iblanniie an em POunderne A ics” Abi tt COB ee Cee ail 10— 


often referred to as a tailor although he owned several plantations and 
lived at Halton Lodge. James, who died in 1761, served as Wilmington 
town alderman and was grandfather of Hinton James, first student to 
enroll at the University of North Carolina. New Hanover Deed Books, 
AB, 25; D, 488; E, 75; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 7, 47. 

14 This Joshua was a son of the Joshua Grainger who was co-founder 
of Wilmington. He practiced the trade of ship carpenter or shipwright 
and served as town commissioner, although he evidently lived intermittently 
on a plantation on the sound. Along with his brother Caleb, Joshua II was 
deeply involved in New Hanover County real estate ventures until his 
death in 1763. New Hanover Deed Books, C, 136, 146, 149, 193, 332; E, 130. 

15 Caleb Grainger, son of Joshua I and brother of Joshua II, was a 
planter, innkeeper, town commissioner, alderman, mayor, representative to 
the General Assembly (1746), sheriff (1749-1752), and militia officer. 
He served as captain in the French and Indian War expeditions to 
Virginia, New York, and South Carolina. After his father’s death in 
1765, Caleb II became active in public affairs and participated in the 
American Revolution. New Hanover Deed Books, D, 22, 60, 92, 202; 
Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 841, 947; V, 255, 794, 799; X, 69; N.C. 
Wills, XII, 5-7. 

16 Francis Veale, mariner of Somersetshire, England, was purchasing 
land on the Cape Fear by 1734. One 1734 deed from James Wimble refers 
to “Francis Veall, hatter.” The father of town commissioner William Veale, 
Francis Veale operated a ferry at Newton prior to 1738 and lived on Dock 
Street between Front and the river until his death in 1748. New Hanover 
Deed Books, AB, 97; C, 123, 174; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, 
|r? 

17 Daniel Dunbibin, mariner and merchant of Liverpool, England, came 
to the Cape Fear in 1736. He remained in Wilmington for several years 
as a merchant, but by 1750 he identified himself as a mariner of New 
York. In 1754 he was once more in North Carolina where he undertook 
to chart the seacoast, served as town alderman, and engaged in mercantile 
pursuits. Dunbibin died in 1760. New Hanover Deed Books, AB, 52; 
C, 267; D, 113; E, 211; Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 502; V, 159, 
847; VI, 1114; Clark, State Records, XXIII, 457. 

18 Hugh Blanning owned property on Long Creek as early as 1736 and 
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The Deposition of Michael Higgines Relating to the former 
Survey of the Town—viz. 


N. Carrolina 
New Hanover County 


Michael Higgines Late of the Town of Wilmington, Ordinary 
Keeper at the request of many of the Inhabitants & Freeholders 
of the said Town Maketh Oath That In the Year of our Lord 
One Thousand Seven hundred and Thirty three John Watson?! 
of the said County, Planter, was possessed of a Tract of Land 
containing Six hundred and forty Acres by virtue of a Warrant 
from Governor Burrington beginning at John Maultsby’s Line 


in 1742 he was licensed to keep an ordinary in Wilmington. Land Grant 
Books, IX, 91; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 30. 

19 Nicholas Fox appeared in 17388 as an attorney licensed to practice 
in North Carolina. In 1740 he was appointed clerk of court for New 
Hanover County, but in 1741 he failed in an attempt to be admitted 
to the court as clerk of the crown. Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, 
LRA ee Aa he 

20 Magnus Cowan was a cordwainer or shoemaker and a town commis- 
sioner for Wilmington. Following his death in 1766, his second wife, Janet 
(Jeannet), moved to Cumberland County. New Hanover Deed Books, C, 25, 
39, 79; E, 87; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 68, 69. 

21The name often appears as Wattson or Whatson. John Watson 
received a crown warrant around 1738 to six hundred and forty acres of 
land “opposite to the Thoroughfare to the N.W. River.” When the grant 
was finally issued by Governor Gabriel Johnston on September 18, 1735, 
the description identifies the tract as being called “Newton.” As a founder 
of Wilmington, he was busily engaged in property sales until his death 
in 1744. Watson also had extensive holdings on Eagles Island and a 
residence on the sound. These Cape Fear holdings were inherited by 
Watson’s widow, Sarah, and their children: John, Joseph, Jonathan, Job, 
and Sarah. Land Grant Books, III, 284, 318, 358, 355; Walker, New 
Hanover Court Minutes, I, passim; New Hanover Deed Books, AB, 
325-326; LD-A, 21; N.C. Wills, XXXIII, 33. 
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to Colonel Halton’s?? Line, thence along his Line South to the 
Corner thereof and thence several courses down the North East 
Branch of Cape Fear River for the Compliment; That in March 
or April One Thousand Seven Hundred and thirty three, He, 
this Deponant and Joshua Grainger Senr.?? bought of the said 
John Watson Fifty Acres part of the said Tract of Land, begin- 
ning at a Tree which then grew in a hollow near where Mr. 
Faris’s Tarr house? now stands, fronting down the River near 
one quarter of a Mile, and running back for the Complement. 
That afterwards, viz. on or about the said Month of April James 
Wimble,”> Marriner, bought of the said John Watson the re- 
maining part of the said Tract that was below the Land pur- 
chased by this Deponant & Mr. Grainger and thus the said 
Tract was divided between John Watson (who still continued to 
possess the upper part of it) this Deponant, Joshua Grainger & 
James Wimb[le] And the said John Watson, this Deponant, 
Joshua Grainger & James Wimb[le] in the month of April or 
thereabouts entered into an Agreement to lay out part of the 
said Tract of Land into Lots and Streets for a Town, and to 
fix the Center in the Markett Street where the Town House now 
stands. And the same was accordingly laid out on or about the 
said Month of April By William Gray, Surveyor, in the follow- 
ing manner Viz. Beginning at a place where now lyes the thresh- 
old of the North Door next the [torn] house now possessed by 
Hugh Blanning, thence running No[rth] .. [torn] .. West three 


22 Robert Halton was a member of the governor’s council and one of 
the original commissioners for Wilmington when it was chartered in 1740. 
He lived at Halton’s Lodge Plantation on Smith’s Creek where he operated 
a ferry and acted as New Hanover County road commissioner. Walker, 
New Hanover Cuurt Minutes, I, 1, 5, 8; Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 
216; Clark, State Records, XXIII, 133-135; Land Grant Books, VIII, 16; 
New Hanover Deed Books, D, 238. 

23 Joshua Grainger, Sr. was the father of future town commissioners 
Joshua and Caleb Grainger. He died in 1741, leaving a significant portion 
of Wilmington to his heirs. N.C. Wills, XII, 10; Walker, New Hanover 
Court Minutes, I, 29. 

24 William Faris’s tar house and wharfs were located on the north side 
of Princess Street between Front and the river. New Hanover Deed 
Books, C, 198. 

25 For an in-depth study of James Wimble, mariner, map maker, trader, 
landowner and gentleman, see William P. Cumming, “The Turbulent Life 
of Captain James Wimble,” North Carolina Historical Review, XLVI 
(January, 1969), 1-18, and Cumming, “Wimble’s Maps and the Colonial 
Cartography of the North Carolina Coast,” North Carolina Historical 
Review, XLVI (April, 1969), 157-170. 
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poles which Station was agreed and fixed upon by .. [torn] .. 
said Parties to be the middle of Markett Street aforesaid. And 
that the course of the said Street was half a point North. And 
this Deponant having now reviewed the Front Street of the said 
Town Saith That he verily believes that the Post standing in 
the North East Corner of the yard posses’d by Hugh Blanning 
is exactly in the Western Line of Front Street which Street 
was run out at right angles with Markett Street of the Wedth 
of four Poles, and that all the other Streets in the Bounds of 
the then Intended Town were Laid out four Poles wide and 
were exactly parralel either to Front Street or Markett Street 
before Assertained. And that all the Lotts aforesaid were of the 
Length of Twenty Poles and of the Breadth of Four Poles, ex- 
cept the Water Lotts which were likewise four Poles wide down 
to Low Water mark. And This Deponant further saith that when 
the said Surveyor in running along Front Street went down 
Steep or declining places he ordered the foremost Chain bearer 
to hold up the Chain and the other one to hold down the Chain 
and to the contrary in going up in Order and with Intention 
that all the Lotts might be of equal Breadth—Further saith not. 


Mich! Higgines 
Sworn the 9t May 1743 


before me— 
Ja Murray J. P. 


Wilmington May 30% 1743 


Agreable to an Advertisement put up at the Court House on the 
24% of this Instant May in pursuance of the Agreement made by 
the Inhabitants of Wilmington bearing Date the 9 of this 
Instant wherein it was Agreed & Resolved that Publick Notice 
should be given three days at least to treat with a proper Sur- 
veyor to Run out [the streets] of the said Town. Accordingly 
we the Freeholders present do Resolve that [J eremi]ah Vail do 
as soone as conveniently may be, Resurvey”* the Streets of the 


26 The Jeremiah Vail survey of 1743 has been preserved in the North 
Carolina Department of Archives and History in Raleigh; see frontispiece 
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The map drawn by J. J. Belanger and dated 1810 is based on the “Origi- 
nal Plan Lodged in the Assembly Office in 1733.” It shows the lot measuring 
330 feet by 66 feet and the streets precisely laid out. The public houses 
are marked: a. Court House; b. Academy; c. Market in Market and Second 
Street; d. Dock Market; e. Fish Market; f. Episcopal Church; g. St. Johns 
Lodge; h. Methodist Meeting; i. Jail; k. Wind Mill; 1. Pump; m. Branch. 
The original is in Archives, Office of Archives and History, and has been 
reproduced by Mr. Charles Clark of the Office of Archives and History. 


of this volume. Although almost illegible in the original, Mr. C. F. W. 
Coker has transcribed the heading; and it was subsequently published as 
follows in Lawrence Lee, The Lower Cape Fear in Colonial Days (Chapel 
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1965), 320-321: “This Plan 
represents the Town of Wilmington as laid out by the orginal proprietors 
of the same in the year 1733. At which time it was agreed by the said 
proprietors to begin the survey of their plan at a place where now [where- 
on] lyes the threshold of the North Door of the house next the river now 
possessed by Mr. Hugh Blaning & from thence running, north half a point 
west, three poles, which station is the middle of Market Street. The coarse 
[course?] of said street is east half a point north one hundred [and?] 
eight poles; from the river & of the breadth of six poles. The twelve streets 
paralel thereto are of the breadth of four pole each. Front Street intersects 
all the aforesaid streets at right angles and is of the breadth of four poles 
and three hundred and sixty eight poles in length beginning at Dyers line 
running from thence north half a point West to the Governors Line. The 
other three streets paralel thereto are each, of the same breadth and length 
with Front Street except the third street from the river which is six 
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[town agre]eable to the Oath of Mich' Higgines. And that the 
said Surveyor be upon Oath to doe the same Justly and Truely 
without Fraud & Deceit. In consideration of which we do Agree 
that he shall receive out of the Subscription money One Hundred 
and fifty Pounds. 

Ordered That the Squares of the said Town be staked out at 
every Corner of each Square at the Charge of the said Town. 
And that the Chain Bearers be upon Oath to carry the Chain 
Justly and Truely. And that the Commiss™ doe Agree with 
proper persons to Carry the Chain and provide Stakes. 


Rufus Marsden W™. Norton 
Thomas Clark Francis Veale 
David Lindsay”? Philip David 
Richard Hellier James Smallwood 
Ja. Campbell Dan!, Dunbibin 
Sam!. Green Thos. James 

WwW. White John Squier 
John Wright W, Birnie 

Tho’. Hedges Magnus Cowan 


Morgan Morgan 


The Deposition of the Surveyor & Chain Carryers Appointed to 
Resurvey the Town of Wilmington ............-----: viz. 


Whereas the Freeholders of the Town of Wilmington have for the 
better Assertaining of the Several Lotts and Streets resolved and 
Agreed to cause the said Town to be resurvey’d Agreable to the 
Original Survey Thereof. The beginning of which Survey together 
with the Courses & Breadth and Length of the Streets and Lotts 
appears by the affidavit of Michael Higgines taken before James 
Murray Esq'. the Ninth day of May One Thousand Seven hundred 
and Forty Three as well as by a Plan now extant of the said Town. 
And Whereas William Faris, Thomas Clark, Esq". and Rufus Marsden 
the Commissioners appointed the said Freeholders, Have with their 


OI I) eh fil sal gad OY Sh Se 
poles in breadth. At the place where Front Street Intersects Market Street 
are posts fixed exactly in the angles and lines of the said streets.” 

27 David Lindsay, merchant, was the partner of William Faris in the 
Market Street firm of Faris and Lindsay. He had relatives and property 
in northern Ireland and a plantation, Nell Town, on the northwest Cape 
Fear. This latter property had been purchased from Samuel Johnston, 
brother of Governor Gabriel Johnston. At the time of the Spanish attack 
on Brunswick in 1748, Lindsay was listed as adjutant of the local forces. 
He was dead by 1756. New Hanover Deed Books, C, 135, 174, 210; D, 165; 
Clark, State Records, XXII, 271. 
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Consent Agreed with us Jeremiah Vail, Surveyor, Richard Hellier 
and William White Chain carriers, to Resurvey the said Town. We 
the said Jeremiah Vail, Richard Hellier & William White Make Oath 
that We will faithfully do our duty Respectively In the Premisses in 
beginning and carrying on the said Survey observing the Method 
directed by the Affidavit of the said Michael Higgines, the former 
plan of the Town, and the Instructions of the said Commissioners 
Not repugnant to the said Affidavit & plan. 


Sworn the 7 June 1743 


Before me 
Ja. Murray 
Jer. Vail 
Richard Hellier 
W™. White 


Wilmington, July 12 17438 


Pursuant to an Advertisement put up at the Town House bear- 
ing Date the eighth day of this Instant Signed William Faris 
and Rufus Marsden two of the Commiss™. appointed desiring 
the Inhabitants of the said Town to meet at the Town House 
on the said twelfth of this Instant at three of the Clock. Ac- 
cordingly we the Freeholders of the said Town have mett and do 
Agree that the Assembly of this Province be petitioned to pass 
an Act to Establish the Town of Wilmington, according to a 
Survey made at the Request and with the Consent of the Free- 
holders. Signed by the said Freeholders May the 30 1743 and 
that a Clause in the said Act be, that all Houses now Built may 
Stand the Term of Twenty one Years from passing the said Act. 


Rufus Marsden Richard Hellier 
James Campbell William White 
Joshua Grainger W. Birnie 
Philip David Magnus Cowan 
John Maultsby, J°. Sam!, Green 
Tho’. Hedges Dan!. Dunbibin 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners Nov'. 30% 174528 


28 A series of entries for July 1745 appears after the recording of the 
1745 act for the better regulation of the town of Wilmington. 
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Present 
William Faris 
James Campbell 
Rufus Marsden 
Joshua Grainger 


Who Qualified themselves as Commissioners for the Town of 
Wilmington pursuant to the Act of Assembly, and also took the 
State Oaths appointed to be taken by all Publick Officers and 
Subscribed to the Test.— 


Thomas Finney2® came and Qualified himself as a Commissioner 
of the aforesaid in like manner. 


Resolved that Richard Hellier be appointed Town Clerk. 


Agreed that the Markett for the said Town be kept under the 
Town house for the present untill proper Shambles be built and 
for the better Regulating the said Markett. It is Resolved, That 
all Beaf, Veal, Mutton, Venison or Pork Intended for Sale be 
brought to the said Markett place and there exposed to Sale 
from the first of October to the first of April for two hours, and 
from the first of April to the first of October Yearly One hour 
be[fore the] owner be at Liberty to Sell the Same whole Sale, 
so as all forestallers of the Mark[ett] may be discovered and 
the Inhabitants supplied at the first hand. 


James Smallwood praying to have Liberty to build a Piazza or 
Shade at the front of his House not exceeding Six feet In 
breadth and to Remain only during the pleasure of the Commis- 
sioners for the time being. The same is Accordingly Granted. 


Rufus Marsden 
Ja. Campbell 
Joshua Grainger 
Thomas Finney 


29 Thomas Finney first appears in New Hanover County records as a 
Wilmington constable in 1741. He served as town commissioner from 1745 
until 1758 when he apparently moved to Bladen County. An Anson 
County will proved in 1791 shows “ Cherry Finny ” as widow of “ Thomas 
Finny.” Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 21, 31; Clark, State 
Records, XXIII, 461; Anson County Records of Wills, 1790-1830, State 
Archives, State Department of Archives and History, Raleigh, 14. 
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At a Meeting of the Commissioners Decem'. 14th 1745 
Present 
Rufus Marsden Joshua Grainger 


James Campbell 
[Order]ed that the Commiss's. do meet at the Court House on 
Saturday next to hear any Complaint and to Setle the Affairs of 
the Town. 


December 21** 1745 
Mett pursuant to adjournment 
Present 
Rufus Marsden Thomas Finney 
Joshua Grainger 
Adjourned until the 25 Instant 


December 25 1745 
Mett pursuant to adjournment 
Present 
Rufus Marsden Thomas Finney 
Joshua Grainger 
Adjourned to Saturday 10 O’clock in the forenoone being the 
28 Instant. 


December 28 1745 
Mett pursuant to adjournment 
Present 
Rufus Marsden Thomas Finney 
Joshua Grainger 


Ordered That the Act of Assembly Intituled an Act for the 
Better regulating the Town of Wilmington and for confirming 
and Establishing the same be Copied in this Book. 


Ordered That Richard Hellier be Surveyor of the said Town of 
Wilmington and that he shall take and receive of the Party who 
wants to build any House or to fence in any Lott or part of a 
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Lott in the said Town the sum of Thirty shillings for each Lott 
or parcell of Land Surveyed by him in the said Town, and that 
no Person or Persons do build or fence in their said Lotts front- 
ing on the Streets of the Town untill they Inform the Said Sur- 
veyor of his or their Intentions for so doeing. 


Rufus Marsden 
Tho’. Finney 
Joshua Grainger 


Copy OF THE ACT OF ASSEMBLY FOR REGULATING THE TOWN OF 
WILMINGTON 


An Act for the Better Regulating the Town of 
Wilmington and for Confirming and Establishing 
the Late Survey of the same with the Plan annexed. 


Whereas the Inhabitants and the greatest part of the Proprietors 
of the Town of Wilmington have been at a very Considerable 
Expense in a Resurvey and forming of an Exact Plan of the 
said Town and being unanimous in petitioning for the same to be 
Established by a Law. 

Be it Enacted By his Excell’ the Governour, Council and Gen- 
eral Assembly, and by the Authority of the same, And it is 
hereby Enacted that the said Plan as annexed shall be forever 
hereafter the True and Exact Plan of the said Town by a 
Referance to which all dispu[tes] in regard to Streets Squares 
Lotts and their Boundaries are to be determined for the future. 
But Whereas by the unskilfullness of former Surveyors, and 
neglect of former Proprietors the Course of the Streets and 
Bounds of the Squares and Lotts were never properly Asser- 
tained, by wh[ich] many Houses are misplaced, some incroach- 
ing upon the Streets and others upon the Lotts of their Neigh- 
bours, for Remedy whereof Be it Enacted by the Authority 
afores’. that all such Houses, as are no [w] built either wholly 
or in part upon the Streets shall be allowed to remain so, till 
they decay and fall to ruine, but as soone as the Owner of such 
House or Houses may resolve to repair or rebuild the s[ame] 
the Street or Streets shall be by him cleared of all rubbish, and 
he be obliged to build such House or Houses upon his or their Lott 
or Lotts und[er] the Penalty of Fifty Pounds Proclamation 
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Money*® to be recovered and Applied as is herein after directed. 
And where any Owner or Propr [ietor] has the whole or any 
part of his House or Houses on his Neighbour’s Lott or Ground, 
in such Case it shall and may be lawfull for the Party so Injured 
by being deprived of part of his Lott or Ground, by his Neigh- 
bour’s House or Any part of it being built upon his Land, To give 
a Notice In Writing to the Owner or Proprietor of such House 
or Houses to Remove what of the same is on such Persons Lott 
or Ground in Six months after Date which he shall be Obliged to 
do under the Penalty of Fifty Pounds Procla. money to be 
recovered in the Supreme Court of this Province by the Party 
so Injured and to be applied to his proper use and to no other 
Purpose whatsoever. Nevertheless the Owner or Proprietor of 
a House or Houses having Brick Chimneys or Brick cellars may 
be at Liberty and is hereby allowed to Pay a Ground Rent for 
what Part he Incroaches upon his Neighbours, where Notice and 
Warning were not before given of such Incroachment, which 
Rents and all disputes arising about Incroachments & Damages 
upon Lotts already committed shall be determined by the Com- 
missioners of the said Town to be chosen as herein after directed. 

And Be it further Enacted By the Authority af*4. that upon 
any Complaint being made of Nusances by Lumber or Rubbish 
lying upon the Streets or Wharfs, Dangers of Fire arising from 
Wooden Chimneys or any such hazardous Buildings, shall be 
determined by the Commiss'. as aforesaid, And that proper 
Care may be taken In the Choice of Commissioners Be it Enacted 
By the Authority af, That the Election of Commissioners shall 
be Yearly and every Year by the Freeholders of the said Town, 
by Ballot as directed in the Law for Regulating the Elections of 
Members of Assembly and that the Number of Five and no more 
shall be chosen Commissioners Annually, every New Years Day 
except when such Day falls upon a Sunday. In which Case the 
Election to be on the Monday following. And two Persons to be 
Chosen by the Majority of the Inhabitants as Inspectors of the 
Ballot shall attend and declare who are duely elected Commis- 
sioners in the same manner as in the Law for Regulating 


30 All currency in the town book will be measured in terms of British 
pounds (£), shillings (s), and pence (d). Twelve pence is equal to a 
shilling and 20 shillings constitute a pound. As specie or “sterling” was 
not available in the colony, paper proclamation money circulated. The 
value of this currency fluctuated and in 1755 it was worth one-third less 
than sterling. 
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Elections of Assembly. And that upon the said Five Commis- 
sioners being chosen and their names properly entered In the 
Journal of the Proceedings of the Town. They shall before they 
enter upon their Office take the following Oath: I A. B. Swear 
that I will Execute the Office of a Commissioner faithfully and 
truly without favour or Affection or prejudice and in all things 
Act for the good of the said Town and the well governing of it 
to the best of my skill & Judgement. And that the said Town 
of Wilmington may be more regularly Supplied with Provisions, 
Be it Enacted by the Authority aforesaid that Thursdays and 
Saturdays in every Week are hereby Appointed Markett Days for 
all kind of Provision and Goods whatsoever. And that the Com- 
missioners of the said Town for the time being are hereby Im- 
powered to pass such Orders as they may Judge proper for the 
better regulating the said Marketts, for preventing Tainted or 
unwholsom provision being sold, for the better bringing to Jus- 
tice, or prosecuting according to Law, in the Civill Courts of 
this Province, all fore stallers of the Markett, private Markett- 
ing, or buying or dealing with Negroes bringing Provision or 
other Goods without proper Ticketts from their Masters, Mis- 
tresses or Overseers, for preventing all Irregular Mobbs & 
Caballs by Negroes and others, especially on Sundays, for the 
more effectual bringing to Justice all such Criminalls and Of- 
fenders against the Laws of this Province. And also for pre- 
serving the Peace & Safety of the said Town, by Appointing 
proper Guards or Watches in the said Town, as often as they 
see proper, so as one of the Commiss™. shall always be of the 
Number to make up the said Watch, by giving his Attendance, in 
the Town House, to be Ready on all Occasions of Riots and 
Disturbances, or to prevent Malefactors breaking the Prison or 
Gaol And in all things to Act for the Good and Safety of the 
said Town and the proper Government of it consistant with the 
laws and Customs of this Province. 

And for as much as the Inhabitants of the said Town were at 
a considerable Expence in building a Town House or Court 
House in the sa[id] Town by a Voluntary Contribution, Be it 
Enacted By the Authority af*?. that the Commissioners and the 
Inhabitants shall have free Liberty to hold all their Publick 
Meetings, on all Occasions in the Court House and have the 
Liberty of a Key to the same. And Whereas many Streets in the 
said Town are impassable and dangerous for want of proper 
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Bridges & Water Courses,?! and a proper shamble or Markett 
place is also wanted in the said Town Be it Enacted by the 
authority af*4, that the Commiss". or the Majority of them for 
the time being may and they are hereby Impowered to lay a tax 
on all Male taxables in the said Town yearly towards defraying 
such necessarys, charges, or any which may arise by holding 
Watches, building or repairing publick Wharfs or Bridges or 
other publick charges which may be agreed on at the Yearly 
Publick Election by the Majority of the Inhabitants of the said 
Town, so as such Yearly tax does not exceed one shilling and 
six pence procla. money, And Be it further Enacted by the 
Authority af**, that any Person being chosen Commiss'. for the 
said Town and refusing to Act, the other Commissioners or the 
Majority of them shall chose another in his Room. And Be It 
further Enacted by the Authority afs*. that all Fines & For- 
feitures mentioned in this Act unapplyed shall be Levyed and 
Applyed to the Publick Fund or Stock of the said Town. Be It 
Further Enacted by the Authority afs*. that the Commissioners 
are hereby Impowered to Issue their Warrant, at least twice a 
Year to the Constables to warn all the Male Taxables to clear 
and Repair the Streets or make or mend the publick Wharfs, 
Docks or Slips & also to Appoint Overseers & any Person neg- 
lecting or refusing to work, as directed in the Warrant, or to 
furnish a good & sufficient hand in their place, shall forfeit and 
pay two Shillings & eight pence procl. money per day for every 
such refusal or Neglect, to be recovered in the same manner as 
the Commiss"™. of the Roads are Impowered by Law, which 
Money so recovered shall be Applyed to hiring Labourers in 
their place and Stead and to no other Purpose whatsoever. And 
Be It further Enacted by the Authority af*4, that the Inhabi- 
tants of the said Town shall & they are hereby for ever here- 
after Excused from all Work on the Country Publick Roads 
during such time as They Live in the said Town and no longer. 


31 Wilmington was surrounded by sand hills, and numerous streams 
flowed through the city. It was therefore necessary to bridge these streams 
or to build drainage arches or tunnels through which the water could 
flow. One example of this can be found in the provisions of a 1749 deed 
from Richard Hellier and wife to Caleb Mason for a lot on the northeast 
corner of Front and Dock streets. Hellier reserved the right “to build a 
Drain Sink or Gutter under ground with Brick into the Run of Water 
that runs through the said Lot & to have Egress & Ingress & Regress 
into the premises to & for to repair the same fore-ever.” New Hanover 
Deed Books, C, 211. 
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And Whereas many Lotts are not yet cleared nor proper 
Drains or Runs made in many Places near the parts of the 
Town where most Inhabitants to the Manifest Injury and Un- 
healthiness of the said Town, Be It therefore Enacted by the 
authority afs’. That the Commiss"*. for the Time being or the 
Majority of them may and they are hereby Impowered to Order 
the Proprietor of any Lott or Lotts to clear all or any part of 
them, and to make proper Drains or Watter Courses through 
them in six months after such Order Signed by the Commis- 
sioners for the time being or the Majority of them and any 
Person refusing to comply with the same, or neglecting shall 
forfeit and pay Twenty shillings procla. money. And Whereas 
the Dangers arising from fire in the said Town are very great, 
and Necessity appears for providing a Water Ingine, Bucketts, 
Ladders & other Instruments necessary on such Occasions, Be It 
Enacted By the Authority afores‘. that every House in the said 
Town shall be valued at the Expiration of Two Years next after 
the Ratification of this Act by the Commissioners who are 
hereby Impowered to Lay a tax on the Owners or proprietor of 
such House or Houses at so much per cent so as such Tax does 
not exceed Two per Ct. proclamation money which money so 
laid and collected shall be Applied towards purchasing one or 
more Water Ingine, Bucketts, Ladders, & other Instruments for 
extinguishing Fire, as also for an Alarum or Town Bell which 
Instruments shall be under the Care & Direction of the Com- 
miss". for the Time being to be ready on all Occasions of 
Fire.??— 


32 The fear of fire constantly plagued Wilmington residents. Town 
ordinances providing for a fire engine, buckets, and ladders were protective 
measures as were regulations regarding storage of flammable goods on 
wharfs and streets. Wooden and clay chimneys were forbidden, and 
residents were required to sweep their chimneys every fourteen days. 
Legislation passed by the General Assembly in 1745 authorized commis- 
sioners to levy a 2 percent tax on the value of each house, the proceeds 
of which were to be used for purchasing fire-fighting equipment; and 
a 1768 law required the town commissioners “to sink Two wells in the 
Streets near the Court-house, and to fix proper Pumps therein, in order 
to have Water Convenient in case of Accident by fire.... ” Despite these 
precautions, fires were numerous. The town apparently suffered a major 
fire in 1756 and Janet Schaw described a minor conflagration in 1775. 
A traveler passing through the area in 1786 commented that “ ... the late 
fire has entirely destroyed the beauty of the town, if it ever possessed any,” 
and a fire in November of 1798 destroyed all but twelve houses. Clark, 
State Records, XXIII, 236; XXV, 512; Janet Schaw, Journal of a Lady of 
Quality; Being the Narrative of a Journey from Scotland to the West 
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And to supply the want of Commiss"™. at present Be It En- 
acted By the Authority afores*. that the Inhabitants of the said 
Town Be & are hereby Impowered and are hereby Authorised 
& Impowered to meet the Second Tuesday of May next and 
choose five Commiss". to Act till New Years day next and no 
longer.— And Be It Enacted By the Authority af. That if at 
any time Twenty days after the ratification of this Act, any 
Tavern keeper, Ordinary keeper, or any other Person or Persons 
whatsoever Selling Liquor or keeping a Publick House in the 
said Town shall suffer any Person or Persons whatsoever to sit 
Tipling or Drinking in his House in Time of Divine Service on 
Sabbath Day or shall suffer any Person or Persons to get drunk 
in his House on the Sabbath, such Person or Persons so offend- 
ing shall forfeit and pay for every such offense the Sum of 
Twenty Shillings proc! money. And Be It Further Enacted By 
the Authority aforesaid That if any Person or Persons whoso- 
ever in the said Town shall one month after the Ratification of 
this Act, on any pretence whatsoever give any Credit, Loan or 
Trust to any Marriner or Seaman belonging to or under the 
Command of any Master of a Vessel that now is or shall at any 
time hereafter arrive in the river of Cape Fear exceed fing] 
the Sum of Two Shillings and eight pence procla. money, except 
by Leave or Licence of the Master or Commander of the Vessel 
he belongs to, or where such Sailor or Marriner shall have left 
the Ship or Vessel to apply to the Courts of Justice in any Dis- 
pute or controversy with the Captain or Comman [der] of 
such Ship or Vessel that then and in such Case, He, she or they 
shall for every such Default, loose all the Moneys or Goods so 
Trusted or Credited. 

And Be it further Enacted By the Authority af**, That If any 
Person or Persons whosoever shall willingly or knowingly Enter- 
tain Harbour or keep or Suffer to be Entertained, Harboured, 
or kept directly or Indirectly any Seaman belonging to any 


Indies, North Carolina, and Portugal, in the Years 1774-1776, edited by 
Evangeline Walker Andrews with the collaboration of Charles McLean 
Andrews (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1923), 169-170, hereinafter 
cited as Schaw, Journal of a Lady of Quality; Robert Hunter, Jr., Quebec 
to Carolina in 1785-1786: Being the Travel Diary and Observations of 
Robert Hunter, Jr., a Young Merchant of London, edited by Louis B. 
Wright and Marion Tinling (San Morino, Calif., The Huntington Library, 
1943), 286-287; Moreau de St. Mery, Moreau de St. Mery’s American 
Journey [1793-1798], edited by Kenneth Roberts and Anna M. Roberts 
(Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday & Co., 1947), 333. 


22 N.C. OFFICE OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 


Vessel as aforesaid in his, her or their House or Houses exceed- 
ing the space of six hours without the privi[lege] or consent 
of his or their Commander (Except as In the Case before Ex- 
cepted) He, she or they so Offending shall forfeit and Pay the 
Sum of Forty Shillings procl. money for every such Offence. 
And Be it further Enacted By the Authority af‘. That if any 
Person or Persons shall Think him or themselves Injured by any 
Determination of the said Commissioners, Such Person or Per- 
sons may appeal to the Justices of the County Court who are 
hereby Impowered to determine the same in a Summary way. 
And Be It further Enacted By the Authority af**. that all Fines 
& Forfeitures mentioned in this Act not exceeding Five Pounds 
procl. money shall be recovered by a Warrant under the hands 
& Seals of the Commissioners or the Majority of them for the 
time being, directed to the Constable or Bayliff of the said Town 
to be by him levyed on the Goods & Chattells of the Delinquent, 
& publick Sale [to] be made of so much of the same (after Ten 
Days notice given of such Sale) as will discharge said Sum or 
Sums, And the overplus if any, to be returned to the Owner, And 
that all other Fines & Forfeitures mentioned in this Act for 
any Sum above Five Pounds procl. shall be recovered by the 
Commiss"’. or the major part of them or the survivors of them 
in any Court of Record in this Province By an Action of Debt, 
Bill, Plaint, or Information wherein no Essen. Injunction, or 
Wager of Law shall be allowed or Admitted of. And that the 
Fines by them so recovered and not here before particularly 
appropriated, shall be Applyed and paid into the Stock of the 
said Town. And Be it Further Enacted By the Authority afore- 
said That if any of the Commiss". chosen by Virtue of this Act 
Dye or Leave the Province, It shall and may be lawfull for the 
Inhabitants to meet and Choose, as before directed a Commiss". 
or Commissioners in place of him or them that Dye or leave the 
Province. And such Commissioner or Commissioners so Chosen 
and Elected shall Possess and Enjoy the same Power and 
Authority as any other the Commissioners chosen as before 
directed. Any thing in this Act to the Contrary notwithstanding. 


Sam!. Swann, Speaker Nath!, Rice Gabriel Johnston 


Read three times and Ratified 
In Open Assembly the 20% day 
of April 1745.— 
Jn°. Rice. Pro Sec 
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Pursuant to the Foregoing Act of Assembly the Freeholders of 
Wilmington met at the Court House on the Second Tuesday 
in May In the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred 
and Forty Five and Chose the following Persons for Commis- 
sioners of the said Town untill the first Day of January next,— 
Viz. 

William Faris James Campbell 
Rufus Marsden Joshua Grainger 
Thomas Finney 


July 29, 1745 
In Pursuance of a Notice put up by us four of the Commiss™. 
Elect We met this Day and have Adjourned untill to Morrow 
morning— 
Rufus Marsden 
James Campbell 
Joshua Grainger 
Thomas Finney 


July 39. 1745 
The Commissioners mett and Adjourned until this afternoon. 


July 3%, 1745 
Pursuant to the above Adjournment the Commissioners mett 
But the Sec’. of the Province not having sent a Copy of the 
Late Laws In relation to Wilmington wherefore not knowing 
how to act It is Resolved That the Commissioners do meet at 
the Court House on the 9%. day of this Instant July.— 
William Faris Joshua Grainger 
Ja Campbell Thomas Finney 
Rufus Marsden 


July 9% 1743 [sic] 
The Law Relating to Wilmington not being come the Commiss"™. 
Adjourned to another [time]. 
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Jan’ 1st 1745 [1746]? 


The Freeholders met at the Court House to Chuse Commissioners 
for the ensuing year, when the following Persons were duly 
Elected,—Viz. 


Rufus Marsden Thomas Finney 
Thomas Clark Joshua Grainger 
James Campbell 


Jan 1st 1746 [1747] 


The Freeholders mett at the Court House to Chuse Commis- 
sioners for the Ensuing year and they Accordingly Chose the 
Following Persons,—Viz. 


Rufus Marsden James Smallwood 
Richard Hellier Francis Davies*4 
Joshua Grainger 


Who Qualified Accordingly to Law except Francis Davies who 
refused to Act whereupon John Sampson®® was chose in his 
Room who also Qualified. 


June 234 1747 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners 
Present 


Rufus Marsden James Smallwood 
Richard Hellier John Sampson 


Ordered that all the Male Taxables in the Town meet at the 
Court House on Monday the 29 Instant by Six o’Clock in the 


33 The 1746 date is the correct one according to the Gregorian calendar, 
used officially in the colonies after 1752. 

34 Francis Davies or Davis was a prominent Wilmington merchant and 
a business associate of merchant William McKenzie. He appears frequently 
in New Hanover County records from 1745 until his death in 1753, at 
which time his widow, Judith, inherited the entire estate. New Hanover 
Deed Books, C, 98, 133, 173, 198, 303; N.C. Wills, VIII, 4. 

35 John Sampson, for whom Sampson County was named, first appears 
in New Hanover County records in 1738. He subsequently received appoint- 
ments as justice of the peace (1740), town commissioner, General Assembly 
member (1747), member of the governor’s council (1761), and first mayor 
of Wilmington (1760). During the Spanish alarm of 1748 he served as 
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Morning with proper tools to work on the Streets & Bridges for 
Six whole days (provided the work Require so long a time) and 
that a Warrant Issue to the Constable to Summons all Masters 
& Mistresses of Familys and others to Send their Taxables at 
the time and place af**#—The Warrant was Accordingly Issued.— 


James Smallwood Rufus Marsden 
John Sampson Richard Hellier 


July 34. 1747 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners 
Present 


John Sampson Rufus Marsden 
James Smallwood Richard Hellier 


The following Persons Appeared to have been defaulters by not 
Working on the Streets pursuant to Summons,—Viz. 


John Rutherfurd®® ... 8days Patrick McVicar .... 2 days 


captain of a militia company and he achieved the rank of lieutenant 
general during the Regulator uprising. Sampson journeyed to Great Britain 
in 1757; after 1764 he took up residence in Duplin County. Walker, New 
Hanover Court Minutes, I, 2, 16, 55; New Hanover Deed Books, D, 382; 
F, 248; Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 855, 1256; VI, 636, 662; Clark, 
State Records, XXII, 283, 870; Cora Bass (ed.), Abstracts of Sampson 
County North Carolina Wills, 1784-1895, (Clinton, 1958), 100-103. 

36 John Rutherfurd, merchant and planter, came to the Cape Fear in 
1738 to join his cousin, James Murray. In 1750 he was appointed receiver 
general of His Majesty’s quitrents for the province of North Carolina, and 
three years later he married Frances, the widow of Governor Gabriel 
Johnston. Rutherfurd became a Wilmington town commissioner (lion). 
member of the governor’s council (1751), and member of the court of 
claims (1773). After a prolonged dispute with Governor Dobbs, he was 
suspended in 1757 as receiver general and council member. Concerning 
Rutherfurd’s competence as receiver, Dobbs wrote to the board in 1754 that 
“tho’ I have no reason to doubt his being an honest man, yet I believe he 
is quite indolent, and am told gives himself no trouble to go about to 
collect the Quit rents. ...” After a three-year sojourn in England to 
appeal the case, Rutherfurd was restored to his former positions. 

In private business he and Thomas Clark (Sr.) were partners in the 
firm of Clark & Rutherfurd; after Clark’s death in 1749, this firm evolved 
into Duncan & Rutherfurd and eventually became Rutherfurd & Co. 
Prior to 1771, he lived at the 1920-acre Bowland Plantation at Rocky 
Point and owned a tar house on Eagles Island. After severe financial 
reverses, he resurfaced in 1774 in possession of the 400-acre Hunthill 
Plantation. During the American Revolution Rutherfurd joined the British 
forces and withdrew with them from North Carolina. His property was 
confiscated by the state, and he died in 1782 at Cork, enroute to England. 
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Arn sWalker® . Qneaee. ae S.days:ysohn Duboiswieoa. wie a 4 days 


Doct’ DeRosset Francis\zDaviesy }. aware) ai 19 days 
for Moses DeRosset }.... A days’. Thomas Pinney). }a.c09 a5y: 2 days 
Simone llaver uae cae: IdayueJames Campbell” eis. 5 days 
Alexander McKay ........ 5 days Alexander McKeithen® .... 12 days 
Samuel Green ............ 4Adays Alexander Blyth .......... 4 days 
JohneSampsony vit. ees 16 daysosThomass Axom |. a. oot 45: 4 days 
Nathaniel Holland ..._..... 4days Magnus Cowan 

Francis Veale) us. ae. 4days for two men \ map eN 3 t 8 days 


Resolved that the Defaulters above mentioned do work on the 
Streets beginning on Monday the 6. Instant and continue untill 
they make up their deficiencys and that a Copy of this resolution 
be put up at the Court House, and that no other Time will be 
allowed, and all who neglect will be prosecuted as the Law 
directs. 

John Sampson James Smallwood 

Rufus Marsden Rich? Hellier 


apes oo he ie Be ena eS Ee 
His heirs later came into possession of a portion of the Rutherfurd 
property. Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 1245; V, 145, 935-960; VI, 
558, 621; VII, 309; VIII, 659; New Hanover Deed Books, C, 127, 236, 237; 
E, 39, 40; F, 1-2; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, II, 67, 91; Schaw, 
Journal of a Lady of Quality, 289-313; English Records, Loyalist Claims, 
Box 10, State Archives, State Office of Archives and History, Raleigh, 
hereinafter cited as English Records. 

37 Ann Walker was the widow of Robert Walker and mother of town 
commissioner John Walker. She died in 1788. New Hanover Will Books, 
C, 429, 452. 

38 John DuBois, merchant, served as justice of the peace, Wilmington 
town commissioner, alderman, and mayor. Apparently he was one of 
Wilmington’s wealthier residents as his will, proved March 1, 1768, 
provided for the disposal of three brick tenements on Dock Street, a 
wooden tenement on Dock Street together with a small adjoining tenement, 
his residence, a plantation on Smith’s Creek, a lot on Front Street 
containing two tenements, a bake house and other houses, and land with 
windmill thereon, adjoining Wilmington. DuBois also owned an estate in 
New York that he had inherited from his grandmother. His youngest son, 
James, was a physician in Wilmington after the Revolution. Saunders, 
Colonial Records, VI, 60; VIII, 299; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, 
I, 6, 71, 83, 86; N.C. Wills, VIII, 71; New Hanover Deed Books, L, 217. 

39 Alexander McKeithen, tailor, lived on Market Street during the early 
1750s. He had moved to Bladen County by 1757 and possibly prior to 1756. 
An Alexander McKeithen served as sheriff of Bladen during 1756 and 
1757. New Hanover Deed Books, D, 14, 17; E, 204; Saunders, Colonial 
Records, VI, 7389. 

40 Thomas Axsom, chairmaker, was involved in several real estate trans- 
fers in 1747, including the purchase of a lot on Market Street. New 
Hanover Deed Books, C, 145, 146. 
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John Smith in 1744 bought property from Grace Mitchell, widow of 
Edward Mitchell. The part of the lot on which the Smith-Anderson 
House stands—now 102 Orange Street—was given to Elizabeth Smith 
Bailey (Bailie), daughter of John Smith. From 1744 to 1796 the lot; 
with a house thereon, remained in the Smith family. It was purchased 
before 1832 by Alexander Anderson. According to Mrs. Kellam, this house 
may be the oldest structure in Wilmington, possibly dating back to 1744. 
Photograph supplied by the editors. 


Jany 1st 1747 [1748] 


The Freeholders mett at the Court House to choose Commiss*. 


for the ensuing Year when the following persons were duely 
elected,— Viz. 


Rufus Marsden Samuel Green 
Rich‘, Hellier James Smallwood 
Thomas Finney 


At a meeting of the Commissioners— April 18% 1748 
Present 
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Rufus Marsden Samuel Green 
Thomas Finney Richard Hellier 
James Smallwood 


Who all qualified themselves according to Law before John 
Sampson Esq. 


Rufus Marsden 
Samuel Green 
Thos. Finney 
Richard Hellier 
James Smallwood 


At a meeting of the Commissioners— April 25% 1748 
Present 
Rufus Marsden Samuel Green 
Richard Hellier Thomas Finney 


James Smallwood 


Ordered that all the male Taxables in the Town be Summoned 
by the Constable to Work on the Streets & Bridges, and that for 
that Purpose they appear at the Court House on Monday the 
Second day of May next by Six o’Clock in the morning with 
Proper Tools—And that a Warrant be Issued for that purpose. 

Ordered That Whereas the Inhabitants Have no other Signal 
for an Alarum in Case of an Invasion by our Publick Ennemies 
(who Infest this Coast) *! But by Beat of Drum, That no Person 
presume to Beat the same after Sun Sett unless Commanded by 
Lawfull Authority, And that Publick Notice be fixed at the 
Markett House. 


41 Public enemies in this case were the Spanish who menaced the 
Carolina coast in 1747 and 1748. As a sidelight to the international 
situation (King George’s War or War of the Austrian Succession), the 
Spanish at St. Augustine sent small sloops to raid the Carolina coast 
“where they killed several of his Majesty’s subjects, burned some ships 
and several small vessels, carried off some Negroes, and slaughtered a 
Vast number of Black Cattle and Hogs” (Saunders, Colonial Records, 
IV, 922). Beaufort was invaded by the enemy in 1747 and on September 
4, 1748, Brunswick Town was seized. After several days of uncertainty 
the Spanish were forced to retreat, losing their largest ship and almost 
one half of their men in the process. Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 1306; 
V, 38; Clark, State Records, XXII, iii-iv, 262-286. 
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Adjourned to Monday the Second Day of May next. 


Rufus Marsden 
Richard Hellier 
Tho’. Finney 
James Smallwood 
Samuel Green 


May 2" 1748 


The Commissioners took charge of the People that came to work 
on the Streets and Bridges and Sett them to work as necessity 
Required.— 


July 5%, 1748 


At a meeting of the Commissioners— 
Present 


Rufus Marsden Richard Hellier 
James Smallwood Thomas Finney 


The following Persons Appeared to have been Defaulters by not 
working on the Streets pursuant to Summons—Viz. 


Bun Walker. Wegirrt in: 2days Jeronimo Gonsalves ......_.. 3 days 
wytitan WalkersLiyree oe adays John Maultsby :......... 9 days 
James Campbell ..._....... 2days John Weeks .............. 3 days 
James Campbell, Jun™ .... 3days Ithamer Singletary Vay. s 3 days 
Bhemas) James = ie os. 3days Thomas Turnbill 

wmemass Maton. ............ Eday \ Simon-Playersi we) 3 days 
Alexander McKeithen _.... lday Frederick Grege* si... 3 days 
Davia sbavige |, ir Sie 38days David Lindsay ............ 3 days 
WAMG2—OrAM. ......0...... 3days William Birnie .......... absent 


42 James Campbell, Jr. was a son of Wilmington founder James Campbell 
and brother of town commissioners John, Samuel, and William Campbell. 
a apparently died in 1759 while on a voyage to Boston. N.C. Wills, 

, 61. 

43 David David, planter and carpenter, was the son of carpenter Philip 
David. After his father’s death in 1747, David and his wife, Ann, moved 
into Wilmington from their Northeast River plantation. New Hanover 
Deed Books, C, 172; D, 14, 509; N.C. Wills, VIII, 3. 

44 Wilmington merchant Frederick Gregg served as town commissioner, 
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July 26th 1748 


At a meeting of the Commissioners— 
Present 


Rufus Marsden Richard Hellier 
James Smallwood Thomas Finney 


Mr. Marsden exhibited a charge for 78 feet 2 inch plank equal 


to. 156 feet incl at.26/C\. i. so ee 5— 9—2 
for carting 6 days at 50/7 ...... 87) ees 12—10— 
17—19—2 


Out of which is to be deducted as follows, viz. 
Ithamar Singletary’s fine as a Defaulter on 


streets— 3 
James Oram’s D.... 3 6 
Thiet Mimarenens leis louren ness in {92 


Resolved That the Defaulters on the Last working upon the 

Streets & Bridges do make up their deficiencys by working there- 

on to commence on Monday the 8". day of August next or Pay 

the fines by Law Appointed. And that Notice be given by 

fixing up a Publick Advertisement on the Court House. 
Adjourned to the 8%. August af=4, 


Rufus Marsden 
James Smallwood 
Thomas Finney 
Richard Hellier 


August 8%. 1748 


The Commissioners took charge of such People as came to make 


Vanes Caney ° Lt Te eee 
alderman, mayor, and justice of the peace. He owned a town house, a large 
wharf with seven storehouses, a plantation on the sound, 40 slaves and a 
sawmill or sawmills on Island Creek near the present-day boundary 
between New Hanover and Pender counties. Gregg left America in Lito 
because of ill health; his property, valued at £20,000—£25,000 sterling, was 
confiscated by the state. A widower without children, he was still living 
in Londonderry, North Ireland, in 1788. New Hanover Deed Books, D, 
104; E, 244, 364; M, 108; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, II, 15, 
67; Clark, State Records, XXII, 825, 837; XXIII, 461; XIX, 672; English 
Records, Box 5. 
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up their defficiencys on the Streets and Bridges and for them to 
work as requisite.— 


Jan’. 24 1748 [1749] 


Yesterday being Sunday, the Freeholders mett this day (ac- 
cording to Law) to Choose Commissioners for the ensuing Year 
when the following Persons were unanimously Chosen,—Viz. 


James Smallwood Rufus Marsden 
Samuel Green Thomas Finney 
Thomas James 


At a meeting of the Commissioners— August 18 1749 
Present 
Samuel Green Thomas James 
Thomas Finney Rufus Marsden 


Who qualified as Commissioners by taking the Usual Oaths. 
Ordered that an Advertisement be put up at the Court House 
requiring the Inhabitants to meet on Thursday morning at the 
Court House by Six o’ the Clock to work on the Streets, and 
bring with them necessary tools for that purpose. 

Whereas James Smallwood one of the Commiss". Elect is 
Dead It is therefore Desired that the Freeholders would meet at 
the Court House on the 19. Instant to Chuse another in his 
Stead. 

Whereas Moses John DeRosset*® hath made complaint that 
James Campbell refuses to move his House where the Billiard 


45 Dr. Moses John DeRosset, “Practitioner of Physics,” was a son of 
Dr. Armand J. and Madeline DeRosset. He was an officer in Colonel 
James Innes’s French and Indian War expedition to Virginia (1754) and 
served as town commissioner, alderman, and mayor of Wilmington. As 
mayor during the Stamp Act difficulties at Brunswick in 1766, he vocally 
supported the resistance to British taxation policy. DeRosset died in 1767, 
two days before his forty-first birthday. His widow, the former Mary Ivy, 
married Rev. Adam Boyd and lived until 1798. N.C. Wills, VIII, 39; 
New Hanover Will Books, AB, 13; Saunders, Colonial Records, V, 255; 
VII, 178, 185-186, 222-223. 
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Table** is from off his land. Ordered that the said James Camp- 
bell have Notice of such Complaint, and give in his Answer at 
next meeting. 

Ordered that the necessity of Bucketts and Ladders for ex- 
tinguishing of Fire be taken into Consideration at the next 
Publick meeting. 

Ordered that every Person whose Chimney is not built three 
feet above the Ridge or highest part of their House doe raise the 
same to that height within four Months under the Penalty of Ten 
Shill. procla. for every default to be applied towr?. buying of 
bucketts & Ladders by the Commiss"™. for the time being.— 

Adjourned to Thursday next the 24* Instant at 9 o’Clock in 
the morning. 


Tho’. Finney Sam!. Green 
Rufus Marsden Tho’. James 


August 19%. 1749 


The Freeholders mett to Choose a Commissioner in Lieu of 
James Smallwood Dec‘., and Agreed that John Sampson and 
James Murray should take the Poll, on closing and Examining 
of which there was a Majority of Votes for John Rutherfurd 
who is Accordingly declared duely Elected.— 


John Sampson 
James Murray 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners pursuant to Adjournment 
August 24%, 1749.— 
Present— 


Rufus Marsden Thomas Finney 
Thomas James Samuel Green 


Adjourned to Monday morning next being the 28%. Inst. at 10 
o’Clock in the morning. 


46 Billiards was a favorite pastime in eighteenth century Wilmington. 
A visitor to the town, Francisco de Miranda, made the following observa- 
tion during his stay their in 1783: “. . . we went to the billiard house, 
where we playea a few games until noontime. This game has taken such 
strong roots in the country that none of the towns I passed through lacked 
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August 28, 1749 


Adjourned to 21*. Septr. next.— 


September 21**. 1749 


Met Pursuant to Adjournment— 
Present— 


Samuel Green Rufus Marsden 
Thomas Finney Thomas James 


Ordered that the Dock be made twenty six feet Wide in the 
Exact midle of Dock Street that is to say twenty feet from the 
side of the Street where Thomas Finney Lives and twenty feet 
from the side of the Street where William Veale’s houses are, 
According to the New Plann Annexed to the Act of Assembly 
Entituled An Act for the better regulating the Town of 
Wilmington, &c 

Rufus Marsden 
Sam!, Green 
Thomas Finney 


Jan’ 1st, 1749 [1750] 


The Freeholders mett to Choose Commissioners for the En- 
suing Year, And Agreed that David Lindsay and Paul Townsend 
should take the Pole, on closing and Examining of which there 
Appeared a Majority of Votes for James Murray, John Ruther- 
furd, William Faris, John Sampson and Caleb Grainger who are 
Accordingly Declared duely Elected. 


Jan’ 2%, 1749 [1750] 


William Faris, John Sampson and Caleb Grainger came and 
severally took the Oath of Commissioner as by Law directed 
before me. 

Ja. Murray 


two or three billiard tables. The wives complain that their husbands spend 
too much time at this French custom, ... ” Francisco de Miranda, The 
New Democracy in America; Travels of Francisco de Miranda in the 
United States, 1783-1784, translated by Judson P. Wood, edited by John 
S. Ezell (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1963), 14-15. 
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February 28%, 1749 [1750] 


James Murray Qualified as Commissioner by taking the Oath by 
Law Appointed before me. [unsigned ] 


February 28%, 1749 [1750] 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners 
Present— 


James Murray 
William Faris 
Caleb Grainger 


Mr. Rutherfurd goeing to Europe desired to be excused from 
Qualifying as a Commissioner and recommended Magnus 
Cowann in his room. 

The Commiss’. accordingly Elected the said Magnus Cowann a 
Commissioner (in the room of Mr. Rutherfurd) and he came 
and took the Oath of a Commissioner. 


March 13%, 1749 [1750] 


At a meeting of the Commissioners 
Present 


James Murray John Sampson 
William Faris Caleb Grainger 
Magnus Cowann 


After Summoning the Inhabitants of the Town several of which 
Attended, Agreed that a Tax of one Shilling & Six pence procla- 
mation be Levyed on each Taxable‘? in said Town by the Sheriff 
this present Year for purchasing Fire Ladders and Leather 
Bucketts. 


47 Taxables included all white males of sixteen years and older and all 
Negroes, male and female, of twelve years and older. 


THE WILMINGTON TOWN Book oO 


This eighteenth century English brown leather fire bucket with its 
elaborate coat of arms is from the Tryon Palace Collection, but no doubt 
some of the wealthy families in early Wilmington equipped their homes 
with equally ornate buckets. Photographed by Mrs. Madlin Futrell, Office 
of Archives and History. 


Agreed that Mrs. Clay*® be paid One Pound proclamation per 
Quarter, quarterly, for her Care in Sweeping the Court House 
each Saturday in every Week, keeping the Windows & Doors 
Shut, and twice every week to Sweep the Change.— 


June 21%. 1751 [1750?] 
At a Meeting of the Commissioners 
Present 


48 Mrs. Margaret Clay was responsible for cleaning and securing the 
courthouse from 1750 until 1763. 
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William Faris Caleb Grainger 
John Sampson | Magnus Cowan 


Ordered That all the Male taxables do meet at the Court 
House on Monday the Second day of July next at Six o’Clock in 
the morning, provided with proper Tools to work on the Streets, 
Bridges &c during four whole days under the Inspection of the 
said Commissioners, or as they may direct. And that a Warrant 
Issue to the Constable to Summons all Masters and Mistresses 
of Family and others in said Town to send their Taxables 
(Lyable by Law to work) at the Time and place aforesaid. 
Accordingly a Warrant Issued to the Constable for that Purpose. 


William Faris Caleb Grainger 
John Sampson Maznus Cowan 


At a meeting of the Commissioners— 
August 8, 1751 [1750?] 
Present 


William Faris John Sampson 
Magnus Cowan 


After receiving the several returns of the Overseers on Oath, 
We find the following persons deficient on Working on the 
Streets and Bridges,—Viz. 


Hugh McBride 1 hand 4 day (workt) 
John Gordon 1 hand 4 days 

Thomas Cunningham? LY Valera Rdg 

John Robinson50 Li 

William Mitchell ley pao* 4iedo 


49 Thomas Cunningham (Cunnigham) was a cooper and town commis- 
sioner who lived in New Hanover County from 1741 until his death in 1794. 
Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 596, 679; New Hanover Deed Books, E, 86; 
F, 16, 121; New Hanover Will Books, C, 54; Walker, New Hanover Court 
Minutes, II, 97. 

50 John Robeson (Robinson) was a merchant, justice of the peace, and 
town commissioner. He was active in the Wilmington Committee of Safety 
during 1775 before resigning in November of that year. He had died 
intestate by 1779 and his “considerable” estate was heavily mortgaged to 
Woldridge and Kelly, merchants of London. Saunders, Colonial Records, 
IX, 1143; X, 288, 334; Clark, State Records, XXIV, 292; Walker, New 
Hanover Court Minutes, II, 39, 46. 
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John Campbell51 1 — 4 
Francis Davies gave his note 
Alext McKeithen 2 — 4 workt 
Samuel Theopt Steroom 2 — 4 each 
Ralph Bugnion52 pA — 1 each 
James Coburn 1 — 4 
Samuel Fels 1 — 4 

Caleb Grainger 2 — 2% each wd 14d each 
John Walker53 1 — 4 
James Campbell 1 — 4 workt 
Daniel McVicar uf — 4 

John Lyon (each 244d, not ly>le) 3 — 4 each 
Richard Richardson if we | A 
Thomas Newton55 1 — 4 
William Birnie ft — A4 


51 John Campbell was a son of James and brother of James, Jr., Samuel, 
and William. He was a carpenter and town commissioner prior to his 
death in 1770. New Hanover Deed Books, C, 106; I, 291; N.C. Wills, V, 62. 

52 Ralph Bugnion was a Wilmington merchant and town commissioner. 
He died in December, 1751; his widow, Elizabeth, married Hugh Purdie of 
Bladen County. After Purdie’s death, Elizabeth married Colonel James 
Richardson of the same county. New Hanover Deed Books, C, 257; D, 
208, 410; New Hanover County Wills, I, 57. 

53 There were at least four seemingly unrelated John Walkers living 
in Wilmington during the period covered by the town book. This John 
evidently is the son of Robert and Ann Walker. He was a merchant, town 
commissioner, and sheriff of New Hanover County (1760). His will, dated 
February 10, 1775, reveals that he was living in Brunswick County at that 
time. Other residents of this name were: John Walker, a carpenter; John 
Walker, a tailor; and John (Major Jack) Walker, a Revolutionary War 
officer. Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 39; New Hanover Will 
Books, C, 429, 452; New Hanover Wills, V, 60, 61; Brunswick County 
Deed Books, Office of the Register of Deeds, Brunswick County Courthouse, 
Southport, Deed Books, B, 55, hereinafter cited as Brunswick Deed Books. 

54 John Lyon, merchant, justice of the peace, town commissioner, alder- 
man, and sheriff of New Hanover County (1768-1771), operated a store 
at Front and Dock streets in Wilmington. He came from England prior to 
1751 and married Mildred, the daughter of Jerome Rowan and stepdaughter 
of Matthew Rowan. Lyon died in 1782. New Hanover Deed Books, C, 343; 
E, 46, G, 273; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 89; New Hanover 
Will Books, C, 222; Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 980; Cape Fear 
Recorder (Wilmington), June 16, 1830; Bladen County Deed Books, Office 
of the Register of Deeds, Bladen County Courthouse, Elizabethtown, Deed 
Books, 27, p. 296; Brunswick Deed Books, P, 177. 

55 Thomas Newton, who married Mary Maultsby, the sister of John 
Maultsby, resided in Wilmington from around 1750 until 1760. By 1761 he 
was living in Bladen County, presumably on his wife’s plantation near 
Carver’s Creek. He died in 1767. New Hanover Deed Books, E, 40, 326; 
Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 88; N.C. Wills, XXII, 45; New 
Hanover Will Books, C, 397. 
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William Wallace 1 — 4 run away 
Ebenezar Bunting5é 1 — 8 workt 
Richard Player57 OVE era? each 

Ann Wright58 2 — 38% each, workt 
John Rutherfurd & Co. 8 — 

Caleb Mason59 2 — 4 each 

David Lindsay 2 — 2 each, not lyble 
Patrick McVicar 1 — 4 

Joseph Geery iL — 4 

Alexander McKay 1 — 4 

Alice Marsden®0 1 — 4 workt 


Put up at the Court House with the Following Advertisement— 
Viz. We are not Willing to Insist on Money from the above 
Defaulters (Which would lay them under some difficulties) We 
Give this Publick Notice that those who are willing to Work on 
the Streets appear at the Court House on Wednesday morning 
next at Six o’Clock to work their deficiencys, and those that 
doe not then Appear or Pay their fines shall have distress 
Immediately Levied on them without further Notice. 


Mrs. Marsden produced an Account of five days Carting for 


56 Ebenezer Bunting, a Quaker in faith, probably came from Philadelphia 
around 1745. He practiced the trade of carpenter and appeared continu- 
ously on county jury rolls until his death in 1774. New Hanover Deed 
Books, D, 130; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, passim; II, 28. 

57 This could be either Richard Player, Sr., who died in 1754, or his son, 
Richard, Jr. Commissioner Richard Player (Jr.) was a Wilmington black- 
smith until his death in 1785. He owned a house and bake house on the 
north side of Market Street and a plantation on Smith’s Creek. He served 
in the militia in 1755 and on the Wilmington Committee of Safety in 1775. 
New Hanover Deed Books, E, 54, 302 ; New Hanover Will Books, C, 337; 
New Hanover Wills, IV, 68; Saunders, Colonial Records, IX, 1154; Clark 
State Records, XXII, 383. 

58 Ann Wright, widow of Brunswick merchant John Wright, moved to 
Wilmington shortly after her husband’s death in 1749. By 1763 she was 
living at Bristol in Burks County, Pennsylvania. New Hanover Deed Books, 
G, 16, (1919202 3D} 1134; .Wyi214, 

59 Caleb Mason, carpenter and planter, appeared in New Hanover County 
by 1738. He owned property at Second and Dock streets in Wilmington 
and on Masonboro Sound and Lees (Bradley) Creek. Mason served as town 
commissioner and alderman of Wilmington during the 1760s. New Hanover 
Deed Books, C, 148; D, 364; F, 215, 258; New Hanover Will Books, C, 
253; N.C. Wills, XX, 42; 

60 Alice Marsden was the widow of town commissioner Rufus Marsden 
and sister of William Rigby, mariner. She died in 1759 and her estate 
was still unsettled in 1766. Her daughter Alice was the second wife of 
Captain Benjamin Heron. New Hanover Deed Books, C, 26, 228, 238; 
Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, 1 73bs 472: 
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the Year 1747 as per Entry July 26%. 1748 upon the Oath of 
Joseph Geery. Agreed to allow her at the rate of fifty shill’. 
Old Tenn’. per day for two horses & a cart and the balle. brought 
from that Entry Appears to be £11—19—2 which We give her 
Credit for on her defficiencys and there remains due One Hand 
four Days (as she has Six hands). 

William Faris 


August 14%. 1750 


The Freeholders of Wilmington met in ord’. to Chuse two 
Commissioners in Room of James Murray Esq". and Mr. Caleb 
Grainger who have left the Province. And First they chose 
William Faris Esqt. and Doct Isaac Faris to hold the Poll, 
when on closing it There Appeared a majority of Votes for 
Cornelius Harnett and Lewis DeRosset who are thereupon de- 
clared duely Elected. 

William Faris 


The stone marking Cornelius Harnett’s grave in the St. James’s Church- 
yard mistakenly sets the patriot’s death on April 20, 1781; this is obviously 
in error as his will is dated April 28, 1781. Harnett was reputed to be a 
Deist, and his epitaph indicates that he was: “Slave to no sect, he took 
no private road. But looked through nature up to nature’s God.” Photo- 
graph provided by the editors. 
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August 15, 1750 


Cornelius Harnett*! & Lewis DeRosset®2 appeared before me 
and took the Usual Oaths as Commissioners for the Town of 
Wilmington— 

William Faris 


61 Cornelius Harnett, Revolutionary War patriot, was born in Edenton, 
N.C., in 1723, the son of a Dublin, Ireland, merchant of the same name. 
The younger Cornelius married Mary, daughter of Martin Holt, and lived 
at Maynard (later known as Hilton) just north of Wilmington. He was 
involved primarily in farming, milling, and mercantile ventures. In partner- 
ship with John Murgatroyd (of Philadelphia), Richard Rundle, and 
William Wilkinson, he became involved in distillery operations and owned 
a still house, wharf, warehouse, and other necessary buildings between the 
present Walnut and Red Cross streets in Wilmington. The partners also 
owned a schooner, the Mary, to transport sugar for their operations. 

Harnett, like his father, became deeply involved in politics, representing 
Wilmington in practically every session of the General Assembly between 
1754 and 1775. He was a Wilmington town commissioner and alderman, a 
leader of the Stamp Act resistance at Wilmington and Brunswick in 1765- 
1766, a member of the Committee of Correspondence and the Wilmington 
Committee of Safety, and president of the Provincial Council of North 
Carolina, the North Carolina Council of Safety, and the Council of State. 
Massachusetts Revolutionary leader Josiah Quincy commented in 1773 
that Harnett was “the Samuel Adams of North Carolina”; and in 1776 
when British General Sir Henry Clinton offered to pardon all North 
Carolina rebels who would put down their arms, only Cornelius Harnett 
and Robert Howe were excluded from this guarantee of amnesty. 

Harnett was elected to the Continental Congress in 1777 to replace 
William Hooper, and he served until 1780 when in ill health he returned 
to New Hanover County. In 1781 he was captured by the British and 
later released only to die on April 28, 1781, at the age of 58 years. 
New Hanover Deed Books, D, 41, 263-264; E, 84-85; G, 13-16; Saunders, 
Colonial Records, V, 181; VII, 169-174; IX, 1107-1108; Kyuss, 591~ 
592, 619, 1013; Clark, State Records, XI, 363, 529; XII, Ob. Ve oa). 
367; Josiah Quincy, Jr., Memoirs of the Life of Josiah Quincy Jun. of 
Massachusetts, edited by Josiah Quincy (the Younger), (Boston: Cum- 
mings, Hilliard & Company, 1825), 120. See also R.D.W. Connor, Cornelius 
Harnett: An Essay in North Carolina History (Raleigh: Edwards & 
Broughton Printing Company, 1909). 

62 Lewis Henry DeRosset was the eldest son of Dr. Armand J. and 
Madeline DeRosset. Although he was a merchant and planter, DeRosset 
centered much of his life around his public service. He was sheriff of 
New Hanover County (1748), justice of the peace (1751), a representative 
of Wilmington in the General Assembly (1751-1752), and a member of the 
governor’s council (1752-1775). During the American Revolution, DeRosset 
espoused the Loyalist cause and in 1779 was ordered to leave the state. 
New Hanover Deed Books, C, 77-79; D, 420; Walker, New Hanover Court 
Minutes, II, 43; Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 1254, 1274, 1315-1316, 
1331; X, 106; Clark, State Records, XVII, 145; XXII, 268. 
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September 25%. 1750 


The Freeholders met In order to Chuse a Commissioner in the 
Room of William Faris Esqt. who left the Province. And First 
they Chose Magnus Cowan & William Veale® to hold the Pole, 
when on closing it there Appeared a Majority of Votes for John 
Lyon. 

Magnus Cowan 
William Veale 


December 15%. 1750 

At a Meeting of the Commissioners 
Present 
Cornelius Harnett Lewis DeRosset 
Magnus Cowan 
Ordered that a Warrant be Issued to the Constable for Levy- 

ing the Fines on the Defaulters on Working on the Streets and 
accordingly the same was Issued against all those who did not 
make up their deficiencys (according to former Order) Return- 
able the 315*. inst. 

Lewis DeRosset 

Corn’. Harnett 

Magnus Cowan 


Jan, 1st. 1750 [1751] 
The Freeholders mett to Chuse Commissioners for the Ensuing 
Year and Agreed that James Murray & William Faris Esq™. 
should take the Poll, when on closing it there Appeared a 


63 William Veale, mariner, was the son of Francis Veale. A former 
resident of Bridgewater, Somersetshire, England, William Veale. lived on 
Dock Street in Wilmington and served as a town commissioner. He “died 
out of this province” (North Carolina) in 1760, leaving his wife, Abigail, 
and son, William. New Hanover Deed Books, C, 247; E, 211; N.C. Wills, 
XXXII, 60. 
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Majority of Votes for John DuBois, Cornelius Harnett, Lewis 

DeRosset, John Lyon and Ralph Bugnion who thereupon were 

declared duely Elected, and are hereby Returned as such having 

at same time taken the Oath by Law Appointed before us. — 
James Murray 


Jan’, 18*, 1750 [1751] 
At a meeting of the Commissioners 


Present 


John DuBois 
Lewis DeRosset 
Cornelius Harnett 
John Lyon 

Ralph Bugnion 


This primitive “fire engine” was used in Salem, North Carolina, in the 
eighteenth century and fortunately has been preserved. Wilmington com- 
missioners authorized Benjamin Heron to purchase a fire engine in 1755, 
and the town minutes indicate that the engine was delivered ca. J anuary, 


1757. Photograph from the files of the Office of Archives and History. 


A majority of the Inhabitants having Agreed to a Tax of One 
Shill*. & Six pence procla. per head to be levyed on every Male 
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taxable for buying Water bucketts, Ladders and every thing 
Necessary towards extinguishing fire. . . . It is hereby Ordered 
that Warrants Issue out to the Constable for Levying the 
same. — 

Jn°’. D:Bois 

Corn’. Harnett 

Lewis DeRosset 

John Lyon 

Ralph Bugnion 


March 28%, 1751 
At a meeting of the Commissioners 
Present 
John DuBois 
Ralph Bugnion 
Cornelius Harnett 
Lewis DeRosset 


Whereas the Constable that had a Warrant from the former 
Comiss". against the Defaulters for not working on the Streets 
&c. is runnaway without making any sum. It is therefore 
Ordered that Warrants doe Issue out to the present Constable 
to Summons such as had not paid the former Constable by 
Virtue of the Warrant Issued against them, That they Work on 
the Streets on Monday the 9". April and the three following 
days. The same were accordingly issued. 


The Tax laid on the Male tithables were paid to Capt. John Du- 
Bois & amounted to —9—15. 
Out of which he has paid as by the rect. in his possession 


as follows — Viz. 

Caleb Mason for four Ladders ——————______ 2 

Magnus Cowann for 16 Leather Bucketts __ @ OY Nea ees poe? ALES | 
Cornelius Harnett for Ropes for Bucketts ——— as aancatk| 


LS eR 5, 


Magnus Cowann delivered for use of the Town four Leather 
Bucketts more and for which he is to be paid by the Com- 
missioners Out of the next Year’s tax at the rate of Nine Shill*. 
& 4d proc®. each — 
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Jn°. D:Bois 
Corn’. Harnett 
Ralph Bugnion 
Lewis DeRosset 


June 24%, 1751 
The Freeholders of Wilmington mett to Chuse a Commissioner 
in Room of Capt. John DuBois (who has left the Province) and 
Agreed that Mr. Francis Arthur and Mr. Paul Townsend should 
take the Poll, when on closing it, There appeared a Majority of 
Votes for John Rutherfurd whom we accordingly declare duely 
Elected. 
Francis Arthur 
Paul Townsend 


July 18, 1751 
Mr. John Rutherfurd Qualified as a Commissioner of the Town 
of Wilmington 
Before me 
Corn’. Harnett J. P. 


July 1st. 1751 
At a Meeting of the Commissioners — 
Present 
John Rutherfurd 
John Lyon 
Lewis DeRosset 
Corn’. Harnett 


Whereas Moses John DeRosset heretofore Applied to the 
Commissioners for Liberty to Build a Porch to his House on the 
Street which was Granted but omitted to be entered Wherefore 
It is now ordered to be entered now. 

Ordered that all the Male taxables be Summoned to Work on 
the Streets from Monday the 15. Instant until the 17%. In- 
clusive and that Warrants Issue to the Constable accordingly. 

Ordered that Beef be not sold after this Day at above two 
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pence procla money per Pound, and that a Copy of this Order 
be put up at the Court House. 

Corn’. Harnett 

John Lyon 

John Rutherfurd 

Lewis DeRosset 


July 18%, 1751 
At a meeting of the Commissioners 
Present 
John Lyon 
John Rutherfurd 
Cornelius Harnett 
Lewis DeRosset 


John Rutherfurd One of the Commissioners being a defaulter 
on the Streets &c at last working for eight hands during three 
days is indebted to the Publick in the Sum of three pounds four 
shillings procla. — 

John Lyon another of the Commissioners being a defaulter In 
like manner for the same number of hands is Indebted to the 
Publick in the like Sum of Three Pounds four shill’. procla. 

Ralph Bugnion another of the Commissioners being a de- 
faulter In like manner for four hands during three days is 
Indebted to the publick in the sum of thirty two shill’. procla. 

Cornelius Harnett another of the Commissioners being a 
defaulter In like manner for One hand during three days is 
Indebted to the Publick in the Sum of eight shill’. procla. 

Alexander McKeithen having two hands sick at the time of 
working, is allowed to work them at the time hands are hired 
to make up the deficiency. 

Joseph Geery being sick at the same time, is allowed to work 
at the same time. 

Patrick McVicar not being In Town at the time of Summoning 
nor at the time of Working is allowed to work at same time. 

Warrants were Issued against the following Persons for their 
deficiencys (not working on the Streets & etc.) returnable the 
POOF Sept next*.2. .4 stele be sett oor wees? Viz. 
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Sotn: Merrick®4torte jee. ote eee) 6 o— 16 — 
Paul inerani scat gl: 60 el — §— 
LHOMaAS OLUMMONG 4.0 os — §— 
JON Walker™ 0/802 2. oars aad aa — § — 
Josepn Classics Mites scala tee te — §8’— 
JAIME MATION OIE, weak ae ett a ge a — 8— 
HPANCIS DI AVICS. lots Mat Sen tibet te 5 — 12 — 
Alexander BIyti oo’ om oe eles — 8§— 
Magmist Cowantive: gh eae nen ae — 2—8 
JOH MRING Fy Li yel aise Wi SA a et — 8§— 
Thomas Newton .......°.. ae 9 — 16 — 
James Campbell ........... .. L1—12— 
Thomas (nine, a. 2 ale ae =) 1G) —— 
Davidthindsay. en ig oF 4 bop Na ete Ae 
PNA DD AVM co why fy bend ose ete — 2—8 
John Jonese’ |...) Sees ee errr — 8 — 
Alexander sMGK ay Ooh: Aiec any et! — 8&— 
Mrs; uMarsdéen Jue. oe eee, — 8§’— 
Evan? McKay ve" ev eee a. 6h Uc 8S 
HugheMebridea Gite... ao a — § — 
Thomas, Caunningham’s.......0. 5... — 2—8 
ORY DONISG alan aed ote en er — 8 — 
William Siitchnelte re ea at — § — 
SAMIMCL UN Caleta a eee an oe — 8 — 
Richard Lowther ............ oe — 8 
George x Wattse. bol a) to ela eee oa 8 


64 John Merrick, son of Captain Thomas Merrick, was a merchant and 
town commissioner. He was recommended for promotion to militia lieu- 
tenant in 1755 and was dead by 1756. Clark, State Records, XXII, 306, 
311; New Hanover Deed Books, D, 190. 

65 James Arlow was a constable and tavern keeper of Wilmington. His 
will, proved in February court 1758, requested that he be interred in the 
St. James churchyard in Wilmington. His wife, Bridget, continued to keep 
an ordinary in her home until her death in 1766. New Hanover Deed 
Books, D, 318; F, 141; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 33, 48, 62, 
67. 

66 Thomas Child came to North Carolina in 1746 as attorney general 
of the province. By 1751 he was serving as agent for Lord Granville and 
as such had been made justice of the peace for every county court in the 
province. Child returned to England in January of 1753 and apparently 
spent several years there before returning to the colony in 1759. He was 
constantly involved in controversy with Governors Gabriel Johnston and 
Arthur Dobbs and had resigned as attorney general by 1761. Child, who 
apparently lived in Wilmington for only a short while around 1751, repre- 
sented Chowan County in the 1760 General Assembly. New Hanover Deed 
Books, C, 270; Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 927, 1239; V, 26-27; VI, 
50-51, 302, 319, 362, 621; Clark, State Records, XI, 109. 

67 John Jones, town bailiff, operated an ordinary at his house on Smith’s 
Creek during the 1750s and 1760s. Shortly before his death in 1770, how- 
ever, he is referred to as a “Gentleman” of Wilmington. New Hanover 
Deed Books, E, 153; F, 173; New Hanover Will Books, C, 184; Walker, 
New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 31, 38, 48. 
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Thomas Galloway’ ..22...44ore — §— 
Ce 4 
JAMS OE ket eee ee — 8’ — 
7—12 — 
9 — 4 — 
£16 — 16 — 


* Corns. Harnett 
Lewis DeRosset 
Jn°. Rutherfurd 
John Lyon 


Septem’. 20%, 1751 
At a meeting of the Commissioners 
Present 
Cornelius Harnett, John Lyon & Lewis DeRosset 


The Constable made a return of the Warrt. and paid the 
Money he had levyed by Virtue thereof amounting to Fifteen 
pounds four shill’. procla. to Cornelius Harnett. 

Evan McKay not having been long enough in the Country and 
Richard Lowther not being Sixteen years of age at the time 
of working were both excused. 

The Constable returned that he could find no Goods or 
Chattells of Joseph Glass, John Ring, Samuel Neale, George 
Watts & James Duff. 

There was due to James Arlow eight shill’. procla. on former 
working discounted out of his present deficiency. 

William Mitchell & John Jones not having been Summoned are 
allowed to Work at the Time hands are hired to make up the 
deficiency. 

Ordered that Cornelius Harnett & John Lyon doe hire hands 
to Work on the Streets and bridges to make up the deficiencys to 
commence on Monday next or any other time they may judge 
proper. 

Cornelius Harnett 
John Lyon 
Lewis DeRosset 
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Decem* 10%, 1751 
At a meeting of the Commissioners 
Present 
Cornelius Harnett, John Lyon & Lewis DeRosset 


Cornelius Harnett & John Lyon made a return of People by 
them hired to work on the Streets pursuant to Ord". Viz. 


OVETSOCT 37 Saty cc eee ae Raed ics ede ft hs eae — 14— 
Davidl Lindsay...) t0reze rays: Work 0 6 ie alee 3— 0—8 
RS Gyn cha le Po wie ae 3—14—8 

Jonn Maultsbyv pe forte days work 2. 3. ces oo Gomes dye 1— — 

Francis: Daviesspt fondew 4 kdayerwork 9.244... ees Meee 3 — 14 — 
John: DuBoiss pt forcsete “days work o.60 oe ee Sen 4— 9—4 

James Campbellopdcfor 520 davis. work. jcsen ss ss. te ee — 14 — 
Masnus Cowan i tore day oe 8, he ee oh eo ee — 2-—8 
Doet? SamuelaGreen mt for 11 days’ work <0 424. 2.0. Reve 1— 9—4 

£15 — 4— 


There is due to Cap". DuBois thirteen days & a half work. 


John Rutherfurd one of the Commissioners has worked on the 
Streets to the Amount of eleven shill’. & 4° procla. soe that he is 
yet Indebted to the Publick the Sum of Two Pounds twelve 
shillings & eight pence procla. 


John Lyon another of the Commiss". has worked his whole 
deficiencys. Cornelius Harnett another of the Commiss". has 
worked his whole deficiency and there is due to him eight shill. 
proc*. for hire of a hand on the Streets. 


Alexander McKeithen has worked his whole deficiency and there 
is due to him Six Shills. & 8¢ procla. for worke on the Streets 
to be discounted out of next working. 


Joseph Geery is yet Indebted for three quarters of a day’s work. 


John Jones has worked two and a quarter days tow4. his de- 
ficiency he remains yet Indebted one day and three quarters. 


Issued Warrant to the Constable for Summoning all the Male 
Taxables to work on the Streets from Wednesday the 18*. Inst. 
untill the 20 Inclusive. 


The Publick is Indebted to Thomas Newton for thirteen days 
work to be allowed him at future workings. 
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Lewis DeRosset 
John Lyon 
Corn’. Harnett 


December 31**. 1751 
At a Meeting of the Commissioners 
Present 
Cornelius Harnett, John Lyon, Lewis DeRosset. 
There was due to Thomas James for working on the Streets the 
Byginning of this month twenty three days & a half Work. 


There is due to Lewis DeRosset for a Stock Lock put by him on 
the Court House the Sum of ten shill’. Procla. money to be paid 
him out of next years taxes. 


Agreed with Mrs. Clay to Sweep the Court House above & below, 
keep the Windows shut, & Ringing the Bell on necessary oc- 
casions for one Year to commence from tomorrow for which 
she is to be paid the Sum of Five Pounds procla. out of the 
ensuing Year’s tax. 


There is due to Cap". John DuBois the Sum of ten shillings & 64 
procla for board & plank for mending bridges etc. — to be de- 
ducted out of his deficiencys. 


Mr. Rutherfurd to be Credited for 914 days work out of the 
working due to Thomas James so that he is yet Indebted (ex- 
clusive last deficiency) the Sum of One Pound, Seven Shills. & 
4¢ procla. 


‘Thomas James being Indebted at former and at last working 


fourteen days ballances what was due to him agreable to above 
entry. 


List of Sundry Defaulters at last working — 


Lewis DeRosset four days work Hugh McBride four days work 
John Lyon five days work Ann Wright four days work 
Francis Davies Sixty eight days Cornelius Harnett four days work 


work David Lindsay Sixteen days work 
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Rutherfurd & Co, thirty two days James Gregory®®§ four days work 
work Ebenezar Bunting twelve days work 

James Campbell twenty days work David Jones four days work 

Alexander Blyth four days work David David four days work 


Galeb) Grainger {yi ass. ora Alexander McKeithen twenty days 
Ralph Bugnion eight days work work 

Thomas Newton eight days work Isaac Green four days work 

John Campbell four days work John DuBois twenty days work 
James Duff four days work Magnus Cowann four days work 
Evan McKay four days work William Mitchell four days work 


[Cornelius Harnett] ® 
[Lewis DeRosset] 
John Lyon 


Jan’. 18*, 1752 
The Freeholders mett to Chuse Commissioners for the En- 
suing Year and Agreed that Mr. Joshua Toomer” & Mr. Paul 
Townsend should take the Poll, when on closing it there Ap- 
peared a Majority of Votes for Caleb Grainger, John Merrick, 
James Campbell, Sen'., Joshua Toomer and Moses John DeRosset 
who thereupon were declared duely elected, and are hereby 
returned as such. 
Paul Townsend 
Joshua Toomer 


68 James Gregory, merchant of Sussex in Great Britain, first appears in 
Wilmington records in 1754 when he purchased land on Eagles Island. He 
married the daughter of Dr. Samuel Green, and in 1759 he was authorized 
to build a mill at his plantation on Nessis Creek. There is evidence that he 
may have been involved in legal difficulty with the crown in 1765, and he 
had left Wilmington by 1771. New Hanover Deed Books, D, 97, 314, 351, 
380, 519; New Hanover Will Books, C, 117; Walker, New Hanover Court 
Minutes, I, 36, 60. 

69 Signatures of Cornelius Harnett and Lewis DeRosset have been cut 
from the page. A penciled note in the margin states: “Signatures of 
Cornelius Harnett and Lewis DeRosset—Oct. 18, 1895.” 

70 Joshua Toomer, a tanner from St. Andrews Parish, S.C., had moved 
to New Hanover County by 1747. Prior to his death in 1763, he operated 
a tavern in Wilmington and served as notary public, postmaster, coroner, 
town commissioner, and alderman for Wilmington. Fraternally, he was a 
member of the Free Masons. Town commissioner Henry Toomer was one of 
his sons. New Hanover Deed Books, C, 192; D, 150; E, 119; Saunders, 
Colonial Records, VI, 38, 212; Clark, State Records, XXII, 269, 384-385; 
Charleston County, S.C., Mesme Conveyence Records, Book II, 233; V,, 310. 
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Entries for January 1, 1752, include a notation signed by Cornelius 
Harnett, J. P—presumably, Justice of the Peace. Photographs of documents 
were provided by the editors. 


Jan’. 1 1752 Mr. Joshua Toomer, James Campbell, & Moses 
Jn°. DeRosset Qualified before me according to Law. 


Corn’. Harnett J.P. 


A Majority of the Inhabitants having agreed to a Tax of One 
Shilling & Six pence to be Levied on the Male Taxables for 
paying Mrs. Clay for sweeping & taking care of the Court House 
& the remainder toward purchasing a water engine. 


Ja. Campbell 
Joshua Toomer 
Moses Jn°. DeRosset 


Jan’, 234 1752 
At a Meeting of the Commiss". 
Present — 


James Campbell Jos*. Toomer 
Moses Jn°. DeRosset 
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At which time Cap®. John DuBois and Lewis DeRosset were 
chose In the room of Mr. Caleb Grainger & John Merrick who 
refused to Qualify as Comm*™.: It was ordered that they’ve 
Notice thereof, by tomorrow, Eleven oClock in the forenoon, at 
which time there will be a meeting of the Comm". 

Ja. Campbell 

Joshua Toomer 

Moses Jn°. DeRosset 


Feb’. 14%, 1752 
At a Meeting of the Commiss". 
Present—James Campbell 
Jos*?. Toomer, Moses Jn’. DeRosset 


At which time William Faris & John Lyons Esq". were chose 
in the room of Mr. John DuBois & Lewis DeRosset who refuse 
Acting as Comiss™. having been chose the 23°. of Last month. 
Agreed that an Advertisement be fixed at the Court House to 
give the Inhabitants Notice to pay the Town Tax of 1/64 proc. 
a head on all the male Taxables to Moses Jn°®. DeRosset on or 
before the Second Day of March next or Warr*t. of Distress will 
be Issued out against the Defaulters. 

Ja. Campbell 

Joshua Toomer 

Moses Jn’. DeRosset 


March 3%, 1752 
William Faris Esq’. Qualified as a Commissioner for the Town 
of Wilmington by taking the Oath by Law Appointed, before 
me — 


Lewis DeRosset 
John Lyon Esq'. Qualified as a Commissioner for the Town of 
Wilmington by taking the Oath by Law appointed 
before me — 
William Faris 
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March 3%, 1752 
At a Meeting of the Commiss". 
Present — 

William Faris 

Jam’. Campbell 

John Lyon Esq. 

Joshua Toomer 

Moses Jn°. DeRosset 


Agreed that Notice Should be given to the Inhabitants De- 
faulters on the Streets the 18. Dec". Last, to pay in their 
Several Deficiencys on or before the 16%. Day of this Instant to 
Moses Jn". DeRosset or Warr‘. of Distress”! will be Issued out 
without further notice. 

Ja. Campbell 

Joshua Toomer 

Moses Jn°. DeRosset 


Mar. 17% 1752 Wilmington 
At a Meeting of the Commiss. 
Present — William Faris, John Lyons, Esq™., James Campbell, 
Joshua Toomer & Moses Jn°. DeRosset. 


John Lyons one of the Comiss"™. being a defaulter on the Streets 
&c at Last working five days, is indebted to the Public in the 
Sum of thirteen shill’. and 44 proc. 


James Campbell an other of the Comiss™. being a defaulter in 
Like manner twenty days, is Indebted to the public in the Sum 
of Two pounds thirteen Shills. & 44 proc. 


Mrs. Bugnion™ being Deficient on the Streets &c at the Last 
working is Indebted to the public in the Sum of Two pounds 
thirteen shill#*. proc. She being out of town at the time of Sum- 


71 A Warrant of Distress was an order for the seizure and detention 
of the goods or property of another as security or to obtain satisfaction of 
a claim by the sale of the goods seized. 

72 Elizabeth, widow of Ralph Bugnion and daughter of Henry Neale, 
married Hugh Purdie and moved to Bladen County before 1756. After 
Purdie’s death, she married Colonel James Richardson of Bladen County. 
New Hanover Deed Books, D, 208, 410; N.C. Wills, XXII, 27; Brunswick 
Deed Books, A, 6. 
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moning & working, is allowed to work at the time of hiring 
hands. 


Whereas Several Chimneys have taken fire Lately, to the great 
hazard of the Inhabitants of said Town, resolved to Levy a fine 
of twenty Shills. proc. on the Inhabitant of Every Such house 
without admitting of any Excuse whatever, one half to the 
Informer & the other half for the use of the Town. 


Resolved that any Person making use of the Publick Ladders, 
unless in cases of fire or for the conveniency of Sweeping of 
chimneys, & in this last case not without consent of the majority 
of the Commissioners, that Such Person so offending shall for- 
feit the Sum of ten Shillings proc. for the use afs*. 

William Faris 

John Lyon 

Ja. Campbell 

Joshua Toomer 

Moses Jn°. DeRosset 


April 14% 1752 
At a Meeting of the Comiss™., William Faris, John Lyons, Esq”. 
James Campbell, Joshua Toomer & Moses Jn°. DeRosset. 


At last meeting the following Persons paid their Defficiency as 
Defaulters on ye streets to the amot. of Six pounds five Shill®*. 
& two proclamation Viz. 


THe DUBOIS a helstcc oof ce pers eee — 6— 6 

Cornt, Harnett... 224s eo ee 22519 = 8 

Jno MDaviswd unre Ni) BRS eS Saar —10— 8 
6 

Carried Forward ........-.- £ 19 — 10 
Joseph Glass... 024.4536 ba sere — 8 

David hindsay.) 202 >. 8, Saas: 225 8 

£2—10— 8 

19 — 10 

Carré) forward 22. 0. SUE genes. £ 3—10— 6 

‘Alexr MeKeithen) 9°". 982 eee: 2-9 G=2 8 
George Watts). 2.7 ee ..0lhU— 68 

2—14— 8 

3—10— 6 
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Warr'*. were Issued at Last meeting ag*t. the following persons 
for their Defficiency not working on the Streets &c Streets re- 
turnable y® 27 of Last month. Viz. 


rra.a Davies i... Jif 9— 1—4 Isaac Green ......... —10—8 
gn. Rutherfurd |, . 2... 5— 2— Magn". Cowan.) 8" —10—8 
sam’: Gregory =. 4)... —10—8 Will”. Mitchell ....... —10—8 
Alex® Blyth Ores...” —10—8 Hugh McBride ....... —10—8 
Jn°. Campbell ........ Oe Os Galvin ae LRN: — 2— 
Jame DU OT, a —10—8 Pat. MecViccar ....... — 8— 
PeVAaNw MCHA |. uk we. LOO) a Nee te Beer — §8— 
Eben’. Bunting ...... 5 a ee alias NOT xcs eee — §— 
Dawid Jones. «4... «<«).,. = 10/8: se PONTE ONES Fs ts Ul es — 4—6 
David David 4. 45. .:... —10—8 3 —138—2 
Carr’. Forward ...... £19 — 10 — £19 — 10 — 
(Ti ey, 


The Constable made a return of the Warr‘. and paid to Moses 
Jn°. DeRosset the money he had Levyed by virtue thereof 
amounting to twenty pounds four shill’. & Six pence, he Also 
returned that he could not find any goods or chattells of Alex’. 
Blyth, James Duff, Jn°. King, Sam. Neil, David Jones, and 
Will™. Mitchell. 


James Campbell one of the Comiss™. has workt 814 days in 
part of his former Deficiency, so that he is Still Indebted the 
Sum of One pound & Ten Shill#* & Eight pence. 


John Lyon another of the Commiss"s. has workt 314 days in part 
of his former Defficiency, so that he is Still Indebted the sum 
of four shille*., and ten shillings & Eight pence he has assum’d 
for Mrs. Wright, which is in full for her defficiency. 


Moses DeRosset made a return of People by him hired to work 
on the Streets (Persuant to an Order at Last meeting omitted 
Hntrine)) eek Oe ie Viz. 
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rss Davisw 4... oe aati 6iadayae. bpoeol we 8—18— 8 
Wilkes (Birnie, 2. 22.5 a ee i a SO ee —15—4 
Jie Campuellig 5. eur es it aii ee tie etl Seat ae —15—4 
Isaac «Green: ¢s eoen Cen te” APA, ARE SS OR EN —10—8 
Davids Lindsay. his Sec ee) Lee ee ee 2— 4— 
Foe AVAL Y (5.8057 2s ee ee 1 Spline inn iat De eS — 9—A4 
Eben Bunting: 22 5e te ee yite eV oie eo ies 1—11—4 
£15— 4—8 
Magnus Cowan: taa5s <0: MAYS) es. o> ates ae —10—8 
Mre4/Bugniony oasinc atom tee ae gg eg eg ee es 
David DAviGT ess os Be Tie Ai a ee oe —11—4 
Gorn®; Harnettic eas... s Lee eee ot es — 2—8 
Richard tiillien?.: (sph OP ee Se. Ser ae et —10— 
Alext. McKeithen ......... eG aE gee TT 4 TEN 2— 6— 
Pat MeVicéariits wet. PRT bao ted tar — 8— 
£4— 8—8 


Cornelius Harnett has workt one hand three days, to be allow’d 
out of the next working. 


Joshua Toomer has workt Six days to be allow’d out of the next 
working. 


Mrs. Bugnion has workt her hands to the amount of two pounds 
nine shillings & four pence, and She is Still Indebted in the 
Sum of three Shillings & eight pence. 


Moses DeRosset has in his hands the Sum of Six pounds 16/4°, 
being part of the money paid by the Defaulters as may more 
fully appear by the account before Enter’d. 


Whereas we are Informed that Sundry Dogs have been & are 
now infected with madness within the Bounds of this Town to 
the great hazard of the inhabitants. It is therefore order’d that 
every Owner of Dog or Dogs within said Town Shall imediately 
Order such to be chain’d or confin’d in a proper inclosure until 
the 5, May next to prevent any bad consequence that may en- 
sue by s*. infection under the penalty of forty Shillings procl 
money besides the penalty Occurring from the Court of Assize, 
& we hereby give full Liberty to any Person or Persons whatso- 
ever to kill & destroy any Dog or Dogs going [at] large within 
34 Town after the 15%. Instant till May afs4. Given under our 


hands at Wilmington this 14. April 1752. 
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Issued Warrants to the Constables for Sumoning all the male 
taxables to work on the Streets from Monday the 27. Instt. 
until the 3°. of May Inclusive. 


Whereas we have Issued warr*t*. to the Constables to Sumons 
the male taxables of this town to work on the Markett warf on 
the 27. Inst. It is ordered that any person concerned in the 
Lumber, pitch, Tar, or turpentine now lying or [to] be Landed 
at s‘, Landing Shall have it Cleared away by the 25. Inst. & 
that no Persons for the future Shall be allow’d to have Naval 
Stores or Lumber remain at s*. warf above forty Eight hours 
under the penalty of twenty Shillings proclamation money for 
Every twenty four hours. 


It is order’d that one Doz*. of good Substantial wheele Barrows 
be purchased (for the use of the town) out of the money now in 
the hands of Moses Jn’. DeRosset & the Defaulters of the Streets 
w“ will appear by the foregoing Entries. 

William Farris 

Joshua Toomer 

Moses Jn’. DeRosset 


Nov'. 7 1752 
At a Meeting of Commiss". 
Present—William Faris, John Lyon Esq’. Joshua Toomer & 
Moses John DeRosset — 


James Campbell one of the Commissioners has purchased two 
wheelbarrows for the use of the Town which is in full for his 
Defficiency. Moses John DeRosset has purchased Eleven Wheel 
barrows for the use of the Town which amo. to Seventeen 
Shillings over & above what money he had in hands which he is 
to receive out of the next Defficiencys. 


John Lyon one of the Commissioners appears to be a Defaulter 
at Last working in April Last, twenty Five Days, w. is three 
pounds, Six Shillings & Eight pence, So that he has Indebted 
to the Public in that Sum. as also the Sum of fourteen Shillings 
& Eight pence proc. more, as per Entry the 14. of April last, 
the whole being four pounds one Shilling & four pence proc. 
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Joshua Toomer one of the Comissioners appears to be Indebted 
to the public for Defficiencys at Last working in April Last, 
Eight Shillings procl. 


Moses DeRosset another of the Commissioners has received of 
Sundry Persons for Defficiencys in April Last to the Amo. of 
fourteen pounds proc. which he has Since Laid out in hireing 
hands etc. for the use of said Town as appears by his accot, 


Warrants were Issued to the constables to Summons all the male 
Taxables of said town to be and appear at the court house on 
tuesday the 15%. of this Instant with proper tools for working 
on the Streets for five Day Successively, to appear at 6 o’Clock 
in the forenoon. 


Mrs. Bugnion has workt her hands to the amot. of three Shillings 
& 84. w, is in full for her former Deficiencys. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners 
Dec’. 30%. 1752 


Present—William Faris & John Lyons Esq". Joshua Toomer & 
Moses John DeRosset 


The following persons appear to be Defaulters at Last work- 


ing on the Streets in Nov’. Last, Viz. 
Mamie Chestetill. . 279i eae Srdaysoen) sa..y = —13—4 
Alext. McKeithen .......... aS Re eee eR nay Oy —- — 
TIVO OE EICK a ti nok ook Sea Got Ae il oe ds ae — 16 — 
Wraee Davies ss ek ASSf a ae ee. ts 6 — 10 — 
Simon Armstrong ......... 15 Te OPE LN Se -2— ) => 
Maents Cowany axed yn aot OE te) Se ere —13—4 
Ailexe WEGKON hee. a ao ig pa Get) bale a Ee ta eta als —13—4 
Alex” McAlister 2.505.548. pene Rete ears heey —13—4 
David Lindsay. ie he oo 8 £5 ARSE ete Sees et 2—_ — 
RobértsBurleighosiveess : 46 54 bail eee nee. Gyges  : —13—4 
Jams, Gregory fic he cutince oy OR” ae eee —10—8 
Pat Me Vicear. Joc. an co oe a by apeatnne! ite i ae —13—4 
Jne DUaBois’ 2-2 oes GLaday sin hr = artnet — 16— 
John Rutherfurd:..2ici. 9 S5t dl yest dint ole 4—13—4 
Rich¢, sEaston, / aacie cbse CEU TRE. | eee CEE Tae Os, —13—A4 
JAM’. WISCINAM co ace al ENON heh OOP ay GN —13—4 


Verrenee Kellye:, Sexe 7202. Bete say et Mae ah? —13—4 
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Hugh Purdie’S ............ yA eo 16 0a se i a Ae 38— 6—8 
Iver <McKay, 7 Piaf i o3. ee eS, Se ee —13—4 
Pred" Greece ec 2 1 ois See ee oe ter 1— 6—8 
Tho'. Newtone<s ett. oe: LOPE) a eer, 1— 6—8 
Tho®, Gallawayr..). .24 oss. TRS AE EONS ON Bhd —13—4 
PT Wate Gee ek a's cud LOS od Aes al cudkae tbe 1— 6—8 
John Stevenson’4 ____ SSA od 5 eR ee Ae Pa —13—4 


John Lyons one of the Commissioners is a Defaulter at Last 
Working twenty Days w%. is two pounds thirteen Shillings & 
144, proc. & also four pounds 144. before w%. makes in all Six 
pounds fourteen Shillings & eight pence. 


Joshua Toomer an other of the Commiss™. is Difficient at Last 
working four Days w®. make ten shillings & 84. as also Hight 
Shillings before the whole being Eighteen shillings & 8. 


January the 1st. 1753 
The Freeholders met to Choose Commissioners for the Ensueing 
Year & agreed that Mr. William Robinson” should take the 
Pole when on Closeing it there appeared a Majority of Votes for 
John Lyon Esq’. Moses John DeRosset, Joshua Tumor, John 
Maulsby and Sam!. Green who thereupon were declared duly 
Elected & are hereby Returned as Such. 

Will™ Robinson 


73 Hugh Purdie appeared in New Hanover County by 1752 and during 
the following year he served as a town commissioner. He married Mrs. 
Elizabeth Neale Bugnion, widow of Ralph Bugnion, and moved to 
Bladen County prior to 1756. In 1764 he was made justice of the peace for 
Bladen County and by 1774 he was deceased. Brunswick Deed Books, B, 
6; New Hanover Deed Books, D, 208; Walker, New Hanover Court 
Minutes, I, 34; Saunders, Colonial Records, V1, 1070. 

74 John Stevenson was an ordinary keeper at Blake’s Ferry. Apparently 
he also operated the ferry, as the court in 1761 ordered that he be replaced 
by “some other ferryman to give proper attendance.” Walker, New 
Hanover Court Minutes, I, 35, 46. 

75 William Robinson (Robeson) served as overseer of roads in the Welsh 
Tract District and as a justice of the peace. In 1765 he was involved in 
legal difficulty with the crown but the case was not prosecuted. He was 
licensed to practice law in 1772 and in 1777 he was authorized to receive 
a tavern license. Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 65, 82, 84; II, 
Lit, 
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January 1%. 1753 

Mr. Joshua Tumor, Mr. Moses John DeRosset & Mr. Sam’. 
Green Qualified before me According to Law. 

Corn’. Harnett, J.P. 
a Majority of the Inhabitants having agreed to a Tax of One 
Shilling Proclamation Money to be Levied on the Male Taxables 
for paying a person for Sweeping & taking Care of the Court 
House, & the Remainder towards purchasing a Water Engine. 

Sam!, Green 

Joshua Toomer 

Moses Jn°. DeRosset 


At a meeting of the Commissioners March 29%, 17538— 
Present Samuel Green, Joshua Toomer & Moses Jn°. DeRosset 


Warrants were Issued against the Defaulters (at Last working) 
returnable the 20 of April Next, as also an Advertismt was 
fixt at the Court House to give the Inhabitants Notice that If 
they did not pay the towne tax of one shill&. proc. per male 
Taxables on or before the 8 day of April next that then war- 
rant would be Issued out against the Dilinquents. 


At a meeting of the Commissioners July 21st 17538— 


Present, Samuel Green, Joshua Toomer & Moses John DeRosset, 
At which time Hugh Purdie & William Veale were chose Com- 
missioners, in the room of John Lyons Esq’. & John Maultsby 
who Refused to Act. 


Mr. Hugh Purdie & Mr. William Veal Qualified this day before 
me According to Law, July 21, 1753. 
Corn’. Harnett 


The Constable having neglected to Execute the Warrant Issued 
against the Defaulters at last meeting, thought proper to give 
the said Defaulters Liberty to work out the Said Defficiency’s, 
on Monday the 30‘. Inst. for which purpose there was Notice 
fixt up at the Court House, Sign’d by a majority of the Com- 
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missioners; Warrant of Distress was Issued against the De- 


faulters, of the Town Tax, Returnable the 15 August next, to 
Moses John DeRosset. (Direct? to Mr. James Arlow, Constable) 


At a meeting of the Commissioners Augt, 7 1753 


Present: Samuel Green, Joshua Toomer, Hugh Purdie, William 
Veale, & Moses Jn’. DeRosset. 


Those failing to fulfill their obligation to work on the public streets 
(or to provide workers) were listed as defaulters. Shown here is the list 
posted on August 7, 1753. Also noted is the fact that “Benjamin Berriman 
constable ran away with this money—” 


All the Defaulters in November Last Made up their Defficiency 
Except the following persons who still are Defficient in the 
Sumes opposite to each of their names, Viz. 


John Merrick |. —16— Hugh Purdie . 2—10—8 

Simon Armstn®s oie 5-4 9 Tho*) Newton ‘f)) .-12-— 

David Lindsay |. —16— John Lyons 4__ 94 {Benjamin Berriman 
John Rutherfurd | 4—13—4 7—12—. Constable ran away 
Terrence Kelly —13—4 714-8 with this money. 
Fred*. Gregg .. —10—8 £15— 6—8 


7—14—8 
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Warrant of Distress was Issued against said Defaulters, (Ex- 
cept Mr. Purdie who remains still Indebt to the Publick in the 
Sume before Entered) the warrt. was made returnable the 25%. 
Inst. 


At a meeting of the Commissioners Dec’. 8 1753 
Present Samuel Green, Joshua Toomer, & Moses J ohn DeRosset. 


At which time a Warr. was Issued to James Arlow (Constable) 
to Summons all the male taxables in Wilmington to be and 
appear under the Court House, on Thursday the 18 Inst. at 6 
o’Clock in the morning with proper tools to work on the Streets 
three Successive Days. 


Doct. Green Exhibited an Acct ag*t the Town Amounting to 
two pounds Eighteen Shillings & 84 proc., which was allowed 
& order’d to be paid out of the Last Defficiencys. 


Mr. John Lyon had also an Acct. ag* the Town for Sixteen 
Shillings proc. which was allow’d, & to be paid out of the last 
Defficiencys. 


[Page cut]” 


January 1** 1754 


The Freeholders met to chose Commissioners for the ensueing 

Year & agreed that Mr. William Robinson should take the Pole 

whereon closing it there appeared a Majority of Votes for 

Cornelius Harnet Esq., John DuBois, Esqr. John Lyon Esar. 

Mr. John Merrick & Mr. Moses Jo” DeRosset who thereupon 

were declared duly Elected and are hereby returned as Such. 
William Robinson 


76 The remainder of this page has been cut out with no explanation as to 
content. 
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Jan’. the 1st 1754 
John DuBois Esq’. John Lyon Esq’. & Mr. Moses John DeRosset 
Qualified before me according to Law. 

Corn’. Harnett J.P. 


Jan’. the 1st 1754 
Cornelius Harnett Esq’. Qualified before me according to Law. 
John Lyon 
a Majority of the Inhabitants having agreed to a Tax of one 
Shillf Proclamation money to be Levied on the Male Taxables for 
paying a person for Sweeping & taking care of the Market House 
& the remainder towards purchasing a Water Engine. 
Cornelius Harnett 
John Lyon 


[Mr. John Merrick Qualified before me according to law, April 
the 6, 1754. 
Corn! Harnett]™ 


At a meeting of the Commissioners the 6 day of April 1754. 
Present—John DuBois 
Cornelius Harnett 
John Merrick 
Moses Jn° DeRossett 


At which time a Warrant was Issued to Nathaniel Barns Con- 
stable to levy on the Goods and Chattles of Several Defaulters 
therein mention; for the Tax Laid the 1*t day of January Last. 
Returnable the 20. Instant. 


The following Persons appeared to us to be defaulters on the 
Streets the Last Working by return made us by the Commis- 
sioners of the Year 1753. Viz. 


77 A portion of this page has been cut out and the following note written: 
“Mr. John Merrick Qualified before me according to law, April the 6, 
1754. 


Corn! Harnett 
Copy of what was extracted on this leaf above. 
W. A. Wright.” 
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Days Days 
John DuBoiswis Diactod:. onde 12 Alex’ McKeithen ............ 16 
Tne Manlteby ase. Bageac, 14 Marmaduke Jones78 ......... 3 
Hiiet Purdie oat ake is 2 5 Pavia Lindsay ¢o. sea aes 3 
James Arlow t43. Seo ree a % Robert Moore: .....< fnew. hoe 6 
Tne RUPMELIULG | eo eas: ij Pavid avid... oye bead 1 
Tnditar AVI es eae oes» oe a 2 Ebenezt. Bunting: .. 2) 34: cee 6 
William McKenzie .......... 6 Thos & Wm. Routledge ...... 6 
James ‘Gampbell fir. fe. Seo" 8 Authony «Warde eo". rn 3 
Magnus Cowan .......5.4..+. 3 (ANNO W EISOU 6.) ae ea ene 2 
John Walker, Taylor§! ...... 21% David Brown®2 ...........--- 9 


78 Marmaduke Jones, attorney, was described by Governor William Tryon 
in 1767 as “a gentleman of the first credit and capacity in his profession 
in this country. ... Mr. Jones has been resident in this province many 
years; is about 43 years of age, was educated in England and is cousin to 
Sir Marmaduke Wyvell.” Governor Arthur Dobbs had earlier referred to 
Jones as the nephew of the late “Sir Marmaduke Wywil.” Jones was 
appointed assistant judge of the general court in 1760, attorney general 
of North Carolina in 1767, and member of the governor’s council in 
1768. He traveled to England in 1772 and upon his return to North 
Carolina in 1774 he resumed the practice of law. William Hooper, writing 
in 1784, commented of Jones: “T have seen Marmaduke Jones: He is the 
greatest coxcomb alive.” Jones died in 1787. Griffith J. McRee (ed. ), Life 
and Correspondence of James Iredell (New York: D. Appleton and Com- 
pany, 2 volumes, 1857), II, 82, hereinafter cited as McRee, Life of James 
Iredell; Saunders, Colonial Records, VI, 280; VII, 425, 730; VIII, 601; IX, 
360, 695, 1222; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 35; Il, 23; 49,-88, 
91; III, 21. 

79 Judith Davis was the widow of Francis Davis or Davies. She was 
sister of Henry Simmonds of Bladen County. N.C. Wills, VIII, 4; XXVIII, 
47; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 35; II, 28, 49, 88, 91; III, 21. 

80 Anthony Ward, merchant, was a Wilmington town commissioner and 
a lieutenant colonel of the New Hanover County militia. He married 
Jane Dunbibin, daughter of Daniel Dunbibin. Ward was reported seriously 
ill in March of 1779; he had died by October of the same year. New 
Hanover Deed Books, E, 395; New Hanover County Wills, V, 65; Saunders, 
Colonial Records, X, 531; Clark, State Records, XIV, 35; Walker, New 
Hanover Court Minutes, II, 51. 

81 John Walker, tailor, was one of four unrelated John Walkers in 
Wilmington at this time (see footnote 53). His will, probated January 1756, 
names three heirs: his wife, Jean; daughter, Ann; and friend, John 
Walker, carpenter. New Hanover County Wills, V, 60. 

82 David Brown was a Wilmington tailor and constable. In September of 
1764 he was removed as constable due to poor health, and by September of 
1765 he was dead. His will makes reference to a son, Joshua Moses 
Montgomery Brown, who at the time was below the age of 21 years, and 
an “undutiful” wife, Ann Brown. The will also provided that the son was 
to be educated and was to remain with Dr. Moses John DeRosset. New 
Hanover Deed Books, E, 3, 206; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, 
I, 42, 57, 63. 
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William Wilkins®8§ .......... 4 Alox®, MéK ay: «< sislieo itn 2 
J Onn GVOtis ss ear, ole: 17 JAMES STONE) ..) .<) pelheess. eas 1 
Alext McCallaster ........... 6 wames Gregory. «oo sec foe ek 6 
Préat: Gregg tase eee, Lee 2 worn, Wedel eee es See 3 
Ano Newtons rele, Paes he, 6 FGVGR RICK B yb. 0A tots sgn 3 
MODErt DUPlEY ste ey 3 ISHACI DIACK tot ay eve hr, one, a 3 
Cornelius Harnett ........... 9 George Watts ............... 3 
Joseph Mott). (4... 3,408! 1 


It appears also by return of the former Commissioners that 
the Town is indebted to John Rutherfurd Esq’. for 314 feet of 
Boards @ 60/ per m 

and that the Town is Indebted to Thomas Newton for scant- 
ling ammounting to 18/8 Proc. 

Ordered that Warrant do Issue against the Defaulters above 
mentioned returnable the 20 Instant. 

At which time a Warrant did accordingly Issue. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners on Monday the 29 of 
April 1754. 
Present 
John DuBois 
Cornelius Harnett 
Moses Jn’. DeRossett 


William Barns Constable this day made a Return of the 
Warrant for Collecting the tax of one Shilling Proclamation 
Laid on all the Male Taxables of this Town and paid into the 
hands of John DuBois Esq. the sum of Two pounds Sixteen 
Shillings Proc. money which together with the sum of Two 
pounds Sixteen Shillings Like money which S*. Jn°. DuBois had 
Collected, ammounts to five pounds twelve Shills. Proclamation 
money being all the money yet Collected for s*. Tax and now in 
the hands of s*. Jn’. DuBois Esq'. 


The Sundry Persons undermentioned appear not yet to have 
p*. st. Tax Viz. 


83 William Wilkins, goldsmith and silversmith of Charleston, S.C., came 
to Wilmington sometime after 1750. By 1759 he was operating an ordinary, 
and he served as coroner for New Hanover County. He does not ap- 
pear in the records after 1761. New Hanover Deed Books, C, 347-349; D, 


8; Saunders, Colonial Records, VI, 211; Walker, New Hanover Court 
Minutes, I, 38, 48. 
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Alex’. McKeithen..._—_—._-—sO& 4— Thomas Galloway Oa} — 2— 
Thomas Newton .. — 8— James Long . i — 1— 
£0 — 10—0 


Jn°. Lyon one of the Commissioners appears to have in his 
hand, the sum of Eight Shillings proc!. money due from him on 
account of the said Tax. 


The said Constable William Barns paid into the hands of 
Jn°. DuBois Esq’. one of the Commissioners, the sum of twelve 
pounds Eighteen shillings & Eight pence Proc!. money collected 
from the Defaulters on the Streets. 


The several Persons hereafter mentioned appear Still to be 
defaulters on the Street, Viz*. 


John DuBois _... Caen 2 DEG 

DD, POT aia hk LT 

Cornelius Harnett ...... 9 

In MaUuItSDY.4. yk. Sarl 

Bred: Grege ota, ee is! ya 

Alext McKeithan ...... 16 Excused his family being moved out 
of Town before the working 

James Long ._.... Ne EF 

George! Wattsar frees 3 Dead 

Davide Davids “shi: Saves 1 Excused being in the Prison bounds 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners on friday the 31st of May 
1754 
Present—John DuBois 

Jn° Lyon Moses Jn° DeRosset 

Jn° Merrick Cornelius Harnett 


Frederick Gregg made Application to the Commissioners to 
Settle the ground of a house belonging to James Murray Esq. 
part of which being upon F“*. Greggs Land, Viz. 3 feet 4 In‘. at 
the E. end & 3 feet 10 In’. at the W. end. 

Ordered that the said James Murray do pay to the s? Fr. 
Gregg the Yearly ground rent of Seven Shillings and Six pence 
Proclamation money. 

Ordered that all persons who have any of the Wheel Barrows 
belonging to the Town in their possession, do return them at the 
Court house to one of the Commissioners on or before the 10% 
day of next Month under the Penalty of Ten Shillings Proclama- 
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tion money for every person in whose Custody any or either of 
the said Wheel Barrows are found. 

Ordered that all the Male Taxables be summoned to work on 
the Streets from Monday the 17" day of next M’. to Thursday 
the 20 Inclusive and that Warrants Issue to the Constable 
accordingly. 

Corn’. Harnett 
Jn°. DuBois 
John Lyon 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners on Wednesday the 18% day 
of September 1754. 
Present John DuBois 
John Lyon 
Moses Jn° DeRosset 
Cornelius Harnett 


The Several persons hereafter mentioned appear’d to be De- 
faulters on the Streets the Last Working .... Viz. 


Days 
PGI OLEUTO cles ees 20 PATI COON ATEN sa oh trend etal ees cats 4 
Marmaduke Jones ............ 1 Alex bleCallasteryis . the. le 4 
PRERV ACES DY, we bo iach gies ieee: 24 PTE VTA SG a We uh Cree a 3 
dames WOampuells, 632444 | weg 51 James Gregory ..... ee ht eames 
Mllige «MaATSACN, os... ce capes 10 STV EREVCGEH EAU ens eget oe ee 4 
CMO ae Ae eth ahs pae a3 20 Lexie MI Oba Vie ce 5 hohe ee 12 
Ton arrick ts anes vues as 8 oNugW alker, Pavilion tol. 8 
REED OS bre ke oe Os me TAR OS LG VCR Ye ets a aaa 4 
Marnuues Cowan 3: 2) eer 8 POSEDIM DLOUEE. fot rae bts lel os 4 
COTW AELATMOL Ge ys oe eae we £2 Walter Simpson. . . 2.4.2) oa 4 
LNOSEMINGWTUOIES Ay to: er ee ee 0 TEACH WCOKS "oe aod ye 4 
[Excused being sick] 
David wi ANdSAy. tice he ar 4 M airice wNeVin dw 46 08 abs 3k 4 
PCG G TOS Rares bales hel aks 6 Malcolm. Sith “co... ees 4 
Davids BLOW eae 12 VPI King a ee Se aera 8 
Judith’ Davis ere ey river, . 6 TS WaT i. ol iene, Dire ee 4 
Wi McKenzie iret far oe 10 Sree Galemneetey, We! RRO SSI & 
David *Davyid. (eee ue ee 3 hot: Meven’*: ew ih Lee A 4 
Eben?’ punting ee... 4 JORUNEROGSE. Nomen nets ee ae 4 
Barth Burn ee ee ee 4 Peterromith =. v.. e  e 2 
RichS-Plaver tea tte aa ae Ly OES ULL AY eee. Wee eas 4 


84 Thomas Beven operated an ordinary in Wilmington during the late 
1750s and early 1760s. Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 32, 38, 48. 
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Tho*| Cunninghamy tachi) 3 Artht-Mabson8) s. 2. wacters 4 


W™ & Thos Routledge ...... 8 Ae D0 en ae eee 8 
Joseph, Garey Vg os. 3 Josh® ‘Toomer (0.5 «haan a os 4 
Johannes Bentley .......... 1 


Ordered that Publick Notice be given at the Court House to the 
above Defaulters to appear on or before the 28 of this Instant 
to Shew cause why Warrant of Distress may not Issue against 
them agreeable to Law. 

Corn’ Harnett 

Jn° DuBois 

Moses Jn° DeRosset 

John Lyon 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners on Tuesday the first day of 
October 1754. 
Present 

John DuBois 

Moses Jn°. DeRosset 

John Lyon 
The following persons having paid their deficiencys into the 
hands of John DuBois— 


Wm. McKenzie ...._. 1— 6—8 James Campbell ..._..... —13—4 
Alice Marsden ......... 1— 6—8 David Lindsay ......... —10—8 
David David vse yee — §— Fred®:: Grego foe vs oe —16— 
Johans Bentley .... .. — 2-8 Tho. Cunningham ...... — 8— 
David Brown ..... ... 1—12— Alex. McCallister ...... —10—8 
Zach Weeks ....... a —10—8 AYIPOW TIGHe) © ry, see — 8— 
Malcolm Smith ... .. —10—8 OM IGGG a e204 eee, eee —10—8 
Maurice Neven ........ —10—8 Blex. MACKAY. a ars ae 1—12— 
James Gregory ........ 1— 1—4 Walter Simpson ........ — 5—4 
Jonn DuBois). s60 94s 1 1—18—8 William Wilkins ........ 1— 1—4 
John Rutherfurd ....... 2—13—4 Pho: PBeviny Gaye hoe es —10—8 
John Walker ...... ... l— 1—4 Hugh Murray...........: —10—8 
MarmaDuke Jones ...... — 2-8 Joshua Toomer ........ —10—8 
J. DuBois last ys dy .... 1—12— Gf BE ese 
14—17—4 


85 Wilmington town commissioner and alderman Arthur Mabson was a 
son of the Carteret County merchant and General Assembly member of 
the same name. The younger Mabson, a prominent businessman and planter, 
was first married to Hannah Marsden, daughter of Rufus Marsden; his 
second wife was Mary Cornell, daughter of the Loyalist New Bern mer- 
chant, Samuel Cornell. At the time of his death in 1777, Mabson was living 
on his 1,000-acre plantation on Nesses Creek near Wilmington. This 
property later became known as Oakley Plantation. Saunders, Colonial 
Records, IV, 115, 1041; IX, 1099; X, 621; Clark, State Records, XV, 192; 
XXIII, 461; New Hanover Will Books, C, 258; N.C. Wills, XIX, 28, XX, 
16; New Hanover Deed Books, E, 7. 
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At which time Warrants of Distress were Issued out for the 
Remaining Defaulters— 


pd John Rutherfurd ........ DUOAYS NOR. Aesth aR Unie) MC, 0— 0—0 
John Maultsby, Jur... DARTS DR ahs eee am An Va ee 3— 1— 
Magnus Cowan .......... hos aru TNE Te eae de a tea © ai 1— 1—4 
EDM Banting s..... ohne Ad AWM ear Ne re ee elt 09m — 8—0 
BAC UCN Moo ee ee | AT BANE 2) ie SHAT ES ORIEN ata a= 10) =) § 
Rene rela vere Oeics. ee Dg Wen sri meal Adda a — 4— 
JOSEDOLGARY rohan hles 3 Ada ESE hac t et aOR eR ALL at — 8— 

pd James Gregory .......... SW AB ee airs ave ne as 5a! OF a 0 
Dan MacViccar .......... VCORE even oto: pr oecael teat Pc MU eae 
FOsephs Ott. ei er ns tee BE ES Mel etalon ail on VD ea: SE LOea = 8 

Pa Ma Neven ii. MORYS oer oh eee Ee ae Via OF 0 
Anthony: Wardid se. «00. DG TN hae toy ear Hen i SL m8 
JonneGairnes. hoe wo et Ards Man ae rae Say cages — 10— 8 
DONNER GOREN fea AN AML cy ihe Bie AM Lek tS — 10—8 
Petenromitni loo e: ULV EMO WR Wee ete: 4 Tenge eR Tenet — 5—4 
DAMES. DAs eee eee, o Siow APE ceo ett RENE gla 1— 1—4 
Arey Wabson iis. vi al Ys A SCAG Wy) = anaes © fie Wakil Cn aa — 10— 8 
Were, Cnos Routledge? 7) 68s dow Lo ea ay 1— 1—4 


The following Persons still appear to be defaulters 


SON MHL VOM etic Oba ie tents Lp tegak te in 37 days 
Corn ey Elarnete ee Ge Ph etek ee 21 do 
go tor Moe Cowan: hie Phe 4 
Onn Merrick 9. 6%) ak bale oa ae! 8 
Ered ‘Grege iy. eae oh) Meee 1 

DT UILUR LOA VES he en ee 6 


Order’d that the money in John DuBois hands be apply’d 
towards an occasional working on Monday the 7* Inst. 

Jn° DuBois 

John Lyon 

Moses Jn° DeRosset 


At a meeting of the Commissioners on Saturday the 5 day of 
October 1754, 
Present Jn° DuBois 
Moses Jn° DeRosset 
Corn*® Harnett 


A Return being made of the Warrant Issued against the De- 
faulters on the Streets the first Instant, there Appears to be 
paid into the hands of Mr. Jn°®. DuBois the sum of Twenty nine 
pounds fourteen Shillings and eight pence Proc!. money to be 
applied as is before directed. 
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Cornelius Harnett’s home in Wilmington was situated just north of the 
town. Known first as Maynard, it came to be known as Hilton in later 
years. The entries in the town book reflect Harnett’s concern with civic 
affairs; his name appears frequently on the lists of commissioners. Illustra- 
tion taken from Benson J. Lossing, The Pictorial Field Book of the Ameri- 


can Revolution ... (New York: Harper and Brothers, 2 volumes, 1851- 
1852), II, 376. 


The following Persons appear still to be Defaulters .. . Viz. 


son Lvon Er ene tals ghee. 37 Moses Jn° DeRosset 


2 
Corns Harnett 5 Dan! MeVicar.... : .205R .28 4 
Jn° Merrick ..... AMY 8 AMUOSC WaArO Vi ts sas foes 4 
BRred.uGregorr ve nee on 1 tie GAIPHSN oe ei! oe es 4 

6 4 
8 


Judith Davis. Geeta ees Artht Mabson .............. 
W & Thos. Routledge ....... 


The Constable attached the goods & Chattles of Eben™ Bunting 
& James Duff for their Deficiencies— 

Corn*® Harnett 

Jn° DuBois 

Moses Jn° DeRosset 
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At a meeting of the Commissioners on the 18 October 1754— 


Present — 


Ordered that Warrant do Issue to the Constable to summon 
all the Male Taxables to work on the Streets three days to 
commence the 24 Instant. 

John DuBois produced an account of the Application of the 
money rec’. for Deficiencys and there appears still to be in his 
hands the sum of Six Shillings Proclamation money which 


account is allowed. 


The following Persons worked out a part of their Deficiencies 


TEA AVA, 
days 
Moses). Jn°?y DeRosset 05). vaca. hesdes 2 
KCORTT Mr ATect race ic a Want ce G bee ile kt 25 
PAMeSOMOUIT has. the aT: Le ween en ted eee 4 
SUAIEN. Wa VIS hh ae ae ae Send lb, 1 


October 30% 


At a General Working Commencing 24 Instant the Persons 
hereafter named appear to be Defaulters, Viz. 


John Rutherfurd 
James Campbell .... 
Jn° Lyons, whole 
Deficiency 
Cornelius Harnett |. 
(Includs for Mrs. 
Wright Borton) 
wonn ROW! <2... 
William McKenzie _. 
David David 
Rich?, Player 
Alext. McKay ....__. 

. Robert Burleigh 

. Wm. Thompson 

. Jn° Maultsby __. 

. Joshua Toomer . 
JNOwsDUPEISS 444-2, 
Johannes Bentley __. 

eyd. Joseph Bevin 

Judith Davis 
Includs Jn° 
Bloodworth & 
old Deficiency 

Jn°. Merrick 
Old Deficiency 

Jn° Gairns .. 
Old Defy 


Days 
5 David Brown ........ 
6 
Malcolm Smith ..... 
46 JONNBHCdEG ye eas he, 
61% Hugh) Murray). 
Walter Simpson .... 
Zachariah Weeks ... 
ye James Gregory ..... 
18 games, Dutt. 3... 0..: 
2 Barthol: Barn ..... 
4 Ever McKay ....... 
Za Alext McCallister ... 


3 (sick) Joseph Mott 
% Peter Smith 


1% Thos. Routledge .... 
% 
% Anthony Ward ..... 
2 whole Deficiency 
3 Robt Hartley, 2......: 
14 Jams’. Wiseman 
ANTIOOW PIGNGl |)... 
for Cuffie 
Dan! McVicar D° ... 
8 Arthur Mabson D° . 
7 


5te 


17 Includé Old 
Deficiency—pd. 
gee 
M. J. DeRosset 
3 
3 
3 pd 


4 Excused 
7 Excused 
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The above is a List of all the Deficiencies due on the Streets to 
this Day. 

Ordered that Publick Notice be given at the Court house to 
the said Defaulters to appear on or before the 9 of this Instant 
to Shew cause why Warrants of Distress may not Issue against 
them agreeable to Law. 

Magnus Cowen pd. into the hands of Jn°. DuBois the Sum of 
Eight Shillings pro!. money for his Deficiencies the last Working. 
The whole sum in s*. DuBois’s hands being now fourteen Shills 
Pro!. money. 

Jn°. DuBois 
Corns Harnett 
Moses Jn° DeRosset 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners on the 18. day of Novem 
ber— | 
Present—Jn°. DuBois 
Corn’. Harnett 
Moses Jn°. DeRosset 
John Lyon 

Odered that such persons who have incumbered the Market 
Wharf or that part of Market Street betwixt the Court house 
& the River with Naval Stores Lumber or any other thing 
Whatsoever, do remove the same on or before Friday the 15% 
Instant at Seven of the Clock in the Morning under the Penalty 
of Forty Shillings Proclamation money. 

Robert Burley John Maultsby James Gregory Thomas Rout- 
ledge and Ann Wright paid into the hands of John DuBois their 
several Deficiencies ammounting to Three pounds two Shillings 
& Eight pence as also Hight pence for William Thompson’s 
Deficiency Proc. money. 

Ordered that Warrant of Distress do Issue against the De- 
faulters the last Working returnable the 19 Instant 

Corn* Harnett 
Jn° DuBois 
Moses Jno DeRosset 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners the 21*t day of November 
1754. 
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Present John DuBois 
Cornel* Harnett 
Moses Jn° DeRosset 


Whereas Several Chimneys in the Town have lately taken fire 
for the want of being kept clean, to the great hazard of the 
Inhabitants. 

Ordered that from and after the 23¢ of this Instant every 
person Inhabiting a house in s* Town shall cause their Chimneys 
to be Swept clean from top to bottom Once every fourteen 
days, and upon failure thereof, any person whose Chimney shall 
take fire after the day above mentioned, shall forfeit and pay 
the sum of Twenty Shillings Proclamation money. 

Corn: Harnett 
Jn° DuBois 
Moses Jn° DeRosset 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners on Tuesday the 34 day of 
December 1754. Present. 
John DuBois 
Jn° Lyon 
Corn* Harnett 
A Return being made by the Constable of the Warrant Issued 
ag*. the Defaulters on the Streets the 18th ulto. there appears to 
be now in the hands of John DuBois the sum of Eight pounds 
& Eight pence Pro!. money. 
The following Persons appear still to be defaulters on the 
Streets. Viz. 


days 
DESIGNS LEVON ik oa Ae: 46 pd John Gairns ../..4........ 7 
Corneabarnett <2. a's 6% DO COs sLUih terns. a, Lean. eae 3 
Sn Merrick yh et ks 8 ROD Taree y sae. 4 whee a): 3 
pd Mos Jn° DeRosset ...... 12% pay Satu Wiseman.) wi yo cae 3 
JOSSIM GEC era ee 3 


The Constable also p* into the hands of John DuBois the sum 
of Six pounds Six Shils. Pro!. money so that the Whole sum in 
s*. DuBois’ hands now ammounts to fourteen pounds six Shil- 
lings & Eight pence pro!. money. 

Ordered that John DuBois do hire hands to work on the Dock 


74 N.C. OFFICE OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 


Particularly distinguished were the commissioners serving during 
1754 and 1755—Cornelius Harnett, John DuBois, John Lyon, and Moses 
John DeRosset. 
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and other parts of the Town most in need, as far as the money 
in his hands will go. 

Ordered that any person, who Shall hereafter have Occasion 
for one of the Town Ladders to Sweep their Chimneys, shall 
first acquaint one of the Commissioners therewith, and shall 
return the same to the Court House, in three hours after giving 
such Notice to said Commissioner under the Penalty of five 
shillings Proclamation money for every such offence. And that 
no person shall presume to take any or either of the s* Town 
Ladders for any other use whatsoever under the penalty afore- 
said. 

Corn* Harnett 

Jn° DuBois 

John Lyon 

Moses Jn° DeRosset 


Tuesday January the 7" 1755 
The Freeholders met at the Court House to choose Commissioners 
for the Ensuing year, and agree that M'. Isaac Faris & James 
Arlow shou’d take the poll, when on Closing it there appeared a 
majority of Votes for Frederick Gregg Esq’. Arthur Mabson 
John Maultsby Daniel Dunbibin & John Walker who thereupon 
were declared Duly Elected and are hereby returned as such. 

Issac Faries, Cl. 


January the 8 1755 
Frederick Gregg Esq. Arthur Mabson John Maultsby Daniel 
Dunbibin & John Walker Qualified before John DuBois, Accord- 
ing to Law. 

Jn° DuBois 


January the 239 1755 
At a Meeting of the Commissioners 
Present 
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Frederick Gregg 

Arthur Mabson 

John Maultsby, Jun . 

Daniel Dunbibin 

John Walker 

The Freeholders were Summon’d according to Law to lay a 

Tax when it was unanimously agreed to a Tax of One Shilling 
& Six pence proc. on all the Male Taxables for paying a Person 
for Sweeping and Taking care of the Court House and a Clerk 
to keep the Town Book. The overplus to be Apply’d towards 
purchasing Leather Bucketts & Ladders. 

John Lyon paid Five Pounds twelve Shillings and Eight pence, 
and was allowed ten shillings more for Lumber he furnish’d 
towards Repairing the Dock, which make the whole for his 
forty Six days Difficiencies. 

Moses DeRosset paid One pound thirteen Shillings in full 
for Twelve & half days Difficiency due for David Brown & 
Anthony Ward. 

It is agreed that M'. Arthur Mabson be Treasurer for the 
Ensuing year and take into his hands the above Cash & all 
Other Towns Money. 

Order’d that an Advertisement be set up, Requireing the 
Several Defaulters on the Streets to pay their Difficiencies on or 
before the 34 day of February next, otherwise Warrants will be 
Issued against them Immediately. 

Agreed that Mr’. Isaac Faris Officiate as Clerk and that he be 
paid Three pounds yearly & take care of the Town Book. 

Fred*®. Gregg 

Arthur Mabson 
Dan!. Dunbibin 

Jn°. Walker 

John Maultsby, Jun’. 


January 28% 1755 
At a Meeting of the Commissioners—Present 
Frederick Gregg 
Arthur Mabson 
John Maultsby 
Daniel Dunbibin 
John Walker 
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It was Unanimously agreed to lay a Tax on all Houses pur- 
suant to a Law passed the 19 Febr’. 1754, to purchase a Water 
Engine or Engines, Bucketts, &. When the Commissioners pro- 
ceeded to Value Every House in the Said Town, and laid a Tax 
on the Owners according to the following Valuation after the 
rate of One per Ct. and order’d that an Advertisement be Im- 
mediately Set up requiring the Several persons therein Taxed 
to pay the same to M’. Arthur Mabson within two months from 
this date— 


John Maultsby’s Houses valued... £150... Taxed . £1—10— Paid 
bpemes Nunng oes eke | ee) | ea Do —10— Paid 
Joseph Motte yn oe 62540 2 Ee OR. Mee DO — 3— Paid 
Gabriel) Wayne f. . 4... . eh It eS Wel 5 5 = sae a Do — 5— Paid 
Magnus Cowan...... ...'0.0 De. DOSY a iis Do —10— Paid 
Frederick Gtege 20). 4k De eco bfe D9 /2— 5— Paid 
JohnmaieKenzie ......... 201. Der 260 ores .2—17— Paid 
Davigwiindsay. 2... uot Dt 00 De 1i—,0— Paid 
Hugh spiurray. 0). So al Deer SE oe De — 1— 

Jonny Rutheriird) £. oe De We 22o ne. VED 2— 5— Paid 
SOMDreVLOTYISR 0 cs. << eee De) cone. wee De 2—10— Paid 
Doct? Sam!. Green Peed Ua Oso ME DI 2—15— pd. all 
Arthur Mabson._....... me)? gene REDO SS 5— 2—6 pd. 
ANAREW TION oh. oe. oe Oe eee ut Dek. J 4 Dee pad 
William Faris . site 4 Aa Det OR eins See De | 1—10— Paid 
Alice Marsden ............... Deeks —1 0a 3— 7—6 pd. 
games AYIOW ,......4..-.5. Be ee ek ee Ee , 1—10— pd. 
George Moore .............. ra COU we ee Doe 2— 0— Paid 
POUNE DUBOIS ha Wwilesat Yh DAB ROR il tel Os 3—15— Paid 
WitliamsVeale ole alls DeAGeh COA erie? Le —12— Paid 
Thomas Finney.........._.. De re Died a ot yom 1—15— 
Thomas Cuningham ._s__... D*... 87—10 ... De — 7—6 Paid 
PORTICG OOK WR: verti ha LP wid Ob) yi ae Lo De —10— pd. 
JON DM AUKELSh fod olan ahen dks Dien TB Ole De —15— Paid 
Annabella McVicar ...._... DGG, « 20M RLY 5 De - — 4— Paid . 
JOnnCSmiths 20g ee MAb ue of erga 5 Bake oS ee Pye meee — 5— Paid 
JONI G ay OMe es Taete ee 1B ye | 1 ie ea Do _, 2— O— Paid 
AN COW AN te) oe es ee ee en Do ....... —10— Paid 
Caleb Mason .............. ine IDO divi fh De ...... 1—10— __ pd, 
Joshua Grainger ........... DP a7 ye 0*.. De? — 0—6 pd. 
Charles Harrison8é i. i) Calg ser Appar ili ert 0 Bie tel Mei —15— Paid 


86 Charles Harrison owned land in New Hanover County in 1732 and 
in Newton as early as 1737. He was a planter who owned thirty-two 
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Do 


Rich?: sHellien’ a ae ae. D° 50 —10— pd. 
Jonn W alkery layin: pa. ey oe 5 Do — 1— Paid 
Phe Ed eee a lk, De sep 25 ae 1— 5— Paid 
Beng? Wheatley. 0 oi. ven wns De 75 Doe —15— Paid 
UIE NACA Cibo. ok, 1B ag? De —15— Paid 
Alext. McKeithein ......... Ds LOO De 1— 0— 
DAVIGED AVI shoe ieee D° 50 De —10— Paid 
THOMAS IAMCS aed. wee. ee De 200 Doe 1— 0O— Paid 
TOSI aT. POOTNEY aut hence: D° Pass tated Bae — 5— pd. 
MarvauOrring lola. we ole) Dees 8 7—10n D0 — 7—6 pd. 
Lewis DG ROSSOL patie ui. Md Due Ose De 1—10— pd. 
ANREP aver ® bytes, UL Ut ay D°... 37—10... D» — 7—6 pd. 
ROsemlone eee en jue Wes is aes Do — 1— Paid 
JONMeCamMpvelly oles D°... 50— De —10— 
Davide brows. uke eee (IPR 8 UH stele Do 1— 0— Paid 
WiisDry seme. ae ee | cer owe 154 9) De 1—10— Paid 
Doctr Armand DeRosset ....D°... 25. . De — 5— Paid 
Thoe®@Newtonirc sere ern en DPt e265 De — 5— Paid 
Margaret White ........... D* . 21004 _ De 1— 0— Paid 
Daniel Dunbibin ........... Dee wL00 De 1— 0— Paid 
Jonn Sampsone: sel, Le Deis - 50> De 1—10— Paid 
Corn’. Harnett PDO 225 1 De 2— 5— Paid 
Moses DeRosset ....... Dias (ke D» 1—10— _ Paid 
A lextieBivthe Yah to. «wash De Dee ake De — 1— pd. 
James Campbell __. D° _. 187—10 .-. De 1—17—6 Paid 
AnnoWialker rcs ooo. i. DY 25 De — 5—:+ Paid 
James*Murray eu... A, D°’ 15 Los. — 3— Paid 


slaves in 1742, a commissioner of the highways, and a justice of the 
peace. By 1760 he was selling his New Hanover County holdings and by 
1762 he and his wife, Hester, were residents of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
New Hanover Deed Books, D, 18; E, 49; Walker, New Hanover Court 
Minutes, I, 2, 5, 10, 39, 64; Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 348, 350, 617, 
683. 

87 William Dry is usually associated with the town of Brunswick rather 
than Wilmington. A native of South Carolina, he moved to the Cape Fear 
around 1735. He served as a justice of the peace after 1738, collector of 
Port Brunswick around 1753, Wilmington town alderman in 1760, member 
of the General Assembly from Brunswick in 1760 and 1761, and a member 
of the governor’s council from 1764 until 1775 when he was suspended 
because of his revolutionary tendencies. Dry had been active in repulsing 
the Spanish invasion of 1748, and he contracted to build Fort Johnston 
near the mouth of the Cape Fear River (1759). In 1764 he was “im- 
powered” to build the road across Eagles Island from Wilmington. This 
project was continued by Dry’s son-in-law, Benjamin Smith, after Dry 
died in 1781. Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 334, 346; VI, 470, 621, 662, 
1077; X, 100-102; Clark, State Records, XXIII, 505-506, 657; Schaw, 
Journal of a Lady of Quality, 314-315. 
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Dan!. Dunbibin 
Arthur Mabson 

Jn°. Walker 

Fred*. Gregg 

John Maultsby, Jun’. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners the 17 April 1755 Present— 
Frederick Gregg 
Arthur Mabson 
John Maultsby 
Daniel Dunbibin 
John Walker 


Ordered that all owners of a House or Houses Lately Taxed to 
purchase a Water Engine &c Agreeable to Law, Do Pay the same 
to Mr. Arthur Mabson before the Twenty fourth day of this 
Instant, as Also the Town Tax agreed to by the Inhabitants 
of One Shilling & Six pence by the time before Limitted, Other- 
wise Warrants of Distress will be Issued Immediately. 


[These minutes were presumably copied out of order. ] 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wil- 
mington the 13t* Nov‘. 1754, Present Corn: Harnett, John 
DuBois, Moses Jn° DeRosset. It was Order’d that such Persons 
that Incumber’d the Markett Wharf, or that part of Markett 
Street betwixt the Court House & the River with Naval Stores 
Lumber or any other thing whatsoever if not removed in two 
Days, shou’d be fined Forty Shillings Proclamation money. 

And Whereas the Present Commissioners do find it Necessary 
that the said order be strictly observed, Do Hereby Order that 
all Naval Stores & other Incumbrances on the said Wharf & 
Street be removed in Six days from this Date, & that all Naval 
Stores & other things hereafter Landed there, shall be taken off 
within Forty Eight hours after Landing under the penalty of 
Forty Shillings for Every such Neglect. 

Ordered that any Person who shall hereafter have occasion 
for any of the Town Ladders to Sweep their Chimneys, by 
Applying to one of the Commissioners may have the Same, re- 
turning it & hanging it up again within twelve hours after- 
wards, and that no Person presume, to take any of them 
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(Except in Case of Fire) without such leave under the penalty 
of Twenty Shillings for Every Such offence. 

Fred*®. Gregg 

Dan!. Dunbibin 

Arthur Mabson 

John Maultsby, Jun’. 

Jn°. Walker 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wilmington 
The 24 May 1755 

Present Frederick Gregg, John Maultsby, John Walker, 
Arthur Mabson. 

It was Ordered that all Owners of Houses Lately Taxed to 
Purchase a Watter Engine &c Was to pay the Said Sumes Into 
the Hands of M'. Arthur Mabson before the 24 of last Month 
and as it appears Several persons have failed In So doing & 
Likewise In paying of the Town Tax So that Warrants of 
Distress was Issued. 

Fred*. Gregg 

John Maultsby Junt 
Arthur Mabson 

Jn° Walker 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners the 17% May 1755— 
Present Frederick Gregg John Maultsby John Walker— 
Ordered that John Maultsby the present Treasurer In the Room 
of Arthur Mabson, Pay to Capt. Benj". Herron®*® Sixty pounds 


88 Captain Benjamin Heron had served in the British navy before settling 
in North Carolina. His first wife was Mary Howe, sister of the Revolution- 
ary War general, Robert Howe, and daughter of Job Howe; his second 
wife was Alice Marsden, daughter of Rufus and Alice Marsden. By 1761 
Heron had been appointed clerk of the pleas of the province of North 
Carolina. He subsequently received crown appointments to the N.C. posi- 
tions of deputy surveyor and auditor of His Majesty’s revenue (1761), 
clerk of the crown (1762), naval officer (1762), and member of the 
governor’s council (1763). Heron probably is best remembered for building 
one of the first drawbridges in America, across the Northeast River 
above Wilmington. In 1769 he returned to England to recover his health 
and died there the following year. Saunders, Colonial Records, V1, 523, 
732, 734, 1005; VII, 831-832; VIII, 38, 254; Clark, State Records, XXV, 
506-507; New Hanover Will Books, C, 1837; New Hanover Deed Books, 
D, 231; E, 298; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 38, 49; Cape 
Fear Mercury (Wilmington), December 8, 1769. 
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Proclamation money which appears to be collected By Said 
Arthur Mabson & John Maultsby & to allow the said Capt. 
Heron at the Rate 20 p". Ct. advance for the Sterling money. 
& It is further Ordered that the said John Maultsby Do take 
three Receipts from said Capt. Heron of same tenor & Date for 
said money In the manner as follows— 


Wilmington C: Fear North Carolina 
rec’ May the 21st 1755 of John Maultsby Sixty pounds Procla- 
mation money which Is equal to Thirty Seven pounds ten 
shillings Sterling money after Receiving at the Rate of twenty 
p’. Ct. advance for Said Sterling Money which sum I promise to 
Lay Out In the Best manner for Purchasing one Watter Ingine 
and Do promise to Deliver said Ingine to the said John Maultsby 
on His order at Wilmington the Dangers of the Seas Excepted 
(Having Signed three Receipts of same tenor and Date). 

Sir we have sent by Cornelius Harnett Esq to You Sixty 
pounds proclamation money which after paying you at the Rate 
of 20p"™. Ct. advance is Equal to Thirty Seven pounds ten 
Shillings Sterling money which you’!] please to lay out in the best 
manner for one Water Inguine for the use of the town of Wil- 
mington the quality of which Sir we Intirely leave to your Self & 
for your best information as well as your best Care & Speediest 
method in Bringing or Sending of it out. We wish you a pros- 
porous Voyage and are your most obdt. Humble Servts. 

To Capt. Benj". Heron 
Fred*. Gregg 
Jn° Walker 
John Maultsby J' 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners On the 11? August 1755 
Present 
Frederick Gregg 
John Maultsby 
Daniel Dunbibin 
Arthur Mabson 


Order’d that a Warrant do Immediately Issue to the Constable 
to summon all the Male Taxables to Work on the Streets three 
days to Commence the 14th Instant. 
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Fred*. Gregg 
John Maultsby J 
Arthur Mabson 


At a meeting of The Commissioners on the 11 of Dec". 1755 
Present 
Fred* Gregg 
John Maultsby 
Arthur Mabson 
John Walker 


Ordered that an advertisement Should be put up In the 
Court House That The Defaulters should work In Their De- 
ficiances on The Streets Commencing Monday the 15% Inst: 
otherwise warrants of Distress should Be Issued out against 
Them. 

Fred* Gregg 

John Maultsby 

Arthur Mabson 

Jn° Walker 


At a Meeting of The Comissioners Dec". ye 20th—Present 
Fred*. Gregg John Maultsby Arthur Mabson John Walker 


The Persons Hereafter Named appeared to be Defaulters on 
Working on the Streets, Viz. 


days days 
John Walker, Taylor “3 Wm. MacHenry 27 
David Brown 6 Antony Ward he 
Isaac Green .. Bi b Rich’. Hartley 3 
Antony Dubose®®? . 3 Richard Parker 3 
James Rue ... ies Finley Smith ash. tec 
Walter Simpson . 2 Robert Wales? 3 


89 Anthony DuBose operated a tavern or ordinary from 1761 until his 
death in 1772. In 1768 he was exempt from duties and taxes because of 
age, infirmities, and poverty. Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 46, 
54) 63°70, 853 216410: 

90 Robert Wells (Wails, Wales) petitioned for a grant of land in Craven 
County in 1740. After moving to Wilmington, he was employed as a ship- 
wright and lived on Front Street south of Ann. In 1761 he was appointed 
town constable. By 1775 he was residing in Bladen County, but he returned 
to Wilmington prior to 1784. Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 443; X, 112; 
Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 45; II, 83; North Carolina 
Gazette (Wilmington), February 12, 1766; New Hanover Deed Books, 
POPE Lorene 
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Robert Moore vas PD CS as LAN 6 hig so mee ee auiamt mile Be nt* Dud 3 
Rich’. Player _ 3% Benj’ Morrison |. 1% 
W™, Thomson . eee Caleb Masson ged 
W™. Barnes 3 John Morris 6 
Jas. Mott 6 ‘THOR DEVEOsE hick a aie kee 3 
David (Davia Bur lew tee eel 3 IN ALEISA Wyeth ee cena oe 1 
Cornelius Harnett 5 12 John Duboise . 6% 
WW CIN ele ue is OO 26 Robert Burleigh | Be 
VE W aL KWise emer ete dere ec 3 Jolie OtHertOrd hei elds Oe 5% 
RPOUTOMAV OVI alae rely haus (ener 16 ATU DIA ViSe meats) etches 6 
John Brown 3 


Warrants of Distress Isued against The above Defaulters. Mr. 
Mabson has In His hands two pounds two Shillings & 8d De- 
ficiencies of the working on the Roads Exclusive of the above. 
Warrants issued out against the Defaulters on paying for Pur- 
chasing of A Watter Ingine & for The Town Tax. 

Fred*. Gregg 

Arthur Mabson 


Jn°. Walker 


John Maultsby, J. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners the 30th December 1755— 
Present Frederick Greg Arthur Mabson 
John Walker & John Maultsby. 


A List of Taxables for the Year 1755 


Alexander McKay . 
John Rutherfurd | 


Corns Harnett | 
Ann Cowen 


Marmaduke Jones _.. 


Joseph Mott 
Robert Burleigh 
David Brown 
Walter Simpson 


not pd. Hugh Murray 


Lewis DeRosset 
James Gregory 


Daniel Dunbibin 


Taxables Taxables Taxables 

me Zi “Frederick Grego). 4. (30) \Caleb: Mason tio8: .... 1 

10 Alexander McAllister .. 1 Magnus Cowen .... 3 

DA a. Ni aii wk oh 5 John Maultsby ....... 5 Thos Cuningham ... 2 
peels erat pol Pee ath a visi my er ee. SONI VON Vean ui ik OY, 
- 2. Zachariah Weeks ..... 1 Malcolm Smith 1 

Pete nA unt 2 eOavid David. |) 2. dy Joseph Gearyiar: . 01 
RIND hosters) Ze BON NRROG i. bi - aby lut Alice Mareden 2) t ui3 
geal eae Pe 3 John DuBois . 14 Anthony Debose a | 
Spat 5 see QuRICOUMELAVED 8 es th NOR O Cs MATIS, Jide) 61 2 
si | Ss eA OTCUSAMUEGTEON |e ends dead eh 0Set DOOMETU wo! 2 

eee en TREO He 1 Thos Newton ......... 1 James Campbell 4 
eit pentauelelanis E 3, a Obny Hede...w ode Gann Udy) bent. Morrison)... \1 
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Dr. Cosmos Farguharson9! 1 Anthony Ward , x Nae 1 Will™ Thompson ... 1 
Alex® (Blythe wie oie tee ed Will™ McKenzie ...... 5 William Willkings .. 2 
36 39 “81 
39 
31 
106 Taxables @ 1/64 per. is £7—19—0 
Hugh Murray not paid — 1—6 
£7—17—6 


This day the Constable made a return of the warrant against the Several 
Defaulters on the Streets & paid into the hands of the Treasurer Nine 


pounds T'wo Shillings, & Bight pence 2) tile: ate a 9—2—8 
Rect of Walter Simpson for two days difficiency . .. —5—4 
Lae De ae from Anthony Ward 2 days ...... sa ee —5—4 


The following persons are still Defaulters 


John Walker, Taylor cil WS WAR VSs SV OP Rt O¥e ea fU é _ £ — 8— 
Anthony Debose —.x¢7o6.! 3 EVaAve.: DON Neen as ale — §— 
James Reau ..... a ee Bi Gays 7S LO eerie eS — §— 
David Davide tts eo eee a. days. “Doe cesta — §8— 
John Lyon .... ES NS: LOV Gays: “Doe. iia eati ee oo cee 2— 2—8 
Rich@ “Parker: & WGbieaee Weoadays Des 0 cea toe oe BR 
John Brown levied on 3 days Do Goods in custody... . — 8— 

£4—10—8 


John DuBois, Cornelius Harnett, & David Brown, having pro- 
duced Certificates for as much work on the Point Road to Mount 
Misery®? as makes up their difficencies the same were allow’d & 
approv’d of. 

Frederick Greg produced an Accot of Lumber made use 
of for the Bridges to the amount of one pound Seventeen 
Shillings & four pence which was allow’d .......... £1—17—4 
Thomas Finney likewise produced an accot of Lumber for the 
same purpose to the amount of Seventeen Shillings which was 
alloweditwuletieais. +. £—17—0 


91 Dr. Farguharson’s will, proved in August court 1756, specified that he 
should be buried without a coffin, prayer, or ceremony and that the entire 
funeral should not cost more than 40 shillings. New Hanover County 
Wills, II, 62. 

92 Negro Head Point is the point of land at the confluence of the Cape 
Fear and the Northeast Cape Fear rivers, across the river and slightly 
above colonial Wilmington. A ferry operated from Wilmington to the Point 
and a road ran from there to Mount Misery a short distance up the Cape 
Fear. Another ferry at that location provided transportation to the south- 
west bank of the river and the road to Fayetteville. 
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This military map showing the strategic deployment of Cornwallis’s 
troops during the Revolution has clearly marked the “Point Road to Mount 
Misery” and the ferries which operated in the area around Wilmington 


and Brunswick. Photograph from the files of the Office of Archives and 
History. 


Rec*. of James Arlow ten Shillings by his own Information that 
his Chimney was on fire. 
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Order’d that a warrant do Issue against Benj™. Morrison & 
James Gregory for their Chimneys taking fire. 


Commiss**. for the Year 1755 D" 
To Cash rec’. from John Lyon 5—12—18 
for Difficiencies last year 

To D° from Moses DeRosset } 


for D° 1—-13—4 
To D° from Corns Harnett } 
for D° eva fy PAZ 


To Cash Rec? for Difficiencies .. 11—10—8 
To Cash Rec? for the Town Tax 7—17—6 
To Cash Recd for Tax 
on Houses \ 
to purchase a Water Engine 65— 2—6 
To Cash rec4d from James Arlow 
for fine of his chimney 


takimeohre es. —10— 

To cash from Anthy Ward for 
2 days Deficiency ...... — 5—4 
£ 98— 9—4 


Per Contra 


By cash paid Benjamin 
Heron to purchase a 

Wa tereeun pine 2) y.. 5) ot 
By cash paid Margaret 
Clay for Sweeping 
Courthouse &¢c 


By D° to Isaac Faris, Clerk . 2—17—6 


By Fred* Greg for Lumber _. 


By Thos Finney for lumber _. 


By Ballce in the hands of 
John Maultsby & 


Arthur ;Mabson?) 2... 


Fred*. Gregg 
Arthur Mabson 
Dan!. Dunbibin 
Jn°. Walker 


Tuesday January the 5 1756 


The Freeholders met at the Courthouse to Choose Commis- 
sioners for the Ensuing Year, and agreed that Thomas James 
and James Arlow should take the Pole, when on Closing it 
there appeared a Majority of Votes for Frederick Gregg, John 
Lyon, Daniel Dunbibin, Arthur Mabson & Thomas Finney who 
thereupon were declared duly Elected and are hereby returned 


as Such— 


Thos James 
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January the 19 1756. Frederick Greg Arthur Mabson and 
Daniel Dunbibin Qualified before me According to Law. 
John Lyon 


January the 24 1756. The Inhabitants being Summoned to meet 
at the Courthouse, unanimously agreed to a Tax of one Shilling 
& six pence proclamation money to be Levied on all the Male 
Taxables, to pay a person for sweeping & taking care of the 
Markett House & the remainder to be apply’d to Insuring the 
Engine from England. 


Capt. Benj". Heron 
Sir— Wilmington the 11 Feb'’. 1756 
We must beg the Favour of you to write to your Brother 
for Insurance of the Town Engine, and that he will forward it 
by the first opportunity for this place. Whatever the Charge may 
be, you shall be reimbursed, with a reasonable advance, and the 
same acknowledged as a favour done the Public. We are 


Sir 
P.S. If any other opportunity Your Humble Serv’ 
besides the Heron must beg you’! Dan!. Dunbibin 
write to get the Insurance Fred*. Gregg 
done & the Engine sent out. Arthur Mabson 


Copy — 


March the 23" 1756, Thomas Finney Qualified before me ac- 
cording to Law. 
Fred*. Gregg 


At a meeting of The Commissioners Same day, present Frederick 
Gregg Daniel Dunbibin Arthur Mabson Thomas Finney who 
chose Cornelius Harnett Esq?. a Commissioner in the room of 
John Lyon Esq’. who refused to Act. 
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Fred*. Gregg 
Dan!. Dunbibin 
Thos. Finney 
Arthur Mabson 


March the 26 1756 Cornelius Harnett Qualified before me ac- 
cording to Law. 
Fred*. Gregg 
At a Meeting of the Commissioners the 26% March 1756— 
Present 
Fred*. Gregg 
Dan!. Dunbibin 
Arthur Mabson 
Thomas Finney 
Cornelius Harnett 


Order’d that no Sea Vessell for the future Lye at the Town 
Wharf under the Penalty of two Shillings & Eight pence for 
Every day. 

Order’d that if any person Shall incumber any of the Public 
Wharffs or Streets in this Town with Naval Stores or lumber of 
any kind, That if such Incumbrance is not removed in Twenty 
four hours after Landing the Owner or Owners thereof shall 
pay the Sum of Forty Shillings for every such offence. 

Order’d that no Person whatsoever shall presume to make any 
fire on any of the Wharfs in this Town after Sunset, whereby 
any of the Houses in this Town may be Endanger’d under the 
Penalty of Twenty Shillings for every such offense, & in order 
to Encourage every one to see this order Strictly comply’d with, 
any person Informing of such offense, shall be Entitled to one 
half of the fine. 

Order’d that the Inhabitants of Wilmington to pay the Town 
Tax of one Shilling & Six pence for the present year on or be- 
fore the sixth day of April next to Daniel Dunbibin Town 
Treasurer or on failure thereof, Warrants of Distress will be 
Issued. 

Oder’d that all the Towns money in the hands of the former 
Commissioners be paid to the present Commissioners on or 
before the fourth day of April next under the penalty of Fifty 
pounds proclamation money agreeable to Law. 
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It is desired that the Inhabitants of the Town will meet the 
Commissioners at the Market House on Wednesday the thirty 
first Instant, to Consult on such Matters as may be necessary for 
the good of the Town. Notice to be given by ringing the Town 
Bell. 

Fred*. Gregg 
Dan!. Dunbibin 
Corn’. Harnett 
Thos’. Finney 


Wilmington 

Whereas many Accidents have lately happen’d by Fire in the 
Night, Wherefore We the Commissioners for the Town do here- 
by Order and appoint, that the following persons be Summon’d 
to Watch this night in the said Town, to prevent further Dam- 
age, & secure what may be saved out of the ruins of the Late 
fire, under the direction of Mr. Thomas Finney Commissioner, 
to be at the Market House, at nine o’clock this Evening under 
the Penalty of forty Shillings each agreeable to Law. 
Friday the 7 May 1756 


Caleb Mason Nath!. Sawier 
William Maultsby Corn’. Harnett 
Joseph Mott Fred*. Gregg 
Thos’. Routledge Dan. Dunbibin 
Robt. Wiltbank Thos. Finney 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners the 15 Nov’. 1756— 


Present 
Fred*. Gregg Corn!. Harnett 
Dan!. Dunbibin Tho’. Finney 


Order’d That all the Inhabitants (that have not worked this 
present year on the Point Road) do meet at the Markett House 
with axes, Hoes, Spades &c To work from Monday next to 
Saturday night on the Public Streets & Wharfs of said Town. 

Fred*. Gregg 
Corn’. Harnett 
Thos. Finney 
Dan!. Dunbibin 
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At a Meeting of the Commissioners the 24. Jan’ 1756 [1757]. 
Present, Fred*. Gregg, Corn’. Harnett, Daniel Dunbibin. 


Upon Examination of the Returns made for working on the 
Streets & Point Road we find the following persons were De- 
faulters— 


p?. John Rutherfurd BUMLAY Si enn etna ae. £4— — 
pa. Ann Cowen ..... mle yD SO A nea a2 —10—8 
Thos. Newton LOL) pe rates oe pen pai aie: 1— 6—8 
Error John Eede 
pa, Anthony Ward . Fee beh Set ONS ne Seu alr —18—8 
Error Caleb Mason... Wasp hd Dich 8)! ee aR mee roe — 5—4 
p4. John Lyon . LG La suet eS oblate! soo 2— 2—8 
£10— 0—0 
Error Anthony Dubose wee OA Se Gee cae) eirs ore —16— 
Benj. Morrison | WML LO Eivoe Moa se tae eee 1— 6—8 
p?. Wm. Thompson les) Liam ees «Ue ol BO a —13—4 
pa. Geo, Wakely | 2 WD? was ia he soos eee A lel ind 54 
pd, RL ODUl ECCLLIU a eee eel, Caches Lan ee eae, pene eet —16— 
Error Maurice Nevin ... P'S DOR... Se Rs — 8— 
Errore! Wii a ea lure ea as, 6,D° Bib adits Med rea, —16— 
p?. Thos. Beven Pp tive. ye WS: pecs ss —16— 
p4. TA DEE AY MOLE Beier, ocd ce Orb) an ca eet eee ete —16— 
£ 6—13—4 
pa. John Constable De na. CaN Se el —16— 
p?. Wm. Barns ... Me ORLA TAR ee Yes eae — 44 
p". Thos. Routledge Wire PAO Ds ee ooo...) =©61- ~6—8 
p4. Jacob Miller _. ae anew 1 —16— 
Mar. Jones eh 240 he J... 1—-12— 
Dr Wilmington to Capt. Benj». Heron for a Fire Engine 
Sterling 
Tosavdarce, Fire Engine :Caseme @c ° v5). ae ea 57— 2— 
Freight from London to Portsmouth &............. ee ae 
De? te) South Garolns Waid seed, Ca) beens bor grees 2—15— 
Dsitroni Charles LOW. do hag} enh ut SER es oo... 1—15— 
Insurance on £61..18..—@ 20 Per. Ct. ....... . _. 12— 7—6 
20 per. Ct. advance on £76..—.. 6 Sterling ....... -.., 1b— 4-1 
£91— 4—7 
8314 Per Criexchanve 145 Je beetle er gle | -.. 80— 8—2 
Reduced. tote POCA GlOl lie ius tee ety | a £121—12—9 
21st May 1755—By cash paid you by John Maultsby Cr 
£60" Proce. be! he ie, ee Oe £60— — 
By cash from D. Dunbibin £37.. 3.. 4........ 387— 3—4 
Proc, 
By Balke ducsCap’ 7B, Heron oo ess oo pe’ 24— 9—5 
£121—12—9 


Whereas by Accot. Rec’. from Capt. Benj. Heron, we find 
that the Fire Engine purchased by him for the use of the 
Town hath greatly Exceeded the Sum raised for that purpose, 
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the ballance of which is Twenty four pounds Eleven [?] Shillings 
& five pence, which sum it will be necessary to raise by Tax or 
Subscription. 

Corns. Harnett 

Dan!. Dunbibin 

Fred*. Gregg 


N.B. Fred®. Gregg worked 15 days more than his time on the 
Point Road. Mr. Gregg allow’d for. 


Tuesday the 4% Jan’. 1757 
The Freeholders of the Town of Wilmington met at the Court 
House to Choose Commissioners for the Year Ensuing, when 
John Constable and Anthony Ward was agreed on to take the 
Pole, and on closing it the following persons appeared to be 
Chosen uanimously — Cornelius Harnett, Frederick Gregg, 
Daniel Dunbibin, Arthur Mabson and John Lyon & were de- 
clared duly Elected & return’d Commissioners for the present 
year. 


January the 5t* 1757 Frederick Gregg, Arthur Mabson and 
Daniel Dunbibin Qualified before me— 
Corn’. Harnett 


And at same time Corn’. Harnett Qualified before me, 
Frederick Gregg. 


At which time it was agreed that a Tax of One Shilling & Six 
pence be levied on all the Male Taxables in the Town. 

Corn’. Harnett 

Dan!. Dunbibin 

Arthur Mabson 


D". Daniel Dunbibin Treasurer for the Town 1756 & 1757 


92 


1756 


Cr. 


1756 
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To Cash rec4 of Sundry Persons for 27 ee 
for year 1756 

To Cash rec? of David Ross Constable out of ' 
98 Taxables, he still owing 36/64 

To Cash recd from Arthur Mabson Ballce of ' 
Accts in his hands 

To De kept in Accot with John Maultsby, t 
Ballcee in his hands 

To Cash rec4 from James Bryan®? for Defaulters 
the year 1756 f 
To Cash advanced for the Town towards paying 
for the Engine, & remains due to D. Dunbibin } 


1756 

By Mrs. Clay sallary for 1756 

By 250 20 wt nails for Engine Hose — 6—8 
By 1 large Stock Lock for Do —10— 
By Robt Burleigh for builds 3—17—4 
By 150 wt Beef to Capt Mortimer for 

his Ballast at the point. 

By Fred* Gregg paid him for lumber for 
the Engine House 

By John Maultsby paid him for his perriauger®4 
& 6 hands two days getting ballast on shore 
at the Point. 

By cash paid Benj®. Heron per Accot in 
part of ballance for the Engine 

By Do paid Mrs. Heron since 

By sundrys advanced to Mrs. Clay Towards 
her sallary for 1757 


Corn’ Harnett 

Dan! Dunbibin 
Arthur Mabson 
Fred* Gregg 


aay: 
5—10—4 
Beal 76 
thy oy 
ey 
1B a ee 
£54—10— 
Fh (eee 
(BES ee 
peer ee 
7 
92 Bod 
30—16—8 
6— 6—8 
(enibe—4 
54—10— 


Tuesday Jan’’ 34 1758 
The Freeholders of the Town of Wilmington met at the Court 


83 James Bryan was a Wilmington constable and ordinary keeper. 
Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 41, 42, 70, 86. 

94 A periauger or periagua was a form of boat normally constructed from 
a dug-out canoe. These vessels were made by widening a large canoe, 
the canoe being cut lengthwise and a plank inserted between the two halves. 
It is probable, however, that the reference here was to a pirogue often 
used to designate a large keelless flat-bottomed boat designed for shoal- 
water navigation. The stone ballast mentioned was from incoming ships, 
and it was salvaged and used in the construction of river landings and 
roads through swampy terrain. 
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House to Choose Commissioners for the year Ensueing when 
Arthur Mabson & James Moran was agreed on to take the 
Pole & on closeing it the following persons appeared to be chosen 
unanimously, 
Moses Jn° DeRosset Fred* Gregg Esq’. Tho* Newton Joshua 
Toomer & Thomas Cunigham. 

Arthur Mabson 

Ja. Moran 


Monday January the 16th 1758 Fred: Gregg Esq. Mr. Moses 

Jn° DeRosset Mr. Joshua Toomer Mr. Tho* Newton & Mr. 

Tho* Cunningham Qualified before me According to Law. 
Corn’. Harnett J.P. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wilmington 
January the 16% 1758 

Present 

Frederick Gregg, Esq’. 

Joshua Toomer 

Moses Jn°. DeRosset 

Thomas Newton 

Thomas Cunnigham 


At which time Moses Jn°. DeRosset was chose Town Treas" 
for this year. 

At which time also a Tax of Two Shillings a head on all the 
Male Taxables was laid towards dischargeing such Debts as is 


95 James Moran, a native of Ireland, was appointed deputy clerk for 
New Hanover County in 1761 and became sheriff in 1767. His life was 
threatened for accepting the sheriff’s office; Arthur Howe, John Rogers, and 
Obediah Holt, a former sheriff, were cited to superior court concerning 
the threat. In 1768 Moran was commended by the county court, which 
recorded: “The Court must here observe that Mr. Moran is the first 
sheriff that has ever Accounted with the County in so expeditious and 
regular a manner and that without distressing a Single Person.” Moran 
subsequently served as register for New Hanover County and justice 
of the peace. He developed Prospect Hall, a plantation on the sound, 
where he died in 1774. Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 49, 54, 
82, 83, 89, 91-92; II, 20, 30; New Hanover Will Books, C, 256; Saunders, 
Colonial Records, IX, 298. 
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due & that Public Notice be given thereof at the Court House 
that they pay the Same on or before the 27. Inst. to Moses 
Jn°. DeRosset (as also a Tax of 1/6 laid last year which was 
never collected) or else Warrt. of Distress will Issue agreeable 
to Law, as also to give notice to the Defaulters on the Streets 
&¢ to pay their Defficiencys at Same time to Moses Jn°. DeRosset 
or they may Expect to be Distressed on for the same. 

Mr. James Moran is appointed to be Clerk for this year for 
which he is to be paid £ 8 Proc’. for his trouble. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wilming- 
ton March the 17 1758. 
Present 
Joshua Toomer 
Moses Jn°. DeRosset 
Thos. Cunigham 
Ordered that if any Person or persons shall Incumber any 
of the Public Wharfs or Streets with Naval Stores lumber or 
anything whatsoever such person or persons shall be obliged to 
remove such Incumbrances within 24 hours under the Penalty of 
40/ Procl. money. 
Ordered also that if any Chimney shall get afire the owner 
or possessor shall be obliged to pay 40/ Proclamation money. 
Resolved that if any person or persons shall presume to take 
any of the Town ladders on any pretence whatsoever (except in 
case of fire) without liberty first had from one of the Commis- 
sioners and then to be returned within six Hours under the 
Penalty of 40/ Procl. money. 
Notice is hereby given that the above orders will be punctually 
put in Execution against the Offenders without distinction of 
Persons. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wil- 
mington on the 24. day of May Anno. Dom. 1758. 
Present 
Joshua Toomer 
Moses Jn° DeRosset 
Thomas Newton 
Thos. Cunigham 
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It was unanimously agreed to lay a Tax on all Houses pursuant 
to a law passed the 30 of September 1756 to purchasing Fire 
Hooks & paying arrearages due of the Town when the Com- 
missioners proceeded to value every House in the said Town and 
laid a Tax on the Owners according to the following valuation 
after the rate of one per Ct. and ordered that an advertisem 
be Imediately set up requiring the several persons therein Taxed 
to pay the same to Mr. Moses Jn°®. DeRosset on or before the 
20th day of July next. 


pd. Estate of Jn° Maultsby’s Houses valued £40 Taxed... . .£ — 8— 
pd, state of. Thomas, Nunns .... Do... rl Umi B Ye Sad Ad eee 
pd} Gabriel Wayne |... 7... .. J DOCW. EU 20 7 con ee Wait beoee PALS 
pds,hlasonstivodge: 4 wien. Ww Ch 5 eee UL Oe ee) ON . 1— 8— 
pd. Magnus Cowan ..__.. a UCR er WON EDD: pd eee .. —10— 
pd. Frederick Gregg . 75 Bee bee aed Ned by) a 5 ls > 
pd. John Mackenzie _—_—s_—sa. set ioaeae POO ene tenes . — 
pd. Estate of David Linsay i mLOOre cial. we lees 
pd. John Rutherfurd si. af 200 PEE oe eae eee ees 
pd. John Morris __. ee a Z50 © ao . 2—10— 

Samuel Green _. an ¢ 250 | ae . 2—10— 
pd. Arthur Mabson ; 59 400 et _4— — 
pd. Ann Wright __. ate “ 150 ile 1—10— 
pd. Alice Marsden... Lt. i 500 eer 5— — 
pd. Estate of James Arlow . <7 50 hel vs —10— 
pd. Georg Moore |. eas. arts 150 . neg .. 1—10— 
pd. Jn° D’Bois . . ? 450 pn. 41) — 
pd. William Veal | ‘ 60 am —12— 
pd. John Kennedy __. | ‘ 25 ti — 5— 
pd. John Nesfield __. ‘ P2008: eee ee ee 
pd. William Bartram96 Lhe sid Ee aan Apo osee i etl Pate . — 5— 

William Robinson _... Pb * 25 sa hn - — Fe 


°6 Colonel William Bartram, uncle of the famed naturalist of the same 
name, is usually associated with Bladen County. He was living on the 
Cape Fear by 1731 and was made a justice of the peace for Bladen County 
in 1740. Bartram represented Bladen in the General Assembly in 1740 
and from 1746 through 1768. During his first session he seconded and 
actively supported the bill for “erecting the Village called Newton in 
New Hanover County into a Town & Township by the name of Wilmington” 
(Saunders, Colonial Records, IV, 482). In 1756 he and James Kerr, both 
of Bladen County, purchased a lot in Wilmington on Front Street at 
Orange. Colonel Bartram died in 1770 and _ his widow, in 1772. Their 
heirs included Mary, the wife of Thomas Robeson, and Sarah, wife of 
Thomas Brown. In speaking of his uncle, the naturalist William Bartram 
wrote that: “His House was open, & his table free, to his neighbor, the 
oppressed & the stranger.” William Bartram, The Travels of William 
Bartram, edited by Francis Harper (New Haven: Yale University Press, 
1958), XVII, 420; New Hanover Deed Books, D, 251; F, 342; N.C. Wills, 
II, 46; Saunders, Colonial Records, III, 364; IV, 447, 498, 510, 819. 
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pd. Jeremia Keenan? .._.—s.swd«... se awl Jes DBS Aina pe hte Bead} — 5— 
pd, ho®. Cunignanl ct aioe eo. cok Fema hanes BOO eink te i ales 2—  — 
JON NV .GlRer oe, Ae ee ; 5) Gee tae ee OU! fo” Sheeran —12— 

pd. James Henderson ........... CON DUP ae ey —10— 
pd. Marmaduke Jones .......... fo BUS £50) a elk ae Os 
pd. Annabella-McVicar ......... cabbie: als Bil. ced hs ake Skee — i p— 
Pd ORM LOR minis tes ke ee we saa be PAs ESS Vili sc ewe 2— 5— 
DE VANWECOWRHE Lae ae ee eke 54 Cot ie ASS Wh aes Lee — 8— 
Da wealep eV asOns Wiese ee tre AE ad 160 Pe es Tie 
paMChariessHarrison towar 2) fh .. teas sees Ey 50 DO 'veteicunee —10— 
pds sames Campnell a.) fo} a se QUOT. «eke ee 2— — 
DUM aUehY Purdie ws Lele os cel Rs BUC II, LOO ee reat eee 1_—_ — 
pd Benje.. Wheatly |. f.c2752 505 aes Ake TOU go at ewe ee j— — 
Wiext MeECoy Ws) dean kes eco e CO eran Lately —12— 
Din JOURIMGATENS (44 oe es hae a 8 SO iE ca We Ate tee as — 6— 
pd. Alexr. McKeithen............ ABE: (PI OS ee eee —15— 
pdee LNOMaSs James ge oo a fae Oe bh see INERT YONA XY 1— 5— 
Mary Gallantiee ¢ o. hacer ees. re hn ae COs te. oe hatin Oh ae — 5— 
Lewis; DéKossete. .:- Wa. Te Ee pms 1577: Seat a Vee ee a 1— 5— 

pd. Estate of Ann Player ........ OS Ta OE uk esha cn Oe — 5— 
pds Roge }Rossok ns a eee et oa SERN Pots — 1— 
pd. John Campbells House... Valued- at 240 oo Ce ee. — 8— 
pd. David: Brown: 6 265 Age ois Dai eek LOO te eo aay 1—10— 
pd. Armand DeRosset........... 1s Byrne & eds IO ie othe — 1— 
homes, Newton : .heee es aces Yi. TBO erie ate wee 1—10— 
pd. ‘Margi White ™ ou ati cee LOGT 2. Fea ea ae oe 1—_ — 
pas eDaneDunbibine sae a fa GO 2 Meee. LOS. Cie ane d ee 1—_ — 
Dds 7tohn Sampsons ce eee ee Ww Age Gade LOG: neta ie: see: 1—_ — 
Das Corn Farnety 45 tik os cy. ce Mien ae ke) QO Oot va cept leek ee eee 
pda Moses DeRosset, ... Wass. 2. Va eons 185) | me St ere ee 1—10— 
pdack text Blythe Owe ee CP 19 Ae Lewes BAe is a oe — j1— 
pd. Estate of James Campbell 0 a TG. ei i et 1—10— 
pd. Jacob Miller’s House ......... Valued at £80 . Taxed ..... £0—16— 
HdmANCHONY Wards... 7, eee a VDOln6 so B00). ce DOMteae Ee 2—_ — 
DAMES GTOLOLVA Fy ee ome Doe ea 150 tee Dore Ay. ais 1—10— 
HdsvWalterrSimpson ics ter ies ie Sat n ), Se o EER ORS. tae t — 1— 
Dic OW COLDY Tew hue foie ons acted, ed ae 1 OQ ea: aie cin ae 1— — 
Estate of Ralph Taylor ...__. A Demi eis 8, = errr ier A). ae ee 1—10— 

pd. Estate of Will™ Barns... ‘s Sy < ele eae ie, ied nee. ae ee 
£71—  6— 


Warrants were Issued to the Constables to Summons all the 
male Taxables of said Town to be & appear at the Court House 
on Monday the 29% Instant May with proper tools for working 
on the Streets for Three Day successively to appear at 5 oOclock 
in the fore noon. 


97 Jeremiah Keenan, town commissioner and cooper, owned property on 
Dock Street between Front and the river. He died in 1768, leaving a 
wife, Johanna (Hannah), and sons, Michael and James. Walker, New 
Hanover Court Minutes, I, 88, 94, 102; New Hanover Deed Books, D, 338; 
Cape Fear Mercury (Wilmington), November 24, 1769. 
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A Warrant Issued to James Blyth®® Constable against the 
following persons for their Difficiencies for the Town Taxes for 
the years 1757 & 1758 returnable to Mr. Moses John DeRosset 
on or before the 10% day of June next, Vizt. Fran’ Betheily, 
James Arlow, Malcolm Smith, Jacob Miller, Thos. Rutledge, 
Johannes Bently, John Falham. 

Ordered that Public Notice be fix’d up at the Court House to 
such Persons as appears to be Defaulters on working on the 
Streets in Nov’ 1756. 

Ordered that if any Person or Persons for the future Shall 
presume to heat or boil any Pitch, Tarr, Turpentine, or Rossom 
upon any Wharf or Street in this Town they will incur the 
penalty of 40/ Proc. for every such offence. 

The Com" have agreed with Mr. Thos Newton for the Keep of 
the Water Engin & Hose Oyld [oiled] & in proper Order fit for 
working & to play it once a month for which he is to be paid 
£3 procl. for the ensuing part of this year. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wil- 

mington the 4% day of July 1758. 

Present 

Joshua Toomer 

Moses Jn°. DeRosset 

Tho’. Newton 

Tho’. Cunigham 
Warrants Issued to the Constable to summons all the male 
Taxables of said Town to be & appear at the Court House on 
Monday the 17 Inst. July with proper Tools for working on 
the Streets for 6 days successively to appear at 5 oClock in the 
forenoon. 


98 James Blythe, silversmith, came to Wilmington prior to 1755, possibly 
from Virginia. In addition to serving as constable, he was a member of 
the New Hanover County militia (1755), the Stamp Act resistance at 
Brunswick (1766), and the Wilmington Committee of Safety (1775). 
Blythe, who died in 1780, owned property in Wilmington on Ann Street 
between Front and Second streets and a plantation in the county. This 
plantation is now included in recent Wilmington residential developments; 
a street in the area bears his name. New Hanover Deed Books, E, 281; 
F, 317; R, 251; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, II, 63, 81; Saunders, 
Colonial Records, VII, 178; IX, 1143; X, 161; Clark, State Records, XV, 
LOU OX XI, 383. 
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Mr. James Campbell was chose as a Commissioner in the 
Room of Fred*®. Gregg Esq’. (who has left the Province) and 
Qualified according to Law before me this 18" day of July 1758. 

Corn’. Harnett 


Tuesday January the 2%. 1759 
The Freeholders of the Town of Wilmington met at the Court 
House to chuse Com". for the year Ensuing when James Camp- 
bell & James Moran was agreed on to take the Pole & on 
Closing it, the following persons appeared to be chosen unani- 
mously 
Joshua Toomer, James Campbell, Moses Jn°®. DeRosset, Thos. 

Cunigham, & Caleb Mason. 

Ja’, Campbell 

James Moran 


Thursday morning the 3°. of Jan’. 1759 Mr. Joshua Toomer, Mr. 
Moses Jn°. DeRosset Caleb Mason & Tho’. Cunigham Qualified 
before me according to Law. 

Jn°. DuBois 


January the 10 1759 Mr. James Campbell Qualified before me 
according to Law as Commissioner for the Town of Wilmington. 
Jn°. DuBois 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wilmington 
the 26 of July 1759. 
Joshua Toomer 
[Present ] Moses DeRosset 
Caleb Mason 
Thos. Cunigham 
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The town book minutes for 1759 reveal the efforts of the commissioners 
to clear the streets of rubbish. 


Enter’d into an agreemt with Mr. Alex'. Duncan®® to keep the 
Fire Engin & Hose in Order & Olyd [oiled] & to plea [play] it 


99 Town Commissioner Alexander Duncan was probably one of Wilming- 
ton’s wealthiest merchants. He was a business partner of John Ancrum and 
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once a month for which care two of his family is exempt from 
working on the Streets. 

Ordered that Warrants Issue to the Constables to Summons 
all the male Taxables of said Town to be & appear at the Court 
House on Thursday the 24 of August next with proper tools for 
working on the Streets for 3 days successively at 5 oClock fore 
noon. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wilmington 
the 29. Octob™ 1759. 
Joshua Toomer 
[Present] Caleb Mason 
Tho® Cunigham 


Ordered that all the Defaulters of working upon the Streets 
the 24 of August last do appear at the Court House on Thursday 
the 1st. of Nov". in order to make up their Deficiencys, at same- 
time it is Ordered that any Person or Persons who has any 
Lumber or Rubbege from the Court House to the Market 
Wharfe, & from y*. Court House to Dock Street, that they Clear 
Said Streets of the same before next Saturday on the Penalty of 
Twenty Shillings Procl. Money Each Defaulter. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wilmington 
the 10. day of Nov". 1759. Present 

Joshua Toomer 

Moses Jn° DeRosset 

Caleb Mason 

Thos Cunigham 


SO OEP ae ISN EN ee TRE DANaves Ea EL es” al eh AL ce ase ee 
Robert Schaw and headed the firm of Alexander Duncan & Co., and later 
Duncan, Ancrum and Schaw. He was clerk for the New Hanover County 
militia (1755) and a justice of the peace (1763). Upon his death in 1768 
Duncan specifically willed to friends and relatives a total of £4,000 
sterling, £1,300 proclamation money, four young male slaves, and seven 
young female slaves. The remainder of his estate was to be divided between 
his business partners. One bequest of particular note was £400 for the 
completion of the Episcopal Church in Wilmington. N.C. Wills, IX, 3; 
Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 52, 73, 74; Saunders, Colonial 
Records, VI, 1008; VII, 177-178; Clark, State Records, XXII, 383-384. 
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Ordered that Warrants Issue to the Constable to Summon all 
_ye Male Taxables of s‘ Town to appear at the Court House on 
Friday ye 16 Instant to work two days on the Streets. 


At a Meeting of the Comm of the Town of Wilmington the 
28% Day of Dec" 1759. 
Present 
Joshua Toomer 
Moses Jn° DeRosset 
: Thos Cunigham 
The following persons are still Indebted to the Town of 
Wilmington for the House Tax laid the 24 Day of May 1758 
agreeable to Law, Viz* 


Samuel Green ............. £2—10—0 pd in part £1—11—4 F.G. 
William Robinson ......... 0— 5—0 pd. F.G. 

John Walker ..... 2... O—12—0 pd. F.G. 

Ales MeRay (25. SRI 0/008 0—12—0 pd. F.G. 

Alext. McKeithen ...... ... O—15 

MALY UGAANG teers ee 0— 5 

Lewis DeRosset........ .... l— 5 

Tot NEWLON s Wire tees es 1—10 

Jacob: Neer! hss. aA 0—16 

James Gregory ....... _... 1—10—0 pd. F.G. 

Estate of Ralph Taylor .... 1—10—0 pd. by Mr. Edw’. Wight, 

Jo 27th July F.G. 


Mr. Thos Newton appears to be indebted 
to the Town in the Following sums, vizt. 
his Defficiencies in ye y' 1756 .. .£1— 6—8 


his Town Tax 1757 & 1758 ..... 1— 0—0 4—10—8 
his Defficiencies in 1758 ........ 1—16 1—10— 
his Do HAT OO Re S 0— 8—0 6— 0—8 
1—18— 
4—10—8 Mr. Newton 4— 2—8 owcs 
16— 0—8 


Mr. Moses Jn°. DeRosset Treasurer for the Town has render’d 
his Accot. & the Ballance in his hands appears to be £22—3—0. 
Refference being had to said Accompt. 

Ordered that Twenty Pounds Proc!. mony be left in the hands 
of Mr. Moses Jn° DeRosset to pay for the Expences of taking 
out a Charter for this Town provided it be done in three months 
from the Date & in case the said Sum shou’d be too much he is 
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to account for y® overplus & if too little the succeeding Com- 
missioners to make up the Defficiency. — 

Whereas Benjamin Morison’s Chimney got afire the 234 
Instant & Mr. W™ Wilkins’s Chimney got afire the 27 Instant 
agreeable to Town order they are lyable to pay forty Shillings 
Procl. Money Each, as the present Comm™. time is just expir’d 
& have not time to collect the said fines is the reason this Entry 
is made in order that the succeeding Commissioners collect the 
same for the use of the Town, this being an information to them. 

Joshua Toomer 
Thomas Cunigham?° 
Moses Jn° DeRosset 


Thursday January the 1st 1760 — 

The Freeholders met at the Court House in Wilmington to 
choose Commissioners for the Ensuing year and agreed that 
Mr. Arthur Mabson & James Moran shou’d take the Pole when 
on closeing it there appeared a majority of Votes for John 
Lyon, Frederick Gregg, Samuel Green, Thomas James & William 
Campbell,'°! who thereupon were Declared duly Elected & are 
hereby returned as such. 


July the 21st 1760—John Lyon, Frederick Gregg, Saml. Green, 
Com’. qualified according to Law. 

John Sampson 
Mr. Tho* James also Qualified according to Law as a Com- 
missioner before me. 
Warrants Issued for working on the Roads 3 days successively. 


100 The mark “T” appeared along with Thomas Cunningham’s name, 
apparently indicating that he did not actually sign the book. 

101 William Campbell, son of James Campbell, Sr., was a Wilmington 
merchant, town commissioner, alderman, justice of the peace, and sheriff. 
Upon his death in 1812, the local newspaper printed the following 
obituary: “Died on the 11th instant, William Campbell, Esq., a native 
of this town, at the advanced age of 78 years, being the first white male 
child born in this place....” Wilmington Gazette, 12 May 1812; Walker, 
New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 67; II, 28; New Hanover Deed Books, F, 
TTT 3H 1492 52. 
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At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilmington 
the 23" Day of September, Anno Domi 1760—Present— 
John Lyon 
Frederick Gregg 
Sam!. Green 
Thos James 


Commissioners 


Mr. Caleb Mason was Chose a Commissioner for the Town of 
Wilmington for the Ensuing year in the Room of Mr. William 
Campbell who is out of the Province who Qualified as a Com- 
missioner according to Law. 
Caleb Mason Qualified as Coms*. 
Before Me Fred* Gregg. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wilmington 
on Monday the 22"? Day of December Anno Domi. 1760. 
Present—John Lyon, Frederick Gregg, Sam!. Green, and 
Thomas James, Com". 
The Persons hereafter named appears to be Defaulters on 
Working on the Streets, Viz'— 


July Working 


Markmaduke Jones, Esq’. 7 days @ 2/8 £0—18—8 
Work". ROUT ahOME Gg Cre ctor eee en ne PY SN AGP Ae eta, vad 11—4 
HUN Mar ee) cues LYON atc ghee ea a: GE Rev 20 shad _. 1—12—0 
1376 gal Si 6a ray | hel 014 | SAL tree ig ee hp leh tah Mea od date + — 8—0 
pd. J.M. sereniinn Keenan te. ui! cee ae ns Seas ee 1—4 
William Purviance!% |... PARTE it Ade, ba eR EE — 5—4 


102 Alexander Ross, tailor, merchant, and town commissioner, first ap- 
peared in Wilmington records in 1752. Although he referred to himself 
in March of 1765 as “merchant, late of Charles Town, S.C., but now of 
London,” court records indicate that he was in the Cape Fear region almost 
continuously between 1759 and 1767. Ross, who died in September of 1767, 
and his wife, Elizabeth, sold their Market Street property in October of 
1766; but he was still in Wilmington in March, 1767, less than six months 
before his death. Clark, State Records, XXII, 384; New Hanover Deed 
Books, E, 56, 84, 325, 338; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 41, 57, 
59 SOas  OGsel OP Lora aya los 

103 Although of French descent William Purviance, merchant, apparently 
came to the Cape Fear from Ulster, Ireland. By 1762 he was a justice 
of the peace, and in 1764 he was appointed commissioner of pilotage for the 
Cape Fear River. As the American Revolution approached, he served 
on the Wilmington Committee of Safety, as colonel of a Minute Man 
Company, and as captain of the Independent Company which disbanded in 
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Excus’d William? Brown.) oo. Sy NARI Ee he MOTE ks MAGES — 8— 
pd... JM. | RODEA Ales nS eh ie: AC eeeee Fee ae eae — 2—8 
pd. J.M.. “Roberteoenawie's), 24 oe ak Daa ocean te ye — 2—8 

Malatiah Hamilton! |. ._.. VA PAR Aa Sy ARM Ek | UE — 5—4 
Work4, ‘Thomas Bevenmis se eae ested Me sk bt Rene: Senn — 4— 
Das ce) VOLCR EV GE DY. S\ eile Ol: aaa Dr Miah sciaek oe ee time ed — §— 
POs a Ma ENO DAVIS ie wy Ue Ge aa sists) ene es een Bae 16—0 
pad My me Joshua hoomen Yeo 0): Ls on OS eee — 3—4 

William McDowell ......... SON a ue Lien ae ae es — g— 

John Quincel96@ ssi‘ Cid URL) cae: ea —16— 
Excus’d Obediah Holt!097..—s—isi‘i‘(a‘i‘é(é(‘(‘(t Sik ta: 2 Ue ue eae ve — 8— 


November of 1776. He owned a plantation on the sound, Castle Finn, where 
he lived until his death in 1787. Saunders, Colonial Records, VI, 762; IX, 
1154; X, 628, 927-928; Clark, State Records, XIX, 687-688; XXII, 498; 
New Hanover Deed Books, E, 390; F, 59; G, 307; Walker, New Hanover 
Court Minutes, III, 18, 21; Mary Selden Kennedy, Seldens of Virginia and 
Allied Families, (New York: Frank Allaben Genealogical Co., 1911), I, 
62-64. 

104 Robert Schaw, merchant, planter, and Wilmington town commissioner, 
had settled in New Hanover County by 1751. The eldest brother of Janet 
Schaw of Scotland (Journal of a Lady of Quality), he entered into partner- 
ship with Alexander Duncan and John Ancrum in the mercantile firm of 
Duncan, Ancrum, and Schaw and later, Ancrum and Schaw. He became 
a justice of the peace in 1768 and a colonel of Artillery during the Regula- 
tor campaign of 1771. In 1775 he was commissioned a colonel in the 
Revolutionary Army, but his refusal to take the oath of allegiance brought 
him into disfavor with state officials. He held several local offices after the 
war, however, before his death in 1786. Saunders, Colonial Records, VII, 
702, 832-833; VIII, 594, 602; Clark, State Records, XVIII, 177; XXIV, 506, 
511; New Hanover Deed Books, C, 275; H, 109; Schaw, Journal of a Lady 
of Quality, 319-320; Wilmington Chronicle & N.C. Weekly Advertiser, 
June 18, 1788. 

105 Malatiah Hamilton, who died in 1797, was a Wilmington constable. 
He owned land in the Welch Tract district and supported the work of 
the Wilmington Committee of Safety (1776). Walker, New Hanover Court 
Minutes, I, 42; New Hanover Will Books, AB, 8; Saunders, Colonial 
Records, VII, 177-178; X, 389-390. 

106 John Quince, son of Richard and brother of Parker and Richard, Jr., 
was a prominent Wilmington merchant and town commissioner. He served 
as county coroner, justice of the peace, and Wilmington Committee of 
Safety member. He had been active in the Stamp Act resistance at 
Brunswick in 1766 and served on the Committee of Safety from November, 
1774, until just before his death in 1775. His residence was on the south- 
west corner of Front and Market streets in Wilmington. Walker, New 
Hanover Court Minutes, I, 58, 79; II, 10, 89; New Hanover Deed Books, 
F, 56; H, 534; New Hanover Will Books, C, 352, 452; Saunders, Colonial 
Records, VII, 177-178; IX, 1089; X, 283, 334; Cape Fear Recorder (Wil- 
mington), February 9, 1831. 

107 Obediah Holt was brother-in-law to Revolutionary War patriot, 
Cornelius Harnett, and father of Mary, the wife of Anthony B. Toomer. 
He served as sheriff of New Hanover County in 1766 and was dead by 1775. 
Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 71, 82; II, 38; New Hanover 
Deeds, C, 328; AB, 86-88. 
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pd. J.M. Tho Godfree!# ........... BAe Pts hbes — §8— 
pd. J.M. Charles Applebee .......... AV | LS A: — 8— 
Isaac TROY Siemens ee 2 ie og > — 8— 


October Working 


Jn°. Rutherford & Co™. ... 39 days @ 2/8 £5— 4— 
4 Moses Jn°. DeRosset ....... PO TS Pd —10—8 
pd. J.Mi “Richtee layer % eat Bee) A is ay re — 2—8 
Marmaduke Jones, for self. 
& Mrse Davis's negroes | 1S veo me. sy. a: 2— 8— 
pd. J.M. " Mrs.> @emppelieies ata Dee eee, | —13—4 
Dad MnP John vones el etre alee ee Bo ee es G —14—8 
Settled Alext@ Adamson: &) negroe:) 2 Gi ahanes tee idee: «Abn —16—0 
Magnas,Cowant) yes Oh ere ay ch Ao 
pd. Jd:Mo Mrs." Hetherte? aie) tee. te hats eS ae — S— 
John “ea kee Maem is ai ee alge SAM bee) SS a — 8— 
pay JM...) Joseph "Cannone et ys.) 5. DL ces ent Le — 2—8 
pd. w.Me. Wm. Wikines ii Masia) te UN a a — 8— 
pd. J.M. Clement Armstrong ....... 3 days @ 2/8 — §8— 
pd. J.M. Mrs. Sarah Faries ......... ieee A) Sa — 8— 
Excus’d Jeremiah Keenan ......... ie Ee a): — 8— 
JON QWUInce. cous a8 Gedy ug ao eatery hae —16— 
Excus’d Obedis HOw ks. ea A RITA Ae OnE eS — 8— 
WT HUT VIDOE: cosets: Bi acuae Oe ee a eR RANE ol ols — 8— 
Nd.d.Mis sm. Brown mans bE xcus’ dai Gig) as ow tego att 8/ jo 
Excus’d Saml.. Marshall! .... 2.2... Sai dl ceil. tyes eee ade — §— 
pd. J.M. Mrs. Marsdens Estate ..... Gah GAM ie 4s —16— 
pd. J.M. Joshua Toomer for 
SElT AG DOV) oer ey pee oes GEG «tee Aer DS By ihe 
worked ye rest 
Dd. weMls  ghoberts,Schawe oo Yee or Ny eet 2 en ae en — 8— 
Malatiah Hamilton ........ se a ER OR burl aie Fd Ye — 8— 
Delos ia er 1 O8r, BEVEN: ee ten ee ne Pea PON oak Rio's x ere — 8— 
Pao Spd PG ARCS HILT eh Oise ces 5 Shee Ec 6 a) a — 8— 
Robt. Welbank 7. .9hsu. i-: 2 Sa Gere re katie. s, . — 8 
pd. J.M. Anthony Ward ..........:.. ape | Abn apts ht dal ae AR aie —16— 
Wa asl eee HOUTVic OT Dy to le ee dse 5 SU) Cah IR 2) Sa — §— 
Wm. McDowell .._............ BO 9 ee re — §8— 
pd. J.M Thomas Godfree ........... yg Rah be UPS Oboe Meares ghar — 8— 
pd. J.M Edward Robeson .......... ME eT en gael eee oe BR 
TOSCO ce LSC Woe Siu OR ae oe, iwi Dita io aie a AP — 8— 


108 Thomas Godfrey was the author of The Prince of Parthia, the first 
drama written by an American and produced on the professional stage in 
the colonies. He was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1736 and died 
in Wilmington in 1765. Kellam and McKoy, St. James Records, 109. 

109 Ann Hellier was the widow of Richard Hellier. New Hanover Deed 
Books, D, 519. 

110 Samuel Marshall came to Wilmington from England around 1749. His 
second wife was Mary Watson, granddaughter of Wilmington founder 
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Samuel Marshall’s property was confiscated when Marshall left with 
British forces in 1781. It was returned, however, in 1790 to the Marshall 
heirs, whose maternal ancestors included John Watson, one of the town 
founders. The photograph is from the files of the Lower Cape Fear His- 
torical Society. It was made in 1959 from the original owned by Miss 
Louise Harlow of Wilmington, a descendant of Marshall. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wil- 
mington on Friday the 3 day of October, Anno Domi. 1760. 
Present 
Frederick Gregg 
John Lyon 
Thos. James 
Caleb Mason 
Sam! Green 


Ordered that a Warrant do Immediately Issue to the Constable 
to Summon all the male Taxables of Wilmington to be and ap- 
pear at the Court House therein on Tuesday the 6th Instant 


John Watson, and he owned a plantation seven miles from Wilmington. 
In 1775 Marshall departed for England to claim an inheritance, returning 
in 1778 to avert state confiscation of his property. He left North Carolina 
with the British forces in 1781 and his property was seized. He subse- 
quently died in London; in 1790 his estate was returned to his heirs. N.C. 
Wills, XXXIII, 34; New Hanover Deed Books, D, 445; Clark, State 
Records, XIII, 255, 651; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, III, 11, 15, 
56. 
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with proper tools for working on the Streets for three Days 
successively. 

Ordered also that if any Person or Persons Shall Incumber 
any of the Public Wharfs or Streets with naval stores lumber 
or anything whatsoever such Person or Persons shall be obliged 
to remove such Incumbrances within 24 hours under the Penalty 
of forty Shillings Procl. mony And also that all Persons who 
have Incumbered the Wharfs Docks Streets & Alleys of said 
Town with any sort of Lumber rubbish or Dirt, that they at 
their own Expense Immediately sweep clear & carry away the 
same before thursday next & likewise all persons heaping up 
dirt opposite their Doors or in any part of the Streets that they 
likewise clear sweep & Carry away the same before the time 
aforesaid otherwise may Expect to be dealt with according to 
Law, this to be advertised in the Court House. 

Fred* Gregg 
John Lyon 
Thos James 
Caleb Mason 
Sam! Green 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wil- 
mington the 26th Day of October Anno Domi. 1760. 
Present 
John Lyon 
Fred* Gregg 
Thomas James 
Samuel Green 
Caleb Mason 


Upon Reenspecting of the Acco‘. of Defficiencys we find that 
Mr’. Tho’. Newton is to be Allowed the sum of £1—18 out of his 
defficiencys. 

1760 D*. the Public in Acco‘. Curt’. with Fred‘. Gregg... . 


Dect. To Cash pd. Stephen Player111 his Accot. ............. £ 1— 9— 
To Boards & scantling for Barrows &c ............... —16— 
Nails 2508. pdy Applepee 56/0 were ote) ee 2—19— 4 
Torpdi Me Dubois for bush hime fk Pee at 2— 6— 8 
EO? Dd FM ee Clare rr hy ua eh eR MUS ORS S a 1—10— 


111 Stephen Player, blacksmith and carpenter, was the son of Richard 
Player, Sr., and brother of town commissioner Richard Player. Stephen 
Player is listed on the militia roster for 1752 and was living on the south 
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Tottallow ‘Béeeswax-for the Hngine ts.) vee ee, S45 1— 6—10 

To 1. Gall), shimitoreves Peonleg cee ev ee eo 0—10— 8 

£10—18— 6 
Decl, 7600.15... eee ee a ee hn Cr, 
BY. ATTCATS: 10M. eLCROSSCU Nee hae eee £ 2— 3— 
LPO LO CE Wil ersten tla tye SUA on Go ae ae Reale oe 1—10— 
LLOM 2 Wi, | ACODeSON Oy acs LITLE Ty COR) el a ate ae 1— 1— 
TON) AS GY CCOL Vee rare ncn een Deen Once Mem Leni See 1—10— 
from*Jn°* Walker for’self &: McKay. 3.....5.... 0220)" 1— 4— 

LFOMPDOCtTORSGTeETi a tee Lene od Dees cee ee Lh ha 1—11— 4 

Jas. Blyth 19/10 Alext. Ross 8/ . | Be eR Mi oe oe 

dams. NGPANNL OU home L Tenet nian TA Wate alk 0—10— 8 

10—17—10 

8 

£10—18— 6 


We the Subscribers being Commissioners for the Town of 
Wilmington duly Elected & Qualified do on Complaint of Jere- 
miah Keenan that a House on Dock Street the property of 
John Nesfield is two foot on the Land of the said Keenan and 
after duly Examining and considering of the Premisses agree- 
able to Law Value the said two feet of Land at twenty Shillings 
Procl. per Annum to be paid to the said Keenan by the said 
John Nesfield. Given under our Hands at Wilmington this 15th 
Day of July 1759.* 

Moses John Derosset 
Joshua Toomer 
Caleb Mason 
his 
Thomas T. Cunigham 
mark 


*[Editor’s note: The apparent discrepancy in date occurs because the above 
minutes are out of place in the town book and are here reproduced in 
original order. ] 


side of Market Street above Fourth at the time of his death in 1778. 
New Hanover Deed Books, E, 302; New Hanover Will Books, C, 333; 
Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 89; Clark, State Records, XXII, 
384. 

112 Apparently Dr. Edward Wight was dead when this entry was made. 
County court minutes for September 5, 1760, include the appointment of 
Archibald Maclaine and Mrs. Mary Wight as executors of the estate; the 
playwright, Thomas Godfrey, was witness to his will. Dr. Wight, a surgeon, 
had come to Wilmington from Limerick, Ireland, and he owned property in 
Nova Scotia. Records do not reflect his presence in New Hanover County pri- 
or to 1759, so presumably his stay here was of very short duration. Walker, 
New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 41, 47; Saunders, Colonial Records, VI, 
58-60; New Hanover Deed Books, D, 454. 
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Commissioners of the Town of Wilmington— 


TOPIOUNEEVONG fo atlas... Jake ake Dr 

SUV L760. LO Dow STICKS. hres cu) oe: CORA LER ee” £6—13—4 
BalAY ORC eCORT OSts SGUATG. (5-2. shucks a Se 10—8 

INOW SAE Ue eAll@tOV lee it ae te ar OS =| ORY 12— 

£7—16—0 
Com’ of the Town of Wilmington to Caleb Mason Dr 
To taking Care of the Fire Engine Cleaning the 
pd. £1—6—8 


Hose & Working said Engine per Order of Com!s. 


Ordered that the above Accompts be paid so soon as the 
mony Due by the Defaulters is Collected. 
John Lyon 
Fred*. Gregg 
Caleb Mason 


March the 14th 1761. Alexr. Ross, John Campbell, Caleb 
Mason, Thos. Cunigham and Jeremiah Keenan, Qualified before 
me this Day as Com"™. for the Town of Wilmington for the 
Ensuing Year agreeable to Law. 

Fred*. Gregg 


Wilmington 18th March 1761. At a meeting of the Commis- 
sioners of the Town afores? 
Present 
John Campbell 
Alexr. Ross 
Jeremiah Keenan. 
Thos. Cunigham 


Ordered that all Persons who have Incumbred the wharfs, 
Docks, Streets & Alleys of said Town with any sort of Lumber 
rubish or dirt, that they at their own expense Sweep clear & 
carry away the same before Monday next, & likewise all Persons 
heaping up Dirt opposite their Doors in any part of the Streets 
that they likewise clear sweep & Carry away the same before 
the time aforesaid—otherwise may expect to be Dealt with 
according to Law. 
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Ordered that James Moran be continued Clerk for the Ensuing 
year & to be allowed the former sallary of Three Pounds Procl. 
mony per Annum. 

Thos. Cunningham 
John Campbell 

Jh. Kennan 

Alexr. Ross 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 
ton the 27th Day of March 1761. 
Present 
John Campbell 
Alex". Ross 
Thomas Cunigham 
Jeremiah Keenan 


James Moran Produced an Accot. of what money he had rec‘. 
from the Def*s. as per Accot. 


Dr. The Comrs. of Wilmington In Accot. with James Moran per. Contra. 
TOcImy SOLALY MASULVCAT Ce fa ce ede. he £3— 0—0 


To Cash / ple Mrs. Glave, 2 nite te eereias ther tee 2— 44 
TO-DO DAI WALT GLOSS io) Lak eh BE ae 0—10—8 
TOVCASN AM my Nanas tt. re eee ee woe 0—15—0 
£6—10—0 

Cron By Cash ofsRobertew ails oo its AN te ae £0— 2—8 
Desof Roberke Scha we eae Lore | ak ae _ O—10—8 
Dei Thomasevavis maw lor 0) alg ee aes 0—16—0 
Des Jos hank OO OY aioli ais eck ie ne .. QO 3—4 
De Josepn Cannon. ares Joe ae PO. «2 Oe 0O— 2—8 
De. Wire hangs 2 ooe 5 bees eee _ 0O— 8—0 
Do Mrs. Marsden’s Estate ............. ... 0—16—0 
DevAnthonvo Ward) oo ate ee a .. 0—16—0 
De-Edwt | Robeson) (ae re ee ee -. 0O— 8—0 
De vHenryewrey oe eer ee ee ies 0—16—0 
Do Charles Applebee ............ oo...) l= 80 
Der John Garren? ao 0 Bie ie fh Oo Bess niiay « 0— 8—0 
De Joni kd ORCS) ert ete name, ooh. | _. 0—14—8 
£6—10—0 


Alexander Adamson produced his Accot. to the Com™. which 
was allowed as follows: 
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March 12th 1760—The Comr®. of Wilmington to Alext. Adamson Dr. 


To Cleaning & Mending the Engine ........ £0—17—8 

POs OA LNCT LOL soe DOR ang eee Pee ee a 0— 2—8 

To one Iron Ring for Moulding the leather . O— 2—8 

To: Ovyle tor the:screws*s, Boxes. oo Ai. 0— 2—8 

1— 5—8 

pd. By 6 Days Defficiencys in Octob't 1760 0—16—0 
Ballance due pd. by Keenan ............ 0— 9—8 


Tho’. Cunningham 
John Campbell 

J», Keenan 

Alex. Ross 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 
ton the 11 Day of May Anno Dom. 1761. 
7 Present — 
John Campbell 
Caleb Mason 
Thomas Cunigham 
Jeremiah Keenan 
Ordered that Warrants do Immediately Issue against the 
persons whose names are under written who appears to be De- 
faulters of working on the Streets, Vizt.— 


July William -Purviance, 2...) se 5—4 
October William Purviance ........... s—0  £ 0—13—4 

July Malatiah Hamilton 5—4 
Octobr ee Doren. 50) 0—13—4 

July William McDowell 8—0 
CRGEOU Br acu. cere LG. ep ee ea) 0—16— 

July SOU Ti PURE 83 Bie Wi toad ds omy Ahh at 16—0 
OChON oe Do 16——0 1—12— 
July lesac Ray eee 0— 8— 
October John Rutherfurd 5— 4— 
Do. Moses Derosett ...... 0—10—8 
Do Magnus Cowan ay —=  §— 
Do HLROUOW EY i 2) Coe re lanes a kta Re aS Cer s BRIER, — §— 
Do Robertanyy eloatiig fis WoW. oo us. — 8— 
Do OSCT be COme mR Bre R ay ue a Mh — 8— 
£11— 9—4 


Thos T [his mark] Cunigham 
John Campbell 


Caleb Mason 
Jh. Keenan 


112 N.C. OFFICE OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilmington 
at the Court House in Wilmington aforesaid the 29th Day of 
May Anno. Dom. 1761. 

Present— 

Caleb Mason 
Thos. Cunigham 
Jeremiah Keenan 
Alexr. Ross 
John Campbell 

Ordered that a Warrant do Immediately Issue to the Con- 
stables to Summon all the Male Taxables in Wilmington to work 
on the Streets three Days Successively to begin on Monday next 
the first day of June. 

Alexander Adamson Constable made a return of the Warrant 
Dirrected to him to Distrain on the Defaulters And Received 
of the said defficiencys the sum of Eight Pounds five Shillings 
& four Pence Procl. Money agreeable to the warrant return’d. 

Ordered that James Moran receive the aforesaid sum of 
£8—5—4d and pay Mr. Caleb Mason One Pound six Shillings 
& Eight pence, Alexander Adamson Nine Shillings & Eight 
pence & Mrs. Clay one pound five Shillings. 

Caleb Mason 
Alexr. Ross 

John Campbell 
Thos. Cunningham 
Jh. Keenan 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 
ton the 29th Day of September Anno Domi. 1761. 
Pesent — 
Caleb Mason 
Alexander Ross 
John Campbell 
Thos. Cunigham 
Jeremiah Keenan 


Ordered that a Warrant do Immediately Issue to the Con- 
stables to summon all the Male Taxables in Wilmington to Work 
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on the Streets three Days Successively to begin on Monday the 
5th Day of October next. 

J, Keenan 

John Campbell 

Thos. Cunningham 

Caleb Mason 

Alexr. Ross 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 

ton the 19 Day of Nov’. 1761. Present— 

John Campbell 

Thomas Cunigham 

Caleb Mason 

Jeremiah Keenan 

Alexander Ross 
The Several Persons hereafter mentioned appears to be Default- 
ers on the Streets in June and October last, Vizt. 


Days Days Days 
pd. Alexander Duncan June 20 & October 22 in all 42 @ 2/8 
pettledihichard Player Wien! in P sa, os DO AA OU, Pee cia are .. 0— 2—8 
Settled John Dubois ...... DO. 2342 D0. Wiel re DO AT Gas 8 
Settled Caleb Mason ......  ........ Bee he eats atk Olay iy SFr CRU 0— 8—0 
Settled John Jones ....... DoT Do awe OV ODO, 652 2/8 
pd. Henry PPROOMEr UL ofits 4 oe ae DOJ ae 24 SP VIOLN |, 2/8 0—10—8 


113 Henry Toomer came from South Carolina in 1747 with his father, 
Joshua. He was an inspector for Wilmington (1761-1786), a member of the 
Wilmington Committee of Safety (1775-1776), the commissary for various 
North Carolina units during the American Revolution, and coroner for 
New Hanover County (1786). In 1777 when the position of commissioner 
for the armed brigantine Washington became vacant, William Hooper 
wrote to Governor Caswell recommending Toomer for the position. “His 
character in point of industry and integrity is unsullied, and his capacity 
in the common affairs of life good; he is not a seaman by profession, but 
upon the whole with his other good qualities, has the best pretensions, 
to it of any I know here who will accept the charge.” (Clark, State 
Records, XI, 528). Upon his death in 1799, Toomer left a large estate, 
including the “mansion” and other property on Toomer’s Alley in 
Wilmington, the Barn and Meadow plantations, between forty and fifty 
slaves, Dorsey’s Hotel—the tavern where President Washington dined in 
1794—and a variety of other properties. Saunders, Colonial Records, X, 
69, 630; Clark, State Records, XI, 825; XII, 101, 171-172; 2387; New 
Hanover Deed Books, 12, p. 465; New Hanover County Wills, V, 51; 
Hall’s Wilmington Gazette, April 4, 1799; Walker, New Hanover Court 
Minutes, I, 84; 11,°17;"Ilh2 "TV, 82, 85; 86: 
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The November, 1761, list of defaulters on street work included names of 
historically prominent people as well as some unidentified. 
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Sett? Magnas Cowan ...... Doo ye PeDotewt (4... Do, 746. @i2/8 
pd. JOHN (MOrtimer ers eee hk eel RY s14 ¢ Sor et EPO Sak RASA ee of, 
Settled Stephen Player ....... DOs ce ar DOr eas OLS Ed ane 
Settled’ John Corbyn? 72%. ~. DG A ie OUT eet yA be cad he cle 8 @ 2/8 
Wm Joseph Lee ..... D0i73:) Dow Eso MG ce 20. RD ZTS 
Settled’) Wm. Purviance wu) Do. 12... .Dor rs -..20 @ 2/8 
Settled. James .Diytn.. ae oles DIGS Pe ihre ee te kas @ 2/8 
Settled) swames Mears: 4. )./0) UO" 2 Fe or: 
Settled) Sarah Faries (5.2 3..%\, DO eae etn aed ee 
Settled) “Wim. abevily oA UB Te aon 7 erie eee! Cen ho eS Oe 
Settled vihlcnior IAVED Neg DO. igo. tah 
Wm. Campbell...) Doss oe 
pd. Wise brown 1.6400). Doe 2 een 
Keenan Joseph Beven ._...... Dor Tiheeae 2/8 
Marmaduke Jones ... Do. 2 ..... 
pd. Wm. McDowell ...... Dow tan: 2/8 
Keenan Henrys Irby iain i. 2 DOuS he ater. 
Settlede Johns byon. <2 on.05 6 ou. Doy Pte) 2.8. 
Settled John Quince ........ DOeswomke | 
pd. JGUGAIEN Sess). Week Delos. | Doe ao ) ACG at 
in all 
pd. Zachariah Weeks .... June3 Day & October 3 days 6 days @ 2/8 
in all 
Settled Malatiah Hamilton ..Do. 3 ..... Doe no 6 
Settled Edward Doram ..... Does tetas D6 S 6 
Settled Thos. Henderson!!5 .Do.6.... Do..... 6 fae > 
Obediah Holt ....... DOs Orie ele Dor wee LS 
Settled Robert McCrakan!16 Do.6.... Do..... 6 We A aah bo 
Settled Henry Naglee ....... Doe .61 eae Dottie, 476 12 
petcled | Stephen! Rice) 00s) DoS sacs Do. . S 6 
petued s Jonni NobesOn? «0.0.4 DO! DG ue ae 6 
Silvanus’ Wilson). 2c. Do, 6-2 ee eonea ee oe & 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 
ton the 17th Day of Dec’. 1761. 


114 Dr. John Mortimer, surgeon and town commissioner, owned property 
on the north side of Market Street between Second and Third. After his 
death in 1767, Mortimer’s widow, Rebecca, daughter of Dr. Samuel Green, 
married Dr. James Geekie. New Hanover Deed Books, E, 69; F, 174; H, 
92; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 79; Clark, State Records, 
XVII, 166-168. 

115 Thomas Henderson was a tailor and constable for Wilmington. 
Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 57, 58. 

116 Robert McCrakan (McKraken, McRaken), constable and town com- 
missioner, lived on the north side of Market Street until his death in 1766. 
New Hanover Deed Books, D, 506; New Hanover Will Books, C, 246; 
Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 38, 41, 42. 
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Present— 
Jermiah Keenan 
Caleb Mason 
Alex’. Ross 
Thos. Cunigham 


M’. Dubois Produced his Accot. ag*t. the Com’. for sundry 
materials furnish’d wherein there appears to be due to him the 
sum of Two pounds Five Shills & seven pence. 


To Sundry Defficiencys rec’. by Mr. Keenan ...... 22—12—0. 
To Cashipad nim by: James. Moran) 30) irae cen 2— 0—0 
By sundries paid) as per accot): |. ay pn.c viene 5— 38—8 
By Cash pd. Mr. Cowan for Making 12 Buckets to be Deliv4. 
the clash anvecnertiee eer ca es ee I a ae oie 8— 0—O0 
By) Cash pds re Dubois ieee Cones © ar eee 2— 5—7 


Agreed with Caleb Mason to Build a good slip at the Market 
Wharfe workman like to be finish’d by the 10th of Jan’. next, 
he finding all necessarys for the same for which he is to be paid 
by the Com'. five Pounds Procl. 

Alex". Ross 
Thos. Cunigham 
Caleb Mason 

J®, Keenan 


Tuesday, January the—1762. The freeholders met at the 
Court House in Wilmington to Chuse Commissioners for said 
Town for the Ensuing year and agreed that Jn°. Dubois Esar. 
& James Moran Shou’d take the Pole. Wherein there appear’d 
that Doctor John Mortimer, Anthony Ward, Magnas Cowan, 
Robert Wells, & Robt. McCracken, were unanimously chose who 
there upon were Declar’d duly Elected and are hereby return’d 
as such. 

Doctor John Mortimer Anthony Ward & Magnas Cowan 
Qualified before me as Com". of said Town the 23rd day of 
March 1762. 

Fred*®. Gregg 


At a Meeting of the Com™. for Wilmington the 29th March 
1762, 
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Pesent— 

John Mortimer 
Anthony Ward 
Magnas Cowan 


Mr. William Campbell and Mr. John Quince Chose Commis- 
sioners in the room of Robert McCrackan & Robert Wails who 
refus’d Qualifying. Mrs. Clay was chose for to keep the Court 
House clean for which she is to be allowed Six Pounds Procl. 
mony a year. 

James Moran is continued as Clerk for the Ensuing year. 


These may certify that William Campbell & John Quince 
Qualified before me as Comm". for the Town of Wilmington 
18th May 1762. 

John Lyon 

At a meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wilming- 

ton the 18th Day of May Anno Dom. 1762. 
Present— 
John Mortimer 
Anthony Ward 
John Quince 
Wm. Cambell 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 
ton the 24th Day of May 1762. 
Present— 
John Mortimer 
William Campbell 
Anthony Ward 
Magnas Cowan 


Ordered that a Warrant do Immediately Issue to the Constable 
to summon all the Male Taxables of the Town of Wilmington 
to work on the Streets two days successively with proper tools 
to meet at 6 of the Clock in the forenoon on Friday the 28th 
Instant. 
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De. Mr". Jeremiah Keenan To the Commiss's. of Wilmington— 


To Sundry, Defiiciencys rec! 2). e 2. sas ane cue £22—12—0 

To Cash pd. you by James Moran ......._.. eee 2 O—0 

24—12-——0 

By Sundrys settled with the late Comm'™s..  ..—=——CéC«éH—- B~_B 
By cash p?. Mr. Cowan for 12 leathr. 

BUCK CLS ts he os en oral, 8— 0—0 

BV oe ee OU DOIS ee ae ete oc art or te 2— 5—7 

By De piastoreolachers™ = ae... eee ee tn 4— 0—0O 

By De. for building Slip to the Market Wharf ... 5— 0—0 

£24—.. 9-—3 

Byaballeen gue (wen CON! Face ee ae cock 2—9 

£24 12—0 


Jn° Mortimer 
Anth’ Ward 
William Campbell 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 
ton the 14 Day of June Anno Dom. 1762. Present, John Morti- 
mer, John Quince, William Campbell, Anthony Ward, and 
Magnas Cowan. 


Mr. James Kennedy pd. his fine of ten Shillings to Mr. Jno. 
Quince who was chose Treasurer. 

Ordered that if any person or persons shall Incumber any 
of the Public wharfs or Streets with Naval Stores lumber or 
any thing whatsoever, such person or Persons shall be obliged 
to remove such Incumbrances within 24 hours under the penalty 
of forty Shillings Procl. mony, likewise that all persons who 
have Incumbered the wharfs Docks Streets & Alleys of said 
Town with any sort of lumber rubbish or dirt that they at their 
own expence Immediately sweep clear & carry away the same 
before the 24th Inst, also all Persons heaping up Dirt opposite 
their Doors or in any part of the Streets that they likewise clear 
Sweep & carry away the same before the time aforesaid, Other- 
wise may expect to be Dealt with agreeable to Law. 

Ordered also that if any Chimney get afire the owner or 
Possessor shall be oblige to pay forty Shillings Procl. money. 

John Mortimer 
Jno. Quince 
Anthy. Ward 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 
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ton at the Court House the 4th Day of November Anno Dom. 
1762. 

Present— 

John Mortimer 

Anthony Ward 

Wm. Campbell 

Jno. Quince 

Magnus Cowan 


Upon perusal of the list of the Defaulters of the last public 
working on the 28th & 29th Days of May last & having order’d 
a working of the Defaulters on the 20th of August last & there 
still appears to be the following persons Defaulters, Viz*. 


days 

Allow’ working “BredbsyGrege ms &.0 0. bn Se See aoe £1— 1—4 
pd. ROM eal Abeeaior ee a My eo Sane § ih Ae ee — 5—4 
pd. VTC WVCL ct ee nh ee nee ) aban ee — 5—4 
pd. PDOs erLenOer som) tee a. Bae Dh — 5—4 
pd. AG LED | ia (hee Ean One ee ale Dua Fee aoe ee ee 
pd. Phen a CLD i eee nee Manet — §—4 
pd. POSED MCeCN E> Ue a ates ame ee Rice 2........ — 5-4 
pd. Toa UDOlen «a a ee, oe ee, JED, aleetenore 1—14—8 
pd. ptepnenm iced, le. uae bees TARE BION AL — 5—4 
pd. JOUR LYON Re wet er eh re. een oe eee: — 8—0 
pd. Stephen Piaverts Moots ee cores Aaa —16—0 
due Stes Coroynee pee Ty See ee Gere ce. —16—0 
pd. HennpmyEeMickKayarers: Tene Ova / di Vile eae h — 5—4 
pd. Malatiah LHamilton’ 2. 720. 2 ea — §—4 
pd. Robey eM eckrakan 9.00, eo. a ee — §—4 
work’d uke BOWEN Ge vane ee eee Ee tee — 5—4 
due Jas Tiendersone.. 7 oo, et fel Os oh Va et. — 8—0 
Settled Johnie Jones: en . tee eae 6Gdays... £0—16—0 
Out Pro. OD se OChaw Seer ey ee wae AO pl Ne — 5—4 
due LODETE Walls. weed ee kes Meee. Ae ores AD di fee Sal — §—4 
work’d ios Gunivham 8 to ee Oe ot ee — 5—4 
pd. Wns TOCAOrd = ee PU yee toe) fad Sec ele — 2-8 
due WV DISKO LOWE ee ee ne ae dee plc la aati —10—8 
not here Jno. Chalwell!17 & : 

2 pd. Nenry hooks’ pd.) 82 a ae en .. —l0—8 


not here CODES TIES cy, Mote NUE ONS tail SEER” AMUN c. ——10—8 


117 John Cholwell and Henry Rooks were in partnership as periwig 
makers as early as 1764. In 1769 they were issued a license to operate an 
ordinary in Wilmington; shortly thereafter their establishment was located 
on Front Street just south of Market. Cholwell died in 1791 at the age of 
62 and Rooks apparently left Wilmington. Walker, New Hanover Court 
Minutes, I, 56, 77, 100; New Hanover Deed Books, F, 163; I, 51; North 
Carolina Gazette, February 26, 1766; Kellam and McKoy, St. James 
Records, 118. 
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pd. FaserKenhoay eet: | WLd. ly eat 2 eres. 0— 5—4 
pd. WV riven LGDGWellery ee jee Del aes, 0O— 5—4 
due SUC ROLET SI ME se. Acc me 0— 5—4 
pd. INO MOTE IS rt | hr oe oe as oc AAS ee a 0— 5—4 
pd. Bradley & Sharpless!!§ .......... Dee oa 0—10—8 
pd. nose Reven mares © Tals ec oe yao 0! wl 3 0— 5—4 
pd. Phe REPOS i eek ie oe eli REE feet 0— 5—4 
pd. J.Q. Henry ePoomer® 905, en he ba ea os Disc Se 0— 5—4 


Ordered that Warrants of Distress do Issue against the above 
persons who appears to be Defaulters returnable the 10 Instant. 
Ordered that Summons do Issue to the Constables to warn all 
the male Taxables to meet at the Court House in Wilmington on 
Friday the 12 Instant with proper tools for working on the 
Streets two Days successively to meet at 6 oClock in the morning. 
Jn°. Mortimer 
John Quince 
Anthy. Ward 
William Campbell 
Magnus Cowan 


At a Meeting of the Com™. at the Court House the 12th 
December 1762. 
Present— 
Jn°. Motimer 
William Campbell 


118 The firm of Bradley & Sharpless was operated by Quaker merchants, 
Richard Bradley and John Sharpless. Bradley, originally from Yorkshire, 
England, married Elizabeth Sharpless at the Chester Meeting House in 
Pennsylvania on May 15, 1755. They were received at the New Garden 
Monthly Meeting (Guilford County, N.C.) in May of 1759, and they were 
granted a certificate to Dunn’s Monthly Meeting on the Cape Fear in De- 
cember of 1760. They first appear in New Hanover County records in 1763 
when Bradley and Sharpless purchased land on the Cape Fear River. Al- 
though he was a Quaker, Bradley was active in the Revolutionary movement 
in North Carolina, contributing financially to the Wilmington Committee of 
Safety and serving as paymaster for the First Regiment of N.C. Continen- 
tal Troops (1777-1778). Shortly before his death in 1782, Bradley was ap- 
pointed justice of the peace and a commissioner of confiscated property 
for the Wilmington District. New Hanover Deed Books, E, 45, 64; F, 55; 
Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, II, 71, 74; Saunders, Colonial 
Records, X, 29, 437; Clark, State Records, XI, 399, 444; XVI, 167, 1009; 
William Wade Hinshaw, Encylopedia of American Quaker Genealogy, 
(Ann Arbor, Michigan: Edward Brothers, Inc., 2 volumes, 1936), 1, 527; 
Gilbert Cope, Genealogy of the Sharpless Family (N.p., 1887 ), 47. 
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Anthony Ward 
Magnus Cowan 
Upon Examination of the returns made for working on the 
Streets We find the following persons were Deficient— 


due Frederick Gregg ......... 1 due Thomas bevenn), 2024 . Ware 2 
pd:5 )) Maengs Cowan <4. 000.5 2h. 6 due WV MAD APO ose be a cat Baws 2 
due JON MLNOIS oh 6 ee nes 10 due A Cod 29g 9 0 a ee ay 8 
due Richt MPlayer Gee Le 2 due Puke BOWew 4 ees 2 
due Thos. Henderson......... La pd Bradley & Sharpless .... 4 
due OG GGOPDUNAY Beil hai 0 oa 4 due OST SOV EIT ee el 2 
work?,. Francis Lynaugh ....... 2 due Malatiah Hamilton ...... 2 
pd. Uno, Camppellh. oily. Lae 2 due OD Hore ren Furs abe ia) ok any 72 
pd. Robt, -MeCracken))...)...4 4 due WW We Welle ecm, Bikes 2 
due Thos /Gunignam. . 45.05 2 due Henry tty ey fo tae! 2 
due Josep LOUnG .<..2.. 7.5 1 due Evan Onees te eta 4 
pd. JG: JONES Ved ee ee ae! 2 due Jer: Keenan: oe Sree 8 4 
worked Catherine Derosset!!9 .... 2 due WY eGov fh A ee Seta 2 
due stephen Player ?-4..0%, ». |: 6 due JACOO GM HOR e cies! Sia ek ols 4 
due Benjn. Stone ..... ....2% due Wm. McDowell .......... 2 
due Bridget Arlow!29 ..._..... % due HenrvaMicKay 2.2 oO 2 
pd. Marmaduke Jones ........ 8 due Mrs. Marsden’s Estate ... 6 
due Alexr. Duncan & JNO sO UINCCbs tues bn teen alee 4 

RGtnertord. 12070 ..29 due George Parkerl2! ......... 4 


119 Mrs. Elizabeth Catherine DeRosset was the second wife of Dr. Armand 
J. DeRosset. She was the daughter of Samuel Bridgen, Esquire, and the 
niece of Reverend John Bridgen, professor at Gresham College, London. 
Mrs. DeRosset appears to have been a lady of independent means, having 
received from her brother Edward, a London merchant, the family’s 960- 
acre plantation at Porters Neck on Topsail Sound. This estate was com- 
monly known as Ludlow Castle, Bridgen Hall, or Bridgen’s Pastime and 
bordered the property of Job Howe opposite to Barren Inlet. Mrs. DeRosset, 
who was widowed in 1759, lived at Chinese Temple near Wilmington and 
apparently was sympathetic to the British during the American Revolu- 
tion. She died in 1787. New Hanover Will Books, D, 215, 490; E, 408; 
K, 160, 161, 164; Saunders, Colonial Records, VI, 78, 765, 1011; New 
Hanover Wills, II, 23; IV, 51. 

120 Bridget Arlow was the widow of tavern keeper James Arlow. See 
footnote 65. 

121 George Parker, merchant, came to Wilmington from Scotland around 
1762. He served as town commissioner and justice of the peace and in 
February of 1766 took part in the Stamp Act protest at Brunswick. 
Parker departed from North Carolina in 1771; and while selling a 
portion of his Wilmington property two years later, he referred to himself 
as being of Boston in New England. He did not return to North Carolina 
during the American Revolution, and the remainder of his property fell 
under the state confiscation act. After the war, he resided in Middlesex 
County, England. New Hanover Deed Books, E, 28, 331, 334, 336, 338; 
F, 303, 304; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, II, 67, Saunders, 
Colonial Records, VII, 177-178, 279; Schaw, Journal of a Lady of Quality, 
26; English Records, Box 10. 
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pd Chas Applebee .......... 2 pd. ali, ‘QUINCE 2.07. 2 ae cae Z 
due Jas Bryant ay ee 2 <work4) Alexr. Ross...) 4-4 eee 2, 
due Henry Seyers!22 .__s._—s«disai«n 2. due Archds VROSS> 2k. a, ote oe 2 
pd. JNO Dprimes. oe PP pd. Chalwel & Rooks ........ 4 
Pd. Hawi Saul eis hae 2 due Geo? Stibbens it. 7 ea 2. 
worked. Wm. Stafford =. 24-7) 4. ... ZO; Henry ‘Toomer sc ...7 te 4 
due Robt: Wallss ee ieee 
pd JNO! MOPTIS, eat oc ee 2 
De. the Comrs. of Wilmington in Accot. with Jno. Quince Creditor 
To Cash pd. Mrs. Clays Sallary £ 6— 0—0 By Sundrey Defficiencys 
De. paid Jas. Moran 4 Rec?, 14—15—4 

Do. to Mags. Cowan & other 0—17—0 

Expenses 
De. Deliver’d the New 
Comrs, Ball. 3—18—4 
£14—15—4 


Jn°. Mortimer 
Jn°. Quince 
Anthy. Ward 
Magnus Cowan 


February the 34 1763. John Campbell, Caleb Mason, Thos. 
Cunigham, Alext. Ross and Robert McCrakan, Qualifed before 
me as Commissioners for the Town of Wilmington for the En- 
suing year agreeable to Law. 

John Lyon 


At a Meeting of the Com’. for the Town of Wilmington at the 
Court House the 21*t Day of Feb’. Anno Dom. 1763. 
Present— 
John Campbell 
Thos. Cunigham 
Robert McCrakan 
Caleb Mason 
Alexr. Ross 


James Moran was chose a Clerk for the Town for the Ensuing 
year. 


122 Henry Seyers (Sceyers, Seares, etc.), mariner, and his wife, Dorothea, 
operated an ordinary in Wilmington during the 1760s. New Hanover Deed 
Books, E, 183; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 44, 61, 68, 86. 
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M:. Alexander Ross was chose Treasurer for the Town for the 
Ensuing year. 

Ordered that no Sea Vessel for the future lye at the Town 
Wharf under the Penalty of Two Shillings & Eight pence for 
every day. 

Ordered that if any Person shall Incumber any of the Public 
Wharfs or Streets in this Town with Naval Stores or lumber of 
any kind; that if such Incumbrance is not removed in Twenty 
four Hours after landing the owner or owners thereof Shall pay 
the sum of forty Shillings for every Such offence. 

Ordered that if any person or persons for the future Shall 
presume to heat or Boil any Pitch Tarr Turpentine or Rossom 
upon any Wharf or Street in this Town or shall presume to 
make any fire on any of the Wharfs after sunset whereby any 
of the Houses in this Town may be endangered under the penalty 
of Forty Shillings as aforesaid for every such offence. 

Ordered also that if any Chimney shall get afire the Owner 
or Possessor Shall be oblige to pay forty Shillings. Resolved 
that if any person or persons Shall presume to take any of the 
Town Ladders on any Pretence whatsoever (except in case of 
Fire) without liberty first had from one of the Commissioners 
& then to be returned within Six hours, under the penalty of 
forty Shillings as aforesaid. 

Notice is hereby given that the above Orders will be punctual- 
ly put in Execution against the Offender without Distinction of 
Persons. 

It was unanimously agreed that Mr. Alex. Ross, Treasurer 
for this Town, do purchase with the Town mony as much fine 
Cloth & fringe as will be Sufficient to make a Slip & Cussian 
for the Pulpit. 

John Campbell 
Tho’. Cunningham 
Robt. McCrackan 
Alex’. Ross 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 
ton the 24t* Day of June. Present, John Campbell, Alex'. Ross, 
Thos. Cunigham, Robt. McCrakan. 

Ordered that Warrants Issue to the Constables to Summon all 
the male Taxables of said Town, to be and appear at the Court 
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House there on Thursday the 7th Day of July next with proper 
tools for working on the Streets, three Days Successively, to 
meet at 5 oClock in the forenoon. 

John Campbell 

Thos. Cunningham 

Caleb Mason 

Alex". Ross 


At a Meeting of the Com™. of the Town of Wilmington the 1 
day of July. Present, Caleb Mason, Alex'. Ross, Thos. Cunigham 
& John Cambell. 

Ordered that Warrants Issue to the Constables to summon all 
the male Taxables of s4. Town, to be & appear at the Court 
House therein on Friday the 3 Day of Nov’. with proper Tools 
for working on the Streets, two days successively. 

Caleb Mason 
Alex’. Ross 

John Campbell 
Tho’. Cunningham 


At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 
ton on Monday the 24 Day of January 1764. Present, Alex™ Ross, 
Caleb Mason, Tho* Cunigham, & Jn° Campbell. 

Upon Examination of the Returns made on working on the 
streets in July and November last we find the following persons 
were Defaulters, Viz*. 


p?. Henry McKay SIGAYSEGD L7G.” &. rnOwlet ae lene £ 0— 8—0 
Do Davide Brow iii. cte Ces ee ee ey — 8—0 
pi. Robert. McCrackariwtor selnt hy...) pat at 2— 0—0 
& Edw? Saul 
pt. WW" -Purvisncey eae cae, ee BO ee 2—13—4 
po. Bradley@ pharpless 00... ee ee ie 1— 1—4 
pt. “Richt Player) eee a ee pee — 5—4 
Do. Stephen ORicey bee es ra es Cee PAR Eee rc, —13—4 
pe. Sam Marshalls). (U0 ce eee | Mewar! 2 —13—4 
pt ine Moriiner.: 4015 (len haa ree mame get |” 8 | — 5—4 
Dae wet Sa hn. padi eM gE EN Af itil aria 1 — 5—4 
pe. JOpediah Gthiiy ccc cee os Noe oe Cy —16—0 
par’ Geos Wakely a) coe Ge ener ee mee Ne ett —13—4 
popes) ASsDLYtNy 4 ee. gO le ee Sy RS SORE: A5 slg eet 3—14—8 
pt.” >.Geoy_ Parker. he bare AL ES UE RS eh (een 1— 1—4 
pe. (Ine Pounds) eas 230. ee tar ee ee Eat ey a eee 0— 8—0 


pte» In® Jones Coa yee een eee. He ae ee 2— 0—0 
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pe Chalwell Rooke: Sey mere: alors. Sah 1— 6—8 
pe hiaenus: Cowan Aw eae ber Tears at | 1— 6—8 
pn Soloman) Cumbows areas a6 uet uu ees ee 0—13—4 
po Uno: Fenderson erm eo) Rereeaee es | 1— 6§—8 
po. Joseph ‘Leese =. t Feeaicdd eaters Sole : 13—4 
po. -wereiniiah fKheensirett. eck ocd ene Say eee 1—16—0 
p?. W™ McDowell ....... Seo Mee Pe ee gk eet ae: —13—4 
Dod os) DORR O I CoMmEE rereen Pic ehs esis ee woke ls 1— 9—4 
p?. Edw Spearman . eh iar bee dkh weme oe ake el 1— 1—4 
pt. Jn? Dubois eae! + Ce Sel err ee eee, Spare 0—10—8 
£28— 4—0 
PACOUMNIENT. 2) parties ucath Monk Ue Pavia sts et wee 1— 6—8 
29—10—8 

Still due 
Jn° Corbyn 5 days @ 2/8 .. . £ 0—13—4 
Malatiah Hamilton se Te fo a ae me — 8—0 
Buz Can DerossetimalOe vii Sau. (eS ears 1— 6—8 
Evan Jones COE Cee PT) EN. Ae en ee 1— 4—0 
Jn° Kelly RF eon che erat te ar 1— 1—4 
Jeremiah Keenan Ave ata Mish NN Uy rh case ate eg ee — 5—4 
Arch¢ Maclaine!24 Be ee. GANS Citadel —13—4 
Maurice Nevin Din Maes ak bane a ec) —13—4 
Jas’ Colson y pL Ge tei ag eo Micke Se Yd oe ty — 5—4 


Mr Alexander Ross as Town Treasurer Return’d his Accot. as follows, 
Vizt, 


123 A 1767 tax record for New Hanover County lists Solomon Cumbo as 
a “mulatto” with taxables which included one white man and two Negro 
women. New Hanover County Tax List, 1767, Secretary of State Papers, 
State Archives. 

124 Archibald Maclaine, Wilmington attorney and town commissioner, 
came from Scotland by way of Ireland prior to 1750. He became active in 
politics during the Revolutionary War period, serving on the Wilmington 
Committee of Safety and the Committee of Correspondence. He was a 
delegate to the Provincial Congress at Hillsborough in 1775, represented 
Brunswick County in the state Senate in 1777, and represented either 
Brunswick County or Wilmington in the state House of Representatives 
during 1781, 1783; 1784, and 1785 sessions. As one of the state’s most 
prominent Federalists, he also participated in the 1788 Constitutional 
Ratification Convention at Hillsborough. After the Revolution Maclaine 
represented numerous Loyalists in their efforts to reclaim property which 
had been confiscated by the state. Maclaine, who married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Jerome Rowan, owned considerable property in Wilmington, 
including a residence on Second Street south of Dock and bordering 
Maclaine’s Alley. Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 583; New Han- 
over Deed Books, F, 291; Saunders, Colonial Records, Pes 12) LAL LBZ 
Clark, State Records, XII, 1; XIII, 691; XVI, 246-250, 996; XVII, 269, 
676; XIX, 135, 234, 489; XXII, 4; Brunswick Deed Books, P, 177. 
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D° the Com* of Wilmington Contra Res, ee 
To Cash advanced to £25—12—4 By Cash rec’ as £29—10—8 
sundrys as per. Accots per Book 

To Cash Balance 3—18—4 
£29—10—8 


John Campbell 
Thos Cuningham 
Caleb Mason 
Alex’ Ross 


Tuesday Jan’. 34. 1764!25—the Freeholders mett at the Court 
house in Wilmington to Chuse Commissioners for the said Town 
for the ensuing year. Whereas there appeared that Alex’. 
Duncan, Esq'., George Parker, William Campbell, Henry Toomer 
& Caleb Mason were Chose who thereupon were Declared Duly 
Elected & are hereby Returned as such. 


Alexander Duncan, George Parker, Henry Toomer & Caleb 
Mason Qualified before me as Com" of said Town this the 12™ 
day of Jan’. 1764. 

Caleb Grainger 


At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilmington 
on Monday January 16 1764. 
Present—Alexander Duncan 
George Parker 
Henry Toomer 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 
ton on Monday Jan’. 234 1764 Present, George Parker, Henry 


125 Several entries for borough and commission government during 1763 
and 1764 were intermixed in recording without respect to chronology or 
form of government. Other entries were made at random in the closing 
pages of the town book. In order to prevent confusion, the editors have 
taken the liberty of completing commission government through 1764, 
when it ceased to function. 
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Toomer & Caleb Mason Chos* Anth’ Ward in the room of 
William Campbell who refused to Act. 
These may Certify that Anthony Ward Qualifyed before me 
as Commissioner for the Town of Wilmington. 
Caleb Grainger 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilmington 
on Monday Jan’. 234 1764. Ordered that Summons do Issue to 
the Constable to warn all the male Taxables to meet at the 
Court House in Wilmington on Friday 27 Instant with proper 
Tools to work on the Streets, to meet at 6 oClock in the fore- 
noon. 
John Jones was appointed Clerk to the Commissioners in the 

room of James Moran who resined. 

George Parker 

Anth’. Ward 

Henry Toomer 

Caleb Mason 


[Beginning at this point, the Wilmington town minutes record docu- 
ments and proceedings under Borough government. | 


GEORGE the Second by the Grace of God of Great Britain France 
and Ireland King Defender of the Faith and so forth To all and 
singular our faithful subjects Greetings. WHEREAS a commodious 
Place for Trade and Navigation Situate on the East side of Cape 
Fear River Containing about four hundred acres of Land by Act of 
Assembly of our Province of North Carolina hath been appointed and 
laid out for a Town called by the name of Wilmington a Plan whereof 
remains in the Secretary’s Office of our said Province And divers of 
our loving Subjects have seated themselves & families upon the 
same And the said Town is likely to Increase greatly in the Number 
of Inhabitants and Buildings if duly encouraged KNOW Ye that we 
being willing to encourage all our good and faithful Subjects as well 
at present residing and Inhabiting as who shall or may here after 
reside or Inhabit within the said Town of our Royal Grace good will 
certain Knowledge and mere Motion with the advice of our Council of 
our said Province, HAVE constituted and erected And by these our 
letters Patent Do constitute and erect the said Town of Wilmington 
a Borough by the name of Wilmington, and for us our Heirs and 
successors Do by these presents grant to the Inhabitants of the said 
Borough that the said Borough shall be a Borough Incorporate, con- 
sisting of a Mayor, one Person learned in the Law for bearing the 
Office of Recorder of the said Borough and Eleven Aldermen, Includ- 
ing the Mayor, which said Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen shall be a 
Body incorporate and one Community for ever in Right and in Fact 
by the name of the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen of the Borough 
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The signature and seal of Governor Dobbs appear on the charter issued 
by George II in 1760 which authorized Wilmington to function as a 
borough. Dobbs was governor from 1754 until 1765, a position to which 
he was appointed at his own request upon the death of Governor Gabriel 
Johnston. Photograph from the files of the Office of Archives and History. 


of Wilmington and as such shall be Persons able & Capable in Law to 
acquire purchase and receive Lands and Hereditaments not exceeding 
five Acres and Twenty Tenements within the said Borough and three 
hundred acres of Land within the liberties thereof and all Goods and 
Chattels whatsoever To have hold and enjoy to them and their suc- 
cessors for ever. And also that they the said Mayor, Recorder and 
Aldermen by the same name may Plead and be impleaded, prosecute 
and defend, answer and be answered in all & singular Causes, Com- 
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plaints and actions of what kind or nature soever & in all Courts and 
places and before all Judges and Justices whatsoever. AND also that 
the said Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen and their successors shall 
have one Common seal to be used for their Causes and Businesses and 
that it shall be lawful for them the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen 
and their successors their said seal at their pleasure to break, change 
and make anew from time to time as to them shall seem expedient. 
And we will and by these presents Declare name and appoint John 
Sampson Esquire to be Mayor of the said Borough for the year ensu- 
ing and until the Day for electing a Mayor hereinafter appointed and 
Marmaduke Jones Esquire to be Recorder of the said Borough and the 
said John Sampson, William Dry, Corns’. Harnett, John Lyon, John 
Dubois, Frederick Gregg, Caleb Grainger, Daniel Dunbibin, Arthur 
Mabson, Samuel Green and Moses John DeRosset, Esquires, to be 
Aldermen thereof for so long time as they shall behave themselves 
well in their Respective offices and places. AND we do further order 
and direct that the said Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen before they 
shall enter into or upon the Execution of their said offices Shall take 
the several Oaths by Law appointed for the security of our Person 
and Government and subscribe the same and the Oath by our trusty 
and well beloved Arthur Dobbs, Esquire, our Governor and Commander 
in Chief of our said Province appointed to be taken by the Mayor, 
Recorder and Aldermen of the said Borough and subscribe the Test, 
which Oaths shall be administered to them by our said Governor or 
such person or Persons as he shall authorize and appoint to ad- 
minister the same. AND to perpetuate the succession of the said 
Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen in all time to come, We will and 
grant that for the future they with the freeholders of the said 
Borough Shall assemble and meet in some convenient Place in the said 
Borough to be appointed by the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen on 
the first Monday in January in every year and shall elect and chuse 
by the major vote of those present some Alderman to be Mayor and 
the Aldermen of the said Borough to be mayor thereof for the year 
ensuing and upon the Death Removal or Resignation of the said 
Mayor or Recorder or within one month then next following that the 
said Aldermen the Mayor or Recorder whichsoever shall be then 
living shall at a time to be by them appointed together with the 
freeholders meet within the said Borough and elect and nominate 
by the major vote of those present some Aldermen to be Mayor and 
some other Person to be Recorder of the said Borough in the place 
and stead of such Mayor or Recorder so Deceased resigned or re- 
moved as the Case may require. So as the Mayor to be elected as 
herein before directed have not been Mayor of the said Borough by 
the space of one year then next preceeding and so as the Person to 
be elected Recorder be a person learned and skilled in the Law. And 
upon the Death Removal or Resignation of one or more Alderman or 
Aldermen of the said Borough or within one month next succeeding 
We grant and direct that the Mayor and Recorder with the surviving 
Aldermen and freeholders of the said Borough and Liberties at 
a time to be appointed by the said Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen 
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shall meet in some convenient place in the said Borough and elect 
and nominate by the major vote of the Persons present some other 
Person or Persons to be Alderman or Aldermen of the said Borough 
in the room and place of such Alderman or Aldermen so Deceased, 
removed or resigned as aforesaid so as the Alderman or Aldermen 
so to be elected and nominated be an Inhabitant or Inhabitants of the 
said Borough, or Liberties thereof and have each Freehold within 
the same of the Value of three hundred Pounds Proclamation money. 
And We grant and direct that the Mayor & Recorder of the said 
Borough for the time being be Justices of the Peace within the 
same the Precincts and liberties thereof which said Precincts and 
Liberties We do hereby grant and declare to be, include and contain the 
Island lying opposite to and west of the said Borough and to be, con- 
tain and extend for the Space of Two miles and a half from the 
present Court House on all other sides and parts of the said Borough. 
And that the said Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen and their suc- 
cessors be Directors of the Buildings, Wharfs, Docks, Streets and 
Alleys in the said Borough and that they or the Majority of them 
whereof the Mayor or Recorder to be one Shall have within the said 
Borough the Precincts and Liberties thereof full power and authority 
to make & appoint Constables Surveyors of the High Ways Streets 
and passages within the same and all other necessary officers and to 
rule order and Govern the Inhabitants thereof and the Buildings 
Wharfs Docks Streets and Alleys of the same as Justices of the 
Peace and Directors are or may be Authorized to do And shall have 
full power and authority to execute all the Laws Ordinances and 
Statutes in that behalf made as fully and amply as if by express 
Commission they were authorized thereto. AND further We will and 
Grant to the said Mayor Recorder and Aldermen for the time being 
full power and authority to erect and Build Work Houses, Watch 
Houses, Market houses and Houses of Correction within the said 
Borough and that they together with the Freeholders of the said 
Borough and Liberties shall and may make order and appoint such 
By Laws, Rules & Ordinances for the Regulation and good Govern- 
ment of the said Borough the Precincts and Liberties thereof as 
to them or to the major part of them Shall seem meet and Just which 
said By laws, Rules and ordinances shall be observed kept and 
performed by all manner of persons trading or residing within 
the said Borough the Precincts and Liberties thereof under such 
Reasonable Pains, Penelties and Forfeitures as shall be imposed by 
the said Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen or the major part of them 
assembled whereof the said Mayor or Recorder to be one from time 
to time not exceeding forty Shillings Proclamation to be levied by 
Distress and Sale of the Goods of the Person offending to be employed 
for the Public benefit of the said Borough at their Discretion Pro- 
vided always that the said By Laws Rules and Ordinances be conso- 
nant to Reason and Justice & not contrary to but aS near as conven- 
iently may be agreeable to the Laws acts of Assembly and Statutes 
in force or to be in force in our said Province. AND Provided 
also that no Tax to be imposed by such By Laws on the Inhabitants 
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of the said Borough and Liberties for the Public Services thereof 
exceed the sum of ten Shillings per poll by the year on the Taxables 
Persons within the same. AND Provided further that nothing be 
contained in such By Laws Rules and Ordinances which may or 
shall hinder, molest, charge or incumber or tend to hinder, molest, 
charge or incumber any Person or Persons whatsoever from or in 
trading to or in the said Borough or residing therein, or from or in 
exercising any lawful Trade, mystery or Occupation within the same 
the Precincts and Liberties thereof. AND Further we have given and 
granted to the said Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen and to their 
Successors forever and to all Freeholders of the said Borough and 
liberties hereby willing and Declaring such to be and be deemed 
Freeholders thereof on all Instances and Occasions within the mean- 
ing of these Presents who shall own an Habitable House within the 
said Borough not less than twenty feet long by sixteen feet wide with 
a Brick or Stone Chimney or Fifty Acres of Land within the Liberties 
aforesaid and for us our Heirs and Successors by these Precincts Do 
give and grant unto them full Power and absolute authority to 
name elect and send one Representative to be present sit and vote 
in the House of Assembly of our said Province of North Carolina 
and thereto do and consent to those things which by the Common 
Council of our said Province shall happen to be ordained which 
Representative so elected shall have Freehold within the said Borough 
and Liberties of the value of Three hundred Pounds Proclamation 
money, if the person so elected be actually an Inhabitant and Resident 
of the said Borough or Liberties And if he be not actually residing 
therein he shall have Freehold within the said Borough or Liberties 
of the value of Four hundred Pounds Proclamation money. AND 
We do hereby grant and order that a Writ or Writs of Election for 
a member of Assembly for the said Borough shall be Issued and 
sent to the said Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen for the time being 
when and so often as an Assembly shall be called or Occasion shall 
require and that at such Election the Mayor, Recorder or Senior 
Alderman then Present Shall attend at some convenient place in 
the said Borough by them to be appointed and there take the votes 
in a fair and open manner after Proclamation made by entring in 
a list the name of each Voter who shall Vote at such election and the 
Poll shall keep open till sun set unless the majority of the Candidates 
there present Shall agree to have it closed sooner and the Mayor, 
Recorder or Aldermen before whom such election shall be taken shall 
then cast up the number of Sufferages given for each Candidate and 
Declare the Person who shall have the greatest number to be duly 
elected a Representative and Member of Assembly and in Case of 
an Equality of votes between two Candidates who shall have the 
greatest number of Suffrages he shall have the casting Vote and 
in no other case whatsoever shall give his vote. PROVIDED always 
that all such electors and voters shall and do before they are 
admitted to vote at such Election make Oath of their Qualification 
if any Candidate shall require the same. AND Further We of our 
special Grace, certain Knowledge and mere motion for us our Heirs 


182 N.C. OFFICE OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 


and successors by these Presents give and grant to the said Mayor, 
Recorder and Aldermen of the said Borough and to their Successors 
forever full and free license Power and Authority to have hold and 
keep two markets weekly in some convenient place within the said 
Borough to be by them appointed. That is to say on every Wednesday 
& Saturday in every week. And also three Fairs yearly to be held and 
kept on the second Tuesday in January and on the first Tuesdays 
in May and November and for the two succeeding Days in every 
year for the sale and vending of all manner of Cattle, Hoggs, Horses, 
Victuals, Provisions, Goods, Wares and Merchandizes whatsoever on 
which Fair Days and on the day next before and the day next after 
each of the said Fairs all Persons coming to or being at the said Fairs 
or going therefrom together with their Cattle, Hoggs, Goods, 
Wares, and Merchandizes shall be exempt and Privileged from all 
arrests attachments and Executions except for Breach of the Peace 
and Process Issuing from the Court of Pie Powder!2® hereafter 
mentioned. And we will and grant that the Mayor, Recorder and Alder- 
men of the said Borough for the time being or any three of them 
Whereof the Mayor or Recorder Shall be one Shall and may and by 
these Presents are authorized and empowered to hold a Court of Pie 
Powder during the time of the said Fairs for hearing and Determining 
all Controversies Disputes and Quarrels that may arise and happen 
therein and for doing Justice to all Buyers and sellers and for 
redressing Disorders Committed in the same and in all things in the 
said Court and incident thereto to proceed and act according to the 
usual and legal Course in the like cases in our Kingdom of Great 
Britain. AND Further We do grant for us our Heirs and successors 
that the said Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen and their successors 
forever or any three of them whereof the Mayor or Recorder to be 
one shall and they are hereby authorized and empowered to hold a 
Court within the said Borough to wit on the first Tuesday in every 
month In which they shall have Jurisdiction of and full Power and 
Authority to hear and Determine all suits matters and things brought 
before them where the cause of action shall arise within the said 
Borough or Liberties thereof and where the Debt or Damages iS Ot 
less Value than five Pounds Proclamation money and Shall and they 
are hereby authorized and impowered to grant Judgement and to 
award Execution thereon which said Court Shall and is hereby De- 
clared to be a Court of Record and the proceedings therein shall be 
according to the Practice of the Courts of Common Law in our King- 
dom of Great Britain. And the said Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen 
and their successors Shall and are hereby impowered to appoint 
Clerks and other proper Officers of the said Courts from time to time 
as Occasion Shall require and to settle and allow reasonable fees for 
Business and Services to be done therein not exceeding the fees now 


126 The court of piepoudre or pie powder, the lowest of all English 
courts of justice, was a court of record, incident to every fair and market. 
It had jurisdiction to administer justice for all commercial injuries and 
minor offenses done in that same fair or market. 
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settled and allowed or which shall be hereafter Settled and allowed 
for the like services in the County Courts of our said Province. IN 
TESTIMONY Whereof we have caused these our Letters to be made 
Patent. WITNESS our trusty and well beloved Arthur Dobbs Esq. 
our Captain General Governor and Commander in Chief in and over 
our said Province at Brunswick the fifteenth Day of January In the 
year One thousand seven hundred and sixty and in the thirty third 
year of our Reign. 


By His Excellencys Arthur (SEAL) Dobbs 
Command 
North Carolina Brunswick 25t February 1760 


Be it remembered that in the Charter for Incorporating the 
Borough of Wilmington the words (including the Mayor) between 
the seventh and eighth lines, the word (eleven) in the eighth line, 
and the words and names (the said John Sampson, William Dry, 
Cornelius Harnett, John Lyon, John Dubois, Frederick Gregg, Caleb 
Grainger, Daniel Dunbibin, Arthur Mabson, Samuel Green, and 
Moses John DeRosset, Esqrs.) in the sixteenth line were interlined and 
wrote on Erasement by my order and Direction at the request of the 
Mayor, Recorder & Aldermen of the said Borough Signified to me by 
the Recorder thereof. 

Arthur Dobbs 


Wilmington 
North Carolina 
(Seal) GEORGE the Second by the Grace of God King 
of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender 
Copy of the Faith and so forth. To John Sampson 


Esquire Mayor Marmaduke Jones Esqr., Recorder 
and William Dry and Cornelius Harnett Esquires Aldermen of the 
Borough of Wilmington and to every of them Greeting. Know ye 
that we in Confidence of your Loyalty Prudence and Fidelity Do give 
and grant unto you and to every of you full power and authority 
jointly or severally to Administer the either to the other and to the 
rest of the Aldermen of the said Borough and to every of them the 
several oaths by Law appointed for the security of our Person and 
Government and also the Oath hereunto annexed pursuant to the 
Directions of our letters Patent bearing even date herewith for In- 
corporating the said Borough. Witness our trusty and well beloved 
Arthur Dobbs Esq. our Captain General, Governor and Commander 
in Chief in and over the said Province the fifteenth day of January 
in the year of our Lord 1760. In the thirty third year of our Reign. 

Arthur Dobbs 
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[Oath] 

You Shall truly and faithfully Execute the Duty of the Borough 
of Wilmington, And in all things relating thereto within your 
Power, You shall promote the Peace Wellfare and good Government 
of the said Borough according to the best of your Skill and Judge- 
ment 


So help you God 


In pursuance of the within Dedimus we have administered 
the Oaths within mentioned and hereto annexed to John Samp- 
son, Esq. as Mayor within mentioned. 

Marmaduke Jones 
Corn’. Harnett 


In Pursuance of the within Dedimus I have administered to 
Marmaduke Jones Recorder and to Corn’. Harnett, John Dubois, 
Fred*. Gregg, John Lyon, Daniel Dunbibin, Arthur Mabson, 
Samuel Green, & Moses John Derosset. A true Copy 

John Sampson 


At a Mayors Court Held at the Court House for the Borough 
of Wilmington on the first Tuesday in March being the 4th day 
of said month Anno Domi. 1760. 

Present— 
John Sampson, Mayor 
Marmaduke Jones, Recorder 
William Dry 
Corn’. Harnett 
John Lyon 

Esqrs. Aldermen Frederick Gregg 
Caleb Grainger 
Dan! Dunbibin 
Arthur Mabson 
Moses Jno. DeRosset 

The Court was open’d by Proclamation, and the Charter for 
the Borough of Wilmington Read openly in Court. Then the 
Mayor Record[er] and Aldermen proceeded to chose officers for 
the said Court, Vizt. James Moran Clerk & John Jones, Bailiff, 
who were both Qualified in Court by taking the Oaths and Sub- 
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scribing the Test as by Law is appointed for Qualifying of 
Officers. 

Ordered that if any Person will undertake to be a Public 
Sweep Chimney for the Town of Wilmington that they wou’d 
give in their Proposals at our next Court. And likewise that if 
any Chimney do get afire before said time that the Dweller in 
said House shall Pay Forty Shillings Proclamation. 

Marmaduke Jones 


At a Mayors Court held at the Court House for the Borough 
of Wilmington on the first Tuesday in April Anno Domi. 1760. 
Present— 
Marmaduke Jones, Esq’. Record’. 
depp Esq. Aldermen 
Court adjourned to the Court of Course. 
Marmaduke Jones, R 


At a Mayors Court Held at the Court House in Wilmington 
on the first Tuesday in May, Anno Dom. 1760. 
Present— 
Marmaduke Jones, Esq’. Recorder 
John Dubois 
Caleb Grainger 
Samuel Green 
Moses Jno. DeRosset 
Mr. Magnas Cowan Petition’d to the Court that Mr. William 
Campbell wou’d turn the run of Water between his lot & Mr. 
Cowans so as that he may be not prevented from carrying on 
his Building & pray’. for an Order to turn the s*. run of water 
where it formerly run under Mr. Campbell’s Own House and 
order’d accordingly. 
Court adjourn’d to the Court in Course. 
Marmaduke Jones, Rec. 


Esq's. Aldermen 


At a Mayors Court held at the Court House in Wilmington 
on the first Tuesday in June, Anno Dom. 1760. 
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Present— 
Marmaduke Jones Esq’. Recorder 
John Dubois 
John Lyon 
Caleb Grainger 
Moses Jno. DeRosset 
Court adjourn’d to the Court in Course 


Esq". Ald®. 


At a Mayors Court held at the Court House in Wilmington 
on the first Tuesday in July Anno Dom. 1760. 
Present 


July the 21st 1760 the Mayor Recorder & Aldermen together 
with the Freeholders of the Borough of Wilmington met at the 
Court House this Day to vote & Chuse an Alderman in the place 
of Alderman Dan!. Dunbibin Esq’. Dec when Mr’. Joshua 
Toomer was Chose an Alderman for the said Borough agreeable 
to the Charter. 


At a Mayors Court held at the Court House in Wilmington on 
the first Tuesday in August, 1760. 
Present. 


At a Mayors Court held at the Court House in Wilmington 
on the first Tuesday in September, 1760. 
Present 


At a Mayors Court held at the Court House in Wilmington 
on the first Tuesday in October, 1760. 
Present 


At a Mayors Court held at the Court House in Wilmington 
on the first Tuesday in November, 1760. 
Present 
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At a Mayors Court held at the Court House in Wilmington 
on the first Tuesday in December, 1760. 
Present 


On the first Monday in January Instant 1761 the Mayor Re- 
corder & Aldermen together with the freeholders of the Borough 
of Wilmington met at the Court House to elect & Chuse one of 
the Aldermen of the s* Borough to be Mayor thereof for the 
year Ensuing when Alderman John Dubois Esq’. was Chose by 
a majority of Votes & Qualified agreeable to y*®. Charter. 

Marmaduke Jones, Rec. 


On the first Monday in Jany. Inst. 1762, the Mayor & Aldermen 
together with the freeholders of the Borough of Wilmington met 
at the Cot House to Elect & Chuse one of the Aldermen of the 
said Borough to be Mayor thereof for the ensuing year, when 
Alderman Caleb Grainger Esq’. was chose by a majority of 
Votes. 


14 Jan’. 1762 Caleb Grainger, Esq. was duly qualified as 
Mayor of this Borough by taking the usual oath before— 
Marmaduke Jones, Recorder 
Corns Harnett 
John Lyon 
Moses Jn° DeRosset 


January the 3° 1763, the Mayor Recorder & Aldermen to- 
gether with the Freeholders met at ye Court House in Wilming- 
ton to Vote & Chose an Alderman in the room of Joshua Toomer, 
Dec’d when Mr. William Campbell was chose Alderman for 
s? Borough & Qualified agreeable to y® Charter. 

Caleb Grainger 
Marmaduke Jones 
John Sampson 
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King George II died on October 25, 1760. He was succeeded on the throne 
by his grandson George William Frederick who became George III. Hence, 


the Wilmington borough charter was renewed in the name of George III, 
although Arthur Dobbs was still governor of the province. 
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On Monday the 3° January 1763 the Mayor Recorder and 
Aldermen together with the Freeholders of the Borough of 
Wilmington met at the Court House in Wilmington to Ellect and 
Chuse one of the Aldermen of the said Borough to be Mayor 
thereof for the ensuing year When Alderman Frederick Gregg 
Esq’. was chose by a majority of Votes and Qualified for the 
same agreeable to the Charter. 

Caleb Grainger 
Marmaduke Jones 
John Sampson 


[This is the charter issued under King George III. ] 


GEORGE THE THIRD—By the Grace of God of Great Britain, 
France and Ireland, King, defender of the Faith and so forth. TO all 
and Singular our faithful Subjects, Greetings. WHERE AS a Comodi- 
ous place for Trade and Navagation Scituate on the East side of Cape 
Fear River containing about four hundred acres of Land by Act of 
Assembly of our Province of North Carolina hath been appointed 
and laid out for a Town called by the name of Wilmington, a plat 
whereof remains in the Secretary’s office of our said Province and 
divers of our loving Subjects have Seated themselves & Families 
upon the same and the said Town is likely to Increase greatly in the 
Number of Inhabitants and Buildings if duly encouraged. KNOW Y° 
that we being willing to encourage all our good and faithful Subjects 
as well at present residing & Inhabiting as who shall or may hereafter 
reside or Inhabit within the said Town or the liberties thereof as 
hereafter Limitted of our Royal Grace good will certain Knowledge 
and mere motion with the advice of our Council of our Said Province 
HAVE Constituted & Erected & by our letters patent SO constitute 
& Erect the said Town of Wilmington with the precinct & Liberties 
hereafter mentioned a Borough by the name of the Borough of Wil- 
mington, & for us our Heirs and successors do by these presents grant 
to the Inhabitants of the said Borough, that the said Borough Shall 
be a Borough Incorporate consisting of a Mayor, one Person Learned 
in the Law, for bearing the Office of Recorder of the said Borough 
and Eleven Aldermen of which the Mayor for the time being to be 
one, which said Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen shall be a Body In- 
corporate & one Community forever in right and in fact by the name 
of the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen of the Borough of Wilmington, 
And as such shall be persons able & Capable in law to acquire, pur- 
chase & Receive Lands & Hereditaments not exceeding five acres & 
Twenty Tenements within the said Borough, and three hundred 
acres of Land within the Liberties thereof & all Goods & Chattels 
Whatsoever to have hold & Enjoy, them & their Successors for ever. 
And Also that they the said Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen by the 
Same name may plead & be Impleaded, prosecute & Defend, Answer & 
be Answered in all & Singular causes Complaints & Actions of what 
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kind or nature soever and in all courts & places & before all Judges & 
Justices whatsoever. And also that the said Mayor, Recorder & 
Aldermen & their Successors Shall have one common Seal to be used 
for their causes & Business & that it shall be lawful for them, the 
Mayor, Recorder & Aldermen & their successors, their said Seal at 
their pleasure to Break, change & make anew from time to time as 
to them shall Seem expedient And we will and by these presents 
declare name and appoint Frederick Gregg, Esquire to be Mayor of 
the said Borough for the present year, and untill the Day for electing 
a Mayor hereinafter appointed, and Marmaduke Jones, Esquire to be 
Recorder of said Borough, and John Sampson, William Dry, Cornelius 
Harnett, John Lyon, John Dubois, Frederick Gregg, Caleb Grainger, 
Arthur Mabson, Samuel Green, Moses Jn° Derosset & William Camp- 
bell, Esquires to be Aldermen thereof for so long time as they shall 
behave themselves well in their respective offices & places. AND we 
do further Order & Direct that the said Mayor, Recorder & Aldermen 
before they Shall enter into or upon the Execution of their said Offices 
Shall take the Several Oaths by Law appointed for the Security of 
our person & Government and Subscribe the Same & the Oath by 
our Trusty & well beloved Arthur Dobbs, Esquire our Governor 
& Commander in Chief of our said Province appointed to be taken 
by the Mayor, Recorder & Aldermen of the said Borough & Subscribe 
the Test which Oaths Shall be Administered to them by our said 
Governor or such person or persons as he shall Authorize & appoint 
to Administer the same. AND to perpetuate the Succession of the 
said Mayor, Recorder & Aldermen in all time to come we will and 
Grant that for the future they with the Freeholders of the said 
Borough shall Assemble & meet in some convenient place in the said 
Borough to be appointed by the Mayor, Recorder & Aldermen on 
the first Monday in January in every year & Shall Elect & chuse by 
the major Vote of such of them as shall be then present One of the 
Aldermen of the said Borough to be Mayor thereof for the year 
ensuing. AND upon the Death, Removal or Resignation of the said 
Mayor or Recorder, or within one month then next following that 
the said Aldermen the Mayor or Recorder whichsoever shall be then 
living shall at a time to be by them appointed together with the 
Freeholders meet within the said Borough & Elect & nominate by 
the Major vote of those present some Alderman to be Mayor & some 
other person to be Recorder of the said Borough in the place & 
stead of such Mayor or Recorder so Deceased, Resigned or removed 
as the case may require, so as the Mayor to be Elected as herein 
before Directed have not been Mayor of the said Borough by the 
space of one year then next preceeding, And so as the person so to 
be Elected Recorder be a person Learned & Skilled in the Law. AND 
upon the Death, Removal or Resignation of one or more Alderman 
or Aldermen of the said Borough or within one month next succeed- 
ing we grant & Direct that the Mayor & Recorder with the Surviving 
Aldermen & Freeholders of the said Borough & Liberties at a time 
to be appointed by the said Mayor, Recorder & Aldermen Shall meet 
in some convenient place in the said Borough & Elect and nominate 
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by the Major Vote of the Persons Present some other person or per- 
sons to be Alderman or Aldermen of the said Borough in the Room & 
place of such Alderman or Aldermen so Deceased, removed, Resigned as 
aforesaid, So as the Alderman or Aldermen So to be Elected & 
nominated be an Inhabitant or Inhabitants of the said Borough or 
Liberties thereof, and have each Freehold within the same of the 
Value of three hundred Pounds Proclamation mony. AND we grant 
& Direct that the Mayor & Recorder of the said Borough for the 
time being be Justices of the Peace within the same the Precincts & 
Liberties thereof Which said Precincts and Liberties we do hereby 
grant & Declare to be Included & Contain the Island lying opposite 
to & West of the said Borough & to be, contain & Extend for the 
Space of two miles & a half from the present Court House on all 
other Sides & parts of the said Borough. AND that the said Mayor, 
Recorder & Aldermen & their Successors be Directors of the Build- 
ings, Wharfs, Docks, Streets & Alleys in the said Borough & that 
they or the majority of them, whereof the Mayor or Recorder to be 
one, Shall have within the s*. Borough the Precincts & Liberties 
thereof full power & Authority to make & appoint Bailiefs, Constables, 
Surveyors of the Highways, Streets & passages within the same & 
all other necessary Officers, And to rule, order & Govern the Inhabi- 
tants thereof & the Buildings, Wharfs, Docks, Streets & Alleys of the 
same as Justices of the Peace & Directors are or may be Authorized 
to do & shall have full power & Authority to Execute all the Laws, 
Ordinances & Statutes in that behalf made as fully & amply as if by 
Express Commission they were Authorized thereto. AND further we 
will & grant to the s4. Mayor, Recorder & Aldermen for the time being 
full power & authority to erect & build Work Houses, Watch Houses, 
Market Houses & Houses of Correction within the said Borough & 
that they together with the Freeholders of the s(. Borough & Liber- 
ties or the majority there present, shall or may make, order & 
appoint such byLaws, Rules & Ordinances for the Regulation & good 
Government of the s4. Borough the Precincts & Liberties thereof as 
to them or the majority of them Shall Seem meet & J ust, which said 
by-laws rules & Ordinances Shall be observed kept & performed by 
all manner of persons Trading or Residing within the said Borough 
the Precincts & Liberties thereof Under such reasonable pains, penal- 
ties & Forfeitures as shall be imposed by the s?. Mayor Recorder & 
Aldermen or the major part of them Assembled whereof the s4, 
Mayor or Recorder to be one from time to time not exceeding forty 
Shillings Proclamation mony to be Levied by Distress & Sale of the 
Goods of the person Offending to be employed for the public benefit 
of the said Borough at their Discretion. PROVIDED always that 
the s4. By Laws, rules and Ordinances be consonant to reason & 
Justice & not contrary to but as near as conveniently may be agreeable 
to the Laws, Acts of Assembly & Statutes in force or to be in force 
in our said Province. AND PROVIDED also that no Tax to be 
Imposed by such By Laws on the Inhabitants of the s4. Borough & 
Liberties for the public Services thereof exceed the sum of Ten 
Shillings per poll by the year on the Taxable persons within the 
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same. AND PROVIDED further that nothing be contained in such 
By Laws, rules & Ordinances which may or shall hinder, molest, 
charge or Incumber or tend to hinder, molest, charge or incumber 
any person or persons whatsoever from or in trading to or in the 
said Borough, or residing therein or from or in exercising any Lawful 
Trade mystery or Occupation within the same the precincts & Liber- 
ties thereof. AND further we have given & granted to the said Mayor, 
Recorder & Aldermen & to their successors for ever, And to all Free- 
holders of the s*. Borough & Liberties (hereby willing & Declaring 
such to be & be Deemed Freeholders thereof on all Instances & 
Occasions within the meaning of these present who shall own an 
Habitable House within the said Borough not less than Twenty feet 
long by Sixteen feet wide with a Brick or Stone Chimney or Fifty 
Acres of land within the Liberties aforesaid) & for us our Heirs & 
Successors by these presents, DO give and grant unto them full power 
& absolute Authority to name, Elect & send one Representative to be 
present, Sit & Vote in the House of Assembly of our s¢ Province of 
North Carolina & there to do & consent to those things which by the 
Common Council of our said Province Shall happen to be Ordained 
which representatives so Elected Shall have Freehold within the sald 
Borough & Liberties of the Value of three hundred pounds procla- 
mation Mony if the person so Elected be Actually an Inhabitant 
and resident of the said Borough or Liberties & if he be not 
actually residing therein he shall have freehold within the said 
Borough or Liberties of the Value of Four Hundred pounds Procla- 
mation mony. AND we do hereby grant & Order that a writ or writts 
of Election for a member of Assembly for the said Borough Shall 
be Issued & sent to the s*. Mayor Recorder & Aldermen for the 
time being when & so often as an Assembly shall be called or occasion 
shall require & that at such Election the Mayor Recorder or senior 
Alderman then present shall attend at some convenient place in the 
s4, Borough by them to be appointed & there take the votes in a fair 
& open manner after Proclamation made by entering in a list the 
name of each voter who shall vote at such election & the poll shall 
keep open till sunset unless the majority of the candidates there 
present Shall agree to have it closed sooner & the Mayor Recorder or 
Alderman before whom such election shall be taken shall then cast 
up the number of Suffrages given for each Candidate & declare the 
person who shall have the greatest number to be duly elected a 
Representative & member of Assembly & in case of an equality of 
votes between two Candidates who shall have the greatest number 
of Suffrages he shall have the casting Vote & in no other case 
whatsoever shall give his vote. PROVIDED always that all such 
Electors & Voters shall & do before they are admitted to vote at such 
Election make Oath of their Qualification if any Candidate shall 
require the same. AND further we of our Special Grace certain 
Knowledge and mere motion for us our Heirs & Successors by these 
presents give & Grant to the Said Mayor Recorder & Aldermen of 
the said Borough & to their successors for ever full & free power 
license & authority to have hold & keep two markets weekly in some 
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convenient place within the said Borough to be by them appointed that 
is to say on every Wednesday & Saturday in every week and also 
three Faires yearly to be held & kept on the second Tuesday in 
January & on the first Tuesday in May & November and for the 
two succeeding Days in every year for the sale & Vending of all 
manner of Cattle Hoggs Horses Victuals Provisions Goods Wares 
& Merchandizes whatsoever on which Fair days & on the Day next 
before & the Day next after each of the said Faires all persons com- 
ing to or being at the said Faires or going therefrom together with 
their Cattle Hoggs Horses Goods Wares & Merchandize Shall be 
exempt & Priviledged from all arrests Attachments & Executions 
except for Breach of the peace and Processes Issuing from the 
Court of Pie Powder hereafter mentioned. AND we will & grant that 
the Mayor Recorder & Aldermen of the said Borough for the time 
being or any three of them whereof the Mayor or Recorder shal] 
be one, Shall & may & by these presents are Authorized & Im- 
powered to hold a Court of Pie Powder During the time of the 
said Faires for hearing & Determining all controversies disputes & 
Quarrels that may arise & happen therein & for doing Justice to 
all Buyers & Sellers & for redressing Disorders committed in the 
Same & in all things in the said Court & Incident thereto to proceed 
& act according to the usual & Legal Course in the like Cases in 
our Kingdom of Great Britain. AND further we do grant for us 
our Heirs & successors that the said Mayor Recorder & Aldermen 
and their successors for ever or any three of them whereof the 
Mayor or Recorder to be one Shall & they are hereby Authorized & 
Impowered to hold a Court within the said Borough every Two 
Months to wit on the Second Tuesdays in January, March, May, 
July, September & November, in every year in which they Shall 
have Jurisdiction of and full power & Authority to hear & Determine 
all suits matters & things brought before them where the causes of 
Action Shall arise within the s¢. Borough or Liberties thereof & 
where the Debt or Damage does not Exceed Twenty Pounds Procla- 
mation money & shall & they are hereby Authorized & Impowered 
to grant Judgment & to award Execution thereon, which said Court 
shall & is hereby Declared to be a Court of Record & the proceedings 
therein shall be according to the Practice of the Courts of Common 
Law in our Kingdom of Great Britain. AND the said Mayor Recorder 
& Aldermen and their Successors Shall & are hereby Impowered 
to appoint Clerks and other proper Officers of the said Courts from 
time to time as Occasion Shall require & to Settle & Allow reasonable 
fees for Business & services to be done therein not exceeding the 
fees now settled & allowed or which shall be here after settled and 
allowed for the like services in the County Courts of our said 
Province. In Testimony whereof we have caused these our Letters to 
be made Patent. WITNESS our trusty & well beloved 


Arthur Dobbs 
Esquire our Captain General Governor and Commander in Chief 
in and over our said Province at Brunswick the fifth day of March 
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in the year of our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and Sixty 
Three and in the Third year of our Reign. 
Arthur Dobbs (SEAL) 
By his Excellencys Command 
Benjamin Heron, Sec. 


N°. Carolina GEORGE the Third by the Grace of God, King of 
Great Britain, France and Ireland Defender of the Faith & so 
forth. TO Frederick Gregg Esquire Mayor, Marmaduke Jones Es- 
quire Recorder, and John Lyon, and John Dubois, and Caleb Grainger 
Esquires, Aldermen of the Borough of Wilmington and to every of 
them Greeting. KNOW ye that we in confidence of your Loyalty, 
prudence & fidelity Do give & Grant unto you & to every of you 
full power and Authority Jointly or Severally to administer the 
Either to the Other & to the Rest of the Aldermen of the said 
Borough and to every of them the several Oaths by Laws appointed 
for the Security of our Person & Government And also the Oath here- 
unto Annexed pursuant to the Directions of our Letters Pattent 
bearing even date herewith for Incorporating the said Borough. 

WITNESS our Trusty and well beloved Arthur Dobbs, Esq’. our 
Captain General Governor & Commander in Chief in and over the 
said Province the fifth day of March in the year of our Lord One 
thousand Seven hundred and Sixty three, In the third year of our 
Reign. 

Arthur Dobbs 
YOU shall truly and faithfully Execute the Duty or eat tie 
Borough of Wilmington & in all things relateing thereto within your 
Power you Shall promote the peace welfare & good Government of the 
said Borough according to the best of your Skill and Judgement, 
So help you God 


In presence of the within Dedimus we have administered the 
Oaths within mentioned & hereunto annexed to Frederick Gregg, 
Esquire as Mayor within mentioned this 22° Day of March 1763. 

In presence of the within Dedimus I have administered the 
Oaths to Marmaduke Jones, Esq’., Recorder, And to Corn*. 
Harnett, John Lyon, John Dubois, Caleb Grainger, Arthur 
Mabson, Samuel Green, Moses Jn°. Derosset & William Campbell, 
Esquires, Aldermen, this 22°. Day of March 1763. 

James Moran was chose Clerk for the Borough of Wilmington 
& John Jones was likewise chose Bailiff for the aforesaid 
Borough. 

The Town Charter was openly read, And ordered that an 
Advertisement be put up at the Court House to warn all the 
Freeholders together with the Mayor, Recorder & Aldermen of 
the said Borough to meet at the aforesaid Court House on 
Tuesday the 29 Instant in order to make & appoint such 
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The John Collett map of North Carolina, 1770, was dedicated to the 
reigning King George III. Collett noted on his map the estates of many 
Wilmington men; clearly visible are the names Heron, Ancrum, Jones, 
Rutherfurd, Quince, Rowan, Murray. Note Heron’s Bridge, which was one 
of the first drawbridges in America. Photograph from the files of the 
Office of Archives and History. 


Bylaws, Rules & Ordinances for the Regulation and good 
Government of the said Borough, the Precinct & Liberties there- 
of as to them or the majority of them shall seem meet & just. 


March the 29 1763—The Mayor & Aldermen together with 
the Freeholders met at the Court House this Day agreeable 
to the above Order — Present — 

Frederick Gregg, Mayor & Corn‘. Harnett, Jn° Lyon, Jn°. 
Dubois, Samuel Green, Moses John Derosset, & William Camp- 
bell, Esqr*., Aldermen. And Jn°. Mortimer, Anthony Ward, 
Tho’. Cunnigham, Samuel Marshall, Magnus Cowan, Caleb 
Mason, Alex’. Ross, Jn°. Gairns, Richard Player, Stephen Player; 
Robert Wails, Jeremiah Keenan, Freeholders. 

When & Where it was unanimously agreed the following rules 
be observed by the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen & freeholders of 
the Borough afores*, in all debates, Vizt. 

l.st. The person Speaking to Address himself to the Mayor 

standing. 
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2.4 No person to Interrupt another whilst he is Speaking. 

3.rd No person to Speak more than twice in any Debate. 

Ordered that all fresh Beef, Mutton, Veal, Pork, Venison, fish, 
Fowl, Eggs, Butter & all other fresh Provisions that is Brought 
into the Borough for sale, Shall be first taken to the Market 
House, & there Publickly Exposed for sale till ten oClock in the 
forenoon, And the owner or owners of such Provisions having 
any remaining upon hand after that Hour shall be at liberty to 
Hawk them about for Sale. And all & every person bringing 
such Provisions for sale to this Borough after the Hour of 
Ten oClock as aforementioned Shall be also Carried to the 
Market House & there Publickly Exposed for sale for one hour, 
& after that time may be at liberty to Hawk any of the afore- 
said provisions that may remain upon hand about for sale as 
aforesaid. And if any person or persons, Owner or Owners of 
such provisions Shall dispose of them contrary to the above 
rules, Both buyer & seller upon conviction made thereof by the 
Oath of one Evidence shall forfeit & pay the sum of five shillings 
Procl money each for every such offence, to be recovered by a 
warrant under the hand & Seal of the Mayor. 


Ordered that if any Distempered or unwholesome meat be 
knowingly exposed for sale by any person or persons within this 
Borough, he or they shall forfeit the same, and also be obliged 
to pay the sum of Forty Shillings Procl money to be recovered 
as aforesaid. 


Ordered that a Tax of Four Shillings Procl money per pole 
be levied on all the Taxable persons within the aforesaid 
Borough the precincts and Liberties thereof for the year 1763 
to be laid out in purchasing a proper Standard of Weights & 
measures & for Defraying the Expence of Building a Market 
House in the Borough of Wilmington. 

It is further Ordered that all persons who bring Beef to 
said Borr: for sale, shall be obliged to supply every person there 
with it cut up into pieces or otherwise, they paying for the 
same. 

Notice is hereby given to all manner of persons Trading or 
residing within the s‘. Borough, the Precincts & Liberties there- 
of, that the above laws will be put in force against all manner 
of persons not complying therewith at one month from the date. 

Fred*. Gregg, May’. 
Corns. Harnett 
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John Lyon 

Jn°. DeBois 

Caleb Grainger 
Moses Jn°. DeRosset 
William Campbell 


In presence of the within Dedimus, I have Administered the 
Oaths to John Sampson and William Dry Esquires Aldermen 
agreeable to the Charter the 224 Day of April Anno Domi 1763. 

A true Copy 


Borough of Wilmington 
At a Mayors Court held at the Court House in Wilmington on 
the Second Tuesday in May in the third year of our Reign 
Anno Domi 1763. 
Present 
Frederick Gregg, Esq™. Mayor 
Cornelius Harnett 
John Lyon 
John DuBois 
Caleb Grainger 
Moses Jn°. Derosset| 
William Campbell 
James Colson!?? was chose Clerk for the Borough afores‘. 
in the room of Ja’. Moran who resigned. John Jones was chose 
Bailief for said Borough and both Qualified in Court agreable to 
ve. Charter. 
The Court adjourned to y®. Court in Course. 
Fred*®. Gregg Mayt 
Corn’. Harnett 
John Lyon 
Jn°. DuBois 
Caleb Grainger 
William Campbell 


Esq's. Aldermen 


127 James Colson, borough clerk, later served as county surveyor before 
dving in 1784. Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, II, 68; New Hanover 
Will Books, C, 52. 
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Borough of Wilmington 

At a Meeting held at the Court house in Wilmington by the 
Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Freeholders then present unani- 
mously agreed upon the following by Law, viz. 

That if any person being an Inhabitant of the Borough or 
Liberties of Wilmington shall upon any pretence Whatsoever, 
Ten days after the passing this Law, presume to Rent or hire 
any Tenement to a Slave or receive any Consideration for the 
same such person shall forfeit & pay the Sum of Forty Shillings 
Proc’ money for every month such Slave shall possess such 
Tenement. To be recovered by Warrant under the hand and 
Seal of the Mayor or Recorder of the Borough, unless such 
person will make Oath that he or She hath not Directly or 
Indirectly received any Rent Hire or Consideration whatsoever 
from such Slave. 

Fred®. Gregg, May’. 
Corn’. Harnett 

Jn°. Debois 
William Campbell 


Borough of Wilmington 
At a Mayors Court held at the Court house in Wilmington 
on the second Tuesday in July in the third year of his Majestys 
Reign Ano domni 1763. 
Present — 
Frederick Gregg Esq’. Mayor 
Caleb Grainger 
Samuel Green Esq". Aldermen 
William Camble 
The Court Adjourned to the Court in Course 
Fred*. Gregg, May’. 
Caleb Grainger 
Sam! Green 
William Cambell 


Borough of Wilmington 
At a Mayors Court held at the Court House in Wilmington 
on the second Tuesday in September in the third year of His 
Majesties Reign Ano domni 1763. 
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Present 
Frederick Gregg Esq’. Mayor 
Caleb Grainger 
Samuel Green Esq's Aldermen 
William Camble 
The Court Adjourned to the Court in Course. 
Fred*. Gregg May’. 


Borough of Wilmington 
At a Mayors Court held at the Court House in Wilmington 
on the second Tuesday in November in the third year of his 
Majesties Reign A. D. 1763 
Present — 
Frederick Gregg, Esq'. Mayor 
Caleb Grainger, Samuel Green, William Camble, Esqr*. 
Aldermen. 
The Court adjourned to the Court in Course. 
Fred*. Gregg, May’. 


Borough of Wilmington 

At a meeting of the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, and Free- 
holders of the Borough of Wilmington at the Court house there- 
in in Common Council this thirtieth day of November in the 
fourth Year of his Majesty’s Reign and in the year of our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred and Sixty three. Present—Frederick 
Gregg, Esq Mayor, Moses Deroset, Corn’. Harnett, Esqr* Alder- 
men, together with a Number of the freeholders of the said 
Borough. 


THE FOLLOWING LAWS WERE PASSED 


A Law for appointing and Regulating the Publick Marketts 
within the Borrough of Wilmington and for preventing the 
Forestalling of Provisions coming to the said Marketts—Viz*. 

Whereas the appointing proper Market places for the vending 
of all kinds of provisions within this Borrough, and for regulat- 
ing the same will be found to be benefisial to the country people 
as also to the Inhabitants of the same— 
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Be it Ordained by the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Free- 
holders of the Borrough of Wilmington convened in Common 
Council, and it is hereby Ordained by the Authority of the 
same, That all persons bringing any fresh Beef, Mutton, Veal, 
Pork, Fish, Butter, Cheese, Bacon, Poultry, and other pro- 
visions by land shall expose the same to sale under the Court 
house in Market Street. And that every person bringing any or 
either of the said Commodities or provisions by Water shall 
Expose the same to sale at the Publick Wharf in Market Street 
and at no other place within the said Borrough, and Custom or 
Usage to the Contrary notwithstanding. 

And be it further Ordained, by the Authority aforesaid that 
all persons Whatsoever, either by themselves or their servants 
or slaves bringing any Fresh Beef, Mutton, Veal, Pork, Fish, 
Eggs, Butter, Cheese, Bacon, Poultry or any other kind of 
Provisions whatsoever (Vegitables, & Milk Excepted) shall not 
offer the same for sale in any of the Streets or other parts of 
the said Borrough but at the Court house and at the publick 
Wharf in Market Street aforesaid under the penalty of Ten 
Shillings proclamation money for every such offence to be 
recovered and applied as herein after is directed. And any 
inhabitant or other person within the said Borrough who shall 
by themselves, or their servants or slaves, purchase any of the 
said articles or other provisions of any person whatsoever 
before they have been first offered for sale at either of the 
said places shall forfit and pay the sum of Ten Shillings procla- 
mation money for every such offence to be recovered and applied, 
as herein after is directed. 

And that the inhabitants of the said Borrough may be served 
with provisions in small quantyties, Be it further Ordained by 
the Authority aforesaid, That every Butcher or other person 
bringing fresh Beef to either of the said Markets shall not sell 
the same by the Quarter in less than one hour, that the In- 
habitants of the said Borrough may be served with small 
quantities, under the penalty of forfiting ten Shillings procla- 
mation money for each and every such offence to be recovered 
and applied as hereafter is directed. 

And be it further ordained by the Authority aforesaid that 
to the intent that forestalling of Victuals or other provisions 
may be the better prevented and to enable the House-keepers 
to buy at the first hand, no person or persons from and after the 
Publication hereof shall buy, sell or cause to be bought or sold 
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any victuals or other provisions whatsoever within the said Bor- 
rough or the Liberties thereof coming to either of the said 
Markets or places, or make any Contract, promise or bargain, 
for the selling, Haveing or buying of the same or any part 
thereof, so coming to either of the said Marketts or places be- 
fore the same shall be brought into one or other of the said places 
and there offered publickly for sale, under the penalty that as 
well every person selling or contracting as every person so 
buying or contracting, either by themselves or their servants or 
slaves, shall irrespectively forfit and pay for each and every 
offence, the sum of Ten Shillings proclamation money to be 
recovered and applied as here after is directed. 

And be it further Ordained by the Authority aforesaid, That 
no unwholesome or stale Victuals, no Blown meat, Bulls flesh, 
Murrain Beef, Ram Mutton, or Leprous Swine, be sold or ex- 
posed to sale in either of the said Markets or places or within 
any of the parts of this Borrough under the Penalty of Twenty 
Shillings proclamation money for every such offence to be 
recovered and applied as herein after is directed. 

And be it further Ordained by the Authority aforesaid, That 
all and every the Penalties and Forfeitures which shall here- 
after be incurred and forfeited by Virtue of this Law, shall be 
recovered before the Mayor, Recorder, or any two of the 
Aldermen, and upon due proof being made thereof, shall be 
levied by Warrants & distress on the Goods and Chattels of 
every such delinquent with Costs of Suit, and to be applied 
toward the General Stock of the said Borrough. 

A Law for Marking of Bread and Regulating the assise there- 
of within the Borrough of Wilmington. — 

Be it Ordained by the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Free- 
holders of the Borrough of Wilmington Convened in Common 
Council, And by the Authority of the Same. — 

That from hence forth every Baker within this Borrough 
shall put a mark with the Initial Letters of his or her Christian 
and Sirname plainly to be seen upon all the Loaf Bread he or 
she shall expose for sale within the said Borrough, upon pain 
of forfeiting all such Bread not so marked as aforesaid, to be 
distributed to the Poor of the said Borrough at the Discretion 
of the Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen, or one or more of them, 
Who are hereby authorised to hear and determine the same. 

And Be it further ordained by the Authority aforesaid, That 
the Mayor of the said Borrough for the time being do once in 
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every two months, or oftener if he shall see cause, appoint a fit 
person or persons to View and Examine Bread, and to inspect 
the goodness thereof, and see that the same be of full and due 
assise. 

And be it further Ordered by the Authority aforesaid, That 
all Bakers within this Borrough do make their Bread Good, and 
according to the assise herein after established or that may from 
time to time be established under the penalty of forfeiting all 
such Bread to the Poor, as shall be found not Good or wanting 
of the due assise and also a fine of Twenty Shillings Proclama- 
tion money, for each and every offence to be recovered by the 
Mayor, and upon proof being made thereof shall be levied by 
Warrant of Distress on Goods and Chattles of the Delinquent 
with Costs of Suit and to be applied towards the General stock 
of the said Borrough. 

And be it further ordained by the Authority aforesaid, That 
the Mayor of this Borrough for the Time being shall at least 
once in every month or oftener if he shall think it necessary 
enquire the price of flour and give publick notice how much 
the four penny and Eight penny Loaves shall weigh, or in 
proportion for Larger Loaves. 

And be it further ordained by the Authority aforesaid, That, 
the assise of Loaf Bread shall for the future be regulated by the 
following Table, a Copy of which shall be delivered by the Clerk 
of this Borrough to every Baker within the same. 

A Table of the Assise of Loaf-Bread Calculated for the 
Various prices of the Best Common flour from Twelve Shillings 
to Thirty two per hundred. By w“. the Baker is allowed on an 


Average 12 per Ct. for Baking. [See p. 153 for chart and sig- 
natures. | 


On Monday the 2nd January 1763 [1764], the Mayor, Re- 
corder and Aldermen together with the Freeholders of the 
Borough of Wilmington met at the Court House in Wilmington 
to Ellect and Chuse one of the Aldermen of the Borough to be 
Mayor thereof for the Ensuing Year When Alderman Caleb 
Grainger, Esq’. was chose by a majority of Votes and Qualified 
for the same agreable to the Charter. 

Marmaduke Jones 
Corn’. Harnett 
Fred*®. Gregg 
William Campbell 


THE WILMINGTON TOWN Book 153 


ee sSs—h 


No. 8 penny No. 4 penny 


loaves in loaves in 
aarp ri aoa hele by 
oO f 

Price of Weight of Weight of ilewine allen ite Sree be 

Flour per. 8 penny 4 penny 28% pr/Ct 28% pr/Ct pounds of 
100 weight loaves loaves Baking Baking bread sold 
£ Ss Lbs. Ozs. Lbs. Ozs. £ Ss 

12 3 9 1 12% 36 2 1 4 

13 | 3 f 1 11% 37% 75 1 5 

| 14 Stil bi ai AUN tOIsMC SS 78 inves 
Lr dante Sh uik 3 44 Wy woud he nOag Ae AGE ea ced Lat arey 

| 163.) 3 1 pe 8%, 42 82 1 8 

| LPP SAP oe iG LP Tae) Asta 87 ve 
2 1Sve Mb OIg id eae LTR gt bag 90 10 
Pm 19) A bs S i 6 46% 92 uf 11 
pen LSS RN Ve TTS Ula Ae Vint Got 96 eve gl. 
Bmw t oo tiuae. Onn tN fon RAG 49% 99 tle dank: 
PD Oe wih e Mi Bie Sr (arte BLN het O8 1 14 
Ceatitiel Maet ei Qyphi Ti) Meee M8 ene, win G 1 815 
= a 4 = 2 6 ‘ 1 3 54 108 1 16 
Ay 1 Bons 2 5 ie 1 2% 55% 111 1 17 
a 1 6 a 4 4 b> 1 2 57 114 1 18 
i 1 7 5 2 3 =I i 1% 58% 117 1 19 

Z 8 2. ee 2 2 1 1 60 120 a 
co) 24 

= 1 9 @ 2 1% x 1 4 61% 123 y a 
TRA L Ogee ION SANE % 68 126 BEM 0d 

1 11 a 1 638% 127 Z 3 

1 12 1 15 15% 66 132 Ys 4 


£23 12 £35 14 


Fred*. Gregg, May. 
Moses Jn° DeRosset 
Corn’. Harnett 


On Monday the Seventh day of January in the year of our 
Lord One thousand seven hundred and sixty five. The Mayor, 
Recorder, Aldermen and Free holders of the Borrough of Wil- 
mington met at the Court House therein in order to Elect and 
Chuse a Mayor for the present Year, when Alderman Frederick 
Gregg was chosen and accordingly Declared duly Elected. 

Caleb Grainger, Mayor 
Marmaduke Jones 
Corn: Harnett 

Sam! Green 

John Lyon 
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On Monday the fourteenth day of January in the year of our 
Lord One thousand seven hundred and sixty five the Mayor, 
Recorder, Aldermen and Freeholders of the Borrough of Wilming- 
ton convened in Common Council at the Court House therein. 
Present— 

The Worshipful Frederick Gregg, Esquire, Mayor, Cornelius 
Harnett, John Lyon, John Dubois, Caleb Grainger, Samuel 
Green, and William Campbell, Esquires, Aldermen. Together 
with a Number of the Freeholders of the said Borrough. 

In order to amend and Confirm such By-Laws as had been 
heretofore ordained, and to frame such other laws as should be 
judged necessary for the good Government of this Borrough. 
When after several debates it was Unanimously agreed to Con- 
firm the Law for regulating the Markets with amendments, to 
pass the following law for preventing the dangerous conse- 
quences of fire, and to pospone any other Business of this 
meeting untill Monday the Twenty first day of January Instant. 
And the Town Clerk is hereby ordered to Issue a summons for 
the freeholders to meet accordingly. 

An Ordinance to Amend an Ordinance intitul’d a Law for 
appointing and regulating The Marketts in the Borrough of 
Wilmington and for preventing the forestalling of provisions 
coming to the said Market. 

WHEREAS in the Law passed for appointing and regulating 
the Markets in this Borrough, There are no particular times 
fixed for Opening and Closing the said Markets: Be it There- 
fore Ordained by the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Free- 
holders of the Borrough of Wilmington Convened in Common 
Council, and it is hereby Ordained by the authority of the 
same, 

That from and after the passing of this Ordinance The 
Markets in the Borrough of Wilmington from the Twentieth 
day [of] March to the twentieth day of September inclusive 
yearly shall begin at five of the Clock in the morning and con- 
tinue until the hour of nine, And from the twenty first day of 
September to the nineteenth day of March inclusive at seven of 
the Clock in the morning and continue until the hour of ten. 
After which times respectively all persons shall be at liberty to 
hawk there provisions for sale about the Streets, Provided al- 
ways, that Eggs may be hawked about during the Market 
hours, anything in the before recited Law to the contrary 
notwithstanding. And provided also, that the Town Bell shall 
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ring for the space of fifteen minutes before the Markett begins. 
And Provided further, That all kinds of provisions which shall 
or may Come to this Borrough either by land or Water after sun 
set (Except as in the before going Law excepted, and Except 
slaughtered Meat and fresh fish) shall not be exposed to sale 
untill the morning following, under the penalty of five shillings 
Proclamation money to be paid by cash of the persons buying 
and selling such provisions either by themselves or their ser- 
vants or slaves or any other person or persons employed by him, 
her, them or any of them to be recovered and applied as in the 
before recited law is directed. 

And Whereas the Market in this Borrough is generally but 
indiffirently supplied with provisions on the Markett days, Be it 
therefore ordained by the authority aforesaid, that the same 
hours and Market places shall be observed by every person 
buying and selling provisions in the said Borrough, And the 
same notice given, on every other day of the week (Sundays 
excepted) as on the Market days, any Custom or usage to the 
Contrary notwithstanding. 

And be it further Ordained by the authority aforesaid that 
all and every person or persons incurring the several fines, 
penalties and forfeitures in this or the before recited law for a 
breach or breaches of the same on the Market days, shall incur 
the same fines, penalties and forfeitures for the same offences 
on every other day in the week (except as before excepted) to 
be recovered and applied in manner as in this, and the before 
recited law directed. 

A Law for the preventing of Fire in the Borrough of 
Wilmington 

WHEREAS the frequent Instances of the Destruction made 
by Fire in Towns renders it highly necessary to use all possible 
precaution against the like Calamities— 

Be it Ordained by the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Free- 
holders of the Borrough of Wilmington Convened in Common 
Council, and it is hereby Ordained by the Authority of the same; 


That if any Inhabitant within this Borrough shall suffer his, 
her or their Chimney to be on fire, by blazing out of the top 
of such chimney, such Inhabitant dwelling in such House, 
where such Chimney shall be so on fire, Shall forfeit for every 
Chimney that shall be so on fire the sum of Forty Shillings 
Proclamation money to be recovered by a Warrant from the 
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Mayor and applied to the publick Stock of the said Borrough. 
And in all trials for forfeitures Claimed by the Corporation for 
such Chimnies as shall be so on fire, the Onus Probandi shall lie 
on the defendant. 


And be it further Ordained by the Authority aforesaid— 
That Every person Inhabiting any House within this Bor- 
rough that hath three fire places therein shall within nine 
months after the passing of this Law provide two good and 
substantial Leather Bucketts and every House of fewer fire 
places one Lether Buckett, And every such Inhabitant shall 
also provide one Bag and one Baskett of such sizes and demitions 
as are Usual in other Towns for the like purposes, to be ready 
in the most publick place in their said house, And that the 
said Bags, Basketts and Bucketts be marked at least with the 
Initial Letters of the Owners name. And if any housekeeper 
within this Borrough shall neglect to procure and have ready in 
his house as aforesaid a Bag, Baskett and the number of 
Bucketts in manner as herein before directed, such House-keeper 
shall forfeit and pay for every such neglect the sum of Twenty 
Shillings proclamation money to be recovered and applied as 
herein before directed. 


And Be it Further Ordained by the authority aforesaid— 
That all Bags, Basketts and Bucketts which shall be used in 
Extinguishing any fire in the said Borrough, shall by the person 
or persons using the same be returned to the Owner or owners 
thereof in forty eight hours after such fire shall be Extinguished 
under the penalty of five Shillings proclamation money to be 
recovered and applied as herein before directed. And if the 
Owner or Owners of such Bags, Baskets or Buckets are not 
known such Bags, Basketts or Buckets shall, within the time 
before mentioned be delivered by the person using the same to 
such officer of the Borrough as the Mayor, Recorder and Alder- 
men or any three of them, whereof the Mayor or Recorder to be 
one, shall direct or appoint to receive the same, under the like 
penalty of five Shillings proclamation money to be recovered 
and applied as herein before directed. 

Read and confirmed in Common Council, the words (and 
Except slaughtered meat and fresh fish) being first interlined 
in the nineteenth line on the second page. 

Frederick Gregg, Mayt 
Corn* Harnett 
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John Burgwin owned two beautiful homes, one in Wilmington at the 
corner of Third and Market streets, and another at Castle Hayne which 
was beyond Wilmington’s northern boundary. Shown in top photograph is 
the formal garden at the rear of the Wilmington home, called now the 
Burgwin-Wright or the Cornwallis House. (Photography by Southeastern 
Engraving Company, Wilmington, N.C.) The house below, which no longer 
exists, was the lovely Hermitage, built on Burgwin’s Castle Hayne planta- 


tion. (Photograph of an etching copied in Magazine of American History, 
Volume 16, 1886.) 
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On this page are pictured two front views of the Burgwin-Wright, or 
Cornwallis House, taken at opposite angles, and two famous people asso- 
ciated with its history. John Burgwin fled to Europe in 1781 as the British 
invaded the area, but he returned and reclaimed his property after the 
Revolution. When Lord Charles Cornwallis marched into Wilmington on 
April 7, 1781, the British general is reputed to have established his head- 
quarters in John Burgwin’s house. Thus, the structure has become famous 
as the Cornwallis House. Photographs of the Burgwin-Wright (Cornwallis) 
House were supplied by the editors; photographs of the Burgwin portrait 
and the etching of Cornwallis are from the files of the Office of Archives 
and History. 
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Sam! Green 
Wm. Campbell 


On Monday the Twenty first day of January In the Year of 
our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Sixty five, The 
Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Freeholders of the Borrough of 
Wilmington Convened in Common Council at the Court house 
therein. Present— 

The Worshipful Frederick Gregg, Esq'., Mayor 
Cornelius Harnett 
John Lyon 
Arthur Mabson 
Moses DeRosset 

Together with the following free holders, Vizt. John Burg- 
win,??® Arch’. Maclaine, John Corbin, Alexander Duncan, George 
Parker, William Purviance, William McKinzey, Anthony Ward, 
Jam’. Moran, Alexander Ross, Caleb Mason, Thomas Cuningham, 
Richard Player, Stephen Player, Magnus Cowen, and Samuel 
Marshall. 

When it was Unanimously agreed to lay a Tax of four Shil- 
lings per Poll on the Taxable Inhabitants within this Borrough 
and Liberties for this present year, And for the following 
purposes: 


Esq’. Aldermen 


128 Though born in England, John Burgwin, merchant, came to the 
Cape Fear area from Charleston, S.C. He was living in Bladen County 
in 1759 and was a “merchant of Wilmington” by 1764. Between 1760 and 
1775 he served as justice of the peace, clerk of the governor’s council, 
clerk of superior court and member of the General Assembly for Bladen 
County. He became deeply involved in real estate activities in Wilmington, 
and in 1771 he was living at Third and Market streets in what has since 
become known as the Burgwin-Wright House or the Cornwallis House. In 
1775 he traveled to Great Britain, presumably to recuperate from a broken 
leg, returning to Wilmington in 1778 to prevent the confiscation of his 
property. In 1781 he fled North Carolina as the British invaded, spending 
much of 1782 wandering in Europe. Burgwin managed to reclaim his 
property after the war and he died at his Hermitage Plantation in 1803. 
New Hanover Deed Books, C, 259; E, 79, 80, 120; F, 244, 247, 250, 279; 
Saunders, Colonial Records, VI, 439, 762; VII, 783-784; IX, 425, 733; Clark, 
State Records, XIII, 650-651; XV, 20-21; XVI, 248, 571, 937, 995; XXII, 
434, 952; New Hanover County Wills, I, 58-59; Wilmington Gazette, May 
26, 1803, October 18, 1803. 
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For Repairing the Room where the fire Engine now Stands, and 
for paying a person for repairing the said Engine & taking care 
of the same. For paying a person for ringing the Markett and fire 
Bell. For purchasing a Standard of Weights and measures and 
for the Contingencies of this Borrough. 


A law being brought in and read To prevent Goats from 
running at large in this Borrough and Liberties. 
Resolved, that the same be Amended and brought in next 
meeting. 
A Law being brought in & read, For the preventing of Slaves 
from committing frauds by buying & selling and other purposes. 
Resolved that the same be amended and brought in next 
meeting. And that the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Free- 
holders meet again at the Market house in this Borrough on 
Monday next the twenty Eighth of January Instant at Ten of 
the Clock in the morning. 
Fred* Gregg, Mayor 
Corn® Harnett 
Sam! Green 
W™ Campbell 


On Monday the Twenty nineth day of January in the year of 
our Lord one thousand Seven hundred and Sixty five. The 
Mayor, Aldermen and Freeholders of the Borrough of Wilming- 
ton Convened in Common Council at the Court house therein. 
Present— 

The Worshipfull Frederick Gregg, Esquire, Mayor 
Cornelius Harnett 
John Lyon 
John DuBois 
Samuel Green 
Moses John DeRosset 
William Campble 

Together with the Freeholders, Viz'.— 

John Corbin, Alexander Duncan, Arch‘. Maclaine, John Burg- 
win, Anthony Ward, William Wilkenson,”® James Moran, 


Esquires, Aldermen 


129 William Wilkinson, merchant, was a constable and justice of the peace 
for New Hanover County. In partnership with Cornelius Harnett, he 
owned a rum distillery in Wilmington. During the Revolutionary War 
period he was deputy chairman of the Wilmington Committee of Safety, 
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Malatia Hamilton, John Mortimer, Alexander Ross, William Mc- 
Kinzey, Benjamine Stone, Caleb Mason, Thomas Cunningham, 
David Brown, Magnus Cowan, Robert Wells, Robert McCracken, 
Richard Player, Stephen Player. 


When and Where the Goat Law was read with the Amendments, 
and passed, and ordered to be Engrossed. 

A Law to prevent Goats from runing at large in the Bor- 
rough of Wilmington or the Liberties thereof— 


WHEREAS the permitting Goats to run at large in the 
Borrough of Wilmington or the Liberties thereof is found by 
Exxperience to be very prejudicial to the Inhabitants thereof. 

Be it Ordained by the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Free- 
holders of the Borrough of Wilmington Convened in Common 
Council and it is hereby Ordained by the Authority of the same, 
That from and after the Twentieth day of March next no person 
or persons residing within the said Borrough or the Liberties 
thereof shall, on any pretence whatsoever keep any Goat or 
Goats runing at large within the said Borrough or the Liberties 
thereof, under the penalty of Twenty Shillings proclamation 
money each day for Every Goat he, she or they shall so suffer to 
run at large within the same, to be recovered by a Warrant from 
the Mayor, and to be applied to the Common Stock of the said 
Borrough. 

And Be it further Ordained by the Authority aforesaid, That 
from and after the first day of February next untill the said 
Twentieth day of March every person or persons having a Goat 
or Goats runing at large in this Borrough or the Liberties 
thereof, shall keep such Goat or Goats Confined every night 
from Sunsett untill Sunrise the following day, under the like 
penalty of Twenty Shillings proclamation money for every Goat 
he, she or they shall suffer to run at large in the night as afore- 
said to be recovered and applied as herein before is directed. 

And that the Owners of Goats may be the more easily known, 
Be it further Ordained by the authority aforesaid That every 


ae ee See ee ee Ae OR oe rN CE PA 
paymaster for several “Independent Companies” of troops, and member of 
various local action committees. Wilkinson died in 1780, leaving a portion 
of his estate to help finance the building of a Presbyterian church. 
New Hanover Deed Books, E, 72; G, 13; Walker, New Hanover Court 
Minutes, I, 61; II, 39, 55, 65; Saunders, Colonial Records, X, 334-336, 412, 
691; New Hanover Will Books, C, 444. 
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person or persons owners of Goats, shall from and after the 
publication of this Ordinance, have the same branded or ear 
marked with his, her or their proper brand or mark, and such 
brand, or ear mark recorded with the Town Clerk. And every 
Goat or Goats that shall hereafter be found going at large in the 
said Borrough or the Liberties thereof, being unbranded or 
unmarked shall be seized and sold by order of the Mayor, Re- 
corder, or any one of the Aldermen, and the money arising 
therefrom applied to the Common Stock of the Borrough, unless 
such Goat or Goats shall by the owner or owners thereof be 
proved to be his, her or their property, and the same be 
redeemed by such owner or owners paying the penalty or penal- 
ties herein before ordained. 

Resolved that the following Rule be observed by the Mayor, 
Recorder, Aldermen and Freeholders in all debates: 


That the party speaking shall not leave the subject in debate to 
fall upon the person of any member of the Common Council or other 
person. 


Several Amendments to the Market Law read and passed and the 
same ordered to be engrossed. 


An Ordinance to amend an Ordinance intituled a Law for 
appointing and regulating the Markets in the Borrough of 
Wilmington and for preventing the forestalling of provisions 
coming to the said Markets; And an Ordinance intituled an Ordi- 
nance to amend an Ordinance intituled a Law for appointing 
and regulating the Markets in the Borrough of Wilmington and 
for preventing the forestalling of provisions coming to the said 
Markets. 

WHEREAS in the Law passed for appointing and regulating 
the markets in this Borrough, there is not sufficient provision 
made in the same for the inhabitants thereof being supplied 
with provisions in small quantyties. 

Be it Therefore Ordained by the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen 
and Freeholders of the Borrough of Wilmington convened in 
Common Council, and it is hereby Ordained by the authority of 
the same That, from and after the passing of this Ordinance 
Every Butcher or other person either by themselves their ser- 
vants or slaves Exposeing for Sale any fresh Mutton, Veal, pork, 
Lamb, or Venison in either of the markets within this Borrough, 
shall if required Cut the same into joints under the penalty of 
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five Shillings proclamation money for every offence to be 
recovered and applied as in the before recited Law is directed. 
Provided allways that no Butcher or other person shall be 
obliged to cut up any quarter of Mutton, Veal, Pork, Lamb or 
Venison into more than two joints. 

And Be it further Ordained by the Authority aforesaid That 
every Butcher or other person either by themselves their servants 
or slaves selling fresh Beef, Mutton, Veal, Pork, Lamb or Veni- 
son at either of the Markets within this Borough, shall sell the 
same by the pound, and every person or persons either by 
themselves their servants or slaves as well selling as buying 
otherwise than by the pound, shall forfeit and pay the sum of 
two Shillings and Eight pence proclamation money for each and 
every Offence, to be recovered and applied in manner as in the 
before recited Law is directed. 

And Be it further Ordained by the Authority aforesaid, That, 
every Butcher or other person either by themselves their ser- 
vants or slaves Exposing for Sale any fresh Beef, Mutton, 
Veal, Pork, Lamb or Venison at either of the market places 
within this Borough Shall, at any time from sun rising to sun 
setting if required, Cut up the same as before directed under 
the penalty of forfeiting ten Shilling proclamation money for 
each and every Offence, Any Custom, Usage or ordinance to the 
contrary notwithstanding, to be recovered and applied as in the 
before recited Law is directed. 

And Be it further Ordained by the authority aforesaid, That 
every person or persons either by themselves their servants or 
slaves bringing or sending fresh fish to either of the market 
places within this Borrough shall sell the same in small quanti- 
ties if required, under the penalty of two shillings proclamation 
money for each and every Offence to be recovered and applied 
in manner as in the before recited Law is directed. Provided 
Always that no person shall be obliged to Cut his or her fish, 
or to sell less than four penny worth of the same. 

And Be it further Ordained by the authority aforesaid, That 
any person or persons bringing any provisions into This Bor- 
rough after the Market hours, shall bring the same to one or 
other of the said market places and expose the same to sale for 
the space of one hour (notice being first given by the Town-bell, 
if no other provisions shall then be at market) before such 
person or persons shall be at liberty to hawk the same about 
the streets, under the penalty of ten shillings proclamation 
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money for each and every offence, to be recovered and applied 
in manner as in the before recited law is directed. 

And Whereas great abuses are daily committed by mixing 
milk with water and other fradulant mixtures and afterwards 
exposing such milk to sale in the said Borrough. 

Be it therefore Ordained by the authority aforesaid, That, 
from and after the passing this Ordinance every person or per- 
sons, either by themselves their servants or slaves exposing to 
sale in this Borrough any Milk mixed with water or other 
fraudulant mixture shall, upon conviction thereof before the 
Mayor, Recorder or any one of the Aldermen, forfeit and pay 
the sum of five Shillings proclamation money to be recovered 
and applied as in the before recited law is directed, and shall 
also forfeit such milk to the use of the poor within the Borrough 
to be distributed at the discretion of the Mayor, ‘Recorder or 
such Alderman; and if any doubt should arise about the purity 
or goodness of such milk, the same shall be determined by any 
two Freeholders within the Borrough to be summoned for that 
purpose by the Mayor, Recorder or such Alderman before whom 
the Complaint shall be made. 

A Negroe Law read and passed with Amendments. Resolved 
and Ordered That Cornelius Harnett, John DuBois and John 
Burgwin Esquires, and Mr. Archibald Maclaine revise, correct 
and alter the diction of the said Negroe Law where necessary, 
and that the same be engrossed. 

A Law for the better regulation of Negroes and other slaves 
within the Borrough of Wilmington and Liberties thereof and 
to prevent divers abuses within the same. 

WHEREAS his present Majesty by his Royal Charter bearing 
date the fifth day of March in the Year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and sixty three, hath been graciously 
pleased to Constitute the Town of Wilmington with the precincts 
and Liberties thereof, A Borrough, by the name of the Borrough 
of Wilmington, and among many other priviledges hath im- 
powered the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen together with the 
Freeholders of the said Borrough and Liberties, to make Order 
and appoint such By-Laws, Rules and Ordinances for the Regu- 
lation and Good Government of the said Borrough the precincts 
and Liberties thereof as to them or the Majority of them shall 
seem meet and just. 

Be it therefore Ordained By the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen 
and Freeholders of the Borrough of Wilmington Convened in 
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Common Council at the Court House within the said Borrough, 
and it is hereby Ordained by the Authority of the same, THAT 
from and after the tenth day of February next after the passing 
of this Ordinance, No Negroe or other Slave whatsoever shall 
be allowed or permitted to Buy, purchase, Sell, Vend or Barter 
any provisions, firewood or other Commodity, Commodities, 
Merchandize or Effects whatsoever within the Borrough of Wil- 
mington or the Liberties thereof without having a Ticket from 
the Master, Mistress, Overseer or other person having the 
Care or direction of such slave. And where any person shall or 
may have Occasion to send any negroe or other slave or slaves 
to Market with any Provision, Firewood or other Commodities, 
merchantdizes or effects whatsoever for sale within the said 
Borrough or Liberties thereof, such person shall give the slave 
or slaves so going to Market a Ticket under his or her hand 
Expressing in words at length the Name of such slave or slaves, 
and to whom belonging or under whose care or direction, to- 
gether with the quality and quantity of such provision or other 
effects sent by the said slave or slaves to Market as aforesaid. 
And if any Negroe or other slave or slaves shall after the said 
tenth day of February expose or offer for Sale within this 
Borrough or the Liberties thereof, any Provision, Firewood, or 
other Commodity, commodities, Merchandise or effects without 
being possessed of such Ticket as aforesaid, the said Provisions, 
Firewood, Commodity or Commodities, Merchandise or other 
Effects so exposed shall be forfeited to the use of the Borrough, 
and seized and sold at Public Outcry (at the most public place 
within the said Borrough) by the Bailiff or other proper 
Officer by Order of the Mayor, Recorder or any one of the Alder- 
men and the money arising by such sale shall be paid to the 
Mayor for the use and benefit of the Borrough. 

And be it further Ordained by the Authority aforesaid, That, 
if any white person, free negroe, free Mulatto, or other person 
of mixed blood being free, within the said Borough or Liberties 
thereof, shall presume to sell to, buy from, or barter with, any 
Negroe or other slave not being possessed of a Ticket or Tickets 
according to the direction of this Ordinance, any provisions, 
Firewood, or other Commodity or Commodities, merchandize 
or Effects of any kind whatsoever, such person or persons so 
offending shall forfeit and pay thirty five shillings proclamation 
money for each and every such offence to be levied on the goods 
and chattels of the offender (after due conviction before the 
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Mayor, Recorder, or any one or more of the Aldermen) by 
warrant of Distress under the hand and seal of the Mayor and 
countersigned by the Town Clerk. And if the offender hath not 
Good and Chattels whereof the said fine can be Levied in such 
case the Mayor or Recorder shall and may Committ the said 


Offender to the Stocks, ’till he or she pay the same, so that 
such Offender don’t remain in the Stocks more than Six hours. 


AND WHEREAS many persons possessed of Negroes and 
other slaves for a certain stipulated Gratuity or sum of money, 
to be paid them weekly or otherwise by such slaves, do permit 
their said slaves to hire houses, Tenements, Kitchens and Out- 
houses and to live at large; which tends greatly to promote 
Idleness, Revelling and disturbance, Thieving and Stealing and 
many other crimes within this Borrough. For remedy whereof 
for the future—Be It Ordained by the authority aforesaid, That, 
no person whatsoever being an Owner or actually possessed by 
hire or otherwise of any slaves or slaves shall for any gratuity 
or consideration whatever suffer or permit any such slave or 
slaves either directly or indirectly to hire any House, Outhouse 
or Tenement or any part or parcele of any House, Outhouse or 
Tenement within the Borough of Wilmington, nor shall any 
person or persons suffer or permit any slave or slaves, of he, 
she or they hath or have the care, to go at large, hire him, her 
or themselves out for any longer time than from day to day, 
or receive any wages or other gratuity or consideration in lieu 
thereof from any such slave or slaves other than from day to 
day as aforesaid. 

And Be it Further Ordained by the authority aforesaid, That 
if any Master, Mistress or other person having the Care of any 
Slave or slaves shall incline to hire them out by the day, such 
owner or person under whose care such slaves are shall give 
such slave or slaves a Tickets or Tickets specifying the name 
of such slave or slaves and to whom belonging, or under whose 
care with permission to hire him, her or themselves out. And [if] 
such slave or slaves get employed the owner or person under 
whose care the slave is, shall and may receive all such wages 
as the said slave or slaves may lawfully gain by his her or their 
daily labour and no more. And if any slave offers him or herself 
to hire without such Ticket as aforesaid, on Complaint made to 
the Mayor, Recorder or any one of the Aldermen, the May[or], 
Recorder, or Alderman to whom such Complaint is made shall 
and may order the said Negroe to be tied up and whiped, or com- 
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mitt the said Negroe to prison for and during twenty four hours, 
unless the Owner of such slave or other person shall pay five 
shilling proclamation money to the said Mayor or Alderman for 
the use of the Borrough. And if any person within this Borrough. 
or the Liberties thereof shall hire any negroe or other slave to 
do, or perform any work, job or jobs of work, not having such 
Ticket in his or her possession the person so hireing such 
slave shall forfeit and pay ten Shillings proclamation money 
for each and every Offence to be recovered and applied as other 
fines by this ordinance are directed. 


And Be it further ordained by the Authority aforesaid, That 
no person or persons whatever within this Borrough or the 
Liberties thereof shall either directly or indirectly suffer or 
permit his, her or their slave or slaves as aforesaid to take in 
any work or do any job or jobs of work of any kind whatsoever 
or suffer or permit any such slave or slaves to follow any Trade, 
mistery or Occupation, except under the direction of the said 
owner or possessor of such slave or of some other white person, 
to the Intent that no slave or slaves whatever shall have or 
receive any benefit to him her or themselves, but to the particular 
use and benefit of the Master or owner of such slave under 
the penalty of Thirty five Shillings proclamation money for 
each and every offence to be recovered and applied as other 
fines are by this Ordinance directed. 


And Be it further Ordained by the authority afforesaid That 
no person within this Borrough or the liberties thereof shall 
under any pretence or colour whatever after the said tenth day 
of February suffer or permit any slave or slaves as aforesaid 
to live, reside in, or inhabit any House, Outhouse or Tenement 
or any part of a House, outhouse or Tenement within the said 
Borough of which any such person is possessed or have the 
care of, other than the House, Outhouse or Kitchen belonging 
to or in which the Master, Mistress or overseer of such slave 
or slaves generally live or reside when in the said Borough, 
and except Negroes imported for sale, whilst they shall Con- 
tinue for Sale, under the penalty of thirty five Shillings pro- 
clamation money for every forty eight hours any such slave or 
slaves shall be permitted to Continue in or inhabit such House, 
Outhouse or Tenement or any part or parcel thereof contrary 
to the intent and meaning of this Ordinance. 

And be further Ordained by the authority aforesaid, That on 
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any dispute arrising about the proof of any matter or thing 
herein before mentioned the Onus probandi shall lie on the 
defendant. 

And Be it further Ordained by the authority aforesaid, That 
if after the tenth day of February next following the passing 
of this Ordinance any number slaves exceeding Three shall be 
seen together in the Streets, alleys, Vacant Lots, House or other 
parts within this Borrough, playing, Riotting, or Caballing on 
the Lords Day commonly called Sunday, or on any other day, 
or in the night time of any Day, whereby the Inhabitants or 
any of them may be disturbed or mollested, the slave or slaves 
so offending shall be immediately apprehended, pursued and 
taken, by any person or persons discovering the same, and shall 
by the Mayor, Recorder or any one of the Aldermen be Com- 
mitted or whiped, or both, as the said Mayor, Recorder or 
Alderman shall order and direct. 

And Be it further Ordained by the authority aforesaid, That 
if any slave or slaves shall be found walking the Streets, Alleys 
or other places within the said Borrough after the Hour of Ten 
of the Clock in the evening without having a Ticket, or a 
Lanthorn and Candle, such slave or slaves so offending shall be 
punished at the discretion of the Mayor, Recorder or one of the 
Aldermen by whiping or imprisonment. Provided nevertheless 
that any slave or slaves coming into his Borrough after the 
said hour of Ten o’the Clock in the night, in Boats, from 
journies, or on any Emergent business having any Letter or 
other token of permission or liberty, such slave or slaves shall 
not be liable to the said punishment whilst they continue about 
the business they came to transact. 


And WHEREAS the Immodirate riding of Horses thro’ the 
Streets of this Borrough may be attended with very bad and 
dangerous consequence. 


Be it therefore Ordained by the authority aforesaid, That if 
any Negro or other Slave shall after the said tenth day of 
February next presume to ride any Horse, Mare or Guilding 
immoderately or uncommonly fast thro’ or over any Street, 
Alley, passage or other place within this Borrough, or run any 
Race or Races, with any Horse, Mare or Guilding along any 
Street or Vacant Lot within the said Borrough, the slave or 
slaves so offending shall be Committed to prison for Twelve 
Hours or be whipped at the discretion of the Mayor, Recorder 
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or any one of the Aldermen before whom such offender shall 
be brought. And if any White, or other person shall be Guilty 
of the like offence, such person shall forfeit & pay Five Shillings 
Proclamation money on Conviction before the Mayor, Recorder 
or any one of the Aldermen. And in case the offender Neglect 
or Refuse to pay the said fine, The Mayor, Recorder or Alder- 
man before whom he is convicted, shall and may Order such 
offender to be put into the Stocks for any time not exceeding 
Six Hours. PROVIDED ALWAYS, That it shall and may be 
lawful for the Mayor, Recorder or Alderman before whom any 
slave belonging to a Stranger shall be brought, to remit such 
punishment for the first offence. 

And be it Ordained by the authority aforesaid, That, all & 
every the Officers within this Borrough, and all other persons 
whatever shall and they are hereby required and directed to 
put this Ordinance in Execution by taking up such slave or 
slaves as shall offend against the same, or giving information 
against such slave or slaves or other person or persons so 
offending, and if any Officer or Officers within this Borrough 
who shall, knowing of any breach of this Ordinance, neglect 
to take up the Slave or Slaves offending or making such breach, 
or neglect to give information to the Mayor, Recorder or one 
of the Aldermen, such Officer or Officers shall be liable to Suspen- 
tion and shall pay the sum of Twenty Shillings proclama- 
tion money for Each offence to be recovered and applyed as 
other fines are by this Ordinance directed. And if any other 
person or persons inhabiting within this Borrough or the 
Liberties thereof shall neglect to take up or inform in manner 
aforesaid, he or she so neglecting shall forfeit and pay the 
sum of Ten Shillings proclamation money to be recovered and 
applied as herein after directed. 

And Be it Ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the 
Several penalties and Forfeitures by this Law Ordained and 
directed to be paid, where no mode is herein before directed for 
the recovery thereof, Shall be recovered before the Mayor or 
Recorder and any one or more of the Aldermen and applied to 
the Publick Stock. 


By virtue and in pursuance of a Resolve and order of the 
Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and Freeholders of this Borrough 
Convened in Common Council for revising Correcting and 
altering the diction of the above Ordinance where necessary. 
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The dignified proceedings of the regular meetings of the mayor, recorder, 
and aldermen give no indication of the political turmoil in the Wilmington 
area. For example, on October 19, 1765, Wilmington patriots burned in 
effigy Lord Bute and drank toasts to “Liberty, Property, and No Stamp 
Duty”; on October 31, 1765, they held a burial service for an effigy of 
Liberty, then facetiously “revived” the effigy and reveled in celebration 
all evening; and on November 16, the Sons of Liberty forced the resigna- 
tion of Stamp Master William Houston, who was visiting in Wilmington. 
Photograph of marker commemorating the Houston affair is taken from 


the files of the Office of Archives and Histor 


We have accordingly revised, Corrected and altered the same 
as it now stands. 


Given under our hands this Eighth Day of February one 
Thousand seven hundred and Sixty five. 
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At a meeting of the Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen at the 
House of Mr. Hamilton on Saturday the 26th day of October 
one thousand Seven hundred and Sixty five. Present— 

The Worshipful Frederick Gregg, Esq’., Mayor 
Marmaduke Jones, Esq'., Recorder 
John DuBois 
John Lyon 
Sam! Green Esq's. Aldermen 
Moses Jno DeRosset 
William Campble 


Ordered that the Town Clerk Give Publick Notice to the 
Freeholders to meet at the Court House on Wednesday next the 
30th of October Instant, to Elect an Alderman in the Room of 
Alderman Caleb Grainger, deceased. 


Frederick Gregg, May* 
John Lyon 
Moses Jno. DeRosset 


On Wednesday the 30** day of October, one thousand Seven 
hundred and Sixty five, The Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen, 
together with the Freeholders of the Borrough of Wilmington, 
met at the Court House therein agreeable to the Order and 
Notice given for the same in order to appoint, Elect and Chuse 
an Alderman duly Qualified in the Room of Alderman Caleb 
Grainger, Deces?. 

Present—The Worshipful Frederick Gregg, Esq™. Mayor 

John Lyon, John DuBois, Moses Jno. DeRosset and 
William Campble, Aldermen. 

Archibald Maclaine, John Pain, Tho’ Cunningham, Samuel 
Marshall, Stephen Player, Richard Player, Malatiah Hamilton, 
Ben Stone, Robert McCraken, Magnus Cowan, Thos. Paine, 
Robert Wells, Jerm. Keenan, Henry Toomer, Wm. Wilkinson, 
Caleb Maison, James Moran, Moses DeRosset, William Campbell, 
Arthur Mapson, John Morris—Freeholders. When, John Barg- 
win, Anthony Ward and Caleb Mason were candidates for an 
Alderman in the room of Caleb Grainger, deceased. And at the 
close of the Poll, the number of votes for each candidate stood 
thus, Vizt. for John Bargwin, one vote, For Anthony Ward, five 
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votes, and for Caleb Mason fifteen votes. And Caleb Mason was 
declared duely Elected as an Alderman of the Borrough in the 
room of Caleb Grainger, aforesaid deceased, and took the Oaths 
of Qualification accordingly. Also the State Oaths. 

Fred*. Gregg, May’. 

John Lyon 

William Campbell 


On Monday the Sixth day of January in the year of our Lord 
one Thousand seven hundred and Sixty six, the Mayor, Re- 
corder, Aldermen and Freeholders of the Borrough of Wilming- 
ton met at the Court House therein, in order to Elect and chuse 
a Mayor for this present year. 
Present— 
The Worshipful Frederick Gregg, Esq’. Mayor 

John Sampson 

Moses Jn° DeRosset 

W™ Campble Esq. Aldermen 

Caleb Mason 

John DuBois 


Arch Maclaine, George Parker, Thos. Cuningham, Rich*. Player, 
Alex'. Ross, Jeremiah Keenan, Sam!. Marshall, John Burgwin, 
William Wilkinson, Robt. Wells, Robert McCracken, Magnus 
Cowan, James Moran, Malatiah Hamilton, Doct™. Mortimer, 
Alex? Ross, Ben. Stone—Freeholders. 


When Alderman Caleb Mason was declared duely Elected Mayor 
for this Present year. 


Fred*. Gregg, May’. 
Moses Jno. DeRosset 
Wm. Campbell 


On Tuesday the fourteenth day of January one Thousand 
Seven hundred and Sixty six at a meeting of the Aldermen of 
the Borrough of Wilmington. 
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Present— 

John Sampson 
Cornelius Harnett 
John Lyon 

John DuBois 
Frederick Gregg 
Samuel Green 

Moses John DeRosset 

When Caleb Mason, Esquire who having been chose Mayor for 
the ensuing year, and refusing to Qualify for the same beg’d 
leave to resign the said office, and resigned accordingly. 

In consiquence of which the Court of Aldermen Ordered that 
the Town Clerk give public Notice to Recorder, Aldermen and 
Freeholders of this Borrough, that on Monday next the twentyth 
day of this Instant January, to meet at the Court House therein 
in order to Elect a Mayor for the Same in the room of Caleb 
Mason, Resigned. 


Esq'., Aldermen 


John Sampson 
Cornelius Harnett 
John Lyon 

Jno. DuBois 

Fred*. Gregg 

Sam!. Green 

Moses Jno. DeRosset 
Caleb Mason 


On Monday the twentieth day of this Instant January, Agree- 
able to the Order of the Court of Aldermen the fourteenth of 
this Instant, The Aldermen and Freeholders of the Borough of 
Wilmington met at the Court House therein in order to Elect 
and Chuse a Mayor for this present year, in the Room & stead 
of Alderman Caleb Mason, Esquire, Resigned. 

Present— 

John Sampson 

John Lyon 

Frederick Gregg 

Cornelius Harnett Esq. Alderman 
Arthur Mabson 

William Campble 

Moses John DeRosset 
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John Bargwin, George Parker, Thomas Cunningham, Samuel 
Marshall, Richard Player, Robert Wales, Stephen Player, Jere- 
miah Keenan, Robert McCracken, Alexander Ross, Henry 
Toomer, William Wilkinson [Freeholders]. 


At which time Alderman Moses John DeRosset was chose 
Mayor by a Majority of Votes, and Publickly Declared as such. 
After which he took the State Oaths, and the Oath of Office 
agreeable to the Charter of the said Borrough. 

John Sampson 

Corn’. Harnett 

Fred*. Gregg 

Arthur Mabson 

Wm. Campbell 

Caleb Mason 


Tuesday the eleventh February 1766 pursuant to the command 
of his Majesty’s Writ of Election directed to the Mayor, Re- 
corder & Aldermen of this borough to choose & elect a repre- 
sentative for the same to sit & vote in the General Assembly 
of this province, I proceeded to take the poll, when Cornelius 
Harnett, Esq. was unanimously chosen to represent this 
Borough. 

Moses Jn°. DeRosset, Mayor 


Monday the Twenty third of June 1766, pursuant to an Order 
of the Worshipful Mayor, at the Court House in the Borrough 
of Wilmington, at 9 oClock in the forenoon. The Poll opened 
for the Election of a Recorder in the Room of Marmaduke Jones, 
Esqr., Resigned, when William Hooper, Esq'.t’® was unanimously 


130 William Hooper, attorney, was a native of Boston. After settling in 
North Carolina, he became interested in politics and served as deputy at- 
torney general, General Assembly member, member of the Committee of 
Correspondence and Wilmington Committee of Safety, delegate to all five 
North Carolina provincial congresses, and representative to the Conti- 
nental Congress. As a member of the Second Continental Congress, he 
signed the Declaration of Independence in 1776. After resigning from 
Congress in May, 1777, he returned to the N.C. General Assembly where 
he represented Wilmington in every session until 1782 when his election 
was contested as illegal. Hooper subsequently moved to Hillsborough where 
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William Hooper obviously had earned the respect of his fellow townsmen 
by June, 1766, as evidenced by his unanimous election to the recorder’s post. 
Photograph from Albert Barden Collection, Office of Archives and History. 


chosen Recorder of this Borrough, and took the State Oaths, to- 
gether with the Oath of Office and Signed the Test. 
Moses Jn°. DeRosset, Mayor 


[Beginning at this point, the Wilmington town minutes resume 


the recording of commission government proceedings. See page 
176, footnote 131.] 


he died in 1790. He was married to Ann Clark, sister of General Thomas 
Clark. His property holdings in New Hanover County were widespread, 
including a home on Second Street between Market and Princess, a summer 
residence on Masonboro Sound, and several stores in Wilmington. Saunders, 
Colonial Records, VII, 444, 691; IX, 448, 734, 1042, 1047, 1089, 1179, 1188; 
X, 165, 190, 268, 501, 915, 977; Clark, State Records, XII, 59, 265, 817; 
XIII, 785; XVI, 31-32; XVII, 756; XVIII, 253; Orange County Wills, 
1753-1819, State Archives, II, 46-48; New Hanover Deed Books, F, 286; 
N, 491, 541. 
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Tuesday, January 5, 1768131 

The Freeholders of the Town of Wilmington met at the Court 
House to Choose Commissioners for the present year, and Mr. 
Alexander Scott and Mr. John Walker was agreed to take the 
pole, and on closing it the following persons appear’d to be 
chosen unanimously, Mr. Harnett, Mr. Lyon, Mr. Wm. Campbell, 
Mr. Ward & Mr. Toomer. 

A. Scott 


Mr. John Lyon, Mr. Wm. Campbell, Mr. Ward and Mr. Toomer 
Qualified before me as Commissioners for the Town of Wil- 
mington the 22° day of January 1768. 

Jno. Burgwin 
ORDER’D that a Tax of two Shillings proclamation Money be 
laid on each Taxable within the Town of Wilmington. 

John Lyon 

Henry Toomer 

Anthy. Ward 

Wm. Campbell 


Cornelius Harnett, Esqr. Qualified before me as a Commissioner 
for the Town of Wilmington February 8, 1768. 
Fred*. Gregg 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 
ton on Monday February 8” 1768, Present Cornelius Harnett, 
John Lyon, & William Campbell, Esq'., and Mr. Toomer, Mr. 
Ward. 


131 This is the first entry for commissioner government since 1764. From 
the listing at this point of defaulters from January of that year, it ap- 
pears that commissioner government did not exist at all between 1764 and 
1768. Apparently, borough government ceased to function after 1766. 
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John London!?? appointed Town Clerk, and to be allowed for 
acting as such, the sum of Five pounds Proc!. per annum. 

It appearing that the several persons undermentioned were 
defaulters on the Streets in Wilmington since Jan’ 1764. 
ORDERED that they pay the same to the Commissioners on or 
before the 20th of this Inst. otherwise Warrants will be issued 
against them. And that the Clerk make this Order Publick. 

Defaulters Names Viz*t. 


John Corbyn®: 6.2% 5 days @ 2/8. . —13—4 Jeremiah Keenan, 2days 5—4 
Malatiah Hamilton 3dys......... 8— Archibald Maclaine 5 do. . 18—4 
Elizabeth DeRosset .10........... 1— 6—8 Maurice Nevin ... 5do..13—4 
Evan Jones. ._....... ee SU Se 1— 4— James Colson ....2.... 5—4 
John Kelly...) 0.4; a) Mabe Pe 1— 1—4 


Also Order’d that the late Commissioners John Campbell, 
Thomas Cunningham & Caleb Mason, on or before the 20 Inst. do 
settle and pay the Ballance of three pounds Eighteen Shillings 
& four pence which appears to be due from them. 

ORDER’D that Warrant issue to the Constables to Summons 
all the Male Taxables of the said Town to be and appear at the 
Court House therein, on Wednesday the 17 Inst. with proper 
Tools for working on the Streets four days successively to meet 
at the ringing of the Court house bell. 

ORDER’D that Samuel Marshall and Stephen Player be ap- 
pointed Overseers of the Streets for the present working. 

ORDER’D that no person on any pretence whatsoever presume 
tc make a Fire at night on any of the Wharfs of this Town, 
under the penalty of twenty Shillings. 

AND if any Chimney shall take fire in this Town, so as the 
blaze can be seen above the top, the possessor of such house 
shall forfeit and pay the sum of Forty Shillings, unless he or 


132 John London (1747-1816) also served as clerk of court in New 
Hanover County from March, 1766, until October, 1775, when he received 
one year’s leave of absence to visit England. In 1779 and 1780 he 
appeared on county jury lists; but on January 10, 1782, he was declared 
inimical to the state and his property was forfeited. London attempted to 
return to Wilmington in 1783 from Charleston, but he was threatened and 
finally jailed by local authorities. It is apparent that he convinced the 
authorities of his loyalty, for in 1785 he purchased property on the south 
side of Market Street bordering the river. By 1786 London was once more 
active in local political, legal, and governmental activities; he continued 
to serve the community until his death in 1816. Walker, New Hanover 
Court Minutes, 1, 66; II, 38, 39, 51, 55, 67; III and IV passim; McRee, 
Life of James Iredell, II, 67-68; New Hanover Deed Books, H, 478. 
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she can prove that the said Chimney was well and sufficiently 
swept, within fourteen days next before. 
ORDER’D that every housekeeper in this Town possessed of 
a house with two fireplaces shall furnish him or herself with 
one Leathern bucket, & every house keeper possessed of a house 
with more than two fireplaces, shall furnish him or herself with 
two Leathern buckets, with their names thereon, on or before 
the 10th day of May next, under the penalty of Forty Shillings. 
ORDER’D that Mr. William Campbell be appointed Treasurer. 
Corn’. Harnett 
John Lyon 
Henry Toomer 
Anth’, Ward 
W™. Campbell 


At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 
ton on Saturday the 234 day of April 1768. Present Cornelius 
Harnett, John Lyon, William Campbell, Esq™. and Mr. Toomer 
& Mr. Ward. 


The Commissioners taking into Consideration the necessity of 
regulating the Markets as also the assize of bread &c. 

ORDERED that all persons bringing to Town by Land any 
fresh beef, Mutton, Veal, Pork, Salt water fish, Bacon , 
Poultry or other provisions, also butter in small quantitys under 
twenty pounds weight, (Vegetables, eggs & Milk excepted) shall 
expose the same to sale at least two hours at the Court House. 
And all persons bringing any of the said articles or other pro- 
visions to Town by water shall expose the same to sale at the 
Market wharf on Dock Street for the same space of time under 
the penalty of Ten Shillings proclamation Money for each Of- 
fence. And no Inhabitant or other person in the Town shall 
purchase any of the said Articles or other provisions of any 
person whatsoever before the same has been first offer’d for 
Sale as aforesaid at one or other of the aforesaid Market places 
under the penalty of Ten Shillings Proclamation Money for 
each offence. 

ORDERED that all persons baking bread within this Town 
for sale, shall, from and after the first day of May next, make 
their bread good and according to the assize established by the 
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Regulating the public food markets and the sale of loaf bread in the 
town was an important part of the commissioners’ activity. The “Table of 
the Assize of Loaf Bread” pictured above was a handy guide to ensure 
uniformity. 
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following Table, under the penalty of Ten Shillings proclama- 
tion Money for each & every loaf which shall be found not good 
or wanting of the due assize. 

A Table of the Assize of loaf bread calculated for the various 
prices of the best Common flour from twelve to thirty two 
Shillings, PCt. by which the Baker is allowed twelve Shillings 
PCt for the trouble of baking, Viz‘. 


No. 8 penny No. 4 penny 


foaves in loaves in 
100 pounds 100 pounds’ Rec“. by 
of flour of flour Baker for 
Price of Weight of Weight of allowing allowing every 100 
Flour per. 8 penny 4 penny 28% pr/Ct 28% pr/Ct pounds of 
100 weight loaves loaves Baking Baking bread sold 
£ Ss Lbs. Ozs. Lbs. Ozs. £ S 
12 3 9 A 12% 36 iP. 1 4 
13 3 1 1 11% 387% 75 ‘ 5 
14 3 5 1 10% 39 78 1 6 
15 3 3 1 9% 40% 81 1 rf 
16 3 1 ut 814 42 82 1 8 
Tah ies i 15 - i 7% 43% 87 1 9 
LS ste uae Bet ae LRM Nee 45 90) Aiea 0 
a 19 iz 2 1 Se zo) 1 6 46% 92 1 11 
ALT EMME aia ME ea Be Rychelie et geet OG he ged? 
Sie bans © Unaeect Vee eA co AO OO Ne ends 
= 1 ae es nt Bn aT 4 51 102 wa 14 
fi 1 3 =) 2 7 op 1 34% 521% 105 tt 15 
° 1 4 My 4 6 5 AY 54 108 ‘1 16 
Se AMOUR D i | va juni OPI OME. ny ice lial haan D6 Jee) Uae eee 
Ps 1 Giles 2 4 s 1 57 114 Loca ke 
Ay i | 1 = ys 3 es 1 1% 581% A 1 19 
i 1 8 S 2 2 = J: 1 60 120 2 
ee gts) e Osean liagie 1 as 1 bien sy bene 2 1 
5 1 10 oO 2 Hi my i % 63 126 2 2 
ES i Aaa fo a fe 1 638% AN APl yA 3 
et) Puede cd shane! sa Oy UTI Essa en 15% 66 ley we ae | 


£23 


_ 
bo 
t 
(ee) 
| 
as 
nS 


ORDERED that no person whatsoever shall hereafter incum- 
ber any or either of the Public Wharfs or Docks with Naval 
Stores, Lumber or any other Articles, Longer than Twenty four 
hours, (Materials for building excepted) under the penalty of 
Thirty Shillings proclamation Money for every twenty four 
hours the said Articles shall remain there after the said time. 
And every person having any such Articles now upon either 
of the said Wharfs or in the Docks shall cause the same to be 
removed in twenty days after publication of this Order under 
the like penalty for every twenty four hours the said Articles 
shall remain after the time aforesaid. 

ORDERED that every possessor of a house in the Town shall 
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within Eight days after publication of this Order, cause to be 
removed all kinds of Rubbish whatsoever lying in the Streets 
or Alleys before his or her house or houses, lot or lots, on their 
side said Street or Alley under the penalty of thirty Shillings 
Proclamation Money for said Offence. And any Person whatever 
who shall throw any Dirt or other kind of rubbish in any of the 
Streets or Alleys after this Order being made public, such 
person shall forfeit & pay for every such Offence Ten Shillings 
Proclamation Money. 

ORDERED that Mr. Anthony Ward & Mr. Henry Toomer do 
immediately take in proposals, hire Labourers, agree with work- 
men & purchase Materials to Sink two Wells in the Center of 
Front Street within fifty feet of the Court House. 

ORDERED that no decked Vessell shall Lye at the Market 
Wharf to Land any kind of goods or for any other purpose 
whatsoever under the penalty of Forty Shillings Procl. Money 
for every twelve hours she shall lye at the said Wharf. 

ORDERED that the Clerk publish the Several Orders passed 
at this Meeting immediately by posting the same up under the 
Court House. 

Corn’. Harnett 
Wm. Campbell 
John Lyon 
Henry Toomer 
Anthy. Ward 


At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 
ton on Monday the 25th July 1768. Present Cornelius Harnett, 
John Lyon, William Campbell Esquires & Mr. Ward & Mr. 
Toomer. 

It appearing that the following persons have neglected to 
pay the Town Tax of two Shillings per. head, Viz‘. 


pt. G.B. 

to J.R. FRODGRGIWY BUS iiss ee ote os ts 2 Taxbles 

por wWeG. (Hallies the taylor) .33).245.. 1 Taxbles 
Wirir ETO DTV, fo ered ance can eave 1 de. 

p?. D.J. Wine Gregory... hs v0 eee 1 de. 

to W.C. 

% pd. Hawes pearman (ii ems nor 3 d°,. 


133 This is probably Robert Hall. 
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pd. Rebecca Mortimer}34 ........ 1 de. 
DES WECr a ONHm NCE ee eae eee 1 de, 
p?. G.B. Thomas Lloydis® 000. 2. Sas 2 de. 
to J.R 
pe. Anireweastewart) Goo! . ae .4 2 do. 
p¢. G.B. Jacob Miller ..... g/L n Miler 1 de. 
to J.R 
pEaWeG..  HenryiMchorimana, 20.2.4. :: 1 do. 
pa. do. SanraehliStickeyay). 252. 21.0%: 2 de, 
pur wed... Chalwell G@ Rooks oc o 1 de, 
pd. do, Janes. Talirs ee oan ec oes er 8 3 
pt. G.B. Davidtliaws she ieowe. &. TU iso 
too oR 
pd. de, Edward GRilevy eves ae 1 do. 
Accot, stephen Players, 92). eS, ee 1 de. 
FrancisClaytonm 2)22 ais: 5 de, 
pond: J2copbH OOK OP) toe eee a 1 d°. 
Estate of D. Dunbibin ...... 2 ale: 
pi WiC. Eliphilet ‘Hinckley... 2. 3 de, 
p?. G.B. Mathew Johnston fle le ee LS 
to J.R 
do. Thomas Moody y) 2... wooo Pl a ae 
pt. W.C. Thomas Brown .... the ede 
do. James Emmet __.. Lita edad es 
pt. W.C. John Walker _.. Re ts a tn 1 de. 
p?. G.B. James Junkins __. Re ee e883 
ton) 


Totah SL ‘Taxables\<@-2/-7 £5.5°2.. 0 


Ordered that they Settle and pay the same to William Camp- 
bell, Esq. on or before Monday next the 1*t day of August, 
otherwise Warrants of distress will issue against them for 
the same. 

Upon examining the return of the Overseers for the last 
working, the following persons appear to be defaulters, Viz*. 


134 Rebecca Mortimer was a daughter of Dr. Samuel Green and the widow 
of Dr. John Mortimer. She later married Dr. James Geekie. New Hanover 
Deed Books, H, 92; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 79. 

135 John Nutt, cabinetmaker, owned property in Wilmington on Princess 
Street between Front and Second Streets and a plantation on the Cape 
Fear adjoining Lilliput. He died in 1810 at the age of 87 and was buried 
in the graveyard of St. James Episcopal Church. New Hanover Deed 
Books, I, 218; K, 199; V, 101; Kellam and McKoy, St. James Records, 116. 

136 Doctor Thomas Lloyd, a native of Philadelphia, was living in Wil- 
mington prior to 1765. He became a justice of the peace and a leader of the 
Stamp Act resistance at Brunswick in 1766. He refused to serve on the 
Governor’s Council in 1770 and died in August of the same year. Saunders, 
Colonial Records, VI, 1322; VII, 206; VIII, 168; Walker, New Hanover 
Court Minutes, II, 7, 52; Kellam and McKoy, St. James Records, 111. 


THE WILMINGTON TOWN Book 183 


pd.W.C. Messrs Ancrum & Shaw137 40 days at 2/8 
James SUnKiMIS 280 ie) uh. 2 days 

pdaaw-en |) Richard: Bradleyoien ye ee 4 do 
JEreMminn Wena) Geis. Gee 4 do 
Games) By thi, we wil an diem iiss) 8 de 
JON. KIT KwWOOdsss 9tt Wein. 1de pd. W.C. 
JOM “DULL Wie iis eines ° 20 do 
rane Dy nauohe ieee 1 de 

pd. JR: George Barnes ....... i .Gid® 
Jom isvon 43. fees t 512:d° pd. W.C: 
VOUT! BUNLINe |. ese ee Bea al ae 
David baw oe ae a Ronen at te 

Dds. | wont Campbell an." apie - 3 do 
Thomas Moody ... tee CEEOL 
Solomon Cumbow ..... ele, ae 
Estate Wm. Mouat!39 |. Ane 4 de 

is-Clayton == > Error 

SMceNamee: 2.5 pane (el fe 2 de 

Estate of Moses Jno. DeRosset ._.. . 6d° 
Henry McLorinan ...... eae 2ide 

pd. do Daniel Dunbibine a4... se. 2 do 
James Oram .... Te Fo alt Meer by 

pd. do John DuBois .. Phiten ate 22 do 

W.C. 
Vie ae INTICES Gos nha ek ete oe ee ele 

WiGi rect (4 Banbury Daye wey alee ae: 1% de 

2/8 

John Earle DA ee he Ba id a 2 doe 

pd. W.C2. “William Purviance 22)... 2 do 

pd.. W:C.. | James Emmet. \... aA 

DO. WEG uy Geol feu barker odie. ae alos 7 do 
Saran’ Faries™.) Pee: ihe eee ao 
Willig Starkey wastes eee 2 de 
RoberGakl’rancis na eas. fe es 1 do 


137 This mercantile firm, made up of John Ancrum and Robert Schaw, 
was located on the north side of Market Street. Prior to 1768 the partner- 
ship had included Alexander Duncan and operated under the name of 
Duncan, Ancrum and Schaw. New Hanover Deed Books, I, 298; N.C. Wills, 
IX, 3. 

138 John Kirkwood, watchmaker, served as town commissioner and con- 
stable for Wilmington. He died in 1785, leaving a wife, Margaret, and three 
children: Mary, Anne Jeane, and Robert Alexander Kirkwood. Walker, 
New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 93; II, 98; New Hanover Deed Books, 
F, 121; New Hanover Will Books, C, 54. 

139 Attorney William Mouat first appeared in North Carolina records in 
1755. He participated actively in Wilmington court proceedings between 
1762 and 1767, receiving an appointment in 1764 as deputy king’s 
attorney. In 1765 Mouat mortgaged Providence Plantation on Northeast 
River as bond for a trip to Jamaica. The bond was released four months 
later. From the town book entry it is obvious that he was dead by 1768. 
Saunders, Colonial Records, V, 307; New Hanover Deed Books, E, 438, 
137, 146; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 52, 55, 65, 73, 80. 
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Ha wardcoaul gee & leon: 2 d° pd. 
William Gregory!49 ......... 6 do 
Andrew Stewart ............ 1 d° pd. for to W.C. 
‘Thomas Henderson? )2atencan. 8 do 
Pamucrstuckey, soyte, weve. 2 do 
WalbamvHenryioen a0 (ee. 2 d° 
Edward Spearman .......... 4 do 

pad: WEG.= (Robert Hove sae. eS 4 do 
Wiliam Snivoree te: eae. 1 do 
JacoOD CrLOoloe wa. Wares ee 2 d° 
Jonn Shooter) Meat Jee 2 do 

pd; WG. YEliphilet. Hinckley Sa -6"—*- 2 do 
Henry -roomer ee 3 de pd. W.C. 
JON aWatcon, =e see. 4 do 
AnthOnVieW ards see 1 de pd. W.C. 
Robert Wella ms, Wed een 4 do 
JAIMeCSBW ALKeL ee ot. en eae 4 d° pd. W.C. 


LOND WaAlKGT ce an eee ee 6 d° pd. J.R. 


James Wrienticarpe 1) 7 2 d° pd. W.C. 
95% days 
Totaly.~.. days @, 2/8 £28—7-—0 147% de 
Total 243 days 


ORDERED that the above deficiencies be paid to William 
Campbell, Esq™ on or before Monday next the Ist day of 
August, otherwise Warrants of distress will issue against them 
for the same. 

M:. Hooper paid to William Campbell, Esquire, Forty Shillings 
procl. Money, being the fine for his Chimney catching fire. Mr. 


140 William Gregory was a Wilmington constable and ordinary keeper. 
He married Abigail, the widow of William Veale, and died in December 
of 1778. Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 72, 86; II, 43, 71; New 
Hanover Will Books, C, 124. 

141 Robert Hogg, merchant and town commissioner, was a_ business 
partner of Samuel Campbell in the mercantile firm of Hogg and Campbell. 
Although Hogg held strong Loyalist sympathies, he served on the Wilming- 
ton Committee of Safety from November 1774 to June 1775. In September, 
1775, after more than twenty years of residence in North Carolina, he 
departed for Great Britain. To avoid confiscation of his property, he 
returned to Wilmington in 1778 and requested citizenship and restoration 
of his property. Hogg was in Wilmington during 1779 and early 1780; he 
died later during the same year. Saunders, Colonial Records, IX, 1089; x 
50; Clark, State Records, XIII, 255, 553-554, 650; New Hanover Deed 
Books, G, 52; I, 305; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, Elaog: 
English Records, Box 6; Robert Hogg Account Books, Southern Historical 
Collection, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, hereinafter 
cited as Robert Hogg Account Books. 
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Campbell also received of David James,'#2 Constable, fourteen 
pounds seventeen Shillings & four pence Proclamation Money in 
part of the Town tax collected by said James. By which it 
appears that Mr. Campbell has now Sixteen pounds Seventeen 
Shillings & four pence proclamation Money in his hands. 

M’. Toomer and M'. Ward paid to M*. Campbell their deficien- 
cies for not working on the Streets, amounting to ten Shillings 
& eight pence proclamation money & M:. Lyon paid thirty three 
Shillings & four pence, being his own deficiencies & M'. George 
Parker. 

Corn’. Harnett 
Wm Campbell 
John Lyon 
Henry Toomer 
Anthy Ward 


At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wil- 
mington on Tuesday the 26th July 1768. Present, Cornelius 
Harnett, William Campbell, Esq. & Mr. Ward & Mr. Toomer. 

Ordered that a Warrant issue to the Constables to Summons 
all the Male Taxables of the said Town, to be and appear at the 
Court house therein on Thursday the 4th day of August next, 
. with proper tools for working on the Streets three days suc- 
cessively, to meet at the ringing of the Court house bell. 

Ordered that the Clerk publish the Order relative to peoples 
throwing rubbish or Dirt in the Streets or Alleys of this Town 
pass’d at a former meeting of the Commissioners. 

Ordered that John Jones and John Nutt be appointed Over- 
seers of the Streets for the present working & that they return 
on Oath to the Commissioners a List of the Number of hands 


142 David James was a son of Thomas and Mary James of Halton Lodge. 
He served as constable and tobacco inspector, receiving £86 18s in 1779 
for his service in the latter capacity. James owned plantations on Turkey 
Creek and inherited part of Halton Lodge. He was present during the 
Stamp Act resistance at Brunswick and reached the rank of captain 
during the American Revolution. New Hanover Will Books, C, 199; New 
Hanover Deed Books, C, 69; L, 148, 199, 390; Walker, New Hanover 
Court Minutes, II, 47, 50, 87; Saunders, Colonial Records, VII, 178; 
Treasurers’ and Comptrollers’ Papers, State Archives, Revolutionary 
Army Accounts, Book W, No. 1, p. 1. 
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each person sends to work, under the penalty of forfeiting forty 
Shillings proclamation Money. 

Henry Toomer 

Anthy. Ward 

Corn’. Harnett 

Wm. Campbell 


At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilmington 
on Monday the 19th day of September 1768. Present, Mr. 
Harnett, Mr. Ward, Mr. Campbell, Mr. Toomer & Mr. Lyon, 
Commissioners. 

Ordered that Warrants issue against the Defaulters for their 
several defficiencies at the working on the Streets Order’d the 
17th of February last. And that notice be given to the persons 
undermentioned who appear to be defaulters for the working 
Order’d the 4th day of August last, that they pay to William 
Campbell, Esq’. their several defficiencies on or before the first 
day of October next otherwise Warrants of distress will issue 
against them for the same, Vizt 


Ancrum & Shaw | 44 days @ 2/8 Jacob Hook So soptden. 
John Burgwin . 45 do David James 3 de 
George Barnes . 6 de James Junkin 3 de 
Thomas Brown ._—_—s—so 3 ce? pt. W.C. David Law 3 d° 
Robert Bennerman!43 3 d° Thomas Lee 3 d° 
Harrol Blackmore 1 de Jehn—Jones——__—_—_t4o- error 
James Blyth Ws 4 Estate of W™ Mouat 6 d° 

; error Thomas Moody 3 d° pt. W.Camp! 
John Campbell y3.d° Petter McNamee 3 d° per his accot 
Chalwell & Rooks 3 de John Nutt 3 d° 
Solomon Cumbow 6 de Mary Newton 6 de 
Bunbury Day 1 do James Oram 3 d° 


143 Robert Bannerman, innkeeper, victualer, merchant, and planter, ap- 
parently moved from Wilmington to Cumberland County in 1759 or 1760. 
By 1768 he had returned to Wilmington where he operated an ordinary 
and owned a plantation on Black River. He contributed to the Wilmington 
Committee of Safety in 1775, and in 1777 he was recommended by General 
John Ashe for a commission as a first lieutenant. Walker, New Hanover 
Court Minutes, I, 36; Il, 3, 20, 51; Saunders, Colonial Records, X, 437; 
Clark, State Records, XI, 591-592; New Hanover Deed Books, Role 
K, 320; Robert Hogg Account Books, II, 71, 188; Cumberland County Deed 
Books, office of the register of deeds, Cumberland County Court- 
house, Fayetteville, Deed Books, I, 418; IJ, 115, 495; III, 91, 182; VIII, 
2538-1198, 
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Edward Dorham .. 3d° p4@.J.R. John Kirkwood .... 3 do 

Sam! Eweld ....... 1 do Richard Player .... 6 d° 

Sarah Faries ...... 3 de Stephen Player .... 4 do 

Robert Francis .... 3 d° William Purviance . 9 do 

Johnie Molleswvinloaes. 3 d° Parker Quincel44 |. 2 do 
Frederick Gregg ... 3 d° George Richmond .. 6 do 

William Gregory .. 1 doe Christian Springs .. 3de_ pd. W.C. 
Thomas Henderson . 9 do William Shiver .... 3 doe 

Robert Halli yy)” 3 do John snuter: 005 2 1d° p4. in work 
RobertiHoge wii). 4 do Samuel Stuckey ... 3 doe 

Thomas White .... 3 do Wm. Wilkinson .... 1 d° 

John Walker ...... 3 do Robert Wails ...... 3 do 

James Wright ..... 3 do — Tankerd ....... 3 d° 

P Warr'ts issu’d 1 Sept. 69 £16—8— 


ORDERED that any Slave or Slaves that shall be found 
playing or making a noise in the Streets so as to Disturb any 
of the Inhabitants of this Town every slave so offending shall 
receive at the publick Whipping Post thirty lashes on his or her 
bare back, unless the owners of such slave or slaves shall pay 
to the Commissioners the sum of Five Shillings Proclamation 
money. 

It appears that William Campbell, Esquire hath received for 
fines & forfeitures on the Streets since the last meeting the sum 
of 14—14—8 which together with the former sum of £19—1—4 
in his hands at the last meeting amounts to thirty three pounds 
sixteen Shillings, to be accounted for. 

It appears that the following persons have not complied with 
the Order made the 8th day of February last relative to their 
providing themselves with Buckets. ORDERED that they settle 
and pay to William Campbell, Esq’. the fine of forty Shillings 
incurred by their noncomplyance with the said Order on or 
before the 20th day of October next or Warrants of distress 
will issue against them for same. Vizt*. 


144 Parker Quince, merchant and planter, was a son of Richard and 
brother of John and Richard, Jr. He became justice of the peace in 1769 
and represented Brunswick Town in the General Assembly during 1775 
and 1776. He served on the Brunswick County Committee of Safety in 
1775 and became a colonel of the Brunswick County militia in 1776. In 
1777 he resigned his post but remained active in local affairs until 1785 
when he returned to England and died soon thereafter. Saunders, Colonial 
Records, VIII, 161; IX, 1179, 1188; X, 24, 64, 622, 913; Clark, State 
Records, XXII, 921; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, II, 94, 101. 
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Robert Hogg 
Samuel Green 
Mrs. Saunders 
Thomas Lee 
Mrs. Mouat 

Mrs. Wilkins & 
Mrs. Faries 
Robert Bennerman 
Mrs. Newton 
Mrs. Toomer 
John Foster 

G. Richmond 
Jno. Kirkwood 


Malatiah Hamilton 
Mrs. Bowen 

John Earle 
Benjamin Heron 
Doct Eustace145 
Jno. Bunting 
William Purviance 
Robert Wails 
John Nutt 

Saml, Eweld 
Robert Weir 
James Emmet 
Tankerd 


John Watson 
John Shooter 
Mrs. Ross 

Wm. Parker 
Solomon Cumbow 
Geo. Parker 
David James 
Parker Quince 
David Law 

Capt. Blackmore 
Robert Francis 
Marmaduke Jones 
Mr. Hooper 


ORDER’D that the several housekeepers in this Town that 
have not complyd with the former Order made the 8th day of 
February last for providing Buckets do furnish themselves 
agreeable to the said Order on or before the 20th day of De- 
cember next under the penalty of forty Shillings Proclamation 
Money. 

ORDER’D that a Warrant issue against Elizabeth Sanders 
for the fine of Forty Shillings for her Chimney catching fire. 
And that a Warrant issue against the several defaulters for the 
Town Tax. 

Corn’. Harnett 
John Lyon 
Anth’. Ward 
W™. Campbell 


Tuesday January 34. 1769 
The Freeholders of the Town of Wilmington met at the Court 

house to Chuse Commissioners for the present year, and Mr. 
George Barnes & Mr. Thomas Henderson was agreed to take 
the pole, and on Closing it the following persons appeared to 
have the greatest number of Votes, Vizt. Mr. Harnett, Mr. 
Burgwin, Mr. Schaw, Mr. John Robeson and Mr. Gregg and 
they were thereupon declared duly elected. 

George Barnes 

Thos. Henderson 


145 Dr. John Eustace, physician, served as a Wilmington justice of the 
peace from 1767 until his death in 1769. Walker, New Hanover Court 
Minutes, I, 73, 95, 102; New Hanover Deed Books, E, 250; F, 73. 
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Mr. Harnett, Mr. Gregg, Mr. Burgwin & Mr. John Robeson, 
Qualified before me as Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 
ton this 14th of January 1769. 

Geo. Parker 

ORDERED that a tax of two Shillings Proclamation Money 
be laid on each male Taxable in this Town for the present year. 

ORDERED that all the Orders & Regulations of the late 
Commissioners be and remain in force till otherwise altered. 

ORDERED that if a Master of any Ship or other Vessel shall 
hereafter suffer to be run across the End of Markett Street or 
Dock any rope or fast from such Vessell, so as to prevent the 
Ferry Boat Landing thereat, such Master shall for each offence 
forfeit & pay the sum of Twenty Shillings Proclamation Money. 

Corn’. Harnett 
Fred*. Gregg 
Jn°. Burgwin 
Jn°. Robeson 


Robert Schaw, Esq’. Qualified before me as Commissioner of 
the Town of Wilmington this 1st day of May 1769. 
W™. Purviance 


At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 
ton on Monday the 1st. May 1769, Present Cornelius Harnett, 
Fred*. Gregg, John Burgwin, Robt. Schaw and John Robeson. 

WHEREAS Several of the Inhabitants are Defaulters on the 
Streets at two workings for the last year as appears by the 
Town Book. Ordered that Warrants of Distress immediately 
issue against the said Defaulters agreeable to Law. Returnable 
the 31st. July next. 

ORDERED that the Inhabitants pay the Tax of Two Shil- 
lings per head laid the 3° of January last to Mr. John Robeson 
on or before the 1st day of July next, Otherwise Warrants of 
distress will Issue agreeable to Law. 

ORDERED that a Warrant issue to the Constables to Sum- 
mons all the male Taxables of the said Town to be and appear 
at the Court House therein on Tuesday the 9% of this Instant 
with proper tools &c for working on the Streets two days 
successively to meet at the ringing of the Bell. 
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Corn’. Harnett 
Fred*. Gregg 
Robt. Schaw 
Jn°. Robeson 


At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilmington 
on Saturday the 19th August 1769. 

Present, 

Mr. Gregg, Mr. Schaw, & Mr. John Robeson. 


ORDERED that a Warrant issue to the Constables to Sum- 
mons all the male Taxables of the said Town to be & appear 
at the Court House therein on Tuesday the 29th Inst. with 
proper Tools &c for working on the Streets three days suc- 
cessively to meet at the Ringing of the Court house bell. 

ORDERED that Thomas Payne and John Shuter be appointed 
Overseers of the working Ordered on the 19th Inst. 

Rob. Schaw 
Jno. Robeson 
Fred* Gregg 
Corn: Harnett 


At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 
ton on Friday the 1st September 1769. Present, 
eae ate Es". & Mr. John Robeson 
Frederick Gregg 
Mr. John London having resignd the office of Clerk to the 
Commissioners & George Seaman Inman is appointed in his 
stead at the usual Salary of Six pounds thirteen Shillings per 
annum. 


ORDER’D that warrants issue against the defaulters for their 
several deficiencies on the 4 August 1768 (as it was neglected 
per order 1st May last). And that Notice be given to the persons 
undermentioned who appear to be defaulters for the working 
ordered the 9th May last and that they pay to Mr. John Robeson 
their several deficiencies on or before the 12th day of September 
instant, otherways warrants of distress will be issued against 
them for the same, Viz*. 
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Ancrum & Schaw ...14days @ 2/8 Dubibins Estate .... 2 days @ 2/8 

Richard Bradley .... 3% do John DuBois do ..... 4 do 

Blythe & James .... 4do James Emmett ..... 1 do 

Thomas Brown ..... 1 do Robert Francis ._... 1 do 

John Burgwin ...... 13 do JobnpPolke |. cs: 1 do 

George Barnes ..... 3 do santa Greent. ....... 1 do 

Robert Bannerman ... 1 do Wm, Gregory:....... 1% do 

Jonnibantni bs. 1 do FreduGregg:>........ 3 do 

John Campbell ..... 2 do William Gabbie .... 2do 

Thos. Cunninghame .. 1 do Thomas Henderson ... 3 do 

Solomon Cumbo .... 2do Malatiah Hamilton... 2 do 

William Campbell .. 2% do Robert “Hoge. ...... 3 do 

Francis Clayton .... 4do Robert tHalliz,. 2. 3 do 

Chalwell & Rooks ... 3do JacobuHookk........ 1 do pd J.R. 

Craike: Thomas.-:.... error James Harper ...... 2 do 

DaviddJdmes:-:..2:. 4. 1 do JohniQuince~....... 3 do 

John AWones ss. .4.. 5 2 1 do John Robeson... 1% do 

John Kirkwood ..... 1 do George Richmond ... 1do 
—Jehn—Lenden—________2 de error Edward Rieley ._... 1 do 

Davidalgaw....... 1 do Christ, Springs ._... 1 do 

Thomasalee.. 5... . 1 do Edward Saul .__..... 1 do 

Thomas Lloyde ..... 3 do Samuel Stuckey .... 2do 

James Moran ....... 2 do William Shiver _.... 1 do 

Archibald McLaine . 2 do John Shuter........ 2 do allowed in work 

William Mouats Este. 2 do Henry -Toomer =... ~. 1 do 

Rebecca Mortimer... — Robert Tankard .... 2do 

Thomas Moody ..... 1 do Wm. Wilkinson ..... 2 do 

JOHN NGS «ee 4 do John? Watsons, ...... 2 do 

Mary Newton ...... 1 do Anthy; Warda:...... 1 do 

James Oram ....... 1 do Ann Walker......... 3 do 

Richard Player __.. 3 do John Walker, Carp... 1dopdJ.R. 

Stephen Player __. 2 do George Parker .__.. 2 do 


Davi James & Mal. Hamilton, Overseers 


ORDERED that Mr. John London be allowed Eleven pounds 
two Shillings Proclamation money for one year & Eight months 
Services as Clerk. Per Copy old. 

ORDER’D that the Clerk publish the above order (for the 
Notice of defaulters) immediately by pasteing the same up 
under the Court House. 

ORDER’D that John Buntin Constable do collect the Town 
Tax of two Shillings per Pole for this present year and pay 
the same to Mr. John Robeson treasurer on or before the 12th 
day of September Instant. 

ORDER’D that any person having any Hay, Straw, Fodder 
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A very few of the regular issues and literary supplements of the 
Cape-Fear Mercury have survived. The newspaper was edited by Adam 
Boyd, and he faithfully published provincial news. Boyd married the widow 
of Armand John DeRosset, whose name frequently appears in the town 
book. Editor Boyd bought the printing equipment which had been the 
property of Andrew Steuart, editor of the North Carolina Gazette and 
Weekly Post Boy, 1764-1767. No indication of political problems ever ap- 
pears in the town book, of course, but many patriots who were involved in 
prerevolutionary provincial activities were equally concerned about the 
ordinary civic affairs of Wilmington. Photograph taken from microfilm on 
file in the Archives, Office of Archives and History. 
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or Oakum"* in any dwelling house in this town, such person 
shall remove the same within twenty four hours after the 
passing of this Order under the penalty of thirty Shillings, and 
no person shall henceforth keep either of the said articles in any 
Dwelling house in this Town under the like penalty. 

Corn’. Harnett 

Fred*. Gregg 

Jn°. Robeson 


ORDER’D (by Frederick Gregg, Esqr. & John Robeson, this 
Sept. 30 1769) that a warrant issue to the Constables to sum- 
mons all the male Taxables of the Town of Wilmington to be and 
appear at the Court house therein on Tuesday the 10th of 
October next with proper Tools &c for working on the Streets 
one day to meet at the Ringing of the Court House Bell. 

ORDER’D that Robert Wailes & Robert Bannerman be ap- 
pointed overseers of the Streets for this present working. 

ORDER’D that Anthony Ward be paid Twenty four pounds 
14/4 Proc. money for amount of his Account & that the Com- 
missioners pay the same so soon as they get any money in their 
hands. 


Tuesday January 3, 1770 . 

The Freeholders of the Town of Wilmington met at the Court 
house to chuse commissioners for the present year and Mr. 
Anthony Ward was agreed to take the Pole, & on closing it the 
following persons appeard to have the greatest number of Votes, 
Viz. Cornelius Harnett, Frederick Gregg, John Quince, William 
Wilkinson, & John Robeson, & they were thereupon declared 
duly Elected. 

Anth’. Ward 


Monday January 7, 1771 
The Freeholders of the Town of Wilmington met at the Court 


146 Oakum is a loosely twisted hemp or jute fiber impregnated with tar 
and used in shipbuilding for caulking seams. This ordinance was evidently 
prompted by the fire danger of storing highly flammable material in dwell- 
ing houses. 
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house to chuse Commissioners for the present year, when Mr. 
John DuBois & Mr. Jona. Dunbibin!*7 was agreed to take the 
pole, & on closing it the following persons appear’d to have 
the greatest number of Votes, Viz. Cornelius Harnett, John 
Ancrum,'48 Robert Hogg, William Campbell & John Quince, 
when they were thereupon declared duly Elected. 

Jno. DuBois 

Jona. Dunbibin 


Tuesday January 34 1770.14° The Freeholders of the Town of 
W.lmineton met at the Court house to Chuse Commissioners for 
the present year, & Mr. Anthony Ward agreed to take the pole 
and on Closing it the following persons appear’d to have the 
greatest number of Votes, Vizt. Cornelius Harnett, Frederick 
Gregg, John Quince, John Robeson & William Wilkinson, and 
they were thereupon Duly Elected. 

Anth’. Ward 


Tuesday January 7, 1772. 
The Freeholders of the Town of Wilmington met at the 


147 Jonathan, son of Daniel and Hannah Dunbibin, was a Wilmington 
merchant and town clerk. He served on the Wilmington Committee of 
Safety (1775-1776) and appeared as a justice of the peace in 1777. At the 
time of his death in 1785, Dunbibin was married to Mary Ann Gough (or 
Goff) and owned a Masonboro Sound plantation and a residence on Market 
Street. New Hanover Deed Books, E, 336; New Hanover Will Books, C, 
73; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, II, 48, 95; Saunders, Colonial 
Records, X, 334, 4386; Clark, State Records, XIII, 477. 

148 John Ancrum, partner with Alexander Duncan and Robert Schaw in 
the firm of Duncan, Ancrum and Schaw and later Ancrum and Schaw, was 
active in Wilmington affairs from 1762 until his death in 1779. He 
served as a deputy secretary to Governor Arthur Dobbs, justice of the 
peace, church warden for St. James Parish and judge of the admiralty 
court at Port Brunswick. He was active in the revolutionary movement 
in North Carolina as early as 1774, and in October of 1775 he was 
chosen chairman of the Wilmington Committee of Safety. It may be 
worthy of note that although there is no proof to connect the two, a 
North Carolina volunteer officer referred to as “Mr. Ancrum’” was 
“Dangerously” wounded at the Battle of Stono Ferry, S.C., on June 20, 
1779. The will of John Ancrum was proved during October of the 
same year. New Hanover Wills, I, 8; Saunders, Colonial Records, VI, 
734: VII, 702; VIII, 199; IX, 1016, 1089; X, 298; Clark, State Records, 
9:6 A ES PR ey Pier 

149 This is a repeat of an entry appearing on the previous page of the 
town book. 
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Court house to chuse Commissioners for three years & Mr. 
Thomas Maclaine & Mr. Francis Brice! agreed to take the 
pole & on closing it the following persons appear’d to have the 
greatest number of Votes, Viz. John Ancrum, A. Maclaine, Robt 
Hogg, John Quince, & Richard Player, & they were thereupon 
declared duly Elected. 

T. Maclaine 

Franc’. Brice 


Mr. Ancrum, Mr. Maclaine & Mr. Player qualified before me as 
Commissioners for the Town of Wilmington this 13% January 
17%2 


(Wednesday) Thursday 16 January 1772. 
At a meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wilming- 
ton, Present— 
John Ancrum 
Arch‘, Maclaine 
Richard Player 
Mr. John Quince who was chosen one of the Commissioners on 
the 7 Inst having declined qualifying it is order’d by the 
Commissioners present that John Burgwin, Esq. be and he is 
hereby nominated & appointed a Comissioner for this town in 
the place & stead of the said John Quince. 
John Ancrum 
A. Maclaine 
Richard Player 


159 Francis Brice, clerk and tax collector, appears to have followed an 
erratic course during the American Revolution. He served as secretary of 
the Wilmington Committee of Safety (1775) and commissioner for the 
Port of Wilmington (1776). During 1777 he was assigned the task of 
collecting provisions for the army. Brice later joined the British forces 
when they left Wilmington in 1781 and subsequently failed in his efforts 
to be reinstated to citizenship. In 1786 he was officially banished from North 
Carolina. His wife, Elizabeth, was the only daughter of Marmaduke Jones. 
Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, II, 67; Saunders, Colonial Records, 
X, 69, 279, 282, 437, 707; Clark, State Records, XI, 619-620, 765-766; 
XVI, 250, 662; XVII, 188; XVIII, 214-217; XXII, 538, 624, 915, 921; 
McRee, Life of James Iredell, II, 67,).65,, 1p4; 
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Tuesday the 21st Jan’ 1772 

This day John Burgwin & Robert Hogg qualified as Com- 
missioners for the Town of Wilmington as per Certificate which 
is as follows, viz. 

21st January 1772 
New Hanover Co. 

This is to Certify that John Burgwin & Robert Hogg, Esa’ 
qualified as Commissioners for the Town of Wilmington by 
taking the Oath prescribed by the Act of Assembly in such case 
made & provided before me, 

Sign’d Fred Gregg 

A Copy 

Geo. S. Inman Clk. 


At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilmington 
on Wednesday the 22% January 1772. 

Present 

John Ancrum 

Robert Hogg 

Archd. Maclaine 

Rich* Player 

ORDER’D that George Seaman Inman be allow’d Six pounds 

proclamation mony for his service as Clerk which sum to be 
paid so soon as the Commissioners have any money in their 
hands, out of the arrears due by the Town & that he be excused 
his Tax for this year. 


At a meeting of the Commissioners on Wednesday the 224 day 
of January 1772. Present, John Ancrum, Robert Hogg, Richard 
Player, Archibald Maclaine. 

ORDERED unanimously that a Tax of thirteen shillings & 
four pence proclamation money be levied for every male taxable 
within this town and that the same shall be payable on the 
first day of March next and from thence shall continue to be 
collected until the tenth day of the same month of March, after 
which warrants of distress will be issued against all defaulters. 

John Ancrum 
A. Maclaine 
Robt. Hogg 
Richard Player 
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Wilmington, to Wit: 

At a Meeting of the Commissioners the 25th January 1772. 
ORDERED, That each and every Master and Mistress of a 
family in the said Town, shall, and they are hereby required 
within Six months after the date hereof, to provide him or 
herself with two good and sufficient Leather Bucketts with his 
or her name thereon, if there are not more than one Fire 
Place in his or her House; if two or three fire places, then such 
Master or Mistress, shall provide three such Bucketts, & if four 
or more Fire Places, then such Master or Mistress shall provide 
four such Bucketts to be kept hung up in some public place in 
their respective Houses, to be ready in Case of Fire, under the 
penalty of Ten Shillings Proc! Money per month for every Bucket 
such Master or Mistress shall neglect or refuse to provide as 
aforesaid, to be forfeited and paid upon inspection of the 
respective Houses in the said Town by the Commissioners or 
any of them, unless the several Bucketts required by this Order 
are provided: Note, Kitchen Chimnies, or other out Houses, 
are supposed to belong to each House. 

ORDERED, That if any Fire Bucketts should happen to be 
lost at any future Fire, the owner or owners thereof shall be paid 
for the same out of the Public Stock of the said Town, provided 
such owner or any other person do swear that such Buckets 
were used at such Fire, and had the owners name inscribed 
thereon, but not otherwise. 

And as the utmost bad Consequences may arise from Fires 
being made on the Wharfs of the Town, in the night time; 


IT IS ORDERED, That no person whatever shall presume 
to make or leave any Fire on any of the Wharfs, Streets or 
Lots in this Town, after Sun Sett, under the Penalty of Twenty 
Shillings Proc!. money for each Offence, if Committed by a 
White Person, and if by a Negroe, the said Negroe to be 
whipped at the Discretion of any one or more of the Com- 
missioners. 

ORDERED, That every Master and Mistress of a Family in 
the said Town, shall have such of his or her Chimnies as are 
commonly used, well and sufficiently swept and cleaned once in 
every Twenty days, from October to April inclusive, and 
Kitchen Chimnies during the whole year, under the Penalty of 
Ten shillings proclamation money, for every Chimney or Fire 
place, he or she shall so neglect, and if any Dispute shall arise 
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The commissioners on January 25, 1772, considered extensively the 
problems of noise, public behavior, pollution, housing restrictions, and 
street maintenance. The minutes are unusually long. 
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thereon, the Proof shall lay on such Master or Mistress. 

ORDERED, That no Vessell or Vessells shall lay at any of the 
Public Wharfs in the said Town, nor shall Lumber of any kind, 
Naval Stores, Bricks, or any matter or thing continue on such 
Wharfs above Twenty four Hours, under the Penalty inflicted by 
Act of Assembly. 

AND WHEREAS, by the Act of Assembly for regulating the 
said Town, it is enacted, that no Hog or Hogs shall run at large 
within the Bounds thereof, and if any such shall be suffered, 
they shall be forfeited to the Person or Persons who shall seize 
or destroy them, Notwithstanding which, many Persons in 
Contempt of the said Law, do keep Hogs in the said Town; for 
more effectivelly preventing which, it is hereby, 

ORDERED, That every Person suffering their Hogs to run 
at large, shall forfeit and pay for every such Hog, at the rate 
of Six Shillings and Eight Pence per day for every day such 
Hog or Hogs, shall be suffered to run at large in the said Town. 

AND WHEREAS, the suffering Goats to run at large in 
the said Town is a great Nusance to the Inhabitants thereof, 
and hath been often presented as such by the Grand Jury of 
New Hanover County; It is therefore, 

ORDERED, That the owners of such Goats, for every Goat 
that shall be suffered to run at large within the Bounds of the 
said Town, shall forfeit and pay, at the rate of Five Shillings 
proclamation money per day, for every day any such Goats 
shall be suffered to run at large therein, after the first day of 
March next. 

AND WHEREAS, by the Acts for regulating the said Town, 
the Commissioners are impowered to order the Owners of Lots 
within the said Town, to clear and drain them, it is therefore— 

ORDERED, That William Gabie, Rebecca Mortimer, John 
Green and the guardians or Trustees of William Green and 
Hannah Green, minors, Thomas Jones, Janet Cowan and the 
Attornies or Agents of Archibald and John Cotes, proprietors 
of the Lott occupied by James Blyth, do clear and drain their 
respective Lots within Six months after the date hereof, and 
keep the same so cleared and drained, under the Penalty inflicted 
by the said Acts. It is also further— 

ORDERED That all persons through whose Lots in the said 
Town there is any stream or streams of water,'*! do keep such 


151 Sauthier’s 1769 map of Wilmington shows at least eight streams 
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stream or streams open and of a proper depth so that the 
Streets or their own or the Lots of others be not overflow’d 
thereby, under the said penalty. 

ORDERED, That the Constables of the said Town, do in 
Turn, walk the Streets on Sundays, near the place of Worship, 
during the time of Divine service, and take up or disperse all 
such persons who are Noisy, Riotous, or whose conduct may 
tend to disturb those assembled on that Solemn Occasion. 

ORDERED, that the Ordinary or Tavern Keepers within the 
said Town, do not presume to sell or retail Liquors during the 
time of divine service, or suffer any person to get drunk in 
their Respective Houses on Sundays, and that they shall not 
entertain Sailors above Six Hours at a time without leave, nor 
trust any such Sailors for more than Two Shillings and Hight 
pence each, under the Penalties and Forfeitures in the said Acts 
mentioned. 

AND WHEREAS, by an Act passed last session of Assembly, 
the Commissioners of the said Town, are empowered to lay a 
Ground rent on all roofed or covered Piazzas that are in the 
Streets of the said Town, and on all platforms and other In- 
croachments on the Streets, exceeding seven feet wide (no 
Piazza whatsoever, nor any Platforms or other Incroachments 
exceeding Six feet wide, to be hereafter erected on the Streets) 
it is therefore— 

ORDERED, That the following Ground rents be paid to the 
Commissioners on the first Tuesday in January next, for the 
use of the said Town, by the Persons hereinafter mentioned, 
for the several Piazzas and Incroachments hereinafter de- 
scribed, that is to say, 


George Moore, for a Stable, Poultry House & yard 


on Chestnut Street £13—4 
William Campbell, for a roofed Piazza, where he 
lives, in Front streets stant here i oe eer. £ — 8— 

do. —for his House in Dock Street, a roofed 

Piazza inclosed below, 12 feet wide ........ —16—8 
do . —his House, Mr. Kirkwood lives in, plat- 

form @ steps INetectie ss wry ee —10— 
do .—for his House where Dillon lives, Plat- 

form inclosed below & Steps, 14% feet... —16—8 


flowing through Wilmington. Miss Elizabeth McKoy identifies three of these 
as Jacob’s Run, Willow Spring Branch, and Tanyard Branch. Elizabeth 
Francenia McKoy, Early Wilmington Block by Block From 1788 On 
(Raleigh, N.C.: Edwards & Broughton Co;, 1967) .871 0: 
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de .. —for his House where Mr. Boyd!52 lives, 
PIAZ7ZAT@anteps, el Sarees. jee yes, We ee yeelak a —14— 
£ 3— 5—4 
John Robeson, for Platform and Steps 11 feet wide 
to two Houses occupied by Capt. Forster and 
NER PATE LOSS Ri PAROS 1) Tie Ren Oe Rusia PE 08 1—_ — 
ditto — where Dr. Tucker154 lives, for a Piazza 
Jee LCCURWIGE Oe kG R Ons cis, 1 COM Oe Sh — 8— 
ditto — where Mrs. Wilkins lives, for a Platform, 
oe Si CCtmmeee | A. Band eRe, Paes ob. dea) — 8— 
ditto — his dwelling House, for Piazza and Steps 
QML CCE 5 SNL. Pith IF Meare te dre os dee re 8M te —13—4 
ditto —a stable on Second Street; about 4 feet | — 6—8 
Ghote MSG 8 
£ 6—14—8 


John Quince—for a Piazza enclosed below (made use 
of for a stable) & Balcony above with Steps 
10 feet wide, where Mrs. Ward lives, on 2— 0— 
Front Street, and platform & Steps 11% 
feet on Markett Street 
ditto — for the House where he lives, platform & 


Steer ap ereChr ent ial Rams whip ea he —13—4 
ditto — where Mrs. Parker Lives, for a platform & 
steps inclosed below, 8% feet ........... — 8— 


152 Reverend Adam Boyd was editor of the Cape Fear Mercury and a 
minister of the Episcopal Church. During the American Revolution he 
served as chaplain in the Continental Army and after the war he moved 
to Georgia as a minister. Boyd married Mary Ivy, widow of Moses John 
DeRosset. In 1792 he was reported to be living in Augusta, Georgia, old 
and impoverished, and desirous of returning to North Carolina. Walker, 
New Hanover Court Minutes, II, 10, 36, 40, 82; New Hanover Deed Books, 
AB, 18; McRee, Life of James Iredell, I, 195, 485n; II, 179, 342-348. See 
also p. 192. 

153 Parson James Tate came to Wilmington from Ireland in 1760 and 
opened the first classical school in North Carolina under Presbyterian 
influence. For awhile he occupied a tenement on Front Street and later 
owned a house on the south side of Princess between Front and Second. 
He served on the Wilmington Committee of Safety in 1775. During October 
of that year he became chaplain to the First N.C. Regiment and later the 
Fourth N.C. Regiment, serving with the troops at Germantown in 1777. 
After the war he opposed confiscation of Tory property and ratification of 
the new federal constitution. The 1786 Wilmington fire destroyed Tate’s 
house along with financial vouchers for his Revolutionary service. He 
died in 1795. McRee, Life of James Iredell, II, 217, 217n; Saunders, 
Colonial Records, X, 69; Clark, State Records, XII, 479; XV, 203-205; XVI, 
1168; XVIII, 68-69; XXII, 784; New Hanover Deed Books, H, 596; N.C. 
Wills, XX, 42; New Hanover Wills, V, 45; Edgar W. Knight, Public 
Education in North Carolina (Boston, 1916), 39. 

154 This is Dr. Robert Tucker, Doctor of Physick, who remained loyal 
to Great Britain during the American Revolution and in 1782 was declared 
inimical to the state. Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, II, 14, 67; 
New Hanover Deed Books, G, 134. 
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ditto — where Mr. Jewkes lives, platform & Steps 
11 Feet Sie eee ati oy. cin bee 
ditto or Parker Quince, where Mr. Ancrum lives, 


Piazza & Balcony with Steps 14 feet.......... 


Mrs. Chivers—where Mr. Hanson lives, for a 
platform & Steps 18 feet on Front Street & 
ADOUL LI teet.Onm Markel pLreeb i a ee... 

Ditto — where Mr. Emmet lives, Piazza with 

Brick Cellar, 8 feet 


The Attys. or Agents of 
Archd. & Jno. Cotes—for Steps where James Blyth 
LEVEES CER e AOR ous RAS ee MAUL amie cert 
Edward Barrett—for Steps to his House ......... 
Janet Cowan—where Jno. Moore lives, for plat- 
forme Steps abontcls Leet y Callas Gabo 
Jane DuBois—where Mrs. McLorinan lives, for 
covered Piazza 5% feet wide, besides Steps .... 
ditto — A small tenement adjoining Mrs. Buntin, 
formotens.6 feeb wider. ili. fice adage 
ditto — where Mrs. Buntin lives, for Steps 
ORT Aas (cP ot roe AC LA MR Serie Be ona oD peas Ma 
ditto — where Mrs. Cobham lives, Piazza & 
Stepsilides feet sete see oN aa et 
ditto — where Mrs. McAlister lives do & do 
LOU Pee bale et hacia eee ett ei ME ess aera 
William Gregory—where Mallett lives, Platform 
Siege Ry total U Mie as vane cA CG ke ing? om Re gerieeih  PRir ieee PAPE Ltn" 
ditto; — where he lives, steps 734 feets (3. 2. 


John Lyon—a covered Piazza to his Store, Brick 
Gellar- Steps. &: Gate-11.36 feet. .ae nh) oo 
d°.— his house, a Platform, covered Porch 
inclosed below with Brick, 11% feet... 
do. — Stable, currying & Bark House,!55 fence 
on Second Street, 4 or 5 feet the 
WROLCH OLE CIVOn LOUS a umn AAS Tal Ba Beta at, 


John Burgwin—a Tar Shed in Orange Street _. 
d°. — his dwelling house, a covered piazza 


John DuBois—the same, where Mr. Nutt lives ._.. 
Mrs. E. Cath. DeRossett, the same, with a Brick 
Cellar & Cellar door, 9 feet 
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Ad 
ae oe 
da ipeee 
Bari tas 
Sei R ee 
Sal ¥, el 
eos 
oe oA 
ieee 
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ee 
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155 The currying and bark houses were part of a tannery which operated 
on Second Street in Wilmington until the mid-nineteenth century. The 
system then used for tanning or converting hides to leather relied on 
the action of tannin or tannic acid which was found in the bark of oak 
trees. In the production of some kinds of leather a high grease or oil con- 
tent was desired. The process used to impregnate the leather with grease 
was that of currying in which beef tallow and cod-liver oil were used. 


Wilmington Advertiser, April 5, 1839. 


THE WILMINGTON TOWN Book 203 


James Moran or Mrs. Cowan, roofed Piazza, 


ae ion We ie) RRR Tam one pene ae 0 1h pep eA fy A an a —10— 
d°.— in Markett Street, the same................ —15— 1—_5— 
Mrs. Mary Grainger, Platform & Steps, 8 feet __ pathy seats. 


Mrs. Alice Heron, Piazza with Brick Cellar & 
Steps in Third Street 17% feet (Note, 


The Houseralso.on the Street) i5.6 kl o. . 1—. — 
Stephen Player—Piazza, 6% feet ................ — 5— 
£26—13—8 
Mrs. Mary DeRossett, a small tenement for 
Platiormvepsteps Sis, fest ila Winnie. Wueo e a — 3—4 
d°. — where Mrs. Nevin lives, the same 
LOE LCCL Ts a ee Cr eee ene oan — 6—8 
do. — her Dwelling house, the same 
LA LOG brute, N04 UR Merial AM a oko ul aNiy & —18—8 1— 88 
Trustees for Wm. Green, a minor, where Mr. 
Hooper lives, for Steps 9% feet... s—s—s—~™ — 5— 
Malatiah Hamilton for FPlattorm,) 1 s4-tect 200 — 5— 


SbreetyEl a rtcetocs Nhe aa, GM FRU 9 Al 1— 5— 
Henry Toomer, Steps & Covered Porch 12 feet — 8— 
Mrs. Rebecca Mortimer, Piazza & Steps, 12 feet . —12—6 
Cornelius Harnett, where Mr. Jones Lives, Piazza & 

steps ha emieetretn | cuit eee toil ener ee —13—4 
Herrall Blackmore, Platform, Steps & Cellar 11 

Been aoe tee ih. (kr Ren Ry MEL fhe Gil be! 1—_ — 
Mrs. Ann Jones, platform & steps, with the house 

fosfeet"on thes Street. sot knee, OS the | se —10— 
James James, the same to two tenements, 16 feet 

POSTERS UKCOt Mies halpeays tea! vel co ceneme coda amt he —15— 
William Gabie, Steps 9% feet ....—s—~s™ — 8— 
Arthur Mabson, where John Walker lives, 

Platlorm: ioSteps 1 2feet/ mee Woe ty Wh —13—4 
David James, Platform & Steps, 11% feet —10— 
George Parker, do & Brick Cellar 10540 feet”, —15— 
Frederick Gregg, Market Street, Platform 

Prick? Cellarraier 20M. eno clypeh. mekea il ipa ae 

SERS renssn Mont eet ined’ MAEM Latin elle ies dah —18—8 

£37—, 3-2 


and that the said Ground Rents and every of them, be paid 
on the day aforesaid, to the person appointed or to be appointed, 
to collect the Taxes payable for the male Taxables of the said 
Town. 

PROVIDED ALWAYS, That the above named persons who 
are hereby subjected to pay the Ground Rents annexed to their 
respective names, or such of them as shall remove or cause to 
be removed, the several Piazzas, Balconies, Platforms & other 
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Incroachments on the Streets, or have the same reduced and 
altered to the Forms and Dimensions allowed by Law, and 
shall have a Certificate thereof under the hand of one or more 
of the Commissioners, within four months from the date hereof 
shall not be liable to pay the said Ground Rents or any part 
thereof, anything in the foregoing Order to the Contrary Not- 
withstanding. 

ORDERED, That after the Streets and Alleys are cleared of 
rubbish and dirt, and the Nusances removed by Order of the 
Commissioners, no person whatever shall lay or cause to be 
laid any Dirt, Rubbish, or other Nusance in any of the 
Streets or Alleys of the said Town; and if any such shall be 
laid, the Inhabitants shall remove the same from before their 
Respective Lots, and shall also keep that part under their 
Piazza clear of any Filth or Rubbish whatever, under the 
Penalty of Ten Shillings for every Forty Eight Hours such 
Nusance shall remain; And if any person is detected putting or of 
having put any Rubbish or other Nusance in any Street or 
Alley in this Town, such person (if white) shall forfeit and 
pay Ten Shillings for each Offence, and if a Negroe, the said 
Negroe shall be whipped at the discretion of any one or more 
of the Commissioners. 


ORDERED, That all Slaves who keep Houses seperate from 
their Master or Mistress, do remove from the same by the first 
day of March next, under the penalty of receiving Thirty Nine 
lashes on their bare backs at the public whipping Post, and 
if the Master or Mistress of any Slave or Slaves, shall suffer 
or permit him, her or them to keep any seperate House as 
aforesaid, not near or adjoining to the house of said Master 
or Mistress, shall forfeit and pay for every such Slave at the 
Rate of Five Shillings per pay, for every day such Slave or 
Slaves shall continue to live separate as aforesaid. 

AND WHEREAS, many white People within this Town, 
have long practised dealing with Negroes, to the great Detri- 
ment as well of their owners as to the Community in general; 
It is therefore, 

ORDERED, That no white person or persons, hereafter, shall 
on any pretence whatever, hire any Negro or Negroes, such 
Negroe not having a Ticket from his or her owner or Overseer, 
granting leave to such Negroe or Negroes to hire him, her or 
themselves; Nor shall any white Person whatever on any pre- 
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tence, presume to deal, Trade or Traffic with any Slave or 
Slaves for any matter or thing whatever, without a Ticket or 
Tickets from the Master, Mistress or Overseer of such Slave 
or Slaves, particularly expressing the same, under the Penalty 
of Forty Shillings Procl. Money. 

And to prevent Riotting and Disturbances that often happen 
among the Negroes in the s¢ Town, It is, 

ORDERED, That no Slave or Slaves shall Trade or Traffic 
(even with the leave of their Master, Mistress or Overseer) at 
Stands in the Public Streets of the said Town, under the Penalty 
of Thirty Nine Lashes for each slave as above, unless the 
Master, Mistress or Overseer of any such slave do pay to the 
Commissioners for the use of the said Town, a fine of Twenty 
Shillings for each Offence. 

ORDERED, That if any number of slaves exceeding Three, 
shall, after the Tenth day of February next, be seen together 
in the Streets, Alleys, Vacant Lots, House, Out Houses or other 
Parts within this Town, or the limits thereof, Playing, Rioting 
or Caballing on the Sabath Day, or in the Night time of that 
day, or in the Night time of any other day, whereby the In- 
habitants or any of them may be disturbed or Mollested, the 
slave or slaves so offending shall be apprehended and whipped 
at the discretion of any one or more of the Commissioners. 

And to prevent the immoderate riding of Horses within the 
said Town, It is | 

ORDERED, That no slave or other person, shall, after the 
Tenth day of February next, presume to ride any Horse, Mare or 
Gelding, immoderately fast thro’ any Street or Alley within this 
Town, under the Penalty of Five Shillings for each Offence 
if a white person; or if a Negroe, the said Negroe to be 
whipped at the Discretion of any one or more of the Com- 
missioners. 

ORDERED, That the Clerk set up an Advertisement under 
the Court House in this Town, giving notice to those Inhabitants 
liable to the Town Tax and that were out of Town at the 
time of giving in the List, that they do it to any one of the 
Commissioners on or before the Tenth day of February next, 
or that they will be then fined agreeable to Law. 

The Commissioners proceeded to the Choice of a Clerk & 
Collector of the Town Tax; Francis Brice was accordingly chose, 
for which he shall be allowed Fifteen pounds procl. money per 
annum, exclusive of his commissions for Collecting the Tax. 
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Jno. Burgwin 
John Ancrum 
Robt. Hogg 
Richard Player 
A. Maclaine 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners on Wednesday the 19th 

February 1772 
Present, 
John Ancrum 
John Burgwin 
Robert Hogg 
Archd. Maclaine 

On the Information of Eliza. Catha. DeRossett and John 
DuBois that the Chimnies of Catha. McLorinan & Mrs. Mc- 
Kinsey have been on Fire since the last meeting. 

ORDERED, That the said Catha. McLorinan and Mrs. Mc- 
Kinsey, do shew cause at the next meeting, why they should 
not pay the Fines imposed by Act of Assembly. 

It is agreed on by the Commissioners, that there shall be a 
meeting to inquire into the abuses and transact the Business of 
the Town, on the first Monday of every month at the Court 
House at 10 oClock in the morning, and that the first Monday 
in March shall be the next meeting. 

ORDERED, That the Clerk issue Notices to John Lyon, James 
Moran, William Campbell and William Gabie, to shew cause 
(if any they can) to the Commissioners or any one of them, on 
Friday the 21st Instant why they should not pay a Fine of 
Forty Shillings each, for Timber, Bricks & Stones, lying on the 
Markett Wharf and in Market Street. 

Upon Application of Henry Toomer, to ascertain the Bounds 
of an Alley running from Front Street and Second Street by 
the Houses of John Quince & the said Toomer.’ 

ORDERED, That a Surveyor be employed to ascertain the 
Bounds of the said Alley on Friday next, and that he be at- 
tended by a majority of the Commissioners. 


156 This alley is still known as Toomer’s Alley and runs from Front to 
Second streets between Market and Princess streets. 
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A. Maclaine 
Robt. Hogg 
John Ancrum 
Richard Player 


Tuesday April 7 1772 
At a Meeting of the Commissioners; Present, 
Arch‘, Maclaine 
John Ancrum 
Robert Hogg 
Richard Player, Commissioners. 


Agreed with James Blyth for Building a Slip at the Market 
Wharf as per agreement, and with Henry Britton for making 
the Arches!®? in the Town as shall be ordered by the Com- 
missioners per agreement, the said Agreements dated 28th Ult, 
but signed this day. 

ORDERED, That John Ancrum, Esquire, by his own consent, 
be appointed Treasurer, for the Town, and that Mr. Brice the 
Collector, do pay into the hands of John Ancrum all the monies 
in his Hands, belonging to the Town & take his Receipt for 
the same. 

Robt. Hogg 

A. Maclaine 
John Ancrum 
Richard Player 


Tuesday April 14th 1772 

It appears upon a survey, that the Fire Engine belonging 
to this Town, is so greatly out of Repair & so much decayed 
& that being too small for the Purpose, it will answer the 
necessary Expenses of Repairing, Ordered therefore, That it be 
immediately sent to Philadelphia and sold for the Benefit of the 


157 It was at this time that the town turned from bridges to arches for 
resolving the problem of streams flowing through the business district. 
Brick and timber structures were built over the streams and below the 
level of the streets. These subterranean arches have remained beneath 
Wilmington’s streets until modern times. They have been measured at 
twenty-four inches wide and six feet six inches in height. 
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These two views of Wilmington’s unique subterranean arches were 
photographed in 1972 by Mr. Donald R. Lennon. Notice the wooden portion 
on the structure visible in bottom picture and the reflection of the stone 
walls in the water. This arch is located at the Tanyard Branch opening. 
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Town, and that Messrs. Ancrum & Schaw be impowered to 
import from Philadelphia, two Fire Chains & Hooks, & that 
they be reimbursed the Balance by the Commissioners out of 
the Public money to be raised hereafter. 

ORDERED also, that the said Ancrum & Schaw, be im- 
powered to purchase in Philadelphia, on the best terms they 
can, one of the best Fire Engines, to supply the place of that 
directed to be sold, to be reimbursed as above mentioned. 


New Hanover County, 

Before me Frederick Gregg, Esquire, one of His Majesty’s 
Justices for the said County, personally appeared Samuel 
Campbell!5® of Wilmington, merchant, and qualifiyed as a 
Commissioner of the said Town, in the place of Robert Hogg 
(who has left the Province) by taking the Oath appointed by 
Act of Assembly. Given under my hand the 11 June 1772. 

Fred*. Gregg 
A True Copy. 


Thursday June 11th 1772 

At a Meeting of the Commissioners. 

From the Information of John Burgwin, that John Nutt & 
his wife or one of them did sell rum to four of his negroes at 
divers times, and of Henry Toomer, that the said John Nutt 
& wife did sell Rum to a negro slave belonging to him, the said 
John Nutt & wife were summoned to appear before the Com- 
missioners, when he the said Nutt appeared, and not denying 
the charge, 

ORDERED that the said John Nutt be fined ten Shillings 


158 Samuel Campbell, town commissioner and business partner of Robert 
Hogg, was the youngest son of James Campbell, Sr. He served briefly 
on the Wilmington Committee of Safety in 1775 before resigning to espouse 
the Loyalist cause. When the British occupied Wilmington, Campbell was 
made commander of the Loyal Militia; after the evacuation of North 
Carolina, he was promoted in Charleston to colonel commandant of 
militia for the Southern District. His property in North Carolina was 
seized by the state, and he fled to Nova Scotia as the war ended. English 
Records, Box 4; Saunders, Colonial Records, X, 283, 298, 972; Clark, 
State Records, XVIII, 145; XXIV, 858; N.C. Wills, V, 61; McRee, Life 
of James Iredell, II, 7. 
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for each offence, amounting in all to Two pounds, Ten Shillings, 
and the said Nutt agreeing to pay the Fine, he was dismissed. 
ORDERED, that Mrs. Jane DuBois, do clear and drain the 

Lott belonging to the Estate of John DuBois, deceased, adjoining 
the Shop that Dr. Tucker now occupies, and that the Executors 
of Caleb Grainger deceased, do clear and drain the Lott lying 
between the Lotts of the late Dr. Mortimer and the late Dr. 
Green in Market Street in Six months from the date thereof. 

A. Maclaine 

John Ancrum 

Sam!. Campbell 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners on Monday the 6th day 
of July 1772. 


Present: John Burgwin, 
Arch*. Maclaine, 
John Ancrum Commissioners 
Sam’] Campbell 
Richard Player 


To prevent the Damages that may arise from unruly Horses 
being permitted to run at large in the Streets to the Prejudice 
of the Inhabitants of the said, Town, 

ORDERED, That every owner of an unruly Horse or Horses, 
shall for every such unruly Horse or Horses, that shall run at 
large within the Limits of the said Town, pay at the Rate of 
Ten Shillings proc. per day for every day they shall so run 
at large. 

ORDERED, That the Constables of the said Town shall take 
up all slaves that shall be Trading or Trafficking at Stands in 
the Streets of the said Town (even if they have a Tickett from 
their master, mistress or Overseer) and bring them before the 
Commissioners or either of them, to be dealt with accordingly. 

ORDERED, That John Walker, Senr. shall shew cause (to 
any one or more of the Commissioners) why He should not pay 
the Fine inflicted for Chimnies taking fire, as it appears his 
Chimney was on Fire some day since. 

ORDERED, That no slave or slaves shall presume to deal 
with each other under the penalty of receiving thirty nine 
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lashes for each offence. 
A. Maclaine 
John Ancrum 
Richard Player 
Samuel Campbell 


Wednesday August 19th 1772. At a Meeting of the Com- 
missioners, 

Present: 

Arch* Maclaine 

John Ancrum 

Richard Player 

Samuel Campbell, Commissioners. 


ORDERED, That Mrs. L. Blackmore be fined for dealing 
with a Negroe fellow contrary to Law, and that the fine she shall 
pay shall be Forty Shillings, Proc! money. 

Agreeable to an Ordinance passed last meeting, Mr. John 
Walker appeared to shew Cause why he should not pay the Fine 
inflicted to prevent Chimnies taking [fire], but shewing no 
Cause the Fine was confirmed, upon which he appealed to the 
Justices of the Inferior Court of this County, and gave security 
for prosecuting such Appeal, with Mr. John Moore in the sum 
of Four Pounds proc!. money. 

ORDERED, That James Blyth pay the sum of Two pounds 
proc. money for his Hoggs runnings at large within the limits 
of the said Town contrary to Law. 

ORDERED, That Mr. Doherty pay the fine of Two pounds 
for selling Rum to a negroe belonging to Eagles’ Estate. 

A. Maclaine 
John Ancrum 
Richard Player 
Sam!,. Campbell 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners on Saturday August 22" 
Vh28 
Present: Arch*. Maclaine 
John Ancrum 
Samuel Campbell, Commissioners. 
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ORDERED, That if either of the Commissioners or Town 
Clerk, shall any time hereafter, break any of the Ordinances 
already passed, He or they shall for every Offence pay double 
the Fine inflicted on other persons. 

ORDERED, That the following persons shall pay the Fine 
inflicted for immoderate riding within the said Town, as it 
appears they have been guilty of that Offence, Viz‘. James 
Nevin, John Ralph, John Walker, Senr., Erasmus Hanson, James 
Giekee, Francis Brice, James Weeks, and William Wilkinson. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners on Monday, September 7, 
1772. 

Present: Arch". Maclaine 
Samuel Campbell 
Rich’, Player 
John Ancrum. 

Information being given to the Commissioners that Henry 
McLorinan’s Chimney was on fire some time since—Ordered 
that a Summons issue to said McLorinan to appear before the 
Commissioners to shew cause why he should not be fined 
according to Law. 

Also ORDERED that Mr. Doherty appear before the Com- 
missioners to answer to the Information given against him 
for selling Rum to one Negroe fellow belonging to Mr. Toomer, 
two of Mrs. DuBois’s, one of Mr. James Walker’s, to shew cause 
why he should not be fined agreeable to the Ordinances for 
regulation of the Town. 

ORDERED that Hugh Campbell!® appear before the Com™. 
to answer to the information given them of his the said Camp- 
bell’s selling Rum to a Negroe. 

ORDERED that notice be given to John Burgwin, Esq’. or his 
Attorneys to have the stones belonging to said Burgwin now 
laying on Markett Street to be removed off the Street in ten 
days from this date otherwise he the said Burgwin will be fined 
agreeable to the Town Ordinances. 


159 The county court in 1768 revoked Campbell’s license to operate an 
ordinary in Wilmington on the grounds that he had not “comply’d with 
the Act of Assembly in providing himself with fodder Corn or other Enter- 
tainment for an Ordinary.” Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, I, 87. 
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ORDERED that W™. Wilkinson appear before the Com". to 
answer for his allowing an unruly horse to run at large in the 
Streets contrary to the ordinances of said Com". of this Town. 
Then the Com’. adjourned till 5 oClock this evening. 

A. Maclaine 
Richard Player 
John Ancrum 
Sam!, Campbell 


Agreeable to the above adjournment the Com". met as above. 

In consequence of the Orders this day, Hugh Campbell ap- 
peared & produced a certificate for his selling rum to a Negroe 
wench of Job Howes & was excused from the fine. 

Henry McLorinan appeared & submitted & was fined forty 
Shillings Procl. Money. 

William Wilkinson appeared & was excused owing to Boys 
making his Horse unruly in the Streets. 

Mr. Doherty appeared & sufficient proof or his not denying 
having sold spirituous Liquors to three Negroes. Ordered that 
he the said Doherty pay to the Town Treasurer the sum of Six 
Pounds. Proc!. Money for his transgressing the Town Ordinances. 

Mr. James Blyth agreed with the Com. to repair the Old 
Engine belonging to this Town for the sum of ten pounds Procl. 
money & to have the same repaired in six weeks from this day 
& that the said Engine by him the said Blyth repaired shall 
throw water an equal distance of a New Engine imported by the 
Com"., otherwise to reecive no pay for what he may do to the 
Engine he undertakes to repair. 

John Ancrum 
Richard Player 
A. Maclaine 
Saml. Campbell 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners on Monday January 4th 
1773. Present: John Burgwin, Richard Player, Jno. Ancrum & 
Samuel Campbell. 

ORDERED, that William Wilkinson and Herrall Blackmore 
be fined Forty Shillings each for their Chimnies being on Fire 
last October, and that Notice issue accordingly. 

On Consideration of the Ignorance and Incapacity of Mr. 
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Doherty, Ordered that the fines levied on him for selling Rum 
to Negroes be mitigated, and that he only pay Forty Shillings, 
and that all the fines heretofore laid be immediately levied and 
return’d to the Commissioners on Monday next. 

ORDERED that John Kirkwood be summoned to shew Cause 
why he should not be fined for his Goat running at large Six 
days in October last. 


Tuesday January 5th 1773 

ORDERED, that Mrs. Han". Dunbibin be fined Forty Shill. for 
selling Rum to a Negro Boy, as it appears she has been guilty 
of that offence. 

On Information of Mr. John Walker, Senr., upon oath, that 
he saw a Negro Boy called Prince belonging to John Murray, 
riding immoderately fast within this Town. 

ORDERED that the said Negro Prince, be taken up by a 
Constable, and whip‘. agreeable to the Ordinance &c unless his 
said Master shall pay the Fine. 

ORDERED, that the Constables be summoned to shew Cause 
before the Com". on Monday next, why they shall not be fined 
for not walking the Streets & taking up or dispersing Negroes 
on Sundays agreeable to the Ordinances in such Cases made. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners on Saturday January the 
16th 1773. Present: Arch’. Maclaine, John Burgwin, John An- 
rum, Rich’. Player, & Samuel Campbell. 

ORDERED, that a Tax of Thirteen Shillings & four Pence be 
laid on every Male Taxable residing within this Town, and that 
the Constables give notice to the Inhabitants to give in a List 
of all the male Taxables in their families on Tuesday next to the 
Commissioners at Mr. Hanson’s Tavern. 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners on Wednesday, March 24% 
Vise 

ORDERED that every person or persons who shall suffer his, 
her or their Chimnies to get on fire, he, she or they so offending 
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shall pay a fine of 40/ Procl. for every such Offence even though 
such Chimnie or Chimnies should not blaze out at the Top. 
A. Maclaine 
John Ancrum 
Richard Player 
Saml. Campbell 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners on Saturday the 3rd day of 
April, 1773. : 

James Blyth is appointed keeper of the fire engine and 
hooks &c which is to work and exercise once in every month, 
for which it is agreed that he shall be paid yearly by an 
order from the Commissioners to the Town Treasurer the 
sum of fifteen pounds proclamation money. 

Upon the Resignation of Mr. Brice, Mr. John London is 
appointed town Clerk and Collector with the same salary for 
his trouble, and that the town tax & Ground Rents be payable at 
any time from the date hereof to the first of May next, after 
which time warrants of distress shall issue against all De- 
linquents and that in the mean time notice be given under the 
Court House & in the Cape-Fear Mercury.1© 


A. Maclaine 
John Ancrum 
Richard Player 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners on Tuesday the 12 
April 1773. Present: John Ancrum, Richard Player, Archibald 
Maclaine & Samuel Campbell, Commissioners. 

ORDERED that John Shuter be paid Five Pounds proc. 
money, in full of his account for Carpenters work on the Arch. 


160 The Cape Fear Mercury was the third newspaper ever published in 
North Carolina. Edited and published by Adam Boyd, it was established 
during October of 1769 and ran until the fall of 1775. The last known 
existing issue was for September 1 of that year. Publication was suspended 
during the fall of 1774; but, with the encouragement of the Wilmington 
Committee of Safety, it resumed in the spring of 1775 for a few months. 
Saunders, Colonial Records, IX, 1216, 1118-1119; Cape Fear Mercury 
(Wilmington), November 24, 1769, September 1, 1775; Charles Christopher 
Crittenden, North Carolina Newspapers Before 1790 (Chapel Hill: Uni- 
versity of North Carolina Press [Volume 20 of the James Sprunt Studies 
in History and Political Science], 1928), 12-13. 
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After its temporary cessation of publication in the fall of 1774, the 
Cape-Fear Mercury resumed publication in the spring of 1775; the minutes 
for April 3, 1773, note that the commissioners planned to publish lists of 
“Delinquents” in the town paper. The edition pictured was sent in 
Governor Josiah Martin’s Dispatch No. 39 to the Earl of Dartmouth; sent 
from aboard the Cruizer, Martin’s dispatch was dated August 28, 1776. 
(See Durward T. Stokes, “Adam Boyd, Publisher, Preacher, and Patriot,” 
North Carolina Historical Review, XLIX [Winter, 1972], 1-21.) Photo- 
grap" taken from microfilm on file in the Archives, Office of Archives and 

istory. 
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And that William Miller be allowed Three pounds 4/ for Nine 
pieces of Cedar for frames to the Arch. And Richard Player one 
16/8 for Smith’s work on the said Arch. 

A. Maclaine 

John Ancrum 

Richard Player 

Saml. Campbell 


At a meeting of the Commissioners on Wednesday the 21st 
April 1773. Present: Archibald Maclaine, John Ancrum & 
Richard Player, commissioners. 

The following Persons having altered their encroachments 
on the Public Streets of this Town, ORDER’D that they pay 
the Ground Rent, as follows, Viz*. 


W™. Campbell—where Mr. Dougherty lives 6% feet 


Covered £0—10—0 
John Quince, where Mr. Hovenden lives for Balcony 5—0 
Mrs, Chivers where Hanson lives, corner Lot 15—0 

d° where Mrs. Emmet lives 10—0 
Mrs, DuBois, where Dr. Cobham!6! lives 10—0 

d° where Mr. Boyd now lives 10—0 
Mrs, Mary DeRosset, the end Piazza in Second Street 10—0 
Corns. Harnett, for the present year, where Crawford 

lives, 2 feet 20 
David James for a Balcony 5—0 


William Campbell for his house where Kirkwood lives and 
the House where Dillon lived, John Quince for the house where 
Mrs. Parker lives, William Gregory for the house he dwells in, 


161 Dr. Thomas Cobham settled on the Cape Fear during the mid-1760s 
where he maintained a joint medical practice with Dr. Robert Tucker 
until 1773 when the partnership was dissolved. During the Regulator 
campaign of 1771, he participated as surgeon to the governor’s forces. 
Dr. Cobham married Catherine Musgrove, widow of John Paine. Cobham, 
who owned a residence known as The Lodge in Wilmington and a planta- 
tion with two sawmills, reflected strong Loyalist sympathies as the Revo- 
lutionary era approached. Although he contributed to the New Hanover 
Committee of Safety, he hesitated to sign the Association supporting the 
Revolutionary cause and he later declared that during the war “he was 
actively zealous in the Behalf of his Majesty’s government.” Dr. Cobham 
left with the British army in 1781 and his property was confiscated. 
English Records, Box 4; Saunders, Colonial Records, VIII, 584, 659; IX, 
1152, 1166; X, 29, 30; Clark, State Records, XV, 191, XVI, 347-348; 
Cape Fear Mercury (Wilmington), 22 September 1773; New Hanover 
Wills, V, 31; Schaw, Journal of a Lady of Quality, 322-323. 
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Mary DeRosset, where M's. Nevin lives, Malatiah Hamilton 
for the house he lives in & Arthur Mabson for the House where 
John Walker lives, having removed their several encroachments 
Agreeable to a former Order of the Commissioners, ORDER’D 
that they be discharged from paying Ground Rent accordingly. 
It is further ORDER’D that the Ground Rents as they now 
Stand remain so taxed for the present year, and that William 
Shiver pay five shillings per annum for a Balcony to Mrs. 
Seares’ House. And that George Moore, Esq. Be discharged from 
paying Ground Rent for the present year. Also ORDER’D that 
Eighteen Shillings proc. be paid to Archibald Maclaine, Esq. 
which he paid for a plan of the Town, and also Two pounds 
14/ allowed to William Miller for Cedar. 


A. Maclaine 
John Ancrum 
Richard Player 


At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilmington 
on Wednesday 27 October 1773. Present: John Ancrum, Sam’. 
Campbell, Archibald Maclaine & Richard Player, Commissioners. 

ORDERED that Richard Player be paid three shillings and 
four pence proc. for a Lock for the Engine House Door. 

ORDERED that the Arches under Mr. W™. Campbells house 
where Dougald McKnight lives, Mr. John Robeson’s house where 
Mrs. Wilkins lives, and the house where William Shiver lives 
be raised nine Inches in Twenty days from this date, under 
the penalty of five shillings for every day they shall remain 
unrais’d afterwards. 

ORDERED that William Campbell, Esq. Be allowed Five 
pounds & one shilling & four pence Proc. on account of Money 
due from the Town of Wilmington, to him for Sundrys, per 
account formerly rendered. 

WHEREAS by an Order of the Commissioners dated 3° day 
of April, Inst. James Blyth was appointed keeper of the Engines 
belonging to the said Town with a Salary of Fifteen pounds proc. 
per annum, and the said James Blyth having neglected the trust 
reposed in him, ORDERED that, William Campbell & Richard 
Player be appointed keepers of the said Engines, with the said 
salary of fifteen pounds proc per annum, in the room of the 
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said James Blyth. And also ORDER’D that three keys be 
provided for the Engine House lock, and that one be left 
with Mr. William Campbell, and one with Mr. Richard Player, 
and one with Mr. Henry Rooks. 

ORDER’D that Mr. Robert Walker be allowed Five pounds 
proc., for his care and working of the Engines belonging to 
this Town. 

Information given to the Commissioners that James Grant 
sold Rum to a negro fellow named Richmond belonging to 
Henry Toomer, contrary to the Ordinances of this Town. 
ORDERED that James Grant be noticed to appear before 
the Commissioners to shew cause why he should not pay the 
fine inflicted on the said offence. Information also made to the 
Commissioners that William Miller sold Rum to a negro fellow 
named Arthur belonging to Frederick Gregg, Esq. contrary 
to Law. ORDERED that the said William Miller be noticed 
accordingly. 

WHEREAS the necessary house belonging to John Burgwin, 
Esq". erected upon his Lot where he now lives, and open to 
Market Street, is a nusance to the Inhabitants of this Town 
& the passengers that pass through the said Street. It is there- 
fore Ordered that the said John Burgwin do remove the said 
necessary house or cause a vault to be sunk so as to remove 
the said nusance, within twenty days. 


WHEREAS the necessary house erected. on the Lot belonging 
to William Campbell, Esqr. & where Phillip Jones now dwells 
is a nusance to the neighbourhood adjoining to the said Lot, 
and the Inhabitants of this Town. ORDERED that the said 
Phillip Jones remove the said nusance within Twenty days from 
this date upon the penalty of five shillings per day for every 
day he shall suffer the said nusance to remain afterwards. 

The Commissioners have agreed to meet the first and third 
Monday in every Month from this date, at 11 oClock in the 
morning; and such Commissioner or Commissioners failing to 
attend shall forfeit & pay ten Shillings proc. to be applied to 
the benefit of the said Town, unless a reasonable excuse for 
such non attendance be made. 

ORDER’D that the Steps erected before the House belonging 
to Frederick Gregg, Esqr. where Messrs. Ancrum & Co. keep 
their Store; and the Steps erected before the house belonging 
to Mrs. Gabie where John Kirkwood lives, be removed within 
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Twenty days from this date, under the Penalty of five shillings 
proc. for every day they shall suffer the same to remain after- 
wards. 

A. Maclaine 

J. Burgwin 

John Ancrum 

Samuel Campbell 

Richard Player 


At a meeting of the Commissioners Tuesday the 24 Nov’. 
1773. Present: John Burgwin, Arch*. Maclaine, Richard Player 
& John Ancrum, Commissioners. 

James Grant appeared, and was excused. 

David Smith appeared, and was fined four pounds Proc’. 
Money for dealing & trafficking with negroes contrary to the 
Laws of this Province, which fine was paid to the Town Clerk. 
William Miller appeared, and was fined forty shillings, proc. 
for dealing with negroes contrary to Law which fine was 
paid to the Town Clerk. 

A. Maclaine 
John Ancrum 
Richard Player 


At a meeting of the Commissioners on Monday 6 Dec". 1773. 
Present: John Burgwin, Archd. Maclaine, John Ancrum, & 
Richard Player, Commissioners. 


John Walker, Senr. informs against John Barnes for selling 
Rum to a slave. ORDER’D that he have notice to appear & shew 
cause at next meeting. 
Mr. Ancrum has had information that Catharine Lent has 
sold rum to a slave. ORDERED that she have notice to appear 
& shew cause at next meeting. 

Jno. Burgwin 

John Ancrum 

Richard Player 

A. Maclaine 
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At a meeting of the Commisioners on Tuesday the 7 Dec". 1773. 
Present: Arch*. Maclaine, John Ancrum & Richard Player, 
Commissioners. 

Upon the complaint of Yelverton Fowke that a half bushell 
measure the property of William Wilkinson, (by which a 
quantity of salt bought by the said William Wilkinson was 
measured) is much too large, the said Yelverton Fowke & 
William Wilkinson have been summoned to appear, & the half 
bushell measure complained of, being produced & examined by 
a measure indisputably just, was found to be exactly right, We 
therefore in justice to Mr. Wilkinson, whose reputation has 
been injured, do acquit him of any fraud, & do certify that 
with respect to the said accusation he has acted uprightly. 

Richard Player 
John Ancrum 
A. Maclaine 


At a meeting of the Commissioners on Monday 3 J anuary 1774. 
Present: John Burgwin, John Ancrum & Richard Player, Com- 
missioners. 

Upon information that David Smith hath sold Rum to Ne- 
groes, which he confesses, ORDER’D that he be fined forty 
shillings Proc. agreeable to law. 

Catharine Lent neglecting to appear agreeable to a former 
order, Order’d that she be fined forty shillings proc. agreeable 
to Law. 

ORDER’D that John Moffat have notice to appear at next 
meeting to shew cause why he should not be fined for his 
Chimney being on fire. 

John Ancrum 

J. Burgwin 

Richard Player 


At a meeting of the Commissioners on Wednesday 19th January 
1774. Present: John Burgwin, John Ancrum, & Archibald Mac- 
laine, Esq". 

ORDERED that John Kelly have notice to appear before the 
Commissioners at their next meeting to shew cause why he 
should not pay the fine for his Chimney being on fire. 
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John Moffat appeared before the Commissioners, & not 
shewing sufficient cause agreeable to a former Order. OR- 
DERED that he be fined forty shillings proc. money & that a 
warrant of distress issue for the same. 

ORDERED that a Tax of Twelve Shillings proc!. Money be 
laid upon every male Taxable in this Town for the present 
year and that the same be paid to Mr. John London, on or 
before the 10th day of March, otherwise to be levied upon 
agreeable to Law & that Publick Notice be given in the Cape 
Fear Mercury, accordingly. 

ORDERED that the Town Clerk prepare a State of the 
Public Account of the monies received, & expended for the 
use of the Town last year, and that the same be published 
in the Cape Fear Mercury. 

Jno. Burgwin 
John Ancrum 
A. Maclaine 


At a meeting of the Commissioners on the first Monday in 
February being the 7th day 1774. 

Information being made by Henry Young that the chimney of 
Nelson was on fire the 13th of Jan. last. Ordered that he have 
notice to appear & shew cause &c. 

Ordered that John Moffat and John Kelly be fined forty 
shillings each for suffering their chimnies to be on fire, they 
having had notice and appeared heretofore. 

Ordered that Notice issue to the inhabitants to give in their 
Taxables for the present year at the house of Mr. Dekeyser on 
Wednesday the 9th instant. 

Ordered that the town clerk advertise in the Cape Fear 
Mercury for a proper person to undertake the office of scavenger 
to the town. And also that the inhabitants have notice to 
assemble on Wednesday next at Mr. Dekeysers to consider the 
address drawn up and already signed by the county to their 
representative and to concur therein.’ 


162 This reference is to some public action, but existent records do not 
reveal the nature of or reason for the petition. Dissatisfaction with British 
rule was already widespread among certain elements in North Carolina, 
and this incident may very well have represented early political unrest. 
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A. Maclaine 
John Ancrum 
Jno. Burgwin 
Richard Player 


At a Meeting of the Commissioners on Tuesday the 1st March 
1774. Present: John Ancrum, Arch‘, Maclaine & Richard Player. 
Lehansius Dekeyser was fined forty Shillings for suffering 
his Chimney to be on fire. 
A. Maclaine 
John Ancrum 
Richard Player 


At a meeting of the Commissioners on Monday the 21st of 
March 1774. Present: John Ancrum, Rich’ Player & Arché 
Maclaine. 


At a meeting of the Commissioners on Monday the 4th April 
1774. Present: John Burgwin, Rich*. Player, Sam!. Campbell 
& A. Maclaine, Commissioners. 

At this meeting it is agreed that Mr. Henry Toomer (being 
present & consenting) be appointed to undertake the Office of 
Scavenger of the Town for one year from the date, & that 
he immediately, or as soon as it can be done, cleanse the 
Streets effectually, and continue to keep the same Clean at 
least once every week if necessary, in consideration of which 
the Commissioners have agreed to pay him the sum of Twenty 
Pounds proclamation money. 

ORDERED that the Inhabitants of the Town do carry their 
ashes, Sweepings, and all other trash that will not be offensive 
to the low ground in Princess Street near Mr. Forsters house, 
to the Low Ground joining the Arch in Market Street Near 
Mr. Ancrums, at the head of the Dock on Dock Street, and on 
the Low ground in Second Street, between the Lotts of Mr. 
Lyon & Mr. Maclaine.1& 


163 This is a rather early attempt to use garbage and trash as land fill 
for the reclamation of low swampy land. 
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A. Maclaine 
Jno. Burgwin 
Richard Player 


At a meeting of the Commissioners on Wednesday the 18th 
May 1774. Present: John Burgwin, Arch’ Maclaine, John An- 
erum & Samuel Campbell, Esq'*, Com’. 

William Maxwell is hereby nominated and appointed Town 
Surveyor, to continue in the said Office during his good be- 
havior therein, with a salary of five pounds to be paid him each 
year out of the Town Tax, or other monies belonging to the 
Town, in consideration of which the said William Maxwell 
shall do all the Surveying business, for which private persons 
are not liable to pay, particularly he shall be obliged when 
thereto required by the Commissioners, to ascertain from time 
to time the corners of such Squares as may be thought necessary 
& fix posts therein, the expence of providing & fixing which 
shall be paid for by the Town Treasurer. And the Commissioners 
do order that the said surveyor shall be entitled to & receive 
the sum of ten shillings proclamation money for each & 
every single Lot he shall survey and lay out by order of the 
Commissioners, & if there are more than two Lots adjoining 
or in one Square, then he shall receive only the sum of Six 
shillings & Eight pence for each Lot, and if there are more 
than two lots in one Square then the sum of five shillings for 
each & every Lot surveyed in each Square as aforesaid. Pro- 
vided always that the several Lots in one Square as aforesaid 
do belong to one person or to more than One person in joint 
tenancy, tenancy in common, or coparcenary. And it is further 
Ordered that if the said surveyor shall neglect or refuse to 
Attend and lay out any Lot or Lotts within two days after he 
shall be thereto required by the Commissioners he shall pay a 
fine of twenty Shillings unless he shall shew sufficient cause 
to their satisfaction. And when any person is desirous to have 
his Lot or Lots ascertained he shall make application to the 
Surveyor who thereupon shall apply to any of the Commis- 
sioners for an Order to make the said Survey under the penalty 
aforesaid. 

Upon application of John Burgwin, Esq’. to the Town sur- 
veyor, to survey and ascertain his Lots No.—in the Plan of the 
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Town. ORDERED that the Town surveyor do survey & as- 
certain the same accordingly. 

Also upon application of John London to the Town Surveyor, 
to survey & ascertain his 14 Lot No. 17, in the Plan of the 
Town. Ordered that the Town Surveyor do survey & ascertain 
the same accordingly. 

A. Maclaine 

J. Burgwin 
John Ancrum 
Richard Player 


At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilmington 
on Tuesday the 14th June 1774. Present: John Burgwin, Arch’. 
Maclaine, John Ancrum, Richard Player, Commissioners. 

ORDERED that a Ducking Stool'* be provided for the use of 
the Town, and that the same be paid for out of the Town Tax. 

ORDERED that John Ross, the person inhabiting the House 
adjoining to where George Palmer lives, belonging to William 
Campbell, have notice to appear before the Commissioners 
at their next meeting to shew cause why he should not pay the 
fine for suffering HIS chimney to be on fire, &c. 

ORDERED that the following persons have notice to appear 
before the Commissioners at their next meeting to shew cause 
why they should not be fined for dealing & trafficking with 
negroes contrary to Law. Vizt. John Moffat, Henry McLorinan, 
Catharine McLorinan, Harrold Blackmore, Thomas a free Ne- 
groe at Doct. Geekies,1® Ann Crutchfield, Hannah Dunbibin, & 
Dugald McKnight. 


164 A ducking stool (usually used for women) was a rude armchair 
usually fastened to a wooden beam and fixed as a seesaw on the edge of a 
pond or stream of water. The offender was punished by being strapped 
in the chair and immersed in the stream. The number of duckings received 
depended upon the sentence of the court. This punishment often was used 
in England and America against witches, prostitutes, and brawlers. 

165 Dr. James Geekie, “practitioner of Phisic,” appeared in New Hanover 
County records around 1773 and remained in Wilmington until his death 
in 1793. During 1775 and 1776 he served as a member of the Wilmington 
Committee of Safety and surgeon for the First Regiment of North Carolina 
Continental Troops. In 1779 he became a justice of the peace, but he 
was later suspended from that office because he had “attached” himself 
to the British forces during the British occupation of Wilmington. Geekie 
refused to honor his suspension and continued to sit as a justice. Saunders, 
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A. Maclaine 
Jno. Burgwin 
John Ancrum 
Richard Player 


At a meeting of the Commissioners on Thursday 16th Inst. 
1774. Present: John Burgwin, Samuel Campbell, John Ancrum, 
Richard Player & Arch*. Maclaine, Commissioners. 

Agreeable to Notice, Henry McLorinan, Ann Crutchfield, John 
Moffat, Dugald McKnight, Harrold Blackmore & John Ross 
appeared before the Commissioners. Ann Crutchfield & John 
Ross fined each 40/, Henry McLorinan, John Moffat, Dugald 
McKnight & Harrold Blackmore acquitted. 

Information made by Harrold Blackmore against John Burg- 
win, Mess". Hogg & Campbell, Campbell & Gregg, Ancrum 
Forster & Brice, & Francis Clayton for dealing & trafficking 
with negroes contrary to Law. Ordered that they be noticed 
accordingly &c. They appeared & having made Oath agreeable to 
Law, were acquitted. 

William Maxwell appeared & Qualified as Town Surveyor by 
taking the following Oath, Vizt—‘‘You swear as Town Surveyor, 
you will well duely & truely execute the said Office according 
to the best of your knowledge, Skill & Ability, without favor 
or partiality to any person whatsoever— 

“So help you God.” 

The following accounts, Vizt. John Ancrum Amounting to 
£1138 & the Estate of John Watson, decd to £2—5—0, for 
Sundries supplied as Materials for an Arch in Market Street, 
allowed & ordered to be paid immediately out of the Town Tax. 

Ordered that Mr. Toomer, Town scavenger, do remove the 
ashes, sweepings, & all other trash, to the places heretofore di- 
rected & appointed for the Inhabitants to remove the same 

A. Maclaine 
Jno. Burgwin 
John Ancrum 
Richard Player 
Sam!, Campbell 


Peas ae eve mr ree mm a EN PE EAE TG GE EE SE ce ees cy a 
Colonial Records, X, 69, 358, 487; Clark, State Records, XX, 290; New 
Hanover Deed Books, H, 92; Walker, New Hanover Court Minutes, II, 19, 
45; New Hanover County Wills, II, 78. 
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At a meeting in the afternoon this 16 June 1774. Present: Mr. 
Burgwin, Mr. Ancrum, Mr. Maclaine, Mr. R. Player & Mr. 
Samuel Campbell, Commissioners. 

Mrs. Dunbibin examined, and acknowledging the Offence 
was fined 40/, which was paid to the Town Clerk. 

Catharine McLorinan, a sole trader & wife of Henry Mc- 
Lorinan, neglecting to appear agreeable to Notice, Ordered 
that she be fined forty shillings Procl. Money, and in default 
of Payment a warrant of distress to issue against her Goods 
& Chattles agreeable to Law. 

ORDERED that the Town Clerk advertize in the Cape Fear 
Mercury for a proper person to undertake the Office of Town 
Scavenger. 

John Ancrum 
A. Maclaine 

J. Burgwin 
Sam!, Campbell 
Richard Player 


At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wil- 
mington on Tuesday the 6 day of September 1774. Present: Mr. 
Maclaine, Mr. Campbell & Mr. Richard Player, Com". 

Ordered that Samuel Bunting be paid Eight pounds ten 
shillings & eight pence procl. money out of the Town tax, for 
three pumps & covers & nosles furnished for the use of this 
Town. | 

Mr. W™ Maxwell appointed Town Scavenger with a salary 
of twenty five pounds proc. for the present year, to commence 
from this day, but if he is continued in the said office for any 
longer time, then to be allowed at the rate of Twenty Pounds 
per annum only. 

ORDERED that the Town Clerk pay Samuel Dunlap Ten 
pounds Proc. out of the Town Tax, in part of his account for 
Bricklayers work done for the use of the Town. Also Ordered 
that the Town Clerk pay Samuel Dunlap the £ 8—10—8 allowed 
to Sam!. Bunting, upon his giving a rect. for the same in behalf 
of Bunting. 

ORDERED that William Wilkinson have notice to appear at 
next meeting to shew Cause why he should not be fined for 
suffering his chimney to be on fire. 
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A. Maclaine 
Richard Player 
Sam!. Campbell 


At a meeting of the Commissioners of the Town of Wilming- 
ton on Wednesday the 11 October 1774. Present: Archibald 
Maclaine, John Ancrum & Richard Player, Comm". 

WHEREAS an order passed the 27 day of October 1773 
directing Mr. W™ Campbell & Mr. John Robeson to raise the 
Arch under the houses where Dugald McKnight & Mrs. Wilkins 
lives hath not been complied with. ORDERED that the said 
W" Campbell & John Robeson be noticed to shew Cause at 
next meeting why they should not pay the fine incurred by 
such neglect. 

ORDERED that Erasmus Hanson be noticed to shew Cause 
why he should not pay the fine for suffering his Chimney to 
be on fire. 

ORDERED that James Harper be noticed to shew cause why 
he should not pay the fine incurred by dealing with negroes 
contrary to Law. 

ORDERED that Charles Jewkes & William Gregory be fined 
Twenty shillings Proc! money each for laying a nusance near 
the Arch in Market Street. Also ORDERED that the said 
Charles Jewkes & William Gregory do remove the said nusance 
within five days after Notice, otherwise they will be fined Ten 
Shillings per day for every day they shall suffer the said 
nusance to remain after the expiration of the said five days. 

ORDERED that Henry Rooks do raise the Chimney belonging 
to his back house adjoining John Quinces House in Marsdens 
Alley.1® Also Ordered that John Quince, Esq. do raise the 
Chimney belonging to his house adjoining to Henry Rook’s 
back house in Marsdens Alley, and that the said Henry Rooks 
& John Quince do raise the st Chimneys within one month after 
Notice, under the penalty of Forty Shillings for every day they 
shall suffer the same to be unraised after the Expiration of the 
said Month. 


166 Marsden’s Alley ran from the river to Front Street between Market 
and Dock. Rufus Marsden and John Quince owned property adjoining the 
twelve-foot-wide alley, and the east end was for a time known as Quince’s 
Alley. 
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ORDERED that Notice issue to James Walker & John DuBois 
to shew Cause at next meeting, why they should not be 
fined for laying nusances in Dock Street contrary to the Ordi- 
nances of this Town. 

Agreed that the next meeting be on Friday afternoon at 
4 o’clock (15th inst.), 

A. Maclaine 
Richard Player 
John Ancrum 
Samuel Campbell 


At a meeting of the Commissioners on Fryday the 14th day 
of October 1774. Present: Mr. Ancrum, Mr. Maclaine & Mr. 
Richard Player, Commissioners. 

Mr. William Campbell appeared agreeable to Notice, & having 
made it appear that he could not provide himself with Bricks 
suitable for the purpose of rebuilding the Arch under his 
House where Dougald McKnight Lives.—Ordered that he be 
excused accordingly & that he raise the said Arch within thirty 
days from this date. Subject to the fine agreeable to former 
Order for every day he shall suffer the same to remain un- 
raised, after the expiration of the said Thirty Days. 

John Ancrum 
A. Maclaine 
Richard Player 


At a meeting of the Commissioners on Tuesday the 8 day of 
November 1774. Present: John Ancrum, Samuel Campbell, A. 
Maclaine & Rich’ Player, Commissioners. 

Information made against Rich*. Rundle for dealing with 
Negroes contrary to Law. Ordered to be noticed. 

It is agreed at that this meeting to employ James Grant, or 
any other person, in case Grant should not go about it imediately, 
to oversee the Cleansing of the Streets of this Town, & that 
he have power to hire six negroes to work thereon, for which 
he is to be allowed Six Shillings per day for himself & three 
Shillings for each of the negroes per day whilst employed on 
the said Streets, & to be allowed one day to engage & hire the 
said hands. 
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John Ancrum 
A. Maclaine 
Richard Player 
Sam!. Campbell 


At a meeting of the Commissioners on Monday January 
QTL Ds 
Present: 
M:. Burgwin 
M:. Ancrum 
M’. Maclaine, & 
M:. Sam!. Campbell 

ORDERED that Samuel Dunlap’s accounts for bricklayers 
work, negro hire, & Sundry Materials for raising the Arch on 
Dock Street, amounting to Forty Six pounds 13/ procl. Money, 
be allowed, & that the Town Clerk pay the same out of the 
Town Tax, after deducting therefrom ten pounds already paid 
to Mr. Dunlap. 

ORDERED that the Town Clerk pay John Burgwin, Esq. 
out of the Town Tax, Ten pounds 3/4 procl. Money for the 
amount of his account for Ton Timber supplied for the use 
of the Town by order of the late Commissioners. 

AGREED with Samuel Dunlap to build an Arch from the 
drain that comes from M'. Burgwin’s Garden to the arch here- 
after mentioned & an Arch from a well to be sunkd near Mr 
Burgwin’s corner to the main Arch crossing Market Street at 
Two Shillings per foot for himself & Labourers, and another 
Arch to begin also at the drain that comes from M:'. Burgwins 
Garden, across Second Street into Mrs. Waddell’s Cellar where 
Doct’. Tucker lives, at the same rates, and that he sink the 
well near Mr. Burgwins corner & fix the pump therein, for 
which he is to be allowed ten Shillings per day exclusive 
of materials & Labourers. M’. Burgwin agrees to find the Bricks 
for the upper Arch across Second Street to where Doct’. 
Tucker lives. 

ORDERED that Samuel Dunlap be employd to sink the 
wells & fix the Pumps therein in Front Street, & to be allowed 
ten shillings per day exclusive of materials & Labourers. 

M:. William Maxwell agrees to continue as Town Scavenger 
at the Salary already allowed him, deducting therefrom 
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£ 8—15—0 paid James Grant for cleaning the Streets, & the 
am‘. of the Costs incurred on the Indictment against the Com- 
missioners,'*" provided the same does not exceed five pounds. 
ORDERED that Sam! Dunlap be allowed forty Shillings for 

his extraordinary Trouble & hiring & overseeing the negroes 
filling up the Arches &c. 

A. Maclaine 

J. Burgwin 

John Ancrum 

Sam!, Campbell 


Tuesday Jan’. 6th 1778 
The Freeholders of the Town of Wilmington met at the 

Court House to Choose Commissioners for the said Town when 
Richard Player & Jonathan Dunbibin was agreed to take the 
poll & on closing the following persons appear’d to have the 
greatest number of Votes, Vizt. John DuBois, Richard Bradley, 
John Kirkwood, Andrew Ronaldson'** & Henry Toomer—when 
they were there upon declared duly elected. 

Richard Player 

Jona. Dunbibin 


January 16 1778 

John DuBois, Henry Toomer, Richard Bradley, John Kirkwood, 
Andrew Ronaldson Qualified before John Ancrum, Esq’. agree- 
able to Law. 


167 On October 7, 1774, the Wilmington town commissioners were charged 
in county court with neglect of duty. John DuBois, John London, Caleb 
Grainger, and John Robinson appeared as witnesses and the defendents 
were found guilty: “Motion in arrest of judgment and reasons therefor 
‘filed’.”’ Apparently the indictment was the result of Maxwell’s failure to 
keep the streets cleaned as employed to do in September of 1774. Walker, 
New Hanover Court Minutes, II, 29. 

168 Andrew Ronaldson, carpenter and town commissioner, was a nephew 
of a Wilmington merchant, Alexander Duncan. Andrew Ronaldson and his 
wife, Margaret, lived at the corner of Second and Dock streets; he served 
on the Wilmington and New Hanover Committees of Safety during 1775. 
He died in 1782. Saunders, Colonial Records, IX, 1143; X, 283, 334; New 
Hanover Deed Books, L, 368; N.C. Wills, IX, 3; New Hanover Will Books, 
C, 365. 
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At a meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wil- 
mington on Tuesday 20" January 1778. 
Present John Dubois 
Henry Toomer 
Rich* Bradley 
John Kirkwood 
& 
Andrew Ronaldson 

The Commissioners appointed Jonathan Dunbibin as Clerk 
and allowed him a sallary of Fifteen Pounds per Annum, ex- 
clusive of the Commissions allowed by Law for collecting the 
Town Tax. 

ORDERED that the Clerk advertise for proper persons to 
undertake the Office of Town Scavenger, the repairing the 
Engines & making two Publick Ladders. 

ORDERED that all persons having rubbish or any nusances 
lying before their doors or Lots in the Streets or Alleys of this 
Town, do remove the same within fourteen days from this date, 
to some place directed by two or more of the Commissioners 
under the penalty of five dollars. And for every day it shall 
lay after that time to pay one dollar per day. 

This excepted ORDERED that a Tax of fifteen shillings current 
money be laid upon every male Taxable in this Town for the 
present year, and that the same be paid to Jonathan Dunbibin 
on or before the 10th of March, otherwise to be levied upon 
agreeable to Law, and that publick notice be given accordingly. 

The Commissioners have agreed to meet the first & third 
Tuesday in every month from this date. And such Commissioners 
failing to attend shall forfeit & pay one dollar to be applied to 
the benefit of the said Town, unless a reasonable excuse for 
such non attendance be made. 

ORDERED that the Inhabitants of the Town do attend 
John Ancrum, Esquire on Monday the 26" inst. to give in a 
list of all the male Taxables in their families. 

ORDERED that John DuBois, esq™ be Treasurer for the Town, 
and that Mr. Dunbibin the collector do pay into the hands of 
John DuBois all the monies he shall receive for said Town 
and take his receipt for the same. 

ORDERED that all persons owning Hogs and suffering them 
to run at large in the Streets of this Town shall forfeit & 
pay for every such Hog at the rate of Five shillings for every 


Commissioners 
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day such Hog or Hogs shall be suffered to run at large in the 
said Town after the 5th day of February next. 

ORDERED that each and every Master & Mistress of a 
Family in the said Town, shall, and they are hereby required, 
within three months after the date hereof, to provide him or 
herself with two good and sufficient Leathern buckets with his 
or her name thereon, to be kept hung up in some publick place 
in their respective Houses, to be ready in cases of Fire, under 
the penalty of ten Shillings per month, for every bucket such 
Master or Mistress shall neglect or refuse to provide as afore- 
said, to be forfeited and paid upon inspection of the respective 
houses in the said Town by the Commissioners or any of them, 
unless the several buckets required by this order are provided. 


ORDERED that if any fire buckets should happen to be lost 
at any future fire, the owner or owners thereof shall be paid 
for the same out of the Publick Stock of the said Town, pro- 
vided such owner or any other person do swear that such 
bucket were used at such fire, and had the owners name thereon, 
but not otherwise. 

ORDERED that no person whatever shall presume to make 
or have any fire on any of the Wharfs, Streets or Lots in this 
Town after sunsett, under the penalty of Twenty Shillings 
Current money for each Offence, if committed by a white 
person, and if by a negro the said negro to be whipped at the 
discretion of any one or more of the Commissioners. 


ORDERED that all Slaves who keep houses seperate from 
their Masters and Mistresses, do remove from the same in 
fifteen days from this date under the penalty of receiving thirty 
nine lashes on their bare backs at the publick whipping Post, 
and if the Master or Mistress of any slave or slaves shall suffer 
or permit him, her or them to keep any seperate house as 
aforesaid, not near or adjoining to the house of such Master 
or Mistress, shall forfeit & pay for every such slave at the 
rate of five Shillings per day for every day such slave or slaves 
shall continue to live seperate as aforesaid. 

ORDERED that no white person or persons hereafter shall 
on any pretence whatever presume to deal, trade or traffick 
with any slave or slaves for any matter or thing whatever 
without a Ticket or Tickets from the Master or Mistress or 
Overseer of such slave or slaves particularly expressing the 
same, under the penalty of Forty Shillings. 
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ORDERED that no slave or other Person shall after the 
31st inst. presume to ride any Horse, Mare, or Gelding im- 
moderately fast thro’ any Street or Alley within this Town 
under the penalty of five shillings for each offence, if a white 
person; or if a negro, the said negro to be whipped at the dis- 
cretion of any one or more of the Commissioners. 

ORDER’D that every Person who shall suffer his, her or 
their Chimney to get on Fire, he, she or they so offending 
shall pay a fine of five dollars for every offence. 

John DuBois 
Andrew Ranaldson 
Henry Toomer 
Rich’. Bradley 
Jno. Kirkwood 


At a meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wil- 
mington on Tuesday the 28th January 1778. Present: John 
DuBois, Andrew Ronaldson, Henry Toomer, Rich*. Bradley. 

Upon information that Peter Brown & George Logan hath 
sold Rum to negroes, Order’d that they be Noticed to appear 
at the next meeting to shew cause why they should not be fined. 

ORDERED that the Inhabitants of this Town do attend 
Jona. Dunbibin on Monday the 2nd Feb” next to give in a list 
of the male Taxables. 

ORDERED that if any person or persons shall expose to sale 
any Fire Wood in this Town that shall be less than four feet 
long, after the 1st day of March next, such wood shall be for- 
feited to the use of the poor of this County. 

ORDERED that any person or persons having Lumber, canoes 
&c. lying in the Street near the Market Wharf, do immediately 
remove the same, otherwise they will be fined. 

ORDERED that Mr. John Kirkwood do pay a fine of one 
Dollar for being absent this Meeting, unless he shew sufficient 
reason for such absence at our next meeting. 

Andrew Ranaldson 
Henry Toomer 
John DuBois II 
Rich*. Bradley 
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At a meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wil- 
mington on Tuesday the 3™ Feb’ 1778. 


Present 
John Dubois Henry Toomer 
R¢, Bradley & 
Jn°. Kirkwood And” Ronaldson 


Peter Brown and George Logan appeared agreeable to a 
summons issued, and was excused. 

Upon information of Mr. Tho’. Hendersons Chimney being 
on fire, Ordered that a notice issue for him to appear at the 
next meeting to shew cause why he should not be fined. 

ORDERED that a notice issue to John Ancrum and John Ring- 
rose to appear at the next meeting to shew cause why they 
should not be fined for having Rubbish laying before their Lots. 

ORDERED that John DuBois Esq. agree with some person 
or persons to repair the Fire Engines, to make two publick 
Ladders & put handles to the Fire Hooks. 

Mr. John Kirkwood making a sufficient excuse for his not 
appearing at the last Meeting was excused from paying the 
fine. 

Henry Toomer 
Richd. Bradley 
Jno. Kirkwood 
Andrew Ranaldson 
John DuBois 


At a meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wil- 
mington on Tuesday the 17 Feb’ 1778. Present: Rich‘. Bradley, 
Henry Toomer, John DuBois, John Kirkwood & Andrew Ronald- 
son. 

ORDERED That John Guerard be Noticed to appear at the 
next meeting to shew cause why he should not be fined for 
suffering his negro wench named Molly to keep a House in this 
Town after the 5th day of this instant. 

ORDERED that a Notice issue to the Constable to warn the 
Inhabitants to give in a list of their male Taxables, they have 
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not heretofore given in, that they give in the same to Mr. 
Dunbibin on the 24th day of this instant. 

ORDERED that Mr. DuBois agree with some person or 
persons to carry sand to cover the Arches and make good the 
drain that runs from Mr. Burgwins Lott. 

Rich* Bradley 
John DuBois II 
Henry Toomer 
Jno. Kirkwood 
Andrew Ranaldson 


At a meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wil- 
mington on Tuesday the 24th Feby 1778. Present: John Kirk- 
wood, Henry Toomer, John DuBois, Richt Bradley & Andrew 
Ronaldson. 

Mr. Mansfield appeared agreeable to a summons issued by the 
Clerk by request of the Commissioners for selling liquor to the 
negro wench belonging to the estate of William Miller. 

ORDERED that he pay the fine of 40/ for the said offence. 
Peter Brown appeared agreeable to a summons iss*. by the 
Clerk by request of the Commissioners, for dealing with a 
negro wench belonging to the Estate of W™ Miller. Ordered 
that he be excused. 

John Ringrose app? agreeable to the summons iss’. last 
meeting for suffering Rubbish to lay before his Lot. Ord‘. 
that he be fined 4/. 

Andrew Ranaldson 
Jno. Kirkwood 
John DuBois II 
Henry Toomer 
Richd. Bradley 


At a meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wil- 
mington on Tuesday the 17 March 1778. Present: Andrew 
Ronaldson, John DuBois, Henry Toomer, John Kirkwood & 
Richard Bradley. 

ORDERED that John Ancrum, John Burrows, Sarah Will- 
kings, Peter Brown & Lee. Dekeysor be fined the sum of 
forty shills each for suffering their Hogs to run at large in the 
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streets of this Town, and that warrants of distress be iss‘. 
accordingly. 

ORDERED that any person suffering their Boats or canoes 
to lay in the Market Dock do pay a fine of two shillings per 
day after this date. 

ORDERED that the Inhabitants of this Town do pay into 
the hands of Jonathan Dunbibin ten days after date a Tax 
of fifteen shillings per pole on all the male Taxables in their 
respective Famalies. 

Andrew Ranaldson 
Jn°. Kirkwood 
Henry Toomer 
Rich*. Bradley 
John DuBois II 


[page cut] 1 


At a meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wil- 
mington on Tuesday 21st July 1778. Present: Richard Bradley, 
Andrew Ranaldson, John Kirkwood, John DuBois. 

John Gilliard presented his account amounting to Fifteen 
pounds 4/ for work done for the Public in 1774 & said Amt. 
being duly proved. Ordered that the Clerk pay the said Gilliard 
the s*. sum of Fifteen pounds four shillings. 

Said Gilliard proposed to work the Fire Engines & to find 
four able Negroes for that purpose, once a month, from the 
date hereof to the 21st Jan’ 1779, for the sum of Six pounds 
five shillings currency AGREED. 

Also to cover the Brick Arch & raise the ground 15 feet each 
side from Mrs. Boyd’s fence to Mr. Benning’s and to repair & 
clean the Streets, he finding a good and sufficient Cart, with 
two horses & two able Negroes for that purpose, & that he 
will personally attend to see the said work accomplished, for 
the sum of Three pounds, 10/ per day. 

[AGREED] 


169 A full page was cut from the book at this point, possibly destroying 
minutes for one or more meetings of the commissioners. 
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At a meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wil- 
mington of Tuesday the 18th August 1778. Present: Henry 
Toomer, R*. Bradley, And’. Ronaldson, & Jn°. Kirkwood. 


ORDERED that the Clerk pay to Mr. Jn°. Gilliard the sum 
of Twenty one pounds sixteen shillings for six days work of 
his Horse, Cart & negro. 


Upon information that James McKay, Jacob Bagley, Peter 
Brown & Ja’ Mansfield hath sold Rum & trafficked with negroes. 
Ordered that they be fined 40/ each. 

Information being made against Geo. Logan, John Gilliard, 
Thos. Graham, Rich*. Bradley, Cath". Ward, and John James 
Ward for dealing & trafficking with negroes contrary to Law. 
They appeared & was acquitted. 


ORDERED that the Clerk pay Messrs. And™. & Arch*. 
Ronaldson the sum of Seven Pounds one Shilling—for work 
done. 


ORDERED that no white Person or Persons hereafter shall 
on any pretence whatever, presume to deal, trade or traffick 
with any slave or slaves, for any matter or thing whatever 
without a Ticket or Tickets from the Master, Mistress or Over- 
seer of such slave or slaves particularly expressing the same, 
under the penalty of Ten Pounds current money. 

ORDERED that if any slave or slaves be found in the Streets 
of this Town after the hour of 9 oClock at night, from the 
20th day of March to the 22™4 day of September or after 10 
oClock from the 234 day of September to the 19" day of March, 
or the ringing of the Bell at those hours of the night (un- 
less such slave or slaves have a Ticket from their Master 
or Mistress, or have a Candle & Lanthorn) shall be taken 
up by any Inhabitant of this Town & put in the Stocks, and 
receive Thirty Nine lashes on their bare back at the Publick 
Whipping Post. 

ORDERED that Jonathan Dunbibin do agree with some 
Person to Ring the Court House Bell every night. 

ORDERED that Mr. And’. Ranaldson do agree with some per- 
son or Persons to repair the Drain running through Front Street 
near Mr. Campbells. 

On information that Mat*. Van Alstine hath Rode im- 
moderately through the Streets of this Town. Ordered that he 
pay the fine of 5/. 
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At a meeting of the Commissioners for the Town of Wil- 
mington on Tuesday the 15th Dec’. 1778. Present: Richard 
Bradley, John Kirkwood, Andrew Ranaldson, Henry Toomer. 

ORDERED that the Clerk pay to Mrs. Priscilla Kennon the 
sum of Ten Pounds for Negro hire working on the Arch. 

ORDERED that the Clerk pay to Fran’. Brice the sum of 
Five pounds Hight shillings for negro hire work on the Arch. 

ORDERED that the Clerk pay to Andrew & Arch‘. Ranaldson 
the sum of Eighteen Pounds Eleven Shillings for Lumber & 
negro hire for the Arch. 

ORDERED that the Clerk pay to Sam!. Campbell the sum 
of Five Pounds four Shillings for negro hire working on the 
Arch. 

ORDERED that the Clerk pay to William Evans the sum of 
forty Shillings for negro hire working on the Arch. 

ORDERED that the Clerk pay to John Burriss the sum of 
Twelve Pounds for work & negro hire on the two Arches. 

ORDERED that the Clerk pay to George Jacobs the sum of 
Twenty Shillings for work on the Arch. 

John Kirkwood 
Henry Toomer 
Rich*. Bradley 
Andrew Ranaldson 
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A 


Acts of Assembly, concerning Wil- 
mingtonpxxili; 24135, 16222: 

Adamson, Alexander: is constable 
(1761), 112; is on street workers’ 
list, 105; is paid to maintain fire 
engine, 110, 111. 

Albemarle region, xxxv. 


eee their duties, outlined, 

Allen, Eleazer: opposes Wilming- 
ton Town Bill, xx; protests pas- 
sage of bill, xxi; settles on Cape 
Fear, xv. 

Alexander Duncan & Co. (Duncan, 
Ancrum and Schaw), 100n. See 
also Ancrum & Schaw. 

American Revolution: British de- 
parture, 106n; British occupation 
of Wilmington, 225n; persons 
identified as Loyalists include 
(Samuel) Campbell, 209n, (Cath- 
erine) DeRosset, 121n, (Lewis 
H.) DeRosset, 40n; persons iden- 
tified as Patriots include (John) 
Ancrum, 194n, (James) Blythe, 
97n, (Richard) Bradley, 120n, 
(Francis) Brice, 195n, (Caleb) 
Grainger, 7n, (Cornelius) Har- 
nett, 40n, (David) James, 185n, 
(John) Merrick, 46n, (Stephen) 
Player, 107n, (William) Pur- 
viance, 103n, (Henry) Toomer, 
113n; references to, 26n, 80n, 
103n, 160n. See also Confiscation 
ot property. 

Ancrum, John (Mr. Ancrum, An- 
crums): compiles tax list, 232; 
his account with town, settled, 
226; identified, 99n-100n, 194n; is 
cited for littering street, 235; is 
fined for ordinance violation, 
236; lives on lot of Parker 
Quince, 202; receives report of 
illegal trading, 220; references 
to, 104n, 183n,)/223> sservese as 
commissioner, 194-231 passim. 

Ancrum & Schaw: firm of, com- 
missioned to buy fire engine, 209; 
listed as defaulters, 183, 186, 
191; reference to partnerships, 
194n. 

Ancrum Forster & Brice, acquitted, 
226. 

Ancrums, See Ancrum, John. 

Anderson, Alexander, purchases 
lot upon which Smith-Anderson 
House stands, 27. 

Andrews, Charles McLean, uses 
town book, xii. 


Andrews, Evangeline Walker, uses 
town book, xii. 

Animals: dogs, 56; goats, 160-162, 
LO Oem NO SSN LOO. 287.283. 
horses, #205421 05,212, 4,014 204. 
238. 

Ann Street, 82n, 97n. 

Antigua, xxxv. 

Applebee, Charles: is defaulter, 
105, 122; record of transactions 
with town, 107, 110. 

Arches, tunnels, 19n, 207n, 218, 229, 
230, 2ZolpZeGrZaiweoad! 

Arlow, Bridget (Mrs. James Ar- 
low) : identified, 121n; is default- 
er, 121; keeps ordinary, 46. 

Arlow, James: his estate, evaluat- 
ed, 95; his house, evaluated, 77; 
identified, 46n; is defaulter, 64; 
is fined for chimney fire, 85, 86; 
references to warrant against, 
46, 47; takes poll, 75, 86. 

Armstrong, Clement, is on street 
workers’ list, 105. 

Armstrong, Simon, is defaulter, 
58, 61. 

Arthur, slave of Frederick Gregg, 
Zig, 

Arthur, Francis, takes poll, 44. 

Ashe, John (Gen.), recommends 
Robert Bannerman, 186n. 

Ashe, John Baptista, settles on 
Cape Fear, xv. 

Axes, 89. 

Axsom (Axam), Thomas: identi- 
fied, 26n; is defaulter, 26. 


B 


Bagley, Jacob, is fined, 238. 

Bailey (Bailie), Elizabeth Smith, 
inherits lot, 27. 

Bake house, 26n, 38n. 

Bannerman (Bennerman), Robert: 
identified, 186n; is defaulter, 
186, 188, 191; is street overseer, 
193. 

Barbadoes, xxxv. 

Barn, Barthol: [Bartholomew?], is 
defaulter, 71. 

Barn, The, plantation of Henry 
Toomer, 113n. 

Barnes, George: is defaulter, 183, 
186, 191; takes poll, 188. 

Barnes, John, is reported for selling 
rum to slave, 220. 

Barnes, Nathaniel, is constable, 63. 

Barns, William (Wm., Willm.) : his 
estate, evaluated, 96; is default- 
er, 83, 90; is town constable, 65. 

Barren Inlet, 121n. 
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Barrett, Edward, is assessed rent 
for encroachment, 202. 


Bartram, William (Colonel): his 
house, evaluated, 95; identified, 
95n; mentioned, xx. 

Bartram, William (the naturalist) : 
describes his uncle, 95n; writes 
The Travels of William Bartram, 
95n. 

Bath County, xviii. 


Battle, Kemp P., publishes extracts 
from town book, xii. 


Beaufort, is invaded by Spanish, 
28n. 


Beef, price limit set, 44-45. 


Belanger, J. J., his map, pictured, 
x ie 


Bell (town bell) : announces slave 
curfew, 238; signals market 
opening, 154-155; summons fire- 
men and street workers, 160, 
189, 190. 


Benning, his fence is boundary for 
filling in land over arches, 237. 


Bentley, Johannes (Johans. Bent- 
ly): is defaulter, 71; pays de- 
ficiency, 68. 

Berriman, Benjamin, takes money, 
61. 

Beven (Bevin), Joseph: is default- 
Gr Tis P6, Lak. 

Beven, Thomas (Thos.): is de- 
faulter, 67, 83, 90, 104, 105, 120, 
121; is on street workers’ list, 
105; pays deficiency, 68. 

Bevil, Wm. [William?], is default- 
er, 115. 

Bevin, See Beven. 

Billiards, discussed, 31-32, 32n. 

Birnie, William (Wm., Willm.) : is 
defaulter, 29, 37; is freeholder, 
13; is on street workers’ list, 56; 
signs survey authorization, 12. 

Black, Isaac, is defaulter, 65. 

Blackmore, Capt., is fined, 188. 

Blackmore, Harrold (Herrall, Har- 
rol): is acquitted, 226; is as- 
sessed rent for encroachment, 
203; is cited for dealing with 
Negroes, 225; is defaulter, 186; 
is fined for chimney fire, 213; re- 
ports violators of “Negro laws,” 
226. 

Blackmore, Mrs. L., is fined for 
dealing with a Negro, 211. 

Bladen County, xx, 14n, 26n, 37n, 
53n, 59n, 64n, 82n, 95n. 

Blake’s Ferry, 59n. 

Blanning (Blaning), Hugh: identi- 


fied, 7n-8n; mentioned, 10, 11n; 
reference to his house, 9; sub- 
scribes money for 1748 survey, 7. 

Bloodworth, Jno [John?], is de- 
faulter, 71. 


Blythe, Alexander (Alesdr. Blyh, 
Alexr. Blyth): his house, eval- 
uated, 78, 96; is defaulter, 26, 
50, 83; is listed as a taxable, 84; 
is served with a warrant of dis- 
tress, 46, 55. 


Blythe, James (Jas. Blyth) : identi- 
fied, 97n; is defaulter, 103, 115, 
121, 124, 186; is fined, 211; is 
hired to build slip at wharf, 207; 
is hired to maintain fire engine, 
213, 215, 218; lives on Cotes 
property, 199; makes payment, 
108; serves as constable, 97. 

Blythe & James, defaulters, 191. 

Board of Trade, receives letter 
from Gabriel Johnston, xxii. 

Borough government. See xlii. 

Borough meetings, rules for con- 
duct of, 145. 

Borough officers (mayor, recorder, 
aldermen), provided by charter, 
ae 

“Borough Representation in North 
Carolina,’ by Mary Phlegar 
Smith, cited, xxiv. 

Borton, Mrs. Wright, her account 
is paid by Cornelius Harnett, 71. 

Boston, xxxv, 5n. 

Bowen, Mrs., fined, 188. 

Bowen, Luke, is defaulter, 119, 121. 

Boyd, Adam: edits Cape Fear 
Mercury, 192; identified, 201n; 
lives in Mrs. DuBois’s house, 217; 
mentioned, 215n; reference to his 
house, 201. 

Boyd, Mary Ivy DeRosset (Mrs. 
Adam Boyd), 201, 237. 

Bradley, Elizabeth Sharpless (Mrs. 
Richard Bradley), 120n. 

Bradley, Richard: identified, 120n; 
is commissioner, 231, 232, 234, 
935, 236, 237, 238, 239; is de- 
faulter, 120, 183, 191; is reported 
for trading with Negroes, 238. 

Bradley & Sharpless, defaulters, 
121, 124. 

Bread, regulation of its assizement 
and price, xxxiii, 151-153, 178- 
180. 

Brewer, Nicholas, is in Newton be- 
fore 1743, xvii. 

Brice, Elizabeth Jones (Mrs. 
Francis Brice), 195n. 

Brice, Francis: defects to British, 
195n; identified, 195n; is con- 
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victed of “immoderate riding,” 
212; is tax collector and town 
clerk, 205, 207; resigns as clerk 
and collector, 215; takes poll, 
195; works on arches, 289. 


Bricks, 109. 

Bridgen, Edward, 121n. 

Bridgen, John (the Rev.), 121n. 

Bridgen, Samuel, 121n. 

Bridgen Hall. See Ludlow Castle. 

Bridgen’s Pastime. See Ludlow 
Castle. 

British currency, explained, 17n. 

British taxation policy, is opposed 
by Moses J. DeRosset, 31n. 

Britton, Henry, is hired to build 
town arches, 207. 

Brown, Ann (Mrs. David Brown), 
64n. 

Brown, David: has certificate for 
road work, 84; his account, is 
paid by M. J. DeRosset, 76; his 
house, evaluated, 78, 96; identi- 
fied, 64n; is defaulter, 64, 67, 
iL VS2wl24-cis freeholder, 161; 
is listed as a taxable, 83; pays 
deficiency, 68. 

Brown, John, is defaulter, 83, 84. 

Brown, Joshua Moses Montgomery, 
64n. 

Brown, Peter: is cited for selling 
rum to Negroes, 234, 236; is ex- 
cused, 235; is fined, 236, 238. 

Brown, Sarah (Mrs. Thomas 
Brown), is heir of William 
Bartram, 95n. 

Brown, Thomas: is defaulter, 186, 
191; is tax delinquent, 182. 

Brown, William (Wm.), is default- 
ero104,%11541195121, 

Brunswick (Brunswick Town): 
ferries around, are marked on 
map, 85; is subjected to Spanish 
attack, 12n, 28n; its assembly- 
man is Parker Quince, 187n; its 
establishment, discussed, xv; ref- 
erence to, 37n. 

Brunswick, Port of: collector of, is 
William Dry, 78n; collector’s 
residence, is in Wilmington, xx; 
naval officer there, is James 
Smallwood, 2n; reference to, 
194n. 

Brunswick County, is represented 
by Archibald Maclaine in state 
Senate and House, 125n. 

Brunswick County Committee of 
Safety, has Parker Quince as 
member, 187n. 

Brunswick County militia, includes 
Parker Quince as colonel, 187n. 


Bryan, James (Jas.): identified, 
92n; is defaulter, 122; mentioned, 
92. 


Bugnion, Elizabeth Neale (Mrs. 
Ralph Bugnion, Mrs. Hugh Pur- 
die, Mrs. James Richardson) : her 
account with town, recorded, 58; 
identified, 53n; is credited with 
street work, 56; is defaulter, 53- 
54; mentioned, 37n. 

Bugnion, Ralph: identified, 37n; is 
commissioner, 42, 43, 44; is de- 
faulteres 7, 45) 60: 

Building codes, ordinances and laws 
pertaining to, xxx, xxxi, 16-17. 
Buntin, Mrs., lives in Jane DuBois’s 

house, 202. 

Bunting, Ebenezar_ (Ebenr., 
Ebenzr, Ebenezer, Ebin): his 
goods, attached for debt, 70; 
identified, 38n; is defaulter, 38, 
50, 64, 67; is on street workers’ 
list, 56; warrant of distress 
against him, is issued, 55, 56, 69. 

Bunting, John: is defaulter, 183, 
191; is fined, 188. 

Bunting, Samuel (Saml.), is paid 
for fire equipment, 227. 

Burgwin, John: applies to sur- 
veyor, 224-225; his timber bill, 
settled, 230; his Wilmington and 
Castle Hayne homes, pictured, 
157, 158; identified, 159n; is 
acquitted, 226; is appointed to 
revise “Negro law,” 164; is can- 
didate for alderman, 171; is com- 
missioner, 188-231 passim; is 
defaulter, 183, 186, 191; is free- 
holder, 159, 160, 174; is ordered 
to clear streets, 212, 219; men- 
tioned, 176, 220; reference to his 
tar shed, 202; reports sale of 
rum to Negroes, 209. 

Burgwin-Wright (Cornwallis) 
House, 157, 158, 159n. 

Burks County, Pennsylvania, 38n. 
Burleigh, Benjamin (doctor) , xxvii, 
XXXV. . 
Burleigh (Burley), Robert (Robt.) : 
is builder, 92; is defaulter, 58, 

65, 71, 83; pays on account, 72. 

Burn, Barth.: is defaulter, 67; 
warrant of distress against him, 
is issued, 69. 

Burrington, George (Gov.): en- 
courages development of Wil- 
mington, xv; his land grant to 
John Watson, identified, 8. 

Burriss, Jno.: is defaulter, 71; is 
paid for working on arches, 239. 

Burrows, John, is fined, 236. 
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Campbell, Mrs., is on street work- 
ers’ list, 105. 


Campbell, Hugh: is cited for sell- 
ing rum to Negro, 212; is exon- 
erated, 213. 

Campbell, James, (Sr.): balance of 
his debt, reported, 55; his estate, 
evaluated, 96; identified, 2n; is 
commissioner, 50-57 passim; is 
defaulter, 26, 37, 50, 53, 64, 67, 
68, 71; is early Newton resident, 
Xvii; is freeholder, 13; is paid for 
street work, 48; mentioned, 29n, 
37n, 102n, 209n; purchases wheel- 
barrows, 57; signs survey autho- 
rization, 12; warrant of distress 
against him, is issued, 46. 

Campbell, James, (Jr.): his house, 
evaluated, 78, 96; identified, 29n; 
is commissioner, 98; is defaulter, 
29; is listed as taxable, 83; men- 
tioned, 2n, 31, 37n; operates 
billiard house, 31-32; takes poll, 
98 


Campbell, John: his house, eval- 
uated, 78, 96; identified, 37n; is 
commissioner, 109-125 passim; is 
defaulter, 37, 50, 121, 183, 186, 
191; is on street workers’ list, 
56; is ordered to settle account, 
177; mentioned, 2n, 29n; war- 
rant of distress against him, is 
issued, 55. 

Campbell, Samuel: identified, 209n; 
is commissioner, 209-231 passim; 
mentioned, 2n, 29n, 37n, 184n. 

Campbell, William (Wm. Campbell, 
Mr. Campbell) : collects fines and 
taxes, 182, 184-185, 187; has 
key to firehouse, 219; identified, 
102n; is acquitted of negligence, 
229; is alderman, 137-174 pas- 
sim; is cited for failure to raise 
arches, 228; is commissioner, 102, 
117-126 passim, 176-194 passim; 
is defaulter, 115, 191; is fined, 
206; is freeholder, 171; is or- 
dered to remove house, 219; is 
out of the province, 103; is sub- 
ject of complaint, 135; maintains 
fire engine, 218; mentioned, 2n, 
29n, 37n, 117, 145, 147, 288; owns 
house occupied by John Ross, 
sioner’s post, 217. 
quitted, 226. 

Campbell & Gregg, company is ac- 
225; pays rent for encroach- 
ments, 200, 217; refuses commis- 


Cannon, Joseph: is on street work- 
ers’ list, 105; makes payment, 
110. 

Cape Fear Mercury, xxxi, Xxxin, 
192, 215, 215n, 216, 222, 227. 


Cape Fear River, xv-239 passim. 
Carver’s Creek, 37n. 
Castle Finn, 104. 


Caswell, [Richard], 
113n. 

Chalwell, John (Jno. Cholwell) : 
identified, 119n; is defaulter, 119. 

Chalwell & Rooks (Chalwel & 
Rooks): are defaulters, 122, 125, 
186, 191; are tax delinquents, 
182. 

Charles Town, S.C., 103n. 

Charleston, xviii, xxxv, 65n. 

Charter of Borough of Wilming- 
ton: is granted by George II, 
127-134; is renewed, 1389-144; 
mentioned, xxv; pictured, in 
part bos: 

Chester, Saml., is defaulter, 58. 

Chester Meeting House, 120n. 

Child, Thomas: identified, 46n; 
warrant against him, is issued, 
46. 

Chimney fires: bring fines, 177- 
178; ordinances pertaining to, 
73, 128, 185, 197, 214, 234; ref- 
erences to, 75, 102, 118, 123, 155, 
184, 188, 197, 206-235 passim. 

Chinese Temple, home of Catherine 
DeRosset, 121n. 

Chivers, Mrs.: is assessed rent for 
encroachment, 202, 217. 

Cholwell. See Chalwell. 

Chorley-Liverpool area, Lancashire 
County, 2n. 

Church [St. James Episcopal]: 
building program, reviewed, 
xxviii-xxix; furnishings, to be 
bought from treasury, 123. 

Clark, Thomas (General): is com- 
missioner, 12, 24; mentioned, 
175n; signs authorization for 
1743 survey, 12; subscribes 
money for survey, 6; supervises 
survey, 4-5. 

Clay, Margaret (Mrs. Clay): ref- 
erences to transactions of town 
with her as custodian of court- 
house and “‘change”’ [’change, ex- 
change?] 35, 49, 51, 92, 107, 110, 
TIL et 22) 
delinquent, 182. 

Clayton, Francis: is acquitted, 226; 
is defaulter, 183, 186, 191; is tax 

Clinton, Henry (Sir), excludes 


Governor, 
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Harnett and Howe from amnesty 
offer, 40n. 

Cobham, Catherine Musgrove Paine 
(Mrs. John Paine; later, Mrs. 
Thomas Cobham) : lives in Janet 
Cowan’s house, 202; mentioned, 
alin, 

Cobham, Thomas (Dr.): identified, 
217n; is surgeon to governor’s 
forces during Regulator cam- 
paign, 217; mentioned, xxxv; 
occupies house owned by Mrs. 
Chivers, 217; reference to his 
slave, xxx. 

Coburn, James, is defaulter, 37. 

Coker, C. F. W., his transcription 
of Vail map legend, quoted, 11n- 
i2n,. 

Collett, John, his map of 1770, pic- 
tured, 145. 

Colson, James (Jas.): is borough 
clerk, 147n; is defaulter, 125, 
Lae 

Commissioners: fined doubly for 
violating ordinances, 212; in- 
dicted for neglect of duty, 231, 
231n; mentioned, xi-239 passim; 
method of electing, outlined, 17; 
provision for replacing, 22; their 
duties, enumerated, xxxiv. 

Committee of Correspondence, mem- 
bers of: (Cornelius) Harnett, 
40n; (William) Hooper, 174n; 
(Archibald) Maclaine, 125n. 

Committees of Safety. See Bruns- 
wick County Committee of Safe- 
ty; New Hanover County Com- 
mittee of Safety; Wilmington 
Committee of Safety. 

Common Council: convenes, 149, 
154, 159, 172; hears and confirms 
market regulation, 156; its com- 
position, explained, xxiv; its de- 
bates, regulated, 162. 

Compton, Spencer, Earl of Wil- 
mington, xviii, xix. 

Confiscation of property, 5n, 30n, 
106n;5,120n, 5121ny We 7n,. 184n: 
201n, 209n, 217n. See also Ameri- 
can Revolution. 

Constable, John: is defaulter, 90; 
takes poll, 91. 

Continental Congress: Cornelius 
Harnett’s election to, noted, 40n; 
William Hooper’s attendance at, 
noted, 40n, 17n. 

Cook, John, his house, evaluated, 
TT 

Corbin, John (Dr. Jno. Corbyn) : 
his house, evaluated, 96; is de- 
faulter115</119) 121, 126.177: 


is freeholder, 159, 160; mention- 
ed, xXxv. 


Cornwallis, Charles (Lord): map 
showing deployment of his troops, 
pictured, 85; uses Burgwin 
House, 158. 


Cornwallis House (Burgwin-Wright 
House), pictured, 157, 158. 


Cornwell, Samuel, Loyalist, 68n. 


Cotes, Archibald: his property, 
noted, 199; owns house occupied 
by James Blythe, 202. 


Cotes, John (Jno.): his property, 
noted, 199; owns house occupied 
by James Blythe, 202. 


Council of State, Cornelius Har- 
nett’s presidency of, 40n. 

County officials: clerks, named, in- 
clude (John) Burgwin, 159n. 
(Nicholas) Fox, 8n, (John) Lon- 
don, 177n, (James) Moran, 93n, 
(James) Smallwood, 2n; commis- 
sioner of pilotage on Cape Fear 
River is William Purviance, 
103n; county coroners include 
(John) Quince, 104n, (Henry) 
Toomer, 1138n; justices of the 
peace include (John) Ancrum, 
194n, (William) Bartram, 95n, 
(Richard) Bradley, 120n, (John) 
Burgwin, 159n, (William) Camp- 
bell, 102n, (Thomas) Child, 46n, 
(Lewis Henry) DeRosset, 40n, 
(William) Dry, 78n, (John) Du 
Bois, 26n, (Jonathan) Dunbibin, 
194n, (John) Eustace, 188n, 
(James) Geekie, 225n, (Cor- 
nelius) Harnett, 98, (Charles) 
Harrison, 78n, (John) Lyon, 37n, 
(Thomas) Lloyd, 182n, (Rufus) 
Marsden, 2n, (James) Murray, 
on, (William) Purviance, 103n, 
(John) Quince, 104n, (Parker) 
Quince, 187n, (John) Robeson, 
36n, (John) Sampson, 24n, (Rob- 
ert) Schaw, 104n; registers in- 
clude (James) Moran, 93n, 
(James) Smallwood, 8n:; road 
commissioner is Robert Halton, 
9n; sheriffs include (William) 
Campbell, 102n, (Lewis Henry) 
De Rosset, 40n, (Obediah) Holt, 
104n, (John) Lyon, 37n, (James) 
Moran, 93n; surveyor is James 
Colson, 147n. 

Courthouse: its bell, 177, 185, 238; 
its construction, financing, and 
use, discussed, xxv-xxvi, 18, 181; 
its maintenance (see Clay, Mar- 
garet). 
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Courts: discussed, 22, 132; named, 
include court of chancery, xx, 
court of exchequer, xviii, court 
of oyer and terminer, xviii, court 
of pie powder (piepoudre), xxv, 
1438, court of pleas and quarter 
sessions, 2n (see also County of- 
ficials: justices of the peace). 


Cowan, Ann: her house, evaluated, 
77, 96; is defaulter, 67, 90; is 
listed as taxable, 83. 

Cowan, Janet (Jeannet, Mrs. Mag- 
nus Cowan): is assessed rent for 
encroachment, 202, 203; is order- 


ed to clear lot, 199; mentioned, 
8n. 


Cowan, Magnus (Magnas, Cowann, 
Cowen): complains to mayor’s 
court, 135; his house, evaluated, 
77, 95; identified, 8n; is commis- 
sioner, 34,86, 41, 116,117, 119, 
120, 122; is credited with pay- 
ment, 72; is defaulter, 26, 50, 58, 
64167, oO nddl, bb, tak eos Is 
freeholder, 13, 159, 161, 171, 172; 
is listed as taxable, 83; is on 
street workers’ list, 48, 56, 105; 
is paid for services to town, 43, 
116, 118, 122; mentioned, 145; 
signs authorization for survey, 
12; takes poll, 41; warrant of 
distress against him, is issued, 
46, 55, 69. 

Craike, Thomas, is defaulter, 191. 

Crawford, , occupies house 
owned by Cornelius Harnett, 217. 

Cruizer, 216. 

Crutchfield, Ann, is cited for deal- 
ing with Negroes, 225, 226. 

“Cuffie,” 71. 


Cumbo, Solomon: identified, 125n; 
is defaulter, 125, 183, 186, 191; 
is fined, 188. 


Cumming, William P., his articles 
on James Wimble, noted, 9n. 


Cunningham, Thomas (Thos. Cun- 
nigham): his house, evaluated, 
77, 96; identified, 36n; is com- 
missioner, 93-125 passim; is de- 
faulter, 36, 68, 119, 121, 191; is 
freeholder, 159, 161, 171, 172, 
174; is listed as taxable, 83; is 
ordered to settle his account, 177; 
mentioned, 145; pays deficiency, 
68; warrant of distress against 
him, is issued, 46. 

Cupola (belfry), on courthouse, 
completed, xxvi. 


D 


David, Ann (Mrs. David David), 
29n. 

David, David: his house evaluated, 
78; identified, 29n; is defaulter, 
29, 50, 64, 67, 71, 83, 84; is listed 
as taxable, 83; is on street work- 
ers’ list, 56; is reported to be in 
prison, 66; pays deficiency, 68; 
warrants of distress against him, 
are issued, 46, 55. 

David, Philip: is freeholder, 13; 
mentioned, 29n; signs authoriza- 
tion for survey, 12; subscribes 
money for survey, 6. 

Davies (Davis), Francis: identi- 
fied, 24n; is defaulter, 26, 37, 49, 
58; is elected commissioner, 24; 
is on street workers’ lists, 48, 56; 
warrants against him, are issued, 
46, 55. 

Davies (Davis), Judith (Mrs. 
Francis Davies) : identified, 64n; 
is defaulter, 64, 67, 69, 70, 71, 83; 
is listed as taxable, 83; men- 
tioned, 24n; reference to her Ne- 
groes, 105; works out deficiency, 
val 


Davis, Jno., Jr. (Junr.), pays de- 
faulter’s debt, 54. 

Davis, Thomas (Thos., “the tai- 
lor’): is defaulter, 104; makes 
payment, 110. 

Day, Bunbury, is defaulter, 183, 
186. 

Declaration of Independence, is 
signed by William Hooper, 174n. 

Defaulters, listed and mentioned, 
1-239 passim. 

Dekeysor, Lehansius (Lee.): com- 
piles tax list, 222; his house, 
mentioned, 222; is fined, 223, 236. 

de Miranda, Francisco, his The 
New Democracy in America; 
Travels of Francisco de Miranda 
in the United States, 1783-1784, 
XV, XXXVIiN. 

DeRosset, Mr., makes payment, 108. 

DeRosset, Armand John (Dr., 
“Doctor of Physick’) : his house, 
evaluated, 78, 96; his widow, re- 
marries, 192; identified, 2n-3n; is 
commissioner, 2; is defaulter, 26; 
is early Newton resident, xviii; 
mentioned, xxxv, 31n, 40n. 

DeRosset, Elizabeth Catherine Brid- 
gen (Mrs. Armand John DeRos- 
set): identified, 3n, 121n; is as- 
sessed rent for encroachment, 
202; is defaulter, 121, 125; 177; 
reports chimney fire, 206. 
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DeRosset, Lewis Henry: his house, 
evaluated, 78, 96; his signature 
cut from book, 50n; identified, 
40n; is commissioner, 39-52 pas- 
sim; defaulter, 49; is listed as 
tax delinquent, 101; is listed as 
taxable, 83; puts lock on court- 
house door, 49. 

DeRosset, Madeline (Mrs. Armand 
J. DeRosset), 31n, 40n. 

DeRosset, Mary Ivy (Mrs. Moses 
John DeRosset; later, Mrs. Adam 
Boyd): identified, 31n; is as- 
sessed rent for encroachment, 
205,211, 216. 

DeRosset, Moses John (Dr., “Prac- 
titioner of Physics’’) : his account 
with town, 58; his estate, is on 
defaulters’ list, 183; his house, 
evaluated, 78, 96; identified, 31n; 
is alderman, 129-173 passim; is 
authorized to purchase town 
charter, 101; is commissioner, 
50-74 passim, 93-108 passim; is 
defaulter, 26, 70, 73, 111; is free- 
holder, 171; is guardian of 
Joshua M. M. Brown, 64n; is 
issued building permit, 44; is 
mayor, 174) (175-~1s\ "on. street 
workers’ list, 56, 105; mentioned, 
xxxv, 71, 79, 86,145; pays on 
account of David Brown and An- 
thony Ward, 76; purchases wheel- 
barrows, 57; registers complaint, 
31; reports on street workers, 55- 
56; works out deficiency, 71. 

Dillon, : occupies William 
Campbell’s house, 217; reference 
to, 200. 

Dobbs, Arthur (governor) : admin- 
isters oath, 140; his controversy 
with Thomas Child, noted, 46n; 
his report on church construction, 
quoted, xxvii-xxix; issues char- 
Ler xxiv es, 1305143. 144 
mentioned, 138, 144. 

Dock: its construction, discussed, 
xxxli, 33; its repair, discussed, 
73-74; mentioned, 1-239 passim. 

Dock Street, xv, xxxii, 19n, 26n, 
37n, 38n, 41, 108, 125n, 223, 228n, 
231n. 

Dogs. See Animals. 

Doherty, Mr.: is cited and fined for 
selling rum to Negroes, 212, 213- 
214, 

Dorham (Doram), Edward, is de- 
faulter, 115, 187. 

Dorsey’s Hotel, is hotel used by 
George Washington, 113n. 

Dougherty, , lives in house 


owned by Wm. Campbell, 217. 
Drainage of streets, ordinance per- 
taining to, 199. See also Arches. 
Drummond, Thomas, warrant 

against him, is issued, 46. 

Drums, forbidden after sunset ex- 
cept for emergencies, 28. 

Dry, William: his house, evaluated, 
78; is alderman, 78, 129, 133, 140, 
147; is collector of Port of Bruns- 
wick, 78n; is justice of peace, 
78n, 

Dublin, xxxv. 

DuBois, the family estate in New 
York, mentioned, 26. 

DuBois, James (doctor), 26. 

Dubois, Jane (Mrs. Dubois [Mrs. 
John Dubois I?]) : is assessed for 
encroachment, 202, 217; is or- 
dered to drain lot, 210; reference 
to her slaves, 212. 

Dubois, John, I (Capt.) : his estate, 
mentioned, 191, 110; his trans- 
actions with town for services 
rendered, 48, 49, 84, 107, 118; his 
house, evaluated, 77, 95; identi- 
fied, 26n; is alderman, 129-160 
passim, 171-173 passim; is ap- 
pointed to revise “Negro law,” 
164; is commissioner, 42-74 pas- 
sim; is defaulter, 26, 50, 54, 58, 
C4 G6NG7,1Sa,eh138. 11911 21125, 
183; is listed as taxable, 83; is 
mayor, 137; is town treasurer, 
71, 73, 116; leaves province, 44; 
mentioned, 98, 145; pays defici- 
ency, 68; takes poll, 116. 

Dubois, John, II: is assessed rent 
for encroachment, 202; is cited 
for littering street, 229; is com- 
missioner, 231-239 passim; is re- 
sponsible for hiring maintenance 
and repairmen for town, 235, 
236; is treasurer, 232; is witness 
against commissioners, 231n; re- 
ports chimney fire, 206; takes 
poll, 194. 

Dubose, Anthony: identified, 82n; 
is defaulter, 82, 84, 90; is listed 
as taxable, 83. 

Ducking stool, is used as instru- 
ment of punishment, 225, 225n. 
Duff, James: his goods, attached 
for debt, 70; is defaulter, 50, 68, 
71, 73; mentioned, 47, 55; war- 
rant of distress against him, is 
issued, 47, 55, 69; works out de- 

ficiency, 71. 

Dunbibin, Daniel: charts N.C. sea- 
coast, 7n; his death, noted, 136; 
his estate, listed as tax delin- 
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quent, 182, 183; his house, eval- 
uated, 78, 96; identified, 7n; is 
alderman, 129, 1338, 184; is com- 
missioner, 75-92 passim; is free- 
holder, 18; is Newton townsman, 
XVili; is night watchman, 89; is 
town clerk, 232; is town treas- 
urer, 90, 91; mentioned, 64n, 92, 
194n; signs authorization for 
survey, 12; subscribes money, 7. 

Dunbibin, Hannah (Mrs. Dunbibin, 
Mrs. Daniel Dunbibin): is cited 
and fined for selling rum _ to 
Negroes, 214, 225, 227; mention- 
ed, 194n. 

Dunbibin, Jonathan: collects tax, 
Bon. 237: compiles list of tax- 
ables, 234, 235, 236; employs bell- 
ringer, 238: takes poll, 194, 2381. 

Dunbibin, Mary Ann Gough [or 
Goff], (Mrs. Jonathan Dunbi- 
bin)0194n. 

Duncan, Alexander (Alexr.) : iden- 
tified, 99n-100n; is commissioner, 
1263418 defaulter, 11Sn12bs0 is 
freeholder, 159, 160; maintains 
fire engine, 99; mentioned, 104n, 
194n, 231n. 

Duncan, Ancrum, and Schaw, 104n, 
194n. 

Dunlap, Samuel (Saml.)  refer- 
ences to his work on arches, 227, 
230) 2813 

Dunn’s Monthly Meeting (Cape 
Fear), 120n. 

Dyer, Michael: is early Newton 
resident, xvil; operates shipyard, 
KXKVI; references to “Dyers line”’ 
as boundary, Pic 


E 


Eagles, Richard, is one of first com- 
missioners, XX. 

Eagles Island, xxiv, xxxvi, 8n, 50, 
78n, 

Earle, John: is defaulter, 183; is 
fined, 188. 

Easton, Richd. [Richard?], is de- 
faulter, 58. 

Eaton, Thomas, is defaulter, 29. 

Ede. See Eede. 

Edenton, serves as model for com- 
missioner form of government in 
Wilmington, xx. 

Edinburgh, xxxv. 

Eede, John (Jno. Ede): is default- 
er, 65, 67, 71,790; 4s listed as 
taxable, 83; pays deficiency, 68. 

Election of town officers: outlined 
in charter, 129, 131, 140; refer- 
ences to, 1-239 passim. 


Ellis, Robt., is defaulter, 119. 

Emmet, James: is defaulter, 182, 
183, 191; is fined, 188; occupies 
house owned by Mrs. Chivers, 
2025217. 

Engine. See Fires, ordinances per- 
taining to fires, fire-fighting 
equipment. 

England, xviii, 187n. 

Episcopal Church (St. James) in 
Wilmington, receives bequest 
from estate of Alexander Dun- 
ean, 100n. See also Church. 

Erby, Henry: his payment, noted, 
110; is defaulter, 104, 119; is°on 
street workers’ list, 105. 

Eustace, John (Dr.): identified, 
188n; is fined, 188n; mentioned, 
ERK, 

Evans, William, is paid for work- 
ing on arches, 239. 

Eweld, Saml., defaulter, 187, 188. 


F 


Fairs and markets, provided for by 
charters of 1760, 132; and 1763, 
142-143. 

Fallon, James (doctor), xxxv. 

Farguharson, Cosmos (Dr.): his 
will, discussed, 84; is listed as 
taxable, 84; mentioned, xxxv. 

Faries, Sarah (Mrs. Faries): is 
defaulter, 115: 0183518 7; ast fined, 
188318> en street workers’ list, 
105. 

Faris, Isaac (Dr.): is listed as tax- 
able, 83; is salaried town clerk, 
(ar 86: ‘mentioned, XXKV; takes 
poll, 39, iy 

Faris, William: identified, 3n; is 
commissioner, xx, 8-58 passim; 
his house, evaluated, 77; his tar- 
house, mentioned, 9, 9n; leaves 
province, 41; mentioned, 12n; 
subscribes money for survey, 4-5; 
supervises survey, 4-5; takes 
polly; 41; 

Fayetteville, road from Wilming- 
ton to Fayetteville, 84n. 

Fels, Samuel, is defaulter, 37. 

Fergus, John (doctor), Xxxv. 

Ferry, ferries: at Newton, eek 
from Wilmington to Negro Head 
Point, 84n; Smith’s Creek Ferry, 
9n; Stono Ferry, 194n. 

Field, John, in Newton prior to 
1743, Soya 

Fines, levied for defaulting and 
violating town ordinances, 1-239 
passim. 
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Finlay, Hugh: his Journal Kept by 
Hugh Finlay, xxxviin; his map 
of the post roads, pictured, XXXVI; 
quoted, xxxvii. 


Finney, Thomas: his house, eval- 
uated, 77; identified, 14n; is com- 
missioner, 14-33 passim, 86, 88; 
is defaulter, 26; is night watch. 
man, 89; provides lumber for 
bridges, 84, 86. 

Finny, Cherry (Mrs. 
Finny [Finney?] 14n. 

Fires, ordinances pertaining to 
fires, fire-fighting equipment: 
references to fire engine and 
other equipment, 20, 34, 35, 42, 
Apo; eho, The 192 80, 81, 90- oL. 
94, 95, 99n- 100n, 116, 118, 123, 
156, 178, LST, 188, 197, 207, 232, 
233, 237: references to fire ordi- 
nances and fire prevention, xxxii, 
17, 20n, 32, 35, 73, 79-80, 88, 123, 
135, 155- 156, 177, 178, 187, 188, 
193, 197n, 213, 233; references to 
specific fires, XxX; 20n, 89, 201n. 
See also Buckets: Chimney fires ; 
Ladders. 


Firewood, ordinance restricting 
length of, 234. 

First N.C. Regiment, 201, 225. See 
also American Revolution. 

Flavell, William, makes bequest to 
Anglican church, XXViil. 

Folk, John, is defaulter, 187, 191. 

Forrester, William (doctor), xXXV. 

Forster, Capt.: “Forsters house,” 
223; lives in John Robeson’s 
house, 201. 

Fort Johnston, 78n. 

Foster, John, fined, 188. 

Fourth N.C. Regiment, 201n. See 
also American Revolution. 

Fourth Street, 108n. 

Fowke, Yelverton, registers com- 
plaint about measure of salt, 221. 

Fox, Nicholas: identified, 8n; is 
Newton resident, xviii. 

Francis, Robert: is defaulter, 183, 
187, 191: is fined, 188. 

Free Masons, is fraternal order of 
Joshua Toomer, 50n. 

Freeholders: charter requirements 
for, outlined, 131; mentioned, 
1-239 passim. 

French and Indian War, Caleb 
Grainger fights in, 7n. 

Front Street, xv, xxv, xxxii, 3n, 5n, 
on, 10, 19n, 26n, 37n, 82n, 95n, 
97, 104n, 119n, 182n, 201, 201n, 
206n, 228n. 


Thomas 


G 


Gabie, Mrs., is ordered to remove 
steps, 219-220. 

Gabie (Gabbie), William: is as- 
sessed rent on encroachment, 
203; is defaulter, 191; is fined, 
206; is ordered to "drain lot, 199. 

Gairns, John (Jno. Gairnes, Gar- 
ens, Garnes) : his house, eval- 
uated, 96; is defaulter, 67, 70, 
He Is 73, PS GENO Stes KON street 
workers’ list, 105; mentioned, 
145; record of his payment, 110; 
warrant of distress against, is 
issued, 69. 

Gallant, Mary: her house, eval- 
uated, 96% is ‘tax delinquent, 101. 

Galloway, Thomas (Thos. Galla- 
way): is defaulter, 59; is tax de- 
linquent, 66; warrant of distress 
against him, is issued, 47. 

Garnes. See Gairns. 

Gary, Joseph (Josh. Garey, Geery) : 
is defaulter, 38, 45, 48, 68; is 
listed as taxable, 83: is on street 
workers’ list, 56; mentioned, 39; 
warrant of distress aganist him, 
is issued, 69. 

Geekie, James (Dr., Giekie) : iden- 
tified, 225n; is convicted of “‘im- 
moderate riding,” 212; mention- 
ed, XXXv. 

Geekie, Rebecca Mortimer Green 
(Mrs. James Geekie), 182n. 

General Assembly: acts to establish 
town of Wilmington, xv, xx, 16; 
authorizes tax, 20n; its legisla- 
tion of 1764, discussed, XXV; men- 
tioned, xxi, "46n; Wilmington as- 
semblymen include (William) 
Bartram, 95n, (John) Burgwin, 
159n, (Thomas) Child, 46n, 
(Lewis Henry) DeRosset, 40n, 
(Cornelius) Harnett, 40n, (Wil- 
liam) Hooper, 174n, (Rufus) 
Marsden, 2n, (John) Sampson, 
24n. 

George II, king of England, 127- 
138 passim. 

George III, king of England, 138- 
144 passim. 

Germantown, James Tate serves 
with troops there, 201n. 

Gilliard, John (Jno.): his account 
with town, is settled, 237, 238; 
is reported for trading with 
Negroes, 238. 

Glass, Joseph: pays defaulter’s 
debt, 54; warrant of distress 
against him, is issued and find- 
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ings reported, 46, 47. 

Goats. See Animals. 

Godfrey, Thomas (Thos. Godfree) : 
identified, 105n; is on _ street 
workers’ list, 105; is witness to 
Dr. Wight’s will, 108n. 

Gonsalves, Jeronimo, is defaulter, 
29. 

Gordon, John, is defaulter, 36. 

Governor’s council: accepts survey 
of 1743, 16; councilmen include 
(Lewis Henry) DeRosset, 40n, 
(William) Dry, 78n, (Robert) 
Halton, 9n, (James) Murray, 5n, 
(John) Sampson, 24n; council- 
man’s post, is refused by Thomas 
Lloyd, 182; designates Newton 
as a town, xvili, xx. 

Graham, Thos., is reported for 
trading with Negroes, 238. 

Grainger, Caleb: his death, noted, 
171; identified, 7n; is alderman, 
133-154 passim; is commissioner, 
83,..34, 86, 50, 52; is, defaulter, 
37; is mayor, 152; is witness 
against commissioners, 231n; 
leaves province, 39; mentioned, 
9n, 50, 126, 127; reference to his 
estate, 210; subscribes money for 
survey, 7. 

Grainger, Joshua, [I]: buys part of 
Watson tract, xvi; his land pur- 
chase, affirmed, 9; identified, 9n. 

Grainger, Joshua, [II]: his house, 
evaluated, 77; identified, 7n; is 
commissioner, 14-24 passim; is 
freeholder, 13; mentioned, xxxvi, 
9n; subscribes money for survey, 
if 

Grainger, Mary, is assessed rent 
on encroachments, 203. 

Grant, James: is accused of selling 
rum to Negroes, 219; is excused 
from paying fine, 220; is hired 
to oversee street cleaning, 229, 
Balk 

Granville, Lord, his agent is 
Thomas Child, 46n. 

Gray, William, surveys streets and 
lots for New Carthage, xvii, 9. 

Great Britain, xvii. 

Green, Hannah, 199. 

Green, Isaac: is defaulter, 50, 82; 
is on street workers’ list, 56. 

Green, John, is ordered to drain his 
lot, 199: 

Green, Samuel (Saml., Dr.): his 
house, evaluated, 77, 95; identi- 
fied, 3n; is alderman, 129-173 pas- 
sim; is commissioner, 27-33 pas- 
sim, 59-63 passim, 102, 103, 107; 


is defaulter, 26, 191; is fined, 
188; is freeholder, 13; is listed 
as taxable, 83; mentioned, xxxv, 
48, 50n, 145; pays debt to town, 
108; reference to his lot, 210; 
signs authorization for survey, 
1.2: 

Green, William (Wm.), 199, 203. 

Greenfield Plantation (now Green- 
field Gardens), 3n. 

Gregg, Frederick: claims usurpa- 
tion of his property, 66; his 
house, evaluated, 77, 95; his 
slave, is accused of buying rum, 
219; identified, 29n-30n; is al- 
derman, 129, 138, 184, 135, 140, 
152, 174; is assessed rent for 
encroachment, 203; is commis- 
sioner, 75-194 passim; is defaul- 
ter, 29, 59-70 passim, 119, 121, 
187, 191; is listed as taxable, 
83; is mayor, 139-172 passim; 
is night watchman, 89; leaves 
province, 98; mentioned, 109, 
116, 145, 176, 209; owns build- 
ing used by Ancrum & Schaw, 
219; references to payments by 
ONG. UO; CSren 01 ELUs 

Gregorian calendar, xx, 24n. 

Gregory, Abigail Veale (Mrs. Wil- 
liam Gregory), 184n. 

Gregory, James: his house, eval- 
uated, 96; identified, 50n; is cited 
for chimney fire, 86; is defaulter, 
50, 58, 65, 67, 71; is listed as tax 
delinquent, 101; is listed as tax- 
able, 83; pays debts to town, 68, 
72, 108; warrant of distress 
against him, is issued, 69. 

Gregory, William: identified, 184n; 
is assessed rent for encroach- 
ment, 202; is defaulter, 184, 187, 
191; is listed as tax delinquent, 
181; is ordered to remove ‘“nu- 
sance,” 228. 


H 


Hall. Robert: is defaulter, 187, 
191: is tax delinquent, 181. 

Hall, Thomas (doctor), xxxv. 

Halton, Robert (Colonel) : his land 
bounds Newton, xvi, xxi, 9; iden- 
tified, 9n; is commissioner, xx; 
responds to protest, xx, Xxi. 

Halton Lodge (Halton’s Lodge), 
xxl, TN, On, eon: 

Hamilton, Malatiah: identified, 
104n; is assessed rent for en- 
croachment, 203, 218; is de- 
faulter 1049111) 1159019; 121, 
125,0177, 1915 is fined;"183;" 1s 
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freeholder, 161, 171, 172; is on 
street workers’ list, 105; is over- 
seer, 191. 

Hanson, Erasmus: is cited for 
chimney fire, 228; is convicted 
of “immoderate riding,” 212; oc- 
cupies house of Mrs. Chivers, 
202, 217; reference to, 214. 

Harnett, Cornelius, [I], father of 
Cornelius Harnett [II], 40n. 

Harnett, Cornelius [II]; has cer- 
tificate for road work, 84; his 
gravestone, pictured, 39; his 
house, evaluated, 78, 96, pic- 
tured, 70; his signature, deleted, 
50n, pictured, 51; identified, 40n; 
is alderman, 129-174 passim; is 
appointed to revise Negro law, 
164; is assessed rent for en- 
croachment, 203; is authorized to 
hire street workers, 47; is borough 
representative, 174; is commis- 
sioner, 39-50 passim, 87-92 pas- 
sim, 176- 194 passim ; is credited 
with street work, 56; is defaulter, 
45, 49, 54, 66, 67, 69, TO; T3933; 
is "early Newton resident, XViii, 
Xx1; is justice of the peace, 44, 
60; is listed as taxable, 83; is 
night watchman, 89; mentioned, 
79, 86, 98, 104n, 145, 146, 147; 
receives payment, 43; works out 
town debts, 48, 71. 

Harnett, Mary Holt (Mrs. Cor- 
nelius Harnett [II]), 40n. 

Harper, Francis, edits The Travels 
of William Bartram, 95n. 


Harper, James: is cited for deal- 
ing with Negroes, 228; is de- 
faulter, 191. 

Harrison, Charles: his house, eval- 
uated, 77, 96; identified, 770; is 
early Newton planter, xvii-xviii. 

Harrison, Hester (Mrs. Charles 
Harrison), 78n. 

Hartley, Robt., is defaulter, 71, 73, 
82. 

Hassell, Samuel, is in Newton prior 
to 1743 \ xvii; 

Hedges, Thomas (Thos.): is free- 
holder, 13; signs authorization 
for survey, 12; subscribes money 
for survey, 7. 

Hellier, Ann (Mrs. Richard Hel- 
lier), 2n, 105n. 

Hellier, Richard (Richd. Heller, 
Hillier); his house, evaluated, 
78; identified, 2n; is chain bear- 
er for survey, 13; is commission- 


er, 2, 24-31 passim; is free- 
holder, 13; is member of Masonic 
Order, 2n; is on street workers’ 
list, 56; is town surveyor, 15; 
reserves right to build “drain 
sink,” 19n; signs authorization 
for survey, 12: subscribes money 
for survey, 7. 

Henderson, James: his house, eval- 
uated, 96; is defaulter, 119. 

Henderson, Thomas: identified, 
115; is cited for chimney fire, 
235: is defaulter, 115, 119, 121, 
125, 184, 187; mentioned, 191; 
takes poll, 188. 

Henry, William: is defaulter, 184; 
is tax delinquent, 181. 

Hermitage Plantation: 
159n; pictured, 157. 

Heron, Alice Marsden (the second 
Mrs. Benjamin Heron): identi- 
fied, 38n, 80n; is assessed rent 
for encroachment, 208; is paid 
on husband’s account, 92. 

Heron, Benjamin (Capt. Benjn. 
Herron) : identified, 80n; is com- 
missioned to buy fire engine, 
Xxxl, 42, 80-81, 86; fined, 188; 
mentioned, 38n, 92, 144. 

Heron, Mary Howe (the first Mrs. 
Benjamin Heron), 80n. 

Heron’s Bridge (Heron’s Draw- 
bridge): discussed, 80n; noted 
on Collett map, 145. 

Higgenbotham, Matthew, his sur- 
vey, mentioned, xxiv. 

Higgins, (Higgines), Michael: 
buys part of Watson tract, xvi; 
donates land on Market Street 
for church, xxviii; his affidavit 
is basis for Jeremiah Vail sur- 
vey, xxixn, 4, 8-10; mentioned, 
12; sells property, ’6n. 

Hill, Nathaniel (doctor), xxxv. 

Hillier. See Hellier. 

Hillsborough, 174n. 

Hilton (Maynard), home of Cor- 
nelius Harnett, pictured, 70. 

Hinkley, Eliphilet: is defaulter, 
184; is tax delinquent, 182. 

Hogg, Robert: identified, 184n; is 
commissioner, 194, 195, 196, 206, 
207; is defaulter, 184, 187, 191; 
is fined, 188; leaves province, 
207; mentioned, 209n. 

Hogg & Campbell: acquitted, 226; 
explained, 184n. 

Hogs. See Animals. 

Holland, Nathaniel, is defaulter, 
26. 


discussed, 
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Holt, Obediah (Ob.): identified, 
104; is defaulter, 104, 121, 124; 
is on street workers’ list, 105; 
mentioned, 93n. 

Hook, Jacob: is defaulter, 184, 186, 
191; is tax delinquent, 182. 

Hooper, Ann Clark (Mrs. William 
Hooper), 175n. 

Hooper, William: complains of 
Negro thefts, xxxi; his com- 
ment, quoted, 64n; _ identified, 
174n; is fined, 184, 188; is town 
recorder, 174-175; lives in Wil- 
liam Green’s house, 208; recom- 
mends Henry Toomer, 118n. 

Horses. See Animals 

Hose, 89. 

House tax, 77-78, 95-96, 101. 

Hovenden, occupies house owned 
by John Quince, 217. 

Howe, Arthur, 93n. 

Howe, Job., 121n. 

Howe, Robert: is excluded from Sir 
Henry Clinton’s amnesty offer, 
40n; mentioned, 80n. 

Hyde (T. E. Hyde) map of 1826, 


XXX1l1. 
] 


Implements and construction ma- 
terials, mentioned, include: axes, 
89; bricks, 109; cedar posts, 109; 
hoes, 89; iron ring (for leather 
work), 111; lumber, 65, 84, 86; 
nails, 92; ropes, 43; spades, 89; 
stock locks, 49, 92; wheelbar- 
rows, 57, 66. 

Independent Company (prerevolu- 
tionary militia), its captain is 
William Purviance, 103n. 

Ingram, Paul, warrant against him, 
is issued, 46. 

Inman, George Seaman, is a paid 
town clerk, 190, 196. 

Innes, James, reference to his 
French and Indian War expedi- 
tion, 31n. 

Insurance, on fire engine, is sought 
from Benj. Heron’s brother, 87. 
Irby, Henry, is defaulter, 115, 121. 

Ireland, 12n, 938n. 

Island Creek, 30n. 


J 


J. Q. [John Quince?], 120. 

Jacobs, George, is paid for work- 
ing on arches, 239. 

Jacob’s Run, 200n. 

Jail, jailer, xxvii. 


Jamaica, 188n. 

James, David; identified, 185n; is 
assessed rent for encroachment, 
203, 217; is defaulter, 186, 191; 
is fined, 188; is overseer, 191; 
pays taxes, 185. 

James, Hinton, first University of 
North Carolina student, 7n. 


James, James, is assessed rent on 
encroachment, 203. 


James, Mary, 185n. 

James, Thomas: his house, eval- 
uated, 78, 96; identified, 6n-7n; 
is commissioner, 31, 32, 33, 102, 
108, 107; is defaulter, 29; is 
early Newton tailor, xviii; is 
owed for street work, 49; men- 
tioned, 185n; participates in town 
government, xxi; signs survey 
authorization, 12; subscribes 
money for survey, 6; takes poll, 
86. 

Jean, John, buys island from Roger 
Moore, xxiiin. 

Jewell, Wm., is defaulter, 119, 121. 

Jewkes, Charles (Mr. Jenkes): is 
ordered to remove “nusance,” 
228; lives in John Quince’s 
house, 202. 

John & William, brigantine owned 
by Rufus Marsden, 2n. 

Johnston, Gabriel: accepts 17438 
survey, 16, 22; encourages de- 
velopment of “Newton,” xviii; 
his controversy with Thomas 
Child, noted, 46n; his land, 
forms northeast boundary line, 
xx; his letters to Board of 
Trade, quoted, xxii; is asked to 
repeal law, xxi; issues grant, 8n; 
mentioned, 12n; signs Act of 
Assembly, 22. 

Johnston, Mathew, is tax delin- 
quent, 182. 

Johnston, Samuel, sells land to 
David Lindsay, 12n. 

Jones, Mr., lives in Cornelius Har- 
nett’s house, 208. 

Jones, Ann, is assessed rent on 
encroachment, 203. 

Jones, David: is defaulter, 50; 
warrant of distress against him, 
is issued, 55. 

Jones, John: his account with 
town, reported, 48; his payment, 
recorded, 110; identified, 46n; is 
bailiff, 134, 144; is clerk, 127; 
is -detaulter, -47, Wis, e119, 121, 
124.1265 177; 186; 19157 ison 
street workers’ list, 105; men- 
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tioned, 103; warrant of distress 
against him, is issued, 46, 55. 
Jones, Marmaduke (Mar.): his 
house, evaluated, 96; identified, 
64n; is alderman, 139, 152; is 
defaulter, 64, 67, 90, 103, 115, 
121; is described by Tryon, 64n; 
is fined, 188; is listed as taxable, 
83; is on street workers’ list, 
105; is recorder, 129, 185, 136, 
137, 140, 144, 171, 174; mention- 
ed, 195n; pays deficiency, 68. 
Jones, Phillip, occupies house 
owned by William Campbell, 219. 
Jones, Thomas, is ordered to clear 
his lot, 199. 
Journal of a Lady of Quality, by 
Janet Schaw, xii, xxxi, 104n. 
Junkins, James: is defaulter, 183, 
186; is tax delinquent, 182. 


K 


Keen, Richard, is early Newton 
resident, xvii. 

Keenan, James, 96n. 

Keenan, Jeremiah (Jer., Jeremia, 
Jerm., Jh.): complains of en- 
croachment on his property, 108; 
his account with town, reported, 
118; his house, evaluated, 96; 
identified, 96n; is commissioner, 
109-116 passim; is defaulter, 
103, 121, 125, 177, 188; is free- 
holder, 171, 172, 174; is on street 
workers’ list, 105; is treasurer, 
105, 111, 116; mentioned, 116, 
145. 

Keenan, Johanna (Hannah, Mrs. 
Jeremiah Keenan), 96n. 

Keenan, Michael, 96n. 

Kelly, John: is cited for chimney 
ae 221, 222; is defaulter, 125, 
Tie 

ets Terrence, is defaulter, 58, 


Kennedy, James (Jas.): is default- 
er, 120; pays fine, 118. 

Kennedy, John, his house, eval- 
uated for taxes, 95. 

Kennon, Priscilla, is paid for Ne- 
groes’ work on arches, 239. 

Kerr, James, with William Bar- 
tram, purchases lot, 95n. 

King, Jno. [John?]: warrant of 
ae against him, is issued, 

King George’s War (War of the 
Austrian Succession), 28. 

Kirkwood, » occupies house 


owned by William Campbell, 217. 

Kirkwood, Mr., 200 

Kirkwood, Anne Jeane, 183n 

Kirkwood, John (Jno.): identified, 
183n; is accused of violating 
“goat” ordinance, 214; is com- 
missioner, 281, 232, 235, 237, 238, 
239; is defaulter, 183, 187, 191; 
is excused from paying fine, 235; 
occupies Mrs. Gabie’s house, 219; 
pays fine, 188, 234. 

Kirkwood, Margaret (Mrs. John 
Kirkwood), 1838n. 

Kirkwood, Mary, 183n. 

Kirkwood, Robert Alexander, 183n. 


L 


Ladders, belonging to the town, 
ordinances concerning, 75, 94. 
Lake, John: is defaulter, 111; is on 

street workers’ list, 105. 

Lancashire County, England, xxxv, 
2n. 

Lapierre, John, his work in the 
Cape Fear area, discussed, xxvii- 
XXViili. 

Lathers, 118 

Law, David: is defaulter, 183, 186, 
191; is fined, 188; is tax delin- 
quent, 182. 

Lee, Lawrence, his The Lower 
Cape Fear in Colonial Days, 
xxiv, lln. 

Lee, Thomas: is defaulter, 186, 
191; is fined, 188. 

Lee, Wm. Joseph (Joseph Lee): is 
defauiter; Lili ein 21, 125% 
is on street workers’ list, 105. 

Lees (Bradley) Creek, 38n. 

Lent, Catharine, is reported to have 
sold rum to slave, 220, 221. 

Lillington, Alexander, his daugh- 
ters’ marriages to New Hanover 
men, noted, xv. 

Lilliput, 182n. 

Lindsay, David: his house, evalu- 
ated, 77, 95; identified, 12n; is 
adjutant of militia, 12n; is de- 
faulter, 29, 49, 54, 58, 61, 64, 67; 
is on street workers’ list, 48, 56; 
is partner of William Faris, 3n; 
mentioned, 38; pays deficiency, 
68; signs authorization for sur- 
vey, 12; takes poll, 33; warrant 
of distress against him, is issued. 
46. 

Liverpool, England, xxxv, 7n. 

Lloyd, Rebecca (Mrs.), is assessed 
rent for encroachment, 203. 

Lloyd, Thomas (Dr.): is defaulter, 
191; is identified, 182n: is tax 
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delinquent, 182; mentioned, xxxv. 

Lodge, The, is home of Thomas 
Cobham, 217n. 

Logan, George, is accused of selling 
rum to Negroes, 234, 235, 238. 

London, xxxv, 103n, 106n. 

London, John: asks for survey, 
225; identified, 177n; is paid 
town clerks) Fie" 190; e191 is 
witness against commissioners, 
231n; replaces Brice as collector 
and town clerk, 215. 

Londonderry, North Ireland, 30n. 

Long, James: his death, noted, 66; 
is defaulter, 65; is early Newton 
resident, xvii; is tax delinquent, 
66. 

Long, Rose, her house, evaluated, 
78. 

Long Creek, 7n. 

Lotham Plantation, 2n. 

Lower Cape Fear in Colonial Days, 
i he, by Lawrence Lee, cited, 
Xxiv7n. 

Lowther, Richard, warrant against 
him, is issued, 46, 47. 

Loyal Militia, is commanded by 
Samuel Campbell, 209n. 

Loyalists. See American Revolu- 
tion. 

Ludlow Castle (Bridgen Hall, 
Bridgen’s Pastime), 121n. 

Lynaugh, Francis, is defaulter, 
121; 183; 

Lyon, John (Jno., Mr. Lyon): as- 
sumes debt, 55; collects tax, 66; 
his account with town, is re- 
corded, 57, 59; his house, evalu- 
ated, 77, 96; identified, 37n; is 
alderman, 129-173 passim; is as- 
sessed rent for encroachments, 
202; is authorized to hire street 
workers, 47; is commissioner, 41- 
74 passim, 86-107 passim, 176- 
188 passim; is defaulter, 37, 45, 
AQ, 5361, 00. 66, Gis 509,210,500 14 
13, Soy 84) CO tip d ee,  LOo Sule 
fined, 206; is listed as taxable, 
83; is on street workers’ list, 48; 
makes payment, 76, 109; men- 
tioned, 86, 109, 117, 145; pro- 
vides lumber to repair dock, 76; 
reference to his lot, 2238. 

Lyon, Mildred Rowan (Mrs. John 
Lyon), 37n. 


Mc 


McAllister, Mrs., lives in Janet Du- 
Bois’s house, 202. 

McAllister, Alexander (Alex., 
Alexr.; McCallister): is default- 


er, 58, 65, 67, 71; is listed as 
taxable, 88; pays deficiency, 68. 

McBride, Hugh: is defaulter, 36, 
49; warrant against him, is is- 
sued, 46, 55. 

McCoy [McKay?], Alexr., his 
house, evaluated, 96. See also 
McKay, Alexander. 

McCracken, Robert (Robt.; Mc- 
Kraken, McRaken, McCrakan) : 
identified, 115n; is commissioner, 
116-124 passim; is freeholder, 
168) TTP T2; 174, 

McCulloh, Henry, his letter from 
James Murray, quoted, 5n. 

McDowell, William (Wm.): is de- 
fanlter; 104; 111;.120; 121,125; 
is on street workers’ list, 105. 

McFarline, ; subscribes 
money for 1743 survey, 7. 

MacHenry, Wm. [William], is de- 
faulter, 82. 

McKay, , payment made for 
him, recorded, 108. 

McKay, Alexander (Alex, Alexr., 
[McCoy?]): his house, evalu- 
ated, 78; is defaulter, 26, 38, 58, 
65, 67, 71; is listed as taxable, 
83; is tax delinquent, 101; pays 
deficiency, 68; warrant against 
him, is issued, 46. 

McKay, Evan (Ever, Iver): is de- 
faulter, 47, 50, 59, 65, 71; war- 
rant against him, is issued, 46, 
55. 

McKay, Henry, is defaulter, 119, 
a Bea WES ee 

McKay, James, is fined for selling 
rum to Negroes, 238. 

McKeithen, Alexander (Alexr.; 
McKeithan, McKeithein): his 
house evaluated, 78, 96; identi- 
fied, 26n; is defaulter, 26, 29, 37, 
45, 50, 54, 58, 64; is on street 
workers’ list, 48, 56; is tax de- 
linquent, 66, 101; leaves Wil- 
mington, 66. 

McKenzie, 
68. 

McKenzie, John, his house, evalu- 
ated, 77, 95. 

McKenzie, William: is associate of 
Francis Davies, 24n; is default- 
er, .64, 67, 71; 11s) fined, 206. is 
freeholder, 159, 161; is listed as 
taxable, 84. 

McKnight, Dougald (Dugald): is 
cited for dealing with Negroes, 
225, 226; lives in Wm. Camp- 
bell’s house, 228; mentioned, 218, 
229. 

MacLaine, Archibald (A., Archd.) : 


, pays deficiency, 
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identified, 125n; is appointed to 
revise Negro law, 164; is com- 
missioner, 195-231 passim; men- 
ones 220; reference to his lot, 
23. 

Maclaine, Elizabeth Rowan (Mrs. 
Archibald Maclaine), 125, 125n. 
Maclaine, Thomas, takes poll, 195. 

Maclaine’s Alley, 125n. 

McLorinan, Mrs., lives in Jane Du- 
Bois’s house, 202. 

McLorinan, Catherine (Mrs. Henry 
McLorinan): is cited for chim- 
ney fire, 206; is cited for dealing 
with Negroes, 225, 227. 

McLorinan, Henry: is cited for 
chimney fire, 212; is cited for 
dealing with Negroes, 225, 226; 
is defaulter, 183; is tax delin- 
quent, 182. 

MacMillan, Henry Jay, has access 
to town book, xii 

McNamee, Petter, is defaulter, 183, 
186 

MeNeill, Daniel (doctor), xxxv 

McVicar, Annabella, her house, 
evaluated, 77, 97 

MeVicar, Daniel (Dan, Danl.; Mce- 
Viccar) : is defaulter, 37, 67, 70, 
71; warrant of distress against 
him, is issued, 69. 

MecVicar, Patrick (Pat. McVic- 
car): is defaulter, 25, 38, 45, 58; 
is on street workers’ list, 56; 
warrant of distress against him, 
is issued, 55. 


M 


Mabson, Arthur: his house, evalu- 
ated, 77, 95; identified, 68n; is 
alderman, 129, 138, 134, 140, 159, 
173, 174; is assessed rent on en- 
croachment, 203, 218; is commis- 
sioner, 75-92 passim; is default- 
er, 68, 70, 71; is freeholder, 171; 
is treasurer, 79, 81, 86; men- 
tioned, 92; takes poll, 93, 102; 
warrant of distress against him, 
is issued, 69, 102. 

Mabson, Hannah Marsden (the 
first Mrs. Arthur Mabson), 68n. 

Mabson, Mary Cornell (the second 
Mrs. Arthur Mabson), 68n. 

Mallett, , lives in William 
Gregory’s house, 202. 

Mansfield, Jas. [James]: is cited 
for selling rum to Negroes, 236, 
238. 

Market regulation, xxxii, 14, 18, 
146, 149-152, 162-163, 178. 

Market Street, xxv, xxvii, xxxii, 


3n, 10, 26n, 38n, 1038n, 108n, 
115n, 119n, 157, 159n, 175n, 177n, 
183n, 194n, 201, 223, 228n, 230. 


Market wharf (Market dock, Mar- 
ket Street wharf), ordinances 
pertaining to, mentioned, xv, 
MXR, Ol, 1;) (9, 101," 294.987, 
See also Wharves, docks, streets. 

Marsden, Alice Rigby (Mrs. Rufus 
Marsden): her estate, on de- 
faulters’ list, 121, and on street 
workers’ list, 105; her house, 
evaluated, 77, 95; identified, 38n; 
is defaulter, 38, 67; is listed as 
taxable, 88; mentioned, 2n, 80n; 
pays deficiency, 68; produces bill, 
38-39; record of payment by her 
estate, 110; warrant of distress 
against her, is issued, 46. 

Marsden, Rufus: identified, 2n; is 
commissioner, 2-33 passim; is 
early Newton resident, xvii; is 
freeholder, 13; mentioned, 80n, 
228n; signs authorization for 
survey, 12; subscribes money for 
survey, 6; supervises survey, 4-5. 

Marsden’s Alley, 228, 228n. 

Marshall, Mary Watson (Mrs. 
Samuel Marshall), 105n. 

Marshall, Samuel: identified, 105n- 
106n; is defaulter, 124; is free- 
holder, 159, 171, 172, 174; is on 
street workers’ list, 105; is street 
overseer, 177; mentioned, 145; 
pictured, 106. 

Martin, Josiah (Gov.), 216. 

Martindale, William, xxxvi. 

Mary, schooner owned by Cornelius 
Harnett and John Murgatroyd, 
40n. 

Mason, Caleb: his house, evaluated, 
77, 96; identified, 38n; is alder- 
man, 172, 174; is commissioner, 
98-127 passim; is defaulter, 38, 
83, 90, 113; is early Newton 
resident, xviii, 19n; is freeholder, 
159,161,171 sis, listed, .as’'tax- 
able, 83; is mayor, 172, 173; is 
night watchman, 89; mentioned, 
145; references to town’s pay- 
ment for various services ren- 
dered by him, 48, 109, 112, 116, 
«Ware 

Masonboro Sound, 38n, 175n, 194n. 

Masons Lodge, evaluated for taxes, 


95. 

Maultsby, Fredk. [Frederick?], his 
periauger, 92. 

Maultsby, John, Jr. (Jno. Maulsby, 
Junr.) : his houses, evaluated, 77, 
95; his property, identified, xvi, 
8n; identified, 3n-4n; is commis- 
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sioner, 3, 59, 60, 75-83 passim; 
isidefaulter 29, 64,4607 Gye tL: 
is freeholder, 18; is listed as tax- 
able, 83; is night watchman, 89; 
is on street workers’ list, 48; is 
treasurer, 48, 81, 86, 90; makes 
payment to town, 72; mentioned, 
37n; subscribes money for sur- 
Veyn Uuiaes Warrante vot. distress 
against him, is issued, 69. 

Maxwell, William: is town scaven- 
ger, 224, 227, 2507218 town) sur- 
veyor, 224, 226. 

Maynard (Hilton): 
xxi; pictured, 70. 

Mayor’s Court: its authorization, 
noted, xxv; its composition, out- 
lined in charter, 139; minutes of 
(see calendar of townbook min- 
utes and documents, xlii). 


Meadow, The, plantation of Henry 
Toomer, 1138n. 


Mears, James, is defaulter, 115. 

Meat, dairy products, poultry, fish: 
ordinances pertaining to regu- 
lation of sales, xxxii, 150-151. 
See also Market regulation. 

Merrick, John (Jno.): identified, 
46n; is commissioner, 50, 52, 62, 
63, 66; is defaulter, 58, 61, 67, 
69, 70, 71, 73; warrant of dis- 
tress against him, is issued, 46. 

Merrick, Thomas (Capt.), 46n. 

Middlesex County, England, 121n. 

Milk, its adulteration, prohibited, 
164; its sale, regulated, XXxXill. 
See also Market regulation; 
Meat, dairy products, poultry, 
fish. 

Miller, Jacob: his house, evaluated, 
96; is defaulter, 90, 121, 125; is 
tax delinquent, 101, 182; makes 
payment, 108. 

Miller, William: is cited for selling 
rum to Negroes, 219, 220; refer- 
ence to his slave, 236; sells cedar 
for town arches, 217, 218. 

Minute Man Company, one of its 
colonels is William Purviance, 
108n. 

Mitchell, Edward: is early Newton 
resident, xvii; mentioned, 27. 

Mitchell, Grace (Mrs. Edward 
Mitchell), 27. 

Mitchell, William: is defaulter, 36, 
47, 50; warrants against him, 
are issued, 46, 55. 

Moffat, John: is cited for chimney 
fire, 221, 222; is cited for deal- 
ing with Negroes, 225, 226. 

Moir, James: complains about Wil- 
mington dissenters, xxiii; his 


mentioned, 


estimate of Wilmington popula- 
tion, noted, xxviii. 

Molly, is slave of John Guerrard, 
235: 

Moody, Thomas: is defaulter, 183, 
186, 191; is tax delinquent, 182. 

Moore, George (Georg) : his house, 
evaluated, 77, 95; is assessed 
rent for encroachment, 200, 218. 

Moore, John (Jno.): holds security 
for appeal, 211; occupies house 
of Janet Cowan, 202. 

Moore, Maurice, establishes Bruns- 
wick, xv. 

Moore, Nathaniel, 
property, Xv. 

Moore, Robert, is defaulter, 64, 83. 

Moore, Roger: accumulates prop- 
erty, xv; harasses Wilmington 
by economic sanctions, xxilin; 
opposes Wilmington Town Bill, 
xX, Xl. 

Moran, James (Jas.): his pay- 
ments to town, are reported, 
108, 118; identified, 93n; is as- 
sessed rent for encroachment, 
203; is clerk of the town, 110, 
122, i127, 184,:144;9 isi defanulter: 
191; is fined, 206; is freeholder, 
159;,.160,°171, 172; is’ treasurer, 
112; takes poll, 93, 98, 102, 116. 

More, Thomas, is in Newton prior 
tO. 45 RV 

Morgan, Morgan: signs authoriza- 
tion for survey, 12; subscribes 
money for survey, 7. 

Morris, John: his house, evaluated, 
77, 95; is defaulter, 83, 120, 122: 
is freeholder, 171. 

Morrison, Benjamin (Benj. Mori- 
son): is cited for chimney fires, 
86, 102; is defaulter, 83, 90; is 
listed as taxable, 83. 

Mortimer, John (Jno., Dr.) : identi- 
fied, 115; is commissioner, 116- 
122 passim; is defaulter, Leb, 
124; is freeholder, 161, 172; men- 
tioned, xxxv, 145, 182n; refer- 
ence to his lot, 210. 

Mortimer, Rebecca (Mrs. John 
Mortimer; later, Mrs. James 
Geekie) : identified, 182n; is as- 
sessed rent for encroachment, 
903; is defaulter, 191; is ordered 
to clear her lot, 199; is tax de- 
linquent, 182; mentioned, 115n, 
182n. 

Mortimer, Richard, is early New- 
ton resident, xvii. 

Moseley, Edward: opposes Wil- 
mington Town Bill, xx, Xx; 
settles on Cape Fear, xv. 

Mott, Jas. [James?], defaulter, 83. 


accumulates 
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Mott, Joseph (Jos.): his house, 
evaluated, 77; is defaulter, 65, 
67, 71, 73; is listed as taxable, 
83; is night watchman, 89; war- 
rant against him, is issued, 69. 

Mouat, Mrs., fined, 188. 

Mouats, William: his estate, is on 
defaulters’ list, 183, 186, 191; 
identified, 183n. 

Mount Misery (Point Road to 
Mount Misery), 84, 84n. 

Murgatroyd, John, is partner of 
Cornelius Harnett, 40n. 

Murray, Hugh: his house, evalu- 
ated, 77; is defaulter, 67, 71; is 
listed as taxable, 83, 84; pays 
deficiency, 68. 

Murray, James: his house, evalu- 
ated, 78; his Letters of James 
Murray, Loyalist, xxiin; identi- 
fied, 5n; is commissioner, xx, 33; 
is early Newton resident, xvii; 
leaves province, 39; mentioned, 
10, 12, 13, 66; responds to pro- 
test, Xxl, xxii; subscribes money 
for survey, 5; takes poll, 32, 41. 

Murray, John, his slave, is accused 
of riding too fast, 214. 


N 


Naglee, Henry, is defaulter, 115. 
Nails, bought to mend engine hose, 
92 


Naval stores: production of, XXXVi; 
references to removal of naval 
stores and lumber from public 
wharves, 72, 88, 94, 180, 199. 

Neal, Wm., is defaulter, 83. 

Neale, Henry, 53n. 

Neale, Samuel (Saml. Neil) : men- 
tioned, 47; warrants of distress 
against him, are issued, 46, 55. 

Negro Head Point, ferry from Wil- 
mington to, 84n. 

Negroes, employment of, ordi- 
nances relating to: hiring of, by 
town, 229, 237, 239; population 
of, estimated, xxx; references to, 
105, 125n, 212, 236; regulatory 
measures relating to, discussed, 
XXVil, XXX-xxxi, 18, 164-171, 197, 
204-205, 221, 226, 228; uprising 
of, reported, xxxi. 

Neilson, Thomas (doctor), xxxv. 

Nell Town, 12n. 

Nelson, his chimney reported to be 
on fire, 222. 

Nesfield, John: his house, evalu- 
ated, 95; is cited for encroach- 
ment, 108. 

Nesses Creek (Nessis Creek), 50n, 


68n. 

Nevin, Mrs., lives in Mary DeRos- 
set’s house, 203, 218. 

Nevin, James, convicted of “im- 
moderate riding,” 212. 

Nevin, Maurice: is defaulter, 67, 
90, 125, 177; pays deficiency, 68; 
warrant of distress against him, 
is issued, 69. 

New Bern, compared to Wilming- 
ton, xxxvii. 

New Carthage (New Liverpool, 
Newton, Wilmington), xvi-xvii. 

New Garden Monthly Meeting, 
120n. 

New Hanover Committee of Safe- 
ty, 217n, 231n. See also Wilming- 
ton Committee of Safety. 

New Hanover County: courthouse 
and jail, provided, xxiii; men- 
tioned, 30n; rent collection, dis- 
cussed, xix. See also County of- 
ficials. 

New Hanover precinct, its original 
seat of government is Bruns- 
wick, xv. 

New Liverpool, 2n. 

New York, xviii, xxxv. 

Newton, xvii, 5, 95n. 

Newton, Mary Maultsby (Mrs. 
Newton, Mrs. Thomas Newton): 
identified, 37n; is defaulter, 186, 
191; is fined, 188. 

Newton, Thomas (Thos.): allow- 
ance made in his account, 107; 
his house, evaluated, 78, 96; 
identified, 37n; is commissioner, 
93, 94; is defaulter, 37, 50, 59, 
61, 65, 67, 90; is listed as tax- 
able, 83; is on street workers’ 
list, 48; is tax delinquent, 66, 
101; sells lumber to town, 65: 
warrant of distress against him, 
is issued, 46. 

Night watchmen, are appointed by 
commissioners, 89. 

North Carolina Council of Safety, 
Cornelius Harnett’s presidency 
of, noted, 40n. 

North Carolina Gazette, 119n. 

North Carolina Gazette and Week- 
ly Post Boy, is edited by Andrew 
Steuart, 192. 

Northeast Cape Fear River, xv, 
84n, 183n. 

Norton, William, Sr. (Wm. Nor- 
ton): is early Newton resident, 
Xvii; signs authorization for sur- 
vey, 12; subscribes money for 
survey, 6. 


Nova Scotia, is refuge for James 
Murray, 5n. 
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Nunns, Thomas, his house, evalu- 
ated, ‘17; 95. 

Nutt, John (Mr. Nutt): identified, 
182n; is defaulter, 183, 186, 188, 
191; is fined for selling rum to 
Negroes, 209-210; is tax delin- 
quent, 182; occupies house of 
John DuBois, 202. 

Nutt, Mrs. John, with her husband, 
is accused of selling rum _ to 
Negroes, 209. 


O 


Oakley Plantation, 68n. 

Oakum: defined, 193n; is ordered 
to be removed, 191-193. 

Oath of Office: authority to ad- 
minister, is granted to town of- 
ficers, 133; copy of, 134. 

Occupations, professions, repre- 
sented in Wilmington: discussion 
of those of early residents, xxxv- 
xxxvi; individuals named, in- 
clude attorneys — (Thomas) 
Child, 46n, (Nicholas) Fox, 8n, 
(Marmaduke) Jones, 64n, (Ar- 
chibald) Maclaine, 125n, (Wil- 
liam) Robinson, 59n; blacksmith 
— (Richard) Player, Jr., 38n; 
blockmaker— (William) Norton, 
Sr., XV; brickmason— (Samuel) 
Dunlap, 227; bucket maker— 
(Magnus) Cowan, 116; cabinet- 
makers—(Thomas) Axom, 26n, 
(John) Nutt, 182n; carpen- 
ters—(Ebenezer) Bunting, 38n, 
(John) Campbell, 337n, (David) 
David, 29n, (Philip) David, 29n, 
(Caleb) Mason, 38n, 116, (An- 
drew) Ronaldson, 231n, (John) 
Shuter, 215, (James) Wright, 
184; cartographer — (James) 
Wimble, 9n; cooper—386n, 96n; 
distillers—(Cornelius) Harnett 
II, 40n, (William) Wilkinson, 
40n, 160n, (William) Willkings, 
65n; ferry operators— (Francis) 
Veale, Tn; hatter—(Francis) 
Veall [Veale?], 7n; mariners— 
(Daniel) Dunbibin, 7n, (John) 
Field, .xvii, (Lewis) Jenkins, 
xvii, (Thomas) More, xvii, (Wil- 
liam) Rigby, 2n, 38n, (Francis) 
Veale, 7n, (William) Veale, 41, 
(James) Wimble, 9, 9n, (Samuel) 
Woodward, xvii; merchants— 
(Robert) Bannerman,  186n, 
(Ralph) Bugnion, 37n, (John) 
Burgwin, 159n, (James) Camp- 
bell, xvii, 2n, (William) Camp- 
bell, 102n, (William) Faris, 3n, 


(Francis) Davies, 24n, (Lewis 
Henry) DeRosset, 40n, (John) 
Dubois, 26n, (Daniel) Dunbibin, 
Tn, (Jonathan) Dunbibin, 194n, 
(William) Faris, 3n, (Frederick) 
Gregg, 29n, (James) Gregory, 
50, (Cornelius) Harnett II, 40n, 
(Robert) Hogg, 184n, (William) 
Hooper, 175n, (John) Lyon, 37n, 
(William) McKenzie, 24, (Rufus) 
Marsden, xvii, 2n, (John) Mer- 
rick, 46n, (Richard) Mortimer, 
xvii, (James) Murray, xvii, 5n, 
(George) Parker, 121n, (John) 
Quince, 104n, (Parker) Quince, 
187n, (John) Robeson,  36n, 
(Alexander) Ross, 103n, (Rob- 
ert) Schaw, 140n, (James) 
Smallwood, xvii, 2n, (Robert 
Walker, xvii, (Anthony) Ward, 
64n; Miller—(Cornelius) Har- 
nett, 40n; millwright—(Nich- 
olas) Brewer, xvii; periwig mak- 
ers—(John) Cholwell and (Hen- 
ry) Rooks, 119n; physicians — 
(Thomas) Cobham, 217, (Ar- 
mand John) DeRosset,  2n, 
(James) Dubois, 26n, (John) 
Eustace, 188n, (James) Geekie, 
115n, 182n, 225, (Thomas) Lloyd, 
182, (John) Mortimer, 115n, 
182n, (Roger) Rolfe, xvii, (Rob- 
ert) Tucker, 201n; planters— 
(Robert) Bannerman,  186n, 
(David) David, 29n, (Lewis 
Henry) DeRosset, 40n, (Caleb) 
Grainger, 7n, (Joshua) Grain- 
ceruLi<(n; (Cornelius) Harnett, 
40n, (Thomas) James, 6n-7n, 
(Caleb) Mason, 38n, (Parker) 
Quince, 187n, (Robert) Schaw, 
104n, (James) Wimble, 9n; 
sawmill operators — (Thomas) 
Cobham, Bin. (Frederick) 
Gregg, 30n; schoolmaster — 
(James) Tate, 201n; ship- 
wrights—(Michael) Dyer, XVii, 
(Joshua) Grainger II, 7n, (Rich- 
ard) Keen, xvii, (Robert) Wells, 
82, 82n; shoemaker— (Magnus) 
Cowan, 8n;_ silversmiths — 
(James) Blythe, 97n, (John) 
Kirkwood, 183n, (William) 
Wilkings, 65n; tailors— (David) 
Brown, 64n, (Thomas) Hender- 
son, 115n, (Thomas) James, 6n- 
Tn, (Alexander) McKeithen, 26n, 
(Alexander) Ross, 103n; tanners 
—(John) Maultsby, Jr, 3n, 
(Joshua) Toomer, 50n; tar pro- 
ducer—(William) Faris, 3n; tav- 
ern keepers—(James) Arlow, 
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46n, 121n, (Robert) Bannerman, 
186n, (Thomas) Beven, 67, 
(James) Bryan, 92, (Hugh) 
Campbell, 212, (John) Cholwell, 
119n, (Anthony) Dubose, 82n, 
(Caleb) Grainger, 7n, (William) 
Gregory, 184n, (John) Jones, 
46n, ..(Henry.)/. Rooks,  119n, 
(Henry) Seyers, 122n, (John) 
Stevenson, 59n, (Joshua) Toom- 
er, 50n, (William) Wilkings, 
65n; trader—(James) Wimble, 
9n; watchmaker—John  Kirk- 
wood, 183n. 

Oram, James: is defaulter, 29, 133; 
186, 191; is tax delinquent, 182. 

Orange Street, 95n. 

Ordinaries, taverns, regulations re- 
garding their operation, xxxiv, 
200. See also Occupations, pro- 
fessions, represented in Wilming- 
ton: tavern operators. 


E 


Paine, Catherine Musgrove (Mrs. 
John Paine; later, Mrs. Thomas 
Cobham), 217n. oA 

Paine (Pain), John: is Areeholder, 
171; mentioned, 217. 

Paine, Thomas (Thos.): is free- 
holder, 171; oversees street work- 
ers, 190. 

Palmer, George, reference to his 
house, 225. 

Pamlico Sound Region, xxxv. 

Parker, Mrs.: occupies house 
owned by John Quince, 201; by 
William Campbell, 217. 

Parker, George: identified, 121n; is 
assessed rent for encroachment, 
203; is commissioner, 126, IT: 
is defaulter, 121, 124, 183, 101; 
is fined, 188; is freeholder, E52: 
172, 174; mentioned, 189. 

Parker, Richard (Richd.), is de- 
faulter, 82, 84. 

Parker, Wm., fined, 188. 

Pender County, 30n. 

Periauger ( periagua), 92n. 

Perquimans County, xv. 

Philadelphia, xvii, xxxv, 38n. 

Piepoudre (Pie Powder), Court of, 
provided by charter, 132. 

Player, Ann, her house, evaluated, 
78, 96. 

Player, Richard, [I]: identified, 
38n; is defaulter, 38; mentioned. 
107n. 

Player, Richard, [II]: identified, 
38n; is commissioner, 195-231 
passim; is defaulter, 38, 67, 71, 


835/113, 115,121, 124,5187,. 191; 
is freeholder, 159, 161, 171, L72Z, 
174; is keeper of the fire engine, 
218, 219; is listed as taxable, 
83; is on street workers’ list, 
105; mentioned, 38, 107n, 145, 
182, 183; takes poll, 231; war- 
rant of distress against him, is 
issued, 69. 


Player, Simon, is defaulter, 26, 29. 
Player, Stephen: his account, is 
credited, 107; identified, 107n- 
108n; is assessed rent on en- 
croachment, 2038; is defaulter, 
115, 119, 121, 187, 191; is free- 
holder, 159, | 161,171, $174; is 
street overseer, 177; is tax de- 
linquent, 182; mentioned, 145. 

Point Repose Plantation, 5n. 

Point Road (“Point Road to Mount 
Misery”), 84, 84n, 85, 90, 91. 

Population, discussed, xxxiv. 

Porrington, Mary, her house evalu- 
ated, 78. 

Port of Brunswick, 194n. See 
Brunswick, Port of. 

Porter, John: is one of first com- 
missioners, xx; sells property, 
6n. 

Porters Neck, Topsail Sound, 
Catherine DeRosset’s plantation 
there, mentioned, 121n. 

Post roads, map of, pictured, 
XXXVI. 

Pound, Joseph (Jno.?), is de- 
faulter, 124. 

Prestleigh, Richard Hellier’s Eng- 
lish estate, 2n. 

Price controls, discussed, xxxili. 

Prince, slave of John Murray, is 
cited for riding too fast, 214. 

Prince of Parthia, The, by Thomas 
Godfrey, 105n. 

Princess Street, 3n, 9n, 175n, 182n, 
ZOU 25: 

Property evaluation: discussed, 
XxXxv; of houses, listed, 77-78, 
95-96. 

Prospect Hall, developed by James 
Moran, 93n. 

Providence Plantation, 183n. 

Provincial Congress of 1775, is 
attended by Archibald Maclaine, 
125n. 

Provincial officers: Wilmington 
men who served as, include 
(John) Ancrum, deputy secre- 
tary to Gov. Dobbs, and judge of 
admiralty court, 194n; (John) 
Burgwin, clerk of governor’s 
council, 159n; (William) Dry, 
collector at Port of Brunswick, 
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78n; (Caleb) Grainger, assem- 
blyman, 7n; (Robert) Halton, 
provost marshal, xviii; (Cor- 
nelius) Harnett, Provincial 
Council, 40n; (Benjamin) Heron, 
clerk of the pleas of the 
province, deputy surveyor, audi- 
tor, clerk of the crown, member 
of governor’s council, 80n; (Wil- 
liam) Hooper, deputy attorney 
general, 174n; (David) James, 
tobacco inspector, 185n; (Mar- 
maduke) Jones, assistant judge 
of general court, 64n, attorney 
general of N.C., 64n, member of 
governor’s council, 64n; (David) 
Lindsay, adjutant of militia, 
12n; (William) Mouat, deputy 
king’s attorney, 183n; (James) 
Murray, deputy naval officer, 5n. 

Purdie, Elizabeth Neale Bugnion 
(Mrs. Hugh Purdie), 59n. 

Purdie, Hugh: his house, evalu- 
ated, 78, 96; identified, 59n; is 
commissioner, 60, 61, 62; is de- 
faulter, 59, 61, 64; mentioned, 
Sane eo2: 

Purviance, William: identified, 
103n; is defaulter, 103, 111, 115, 
124, 183, 187; is fined, 188; 1s 
freeholder, 159; is on _ street 
workers’ list, 105. 


Q 


Quince, John: identified, 104n; is 
assessed rent for encroachment, 
201, 202, 217; is commissioner, 
117-122 passim, 194, 195; is de- 
faulter, 104, 111, 115, 121, 125; 
is on street workers’ list, 105; is 
ordered to raise chimney, 228; is 
treasurer, 118, 122; mentioned, 
187n, 206, 228n; reference to his 
house, 228. 

Quince, Josiah, quoted, 40n. 

Quince, Parker: identified, 187n; is 
assessed rent for encroachment, 
202n; is defaulter, 187; is fined, 
188; mentioned, 104n. 

Quince, Richard, Jr., 104n, 187n. 

Quince’s Alley, 228n. 

Quitrent law of 1735, XVili 


R 


Ralph, John, convicted of “im- 
moderate riding,” 212. 

Ray, Isaac, is defaulter, LOS Ube. 

Red Cross Street, 40n. 

Regulator uprising, 25n, 104n. 

Reilly, Robt., is defaulter, 90. 


Rhett, William, his daughters 
marry New Hanover Precinct 
men, XV. 


Rice, Jno. [Jonathan], signs Act 
of Assembly, 22. 

Rice, Nathaniel: opposes Wilming- 
ton Town Bill, xx, xxi; signs 
Act of Assembly, 22. 

Rice, Stephen, is defaulter, Aig Bay 
119, 124. 

Richardson, James (Colonel), 37n, 
538n. 

Richardson, Richard, is defaulter, 
Ble 

Richmond, slave of Henry Toomer, 
219. 

Richmond, George (G.): is default- 
er, 187, 191; is fined, 188. 

Riley (Rieley), Edward: is de- 
faulter, 191; is tax delinquent, 
182. 

Ring, John, warrant against him, 
is issued, 46, 47. 

Ringrose, John, is cited for litter- 
ing street, 235, 236. 

Riots, measures taken to prevent, 
recorded, 205. 

Robeson, Edward (Edwd.): is on 
street workers’ list, 105; record 
of his payment, 110. 

Robeson, John: is assessed rent 
for encroachment, 201; is cited 
for failure to comply with or- 
ders, 228; is commissioner, 183- 
194 passim; is defaulter, 36, 115, 
191; is town treasurer, 189, 190, 
191; is witness against commis- 
sioners, 231n; mentioned, 218. 

Robeson, Mary (Mrs. Thomas 
Robeson), is heir of William 
Bartram, 95n. 

Robeson, Thomas, his wife is heir 
of William Bartram, 95n. 

Robinson (Robeson), William: his 
house evaluated, 95; identified, 
59n; is tavern operator, 59n; 
is tax delinquent, 101; men- 
tioned, 59, 108; takes poll, 59, 


62. 

Roe (Reau, Row, Rue), John: is 
defaulter, 67, 71, 82, 84; is 
listed as taxable, 83; warrant of 
distress against him, is issued, 
69. 

Rogers, John (Jno.): is defaulter, 
120; mentioned, 93n. 

Rolfe, Roger (Dr.), is early New- 
ton resident, xvii. 

Ronaldson, Andrew (Andw. Ran- 
aldson) : identified, 231n; is com- 
missioner, 231-239 passim. ; 

Ronaldson (Ranaldson), Arch., is 
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paid for lumber used in arches, 
238, 239. 

Ronaldson [?] (Ranaldson), Jona- 
than, is ordered to hire person to 
repair drain, 238. 


Ronaldson, Margaret (Mrs. An- 
drew Ronaldson), 231n. 

Rooks, Henry: has key to fire- 
house, 219; identified, 119n; is 
defaulter, 119; is ordered to 
heighten chimney, 228. 


Ross, Mrs., fined, 188. 


Ross, Alexander (Alexr., Alesr.) : 
his payment, recorded, 108; 
identified, 103n; is comissioner, 
109-125 passim; is defaulter, 
103, 120, 122; is freeholder, 159, 
161, 172, 174; is town treasurer, 
123, 125-126; mentioned, 145. 


Ross, Archd. [Archibald?], de- 
fauiter, 122. 


Ross, David, constable, 92. 


Ross, Elizabeth (Mrs. Alexander 
Ross), 1038n. 


Ross, John: cited to appear for 
chimney fire, 225; fined, 226. 
Ross, Rose, her house evaluated for 

taxes, 96. 

Routledge, Thomas (Thos.; Thos. 
& Wm. Routledge): is appointed 
night watchman, 89; is default- 
er, 64, 68, 70, 71, 90; pays on his 
account, 72; warrant of distress 
against him, is issued, 69. 

Routledge, Wm. (Thos. & Wm. 
Routledge): is defaulter, 64, 68, 
70; warrant of distress against 
him, is issued, 69. 

Rowan, Jerome, 37n, 125n. 

Rowan, Matthew: favors Wilming- 
ton, xx. mentioned, Sin*~ re- 
sponds to protest, xxi. 

Rumye209-210)3).212,, 218, 214, 219, 
220 pect 264.0200) 208. 

Rundle, Richard (Richd.): is cited 
for dealing with Negroes, 229; 
mentioned, 40n. 

Rutherfurd, John: donates town 
book, xii; his house, evaluated, 
77, 95; is commissioner, 33-47 
passim; is credited with street 
work, 49; is defaulter, 25, 38, 45, 
48, 50, 58, 61, 64, 67, 71, 83, 90, 
111, 121; is listed as taxable, 83; 
is on street workers’ list, 105; 
is suspended from governor’s 
council, 5n; pays deficiency, 68; 
sells lumber to town, 65; war- 
rants of distress against him, are 
issued, 55, 69. 


Ss 


St. Andrew’s Parish, S.C., 50n. 

ot. Croix, xxxv. 

Saint James Episcopal Church: 
pictured, xxiv, xxix, 3n, 39, 46n, 
182n. 

St. Phillip’s Parish: objects to 
James Moir’s activity in Wil- 
mington, xxiin; references to, 
xxili, 194n. 

Salt, dispute over, 221. 

Sampson, John: his house evalu- 
ated, 78, 96; identified, 24n-25n; 
is alderman, 133-147 passim, 173, 
174; is commissioner, 24, 25, 26, 
33, 36; is defaulter, 26; is first 
mayor under borough charter, 
129, 133; mentioned, 133, 134; 
takes poll, 32. 

Sampson, Ralph, is in Newton 
prior to 1748, xvii. 

Sampson County, is named for 
John Sampson, 24n. 

Sanders, Elizabeth, is fined for 
chimney fire, 188. 

Saul, Edward (Edwd. Sall), is de- 
faulter, 119) 122) "124.9 184) 191. 

Saunders, Mrs., fined, 188. 

Sauthier, C. J., his map of 1769, 
pictured, xxvi. 

Sawyer, Natt (Nathl. Sawier): is 
defaulter, 83; is night watch- 
man, 89. 

Scavenger, for town, is sought, 232. 

Schaw, Janet, her Journal of a 
Lady of Quality, xxxi, 140n, 
1Z)n) 217n, 

Schaw, Robert: identified, 104; his 
payment, recorded, 110; is com- 
missioner, 188, 189, 190; is de- 
faulter, 104, 119; is on street 
workers’ list, 105; mentioned, 
100n, 183n, 194n. 

Schoepf, Johann David, his Travels 
in the Confederation, xxxviin. 

Scotland, 5n. 

Scott, Alexander, holds poll, 176. 

Seamen, their treatment and con- 
duct, subject to regulation in Act 
of Assembly, 1745, 21-22. 

Seares. See also Seyers. 

Seares, Mrs., occupies house owned 
by William Shiver, 218. 

Second Street, 38n, 97n, 115n, 125n, 
182n-210n, 230-57381n. 


Secretary and clerk of the crown, 
is position of James Murray, 5n. 


Seyers, Dorothea (Mrs. Henry 
Seyers), 122n. 


Seyers (Sceyers, Seares), Henry: 
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identified, 122n; is defaulter, 
12a. 

“Shambles” (public market), in 
courthouse, xxvi. 

Sharpless, John (Bradley & Sharp- 
less): identified, 120n; is de- 
faulter, 120. 

Shiver (Shivor), William: is de- 
faulter, 184, 187, 191; is ordered 
to pay rent, 218. 

Shuter (Shooter), John: is ap- 
pointed overseer, 190; is default- 
er, 184, 187, 191; is fined, 188; 
is paid for work on arches, 215. 

Simmonds, Henry, 64n. 

Simpson, Walter: his house evalu- 
ated, 96; is defaulter, 67, 71, 82; 
is listed as taxable, 83; pays de- 
ficiency, 68, 84. 

Singletary, Ithamer, is defaulter, 
29. 

Slaves, ordinances pertaining to, 
Xxxl1, 148, 160, 187, 204, 205, 210- 
Zi 25. tout 

Smallwood, James: his death, 
noted, 2n, 31; is a commissioner, 
2, 24-31 passim; is early Newton 
resident, xvii; requests building 
permit, 14; signs authorization 
for survey, 12; subscribes money 
for survey, 7. 

Smith, Benjamin, completes road 
across Eagles Island, 78n. 

Smith, David, is cited for dealing 
with Negroes, 220, 221. 

Smith, Finley, is defaulter, 82. 

Smith, John: his house evaluated, 
77; mentioned, 27. 

Smith, Malcolm: is defaulter, 67, 
71; is listed as taxable, 83; pays 
deficiency, 68. 

Smith, Mary Phlegar, her ‘“Bor- 
ough Representation in North 
Carolina,” cited, xxivn. 

Smith, Peter: is defaulter, 67, 71; 
warrant of distress against him, 
is issued, 69. 

Smith, William: casts tie-breaking 
vote, xx; his action protested, 
XX. 

Smith-Anderson House, pictured, 
PAL lp 

Smith’s Creek, xxi, 2n, 9n, 26n, 
38n. 

Smith’s Creek Ferry, 9n. 

Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel, receives report from 
James Moir, xxiiin. 

Somersetshire, England, = xviii, 
XXKV, Jy: 


Southern District, Samuel Campbell 
is colonel commandant in Charles- 


ton, 209n. See also American 
Revolution. 

Spades, 89. 

Spanish harassment of Carolina 
coast, 24n-25n, 28n, 78n. 

Spearman, Edward (Edwd.): is 
defaulter, 125, 184; is tax delin- 
quent, 181. 

Springs, Christian, is defaulter, 
ESTP LOL: 

Springs, Jno. [John?], is defaulter, 
122. 

Sprunt, David Worth (Rev.), finds 
town book, xii. 

Sprunt, James Laurence, receives 
town book, xii. 

Squier, John, signs authorization 
for 1748 survey, 12. 

Stafford, Wm., is defaulter, 119, 
122. 

Stamp Act, resistance to, at Wil- 
mington and Brunswick, 31n, 
40n, 97n, 104n, 121n, 182n, 185n. 

Starkey, William, is defaulter, 183 

Steroom, Samuel Theopt., is de- 
faulter, 37. 

Steuart (Stewart), Andrew: his 
printing equipment, bought by A. 
Boyd, 192; is defaulter, 184; is 
tax delinquent, 182. 

Stevenson, John: identified, 59n; is 
defaulter, 59. 

Stewart. See Steuart; Stuart. 

Stibbens, Geo., is defaulter, 122. 

Stock lock, 49, 92. 

Stone, Benjamine (Ben., Benjn.): 
is defaulter, 121; is freeholder, 
uo I Neg hk Bayle 

Stono Ferry, Battle of, 194n. 

Street workers’ lists and references 
to enforcement of work ordi- 
nances, 1-239 passim. 

Streets and roads: ordinances per- 
taining to maintenance of, xxxiii, 
18; 99) 100% 1S0TS1 9232. 

Stuart, John (doctor), xxxv. 

Stuckey, Samuel: is defaulter, 184, 
187, 191; is tax delinquent, 182. 

Subscription money, paid to sur- 
veyors, 1743, 12. 

Sunday, regulations regarding noise 
and behavior on, 200. 

Sussex, Xxxv. 

Swann, Saml. [Samuel], signs Act 
of Assembly as speaker, 22. 


jy 


Tankard (Tankered), Robert: is 
defaulter, 187, 191; is fined, 188. 

Tannery, tanning, 202. 

Tanyard (Tan Yard) Branch: 
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arch, pictured, 208; mentioned, 
200n. 


Tate, James: his classical school, 
noted, 201n; identified, 201n; is 
occupant of John  Robeson’s 
house, 201. 

Taverns, their operation regulated 
by Act of Assembly, 1745, 21. 
See also Occupations, professions 
represented in Wilmington: tav- 
ern keepers. 

Tax: delinquency in payments of, 
mentioned, 1-239 passim; levy- 
ing for specific purposes, re- 
ported, 42-48, 49, 51, 76, 77, 80, 
87, 146, 160; limit set by char- 
ter, noted, 19, 141; penalties for 
delinquency in payment of, dis- 
cussed, 19, 66, 80. 

Taxables: defined, 34n; mentioned, 
1-239 passim. 

Taylor, Ralph: his estate, evalu- 
ated, 96, listed as tax delinquent, 
101; is defaulter, 90. 

Third Street, xxvii, 115n, 157, 
159n. 

Thomas, “a free Negroe at Doct. 
Geekins,” reference to, 225. 

Thompson, Wm. (Willm.): is de- 
faulter, 71, 88, 90; is listed as 
taxable, 84. 

Boer, Mr., reference to his slave, 

2. 

Toomer, Mrs., is fined, 188. 

Toomer, Henry: identified, 118n; is 
assessed rent for encroachment, 
203; is commissioner, 126, 127, 
176- 186 passim, 231- 239 passim; 
is defaulter, 113, 120, 122, 184, 
LOL 4s freeholder, 171, 174; is 
town scavenger, 223, 226: men- 
tioned, 50n; pays deficiency, 185; 
requests boundary be set for al- 
ley, 206; supervises digging of 
wells, 181. 

Toomer, Joshua: his account with 
town, recorded, 56, 58, 59, 119; 
his death, noted, 137: his house, 
evaluated, 73; identified, 50n; is 
alderman, 136; is commissioner, 
50-108 passim; is defaulter, 68, 
flip LO4s 36 listed as taxable, 83; 
is on street workers’ list, 105; 
mentioned, 113n; pays deficiency, 
68; takes poll, 50. 

Toomer, Mary Holt (Mrs. An- 
thony B. Toomer), 104n. 

Toomer’s Alley, 113n, 206n. 

Town bell, used to open market, 
163. See also Bell. 

Town charter, bought by Moses 
John DeRosset, 101-102. See also 


Charter of Borough of Wilming- 
ton. 

Town officials: duties and priv- 
ileges of, outlined, 129, 141; re- 
quirements for eligibility of, 
stated, 128, 142. Specific offices 
mentioned, include bailiff, 134, 
144; clerk, 76,)945:110,°112)122, 
134, 144, 177, 190, 191, 194, 195n, 
196, 215, 232; constable, 14n, 41, 
46n, 55, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64n, 82n, 
92n, 104n, 112, 115n, 183, 184n, 
185n, 191, 214; coroner, 50n; cus- 
todian of courthouse, 35, 49, 51, 
$6492. 5107s 110) 112,027 5: in- 
spector, 113n; night watchmen 
(““watches’’), 18, 89; notary pub- 
lic, 50n; overseer of street work, 
184, 185, 190, 229; recorder, 129, 
135, 136, 137, 140, 144,°171, 174- 
l7o* “seavenger, 222. 225,224, 
227; surveyor, 224; tax collector, 
43, 191, 195n, 222, 2382. treasur- 
er, 79581, S6, 91,' 925-03, Lil ii 2, 
$16, °218;°207,022252382. 

Townsend, Paul, 33, 44, 50. 

Travels of William Bartram, The, 
by William Bartram, the natu- 
ralist, 95n. 

Tryon, William (Gov.), his de- 
scription of Marmaduke Jones, 
quoted, 64n. 

Tucker, Robert (Dr.): identified, 
201n; lives in John Robeson’s 
House, 201; maintains joint 
practice with Thomas Cobham, 
217n; mentioned, xxxv, 210, 230. 

“Turbulent Life of Captain James 
Wimble, The,” by W. P. Cum- 
ming, Qn. 

Turkey Creek, 185n. 

Turnbill, Thomas, is defaulter, 29. 

“Turner’s Plan,” is one of first 
plans for town, xvii. 


U 


Ulster, Ireland, xxxv, 103n. 


Vv 


Vail, Jeremiah: his map of 1748, 
described, 10n-12n; his survey, 
described, xxix, 10; takes oath 
before survey, 13. 

Van Alstine, Matw. [Matthew?], 
is fined for riding horse too fast, 


Veale, Abigail (Mrs. William 
Veale I; later, Mrs. William 
Gregory), 41n, 184n. 

Veale, Francis: identified, 7n; is 
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defaulter, 26; is early Newton 
resident, xviii; mentioned, 41n; 
signs authorization for 1743 sur- 
vey, 12; subscribes money for 
survey, 7. 

Veale, William, [I]: his house 
evaluated, 77, 95; identified, 41n; 
is commissioner, 60, 61, 90; is de- 
faulter, 90; mentioned, 7n, 184n; 
takes poll, 41. 

Veale, William, [II], 41n. 

Virginia, xxxv. 


Ww 


Waddell, Mrs., reference to her 
house, 230. 

Wakely, Geo., is defaulter, 90, 124. 

Walker, Ann (Mrs. Robert Walk- 
er): her house, evaluated, 78; 
identified, 26n; is defaulter, 26, 
191; mentioned, 6n, 64n. 

Walker, James: is assessed rent 
for encroachment, 202; is cited 
for violation of street ordinance, 
229; is defaulter, 184; reference 
to his slave, 212. 

Walker, Jean (Mrs. John Walker, 
wife of the tailor), 64n. 

Walker, John (Carp., the carpen- 
ter): is defaulter, 184, 187, 191; 
mentioned, xxxvi, 37n, 64n. 

Walker, John (Jno.): his house 
evaluated for taxes, 77, 96; is 
tax delinquent, 101, 182; lives in 
Arthur Mabson’s house, 203, 
218; payments to town, recorded, 
68, 108; takes poll, 176. 

Walker, John (the merchant): 
identified, 37n; is commissioner, 
75-86 passim; is defaulter, 37; 
mentioned, 26n; warrant of dis- 
tress against him, is issued, 46. 

Walker, John (the Revolutionary 
War army officer, “Major 
Jack? loin: 

Walker, John (the tailor: his 
house, evaluated, 78; identified, 
64n; is defaulter, 64, 67, 82, 84; 
mentioned, 37n. 

Walker, John, Senr.: appeals to 
inferior court, 211; is convicted 
of “immoderate riding,” 212; is 
fined for chimney fire, 210; re- 
ports Negro, 214; reports rum 
sale to Negro, 220. 

Walker, Robert (the caretaker of 
the fire engine), is paid for his 
work, 219. 

Walker, Robert (the merchant) : 
identified, 6n; is commissioner, 
xx; is early Newton resident, 


xvii, 26n, 37n; subscribes money 
for 1743 survey, 6. 


Walker, William, is defaulter, 29. 


Walkers, John, his house, evalu- 
ated, 77. See also Walker. 

Wallace, William, is defaulter, 38. 

Walnut Street, 40n. 

Ward, Mr., pays ‘‘deficiency,” 185. 

Ward, Mrs., lives in John Quince’s 
house, 201. 

Ward, Anthony: his account, set- 
tled, 76; his house, evaluated, 
96; his payment, recorded, 110; 
identified, 64n; is candidate for 
alderman, 171; is commission- 
er, 116-127 passim, 176-188 pas- 
sim; is defaulter, 64, 67, 70, 71, 
82, 90, 184, 191; is freeholder, 
159, 160; is listed as taxable, 84; 
is on street workers’ list, 105; 
mentioned, 145; payment due 
him, noted, 198; pays deficiency, 
84, 185; pays fine, 86; super- 
vises well-digging, 181; takes 
polly 91,1938)" 194. warrant: or 
distress against him, is issued, 
69. 

Ward, Cathn., is reported for trad- 
ing with Negroes, 238. 

Ward, James (doctor), xxxv. 
Ward, Jane Dunbibin (Mrs. An- 
thony Ward), identified, 64n. 
Ward, John James, is reported for 

trading with Negroes, 238. 

Warrants of Distress: explained, 
53n; references to issuance of, 
1-239 passim. 

Washington, the armed brigantine, 
Lion: 

Washington, George, is enter- 
tained at Dorsey’s Hotel, 113n. 

“Water Engine,” record of pay- 
ment for, 1755, 86. See also 
Fires, ordinances pertaining to 
fires, fire-fighting equipment. 

Watson, Job, 8n. 

Watson, John: his estate (1774) 
credited with supplying material 
to town, 226; is defaulter, 184, 
191; is fined, 188. 

Watson, John, [II], 8n. 

Watson (Wattson, Whatson), John, 
[I]: his land sale, affirmed, 9; 
identified, 8n; mentioned, 106n. 

Watson, Jonathan, 8n. 

Watson, Joseph, 8n. 

Watson, Sarah (daughter of John 
Watson), 8n. 

Watson, Sarah (Mrs. John Wat- 
son), 8n. 

Watts, George: is defaulter, 54, 65, 
66; mentioned, 47; warrant of 
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distress against him, is issued, 
46. 


Wayne, Gabriel, his house evalu- 
ated, 77, 95. 


Weeks, James, is convicted of “im- 
moderate riding,” 212. 


Weeks, John, is defaulter, 29. 


Weeks, Zachariah (Zach., Zachr.) : 
is defaulter, 67, 71, 115; is listed 
as taxable, 83; pays deficiency, 
68. 


Weights and measures, standard 
of, purchased for town, 160. 


Weir, Robert, is fined, 188. 

Welbank, Robert: is defaulter, 
111; is on street workers’ list, 
105. 


Welch Tract District, 59n, 104n. 


Wells, dug in Front Street, xxxi, 
181. 


Wells (Wails, Wales), Robert: his 
payment, recorded, 110; is com- 
missioner, 116, 117; is defaulter, 
BA, 104. Ito to, 184, 187% i 
fined, 188; is freeholder, 161, 
6 WE by 174; is overseer of streets, 
193; is tax delinquent, 181; men- 
tioned, xxxvi, 145; petitions for 
grant of land, 82n. 

West Indies, xviii. 

Wharves, docks, streets, ordinances 
concerning, 9n, 88, 94, 107, 109, 
118, 123, 180, 199. 

Wheatley, Benjn, his house, evalu- 
ated, 78, 96. 

Wheelbarrows, 57, 66. 

White, Margaret, her house evalu- 
ated, 78, 96. 

White, Thomas, is defaulter, 187. 

White, William: is chain bearer for 
survey, 13; is freeholder, 13; 
signs authorization for survey, 


12 

Wight, Edward (Doct. Wight): 
identified, 108n; makes payments 
to town, 101, 108; mentioned, 
XXXV. 

Wight, Mary (Mrs. Edward 
Wight), is executor of husband’s 
estate, 108n. 

Wilkins, Mrs. (Sarah Willkings) , 
188, 201, 218, 228, 236. 

Wilkins (Wilkings, Willkings), 
William: his payment, recorded, 
110; identified, 65n; is defaulter, 
65, 67, 833718 fined, 102; is listed 
as taxable, 83; is on street work- 
ers’ list, 105: pays deficiency, 68. 

Wilkinson (Wilkenson), William: 
identified, 160n; is cited for 


chimney fire, 227, for riding vio- 
lation, 212, 213; is cleared of 
charge in dispute over salt, 221; 
is commissioner, 193, 194; is de- 
faulter, 187, 191; is freeholder, 
160, 171, 174; mentioned, 40n. 


Willow Spring Branch, 200n. 


Wilmington: changes in its form 
of government, discussed, xxiii; 
its colonial history summarized, 
XV-xXxxvii; its ferries, noted, 85; 
its name, discussed, xviii; its 
representation in General As- 
sembly, noted, xxi. 

Wilmington Chronicle & N.C. 
Weekly Advertiser, 104n. 


Wilmington Committee of Safety, 
388n, 40n, 97n, 103n, 113n, 120n, 
125n, 160n, 174n, 184n, 194n 
195n, 201n, 209n, 225n, 231n. See 
also American Revolution; New 
Hanover Committee of Safety. 


Wilmington Gazette, quoted, 102n. 


Wilmington Town Act of 1739/40, 
XXV. 

Wilmington Town Bill, becomes 
law, xx. 

Wilson, Silvanus, is defaulter, 115. 


Wiltbank, Robt., is appointed night 
watchman, 89. 

Wimble, James: his map of 1733, 
reproduced, xv; his purchase of 
land, discussed, xvi, 9; identified, 
9n. 

“Wimble’s Maps and the Colonial 
Cartography of the North Caro- 
lina Coast,” by William P. Cum- 
ming, 9n. 

“Wimble’s Plan,” is one of first 
plans for Newton, xvii. 

Wiscinan, Jams. [James?], is de- 
faulter, 58. 

Wiseman, Jams. [James?], is de- 
faniter, “71.73: 

Woldridge and Kelly, London mer- 
chants, 36n. 
Woodard, Samuel (Captain): is 

early Newton resident, xvii, xx. 

Work rights, of borough residents, 
protected, 142. 

Wright, Ann (Mrs. John Wright) : 
her house, evaluated, 77, 95; 
identified, 38n; is defaulter, 38, 
49, 59, 64, 67, 71; payments to 
town, noted, 68, 72. 

Wright, James, Carp. [carpen- 
ter?]: is defaulter, 184; men- 
tioned, 187. 

Wright, John, signs authorization 
for survey, 12. 
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Wright, William A., has access to mn’ 
town journal, xii. 
Writ of Election, issued to board of Yorkshire, England, xxxv, 120. 
alderman, 1766, 174. Young, Henry, reports chimney 
Wyvell (Wywil), Sir Marmaduke, fire, 222. 


reference to, 64n. 


Ida Brooks Kellam. _ Donald R. Lennon 


DONALD R. LENNON 


Donald R. Lennon is particularly well qualified to edit The Wilmington 
Town Book. Born in Brunswick County, Mr. Lennon attended the University 
of North Carolina at Wilmington for two years, 1956-1958, before going on 
to receive his bachelor of science degree from East Carolina University in 
1960 and a master of arts degree from the same institution in 1961. After 
serving for two years with the United States Army and teaching for one 
year in the New Bern High School, Editor Lennon was for three years an 
archivist with the North Carolina Division of Archives and History. Since 
1967 he has been director of the East Carolina Manuscript Collection and 
assistant professor of history at East Carolina University at Greenville. He 
participated in graduate institutes in archives administration at the Ameri- 
can University in 1965 and at North Carolina State University, 1966-1967. 

Mr. Lennon’s professional affiliations include membership in the Society of 
American Archivists, the Southern Historical Association, the American 
Association for State and Local History, and the North Carolina Literary 
and Historical Association. 


IDA BROOKS KELLAM 


Ida Brooks Kellam (Mrs. Samuel C.) is a Wilmingtonian who has been 
aptly described as “one of the assiduous researchers in the state.” Born 
in Moore (now Lee) County, she studied at Meredith College, the University 
of North Carolina at Greensboro, North Carolina State University, Wake 
Forest University, and Duke University. Her illustrious teaching career 
spanned forty years, with nearly thirty of these spent in the Wilmington 
public schools. 

Mrs. Kellam was one of the incorporators of the Lower Cape Fear His- 
torical Society, and she has served in various offices as a member of the 
Wilmington Historic District Commission. She has also served on the board 
of directors of the Wilmington-New Hanover Museum. Of inestimable value 
has been her work in collecting source material for the New Hanover area, 
accessioning it, and making it available to researchers. She has been un- 
tiring in her work for historical preservation and in her insistence on 
accuracy in historical writing. 

The recipient of many honors in the field of historical research, Mrs. 
Kellam was awarded a Ruth Coltrane Cannon Cup in 1971 “for her careful 
and valuable research along numerous lines of historical importance.” 
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